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AUTH O R's 
PREFACE. 


F I be not much flattered, 
the Firſt Volume ef the 
Hiſtory of the Lives of the 
Twelve Czsars, which I have 

publiſhed, has been extreamly ' 
well received; but that is not 
what induces me to undertake 
the Hiſtory of the Roman Em- 
PRESSES: Far from having a 
Mind to appear again in Print 
(an Inclination ſo common to 
the Generality of Authors) I 
was, on the contrary, reſolved 
to expoſe myſelf no more. But 
ſome Perſons of extraordinary 
Merit and Learning, have in 'a 


A Man- 
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Manner, forced the Pen into my 
Hand, which together with the 
oreat Ambition I have to de- 
ſerve, in ſome Meaſure, the 
Protection of that Prince to 
whom I have the Honour of de- 
dicating this Work, have tempt- 
ed me to a Compliance that I 
did not think my ſelf capable 
of. 1 do. not mean by this, - to 
make other People accountable 
for any Faults that may be found 
with this Performance, nor juſti- 
fy my own Raſhneſs for having 
iteriiken it, I ought to have 
known my own Strength, and 
not to have yiclded to The Soli- 
citations of thoſe Perſons, who, 
ſuppoſed me poſſeſſed of Tn 
lents which I have not. So let 
it not be thought that I intend, 
by this Sort of Preſace, to dif- 

poſe 
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poſe the Publick in my Favour; 


for I know that the World is 


not to be put off with Excuſes 
or Pretences, but will, when 1 
have ſaid what I can, lay all the 
Blame at my Door, and they 
will be right in ſo doing. For 
which Reaſon, as ſoon as this 
Book appears, if I find it is not 


relifhed, I ſhall be of the fame 


Opinion with the Cenſurers, and 
no Body but the Bookſeller will 


have Reaſon to complain. 


Among thoſe who ſhall pe- 
ruſe this Work, I don't queſtion 


but ſome will be apt to object 


that I have ſpoke too much of 
the Emperors, as, I find, has 


been the Caſe in Relation: to 


the firſt Volume. F have con- 
ſulted ſome very eminent and 
judicious Perſons upon that Sub- 
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jet, who have wrote with as 
much Politneſs as Erudition; 
and who, far from diſapproving 
my having mentioned many Paſ- 
ſages of the Lives of the Em- 
perors, adviſed me to mix a good 
Deal of their Hiſtory with that 
of the Empreſſes. And as I 
know that their Opinions are 
deciſive, I have thought proper 
to do ſo, without fearing that 


thoſe who may be of another 


Opinion, will have any great 
Reaſon to blame me. Beſides, 
the Hiſtory of the Empreſſes has 
too. great a Connection with that 
of their Huſbands, to write of 
the one, and be quite ſilent as 
to the other; and tho' there 
were ſome of the Empreſſes, 
whoſe Families, and even Names, 
we are ignorant of, yet there was 

| no 
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no avoiding to ſpeak of the Em- 
perors 3 becauſe each Prince's 
| Reign is generally ſo interwoven 

with that of the ſucceeding Em- 
| peror, that without it the Rea- 
der would be at a Loſs about 
the Reaſons, Motives, and Cir- 
cumſtances of certain Facts, 
which make Part of the Hif- 
tory of the Empreſles. 

I muſt acknowledge that, in 
the Hiſtory of ſome of the Em- 
preſſes, and alſo ſeveral of the 
Emperors, there are ſome Paſ- 
ſages that lay one under great 
Difficulties, fiance Regard mult be 
had, as well to one's own Mo- 
deſty as that of other People. 
The younger Fauftina, for Ex- 
_ ample, and Hel/iogabalus, furniſh 
a Hiſtorian with nothing but 
Obſcenities to ſpeak of. I have 

"ogg wrap'd 
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wrapd up as decently as I | 
could, the Facts that J have been 
obliged to treat of, and have 
ale to paſs over, in Silence, 


ſome others which the Heathen I 
Authors, who have tranſmitted | 


them down to us, could not 
mention but with great Caution, 
and many Apologies to their 
Readers; and God forbid that 
a Chriſtian Hiſtorian ſhould be 
reproached with having leſs Mo- 
deſty than Idolaters, and that 
my Pen ſhould be ſo much more 
impure than theirs, as not to ſcru- 
ple to expoſe, to naked View, 
what they have thought incum- | 
bent on them to throw a Veil 
over. If I do not write with 
Politeneſs, it ſhall, at leaſt, be 
with ſuch Decency as my Reli- 
gion requires, and is conſiſtent 
with good Manners, 1 


1 — ens | 
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I have advanced nothing but 


| what is ſupported by the beſt Au- 


thorities and the moſt credible Au- 
thors ancient and modern; and if I 


have not quoted them near ſo often 


as I might have done, it is becauſe I 
was unwilling to load the Margin 


too much. I know that Truth is 
the firſt and moſt eſſential Qua- 


lity in an Hiſtorian, for which 


Reaſon 1 have ſtrictly adher'd to 


it, and have wrote nothing upon 


my own Conjectures; ſo that if 
I cannot promiſe the Reader 
that he will find in this Hiſtory 


Beauty of Stile, Novelty in the 


Expreſſions, Nobleneſs in the 


Thoughts, and every Thing that 


is intereſting and agreeable, I 
can aflure him that, at leaſt, he 
will meet with Truth; for if it 


be not finely adorned, I will 5 


venture to ſay it 18 very exact. 
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LE PID A, Wife of GAL BA. 

H Emperor Servius Sulpicius Gal- 
fru ba, united in his Perſon two of the 
moſt illuſtrious Families of Rome. He 
was related * to the Empreſs Livia, 
who took him particularly under her 
Protection, and advanced him to the 
greateſt Employaggats, which he obtained before 
he arrived to the Age preſcribed by the Laws. 


2 Sueton. in Galb. Plutarq. vit. Galb. Tae Hift. 
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For a Jong Time he was called Liviur Ocella, 
which Name he took from Livia Ocellina, whom 
Galba his Father had for his ſecond Wife. This 
Lady, though very rich and handſome, condeſcend- 
ed to make great Advances to Galba the Father, 
upon Account of his Nobility, though he was of 
a low Size, very ill made, and even hump-baek' d; 
which Diſgraces of Nature, he took care to con- 
ceal as much as poſſible, by wearing a Robe that was 
very wide and long, and high heel'd Shoes. Ocel- 
lina, however, did not eſteem him a Bit the leſs 
for theſe Defects, though informed of them by 
Galba himſelf, who made no Secret of it to her; 
for being reſolved ſhe ſhould have no Reaſon to 
reproach him with having deceived her, he took 
her one Day afide, and quitting his Robe, made 
her obſerve all the above mentioned Deformities : 
This Sincerity, which is ſo little practiſed, ſo won 
upon Ocellina, that ſhe preferred him to the reſt of 
her Admirers, and married him; but having no 
Children by him, ſhe adopted Servits Galba, whom 
he had by his firſt Wife, Mummia Achaigua, which 
is the Perſon of whom we are now ſpeaking. | 
Galla had many happy Preſages which promiſed 
him the Empire. Auguſtus b one Day aſſured him 
of it. Tiberius © ſaid openly, that Galba would 
reign in his old Age; and a Soothſayer foretold, 
that one of his Family would be Emperor, bat, 
that it would not happen very ſoon, which made 
Galba ſay, that it would be ſo when a Mule brought 


fourth Young. This Prodigy came to paſs, how- t⸗ 
ever; and, after that Galba reckoned upon it as a 
a Certaint v 

With all theſe Advantages, added to his immenſe m 
Fares, and great open, Golba might have made ſe 
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his Choice among the Ladies, and many conſider- 


able Offers were made bim, but he found ſo much 
Merit, Wiſdom, and Modeſty in Lepida, that he 
infinitely preferred her to the others, and married 
her. He had no Reaſon to repent of it, for Lepi- 
da fully anſwered his Expectations, repaying his 
Eſteem with the moſt tender Affection. Her Vir- 
tue and Fidelity was always ſuch as, to give no 
Room for Cenſure or Detraction. They lived to- 
gether with mutual Satisfaction and Happineſs, 
when Agrippina, whoſe Mind was filled with am- 
bitious Projects, and looking about for ſome Body 
to aſſiſt her in the Accompliſhment of them, took 
it in her Head to pitch upon Galba, as a proper 
Perſon for her Purpoſe, and hoped to prevail up- 
on him to divorce his Wife Lepida, in order to 
marry her. | 

Agrippina was then Widow d to Domitius Eno- 
barbus her firſt Husband. To her Royal Birth, 
ſhe added the moſt captivating Beauty, a lively 
Wit, and an unbounded Ambition, which was 
founded upon the higheſt Pretenſions. She wanted 
nothing but a Huſband as ambitious as herſelf, who 
might act in concert with her in promoting her 
Views and Deſigns, and imagined Galba to be juſt, 
ſuch a Man, on account of his Nobility, great 


Employment, and vaſt Credit at Court, but, eſpe- 


cially, the happy Prognaſtications of his future 
Grandeur, „ 

In order to ſucceed in this important Under- 
taking, from which ſhe had formed ſuch Hopes 
and Expectations, ſhe was of Opinion, that it 
would be beſt to diſpenſe with thoſe ordinary For- 
malities and Rules which the Laws of Decency 
ſeem to require, and which do not admit of Ladies 
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making the firſt Advances. She therefore got over 
all thoſe Scruples; and being afraid of loſing her 
Fortune if Matters were to go on in the common 
Track, ſhe was reſolved ſne would have no Rea- 
ſon to reproach herſelf with having miſſed her Aim, 
by adhering too ſtritly to Faſhions and Cuſtoms; 
and therefore made no Difficulty of taking the firft 
Steps in this Affair, and that in the moſt paſſionate 
Manner. | 

Galba, who ſaw into her very Heart, knew how 
to make the proper Diſtinction between real Affec- 
tion and Policy; and knowing the deep Deſigns of 
this Princeſs, he was determined not to ſerve as a 
Tool for her Ambition; fo, in order to let her ſee 
that he was not to be impoſed upon by her deceit- 
ſol Behaviour, he affected to ſhew as much Indif- 
ference as ſhe had Weakneſs. Beſides, Galba 
had no ſort of Inclination to part with Lepida, 
whoſe Virtue and Prudence he was ſo well ac- 
quainted with, in order to marry Agrippina whoſe 
Huſband he knew would be expoſed to all her Infide- 
lities, and many other diſagreeable Trials, as were 
Paſſienus and Claudius. | 

Aegrippina, however, was not diſcouraged : She 
employed the whole Force of her Beauty, which 
was very dangerous when armed with all the Charms 
that a Woman knows how to make Uſe of, that 
has a Mind to pleaſe; and where ever Galba went, 
ſhe was ſure to be there, with all that Art and Na- 
ture could furniſh, to captivate his Heart. 
le never had been expoſed to ſuch formidable 
Enemies before ; but they found him ſo much up- 
on his guard by the high Idea he had of Lepida's 
' Virtue, and the bad Opinion he had conceived of 
Agrippina, that thoſe powerful Darts, which had 
been fatal to ſo many others, were lanc'd in vain 
at him, and Agrippina found herſelf reduced s 
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the melancholy Situation of ſighing to no Pur- 
oſe. ; 
5 Any Perſon but Lepida would have been alarm- 
ed, and would certainly have been apprehenſive that 
Galba would at laſt yield to thoſe Charms which 
were ſcarce to be reſiſted, and think himſelf oblig- 
ed, like a Man of Gallantry and Politeneſs, to 
make a ſuitable Return; but ſhe ſhewed no Signs of 
Jealouſy; on the contrary, gave her Rival full 
Scope, without fearing that Agrippina's Endeavours 


would work the leaſt Alteration in her Huſband's. 


Heart. Her Mother was not quite ſo eaſy. This 
Lady, who had a profound Penetration, and knew 
Agrippina to be capable of uſing every Stratagem 
to debauch her Son-in-Law, was tormented with 


that Jealouſy of which Lepida had not been ſuſ- 


ceptible, and conceived ſuch a Hatred againſt Agrip- 
pina, as ſhe had much ado to keep within Bounds. 
She made a Shift however to ſmother it for ſome 


Time, but being at length weary of ſwallowing 


in Silence this Vexation, ſhe was reſolved it ſhould 
break out the firſt Opportunity; and ſoon after, 
Chance furniſhed her with a very favourable one. 
She happened to be at an Aſſembly of Ladies 
where Agrippina was one of the Company. They 


were talking of indifferent Subjects, but Lepida's 


Mother e artfully turned the Diſcourſe upon Agrip- 
pina's new Gallantry, and rallied her upon it, with 
a malicious kind of Affectation. Any other Per- 
ſon would have been put out of Countenance; but 
ſhe, who was Miſtreſs of a great Aſſurance, and ſuch 


a2 Pride as did not know what it was to yield to any 


Body, inſtead of cunningly evading the Snare that 


was laid for her, defended herſelf with great Heat 


and Fury, and engaged the Converſation more and 
* Sueton, in Galb, D 
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more upon that Topick. The Raillery became 
very ſerious. Lepida's Mother, excited by her 
Jealouſy and Refentment, reproached Agrippina 
with her ſhameful Attempt upon Galba, the ſcan— 
dzlous Advances that ſhe made him, and the Ar- 
tifices ſhe continually practiſed to gain her Point. 
Agrippina, who was not eaſily put to Silence, re- 
plied in the moit provoking Terms ſhe could think 
of. The Diſpute grew exceeding warm, a Quar- 
ral enſued, and at laſt open War. From Words 
they came to Invectives, then to the moſt abuſive 
Language they could invent, and at laſt to down- 
right Blows, Never was there a more diverting 
Scene ; the other Ladies put themſelves between, 
in order to ſeparate the two Heroines, and by their 
Prudence hindered the Combat from laſting long. 
The Victory did not declare itſelf on Agrippina's 
Side, for ſhe went away very roughly handled by 
her Antagoniſt, ſo that Lepida's Mother remained 
Miſtreſs of the Field of Battle. 

If Agrippina could have prevailed upon herſelf 
to have as much Regard to Decency as Ambition, 
ſhe would never have behaved in ſuch a Manner to 
_ Galba as made her the Jeſt of the whole Town; 
but ſhe was not of a Humour to be governed by 
the Dictates of Reaſon. The diſtinguiſhed Rank 
of Galba, his important Employments and high 
Expectations, gave her ſuch flattering Ideas, that 
ſhe was convinced ſhe could not build her Hopes 
upon a better Foundation, than the Fortune of that 
Senator, and uniting herſelf to him by Marriage. 
She had been ſo accuſtomed to make Conqueſts 
in Rome, that ſhe had very few Doubts as to the 
Succeſs of this; nor did it enter into her Imagina- 
tion, that Galba could be able to reſiſt the Power 
of her Charms, to which ſo many others had 
yielded without making any great Reſiſtance. 9 
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But Galba, who knew Agrippina perfectly well» 
and who looked upon this Management of hers 
either as Marks of a ſhameful Weakneſs, or an 
Artifice of her Ambition, deſpiſed all her Attempts ; 
and ſhewed her, by his Indifference, that he had 
no Sort of Inclination for her. 

Agrippina preſently perceived it; for Lepida be- 
ing dead, and alſo her two Sons, Galba put on a 
Reſolution never to marry again; he therefore ob- 
ſtinately f refuſed all the Offers that were made 
him, and preferred the Sweetneſs and Tranquiliity 
of a ſingle Life, to the Troubles, Vexations, and 


many diſagreeable Accidents, that too often happen 


in Marriage. Happy would it have been for him, 
if he could have been contented to deſerve the 
Throne, without attempting to be Emperor: But 
he ſuffered himſelf to be blinded by Ambition, which 
propoſes to itſelf nothing leſs than Crowns and 
Scepters, and generally precipitates thoſe that it 


has exalted. Thus Galba was haſtening to his De- 


ſtruction, and to put an End (upon a Throne) to 
a Life already far advanced, which he might have 


finiſhed quietly and calmly in his private Capacity. 


It was 8 at Carthagena that he ſhook off the Obe- 
dience that he owed to Nero. The ſeveral Pro- 
digies that promiſed him Succeſs, the flattering Pre- 
dictions, that were made him of his future Gran- 
deur, the prefling Solicitations of Vindex, who 
commanded in Gaul, and the Jealouſy of Nero, 
who had ſent Orders to the Intendants to put him 
to Death, prevailed on him, to ſuffer himſelf to be 
proclaimed Emperor ; he did not, however, at firit, 
accept of the Title, chuſing rather that of Lieu- 
tenant General of the Senate and People of Rome, 
to ſhew, by this falſe Modeſty, that he did not de- 
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fire the Sovereign Authority, but that it was only 
againſt that of Nero that he declared himſelf. 

Galba was far from being ſecure in his Enter- 
prize, eſpecially after the Death of Vindex, who 
was defeated by the Troops of Virginius Rufus Go- 
vernour of High Germany; who being ignorant 
that Vindex and their General Rufus were ſecret 
Friends, attacked Vindex, who expected no ſuch 
Thing, and who being defeated killed himſelf for 
Grief and Deſpair; but Galba being informed of 
Nero's Death at Clunia, and that the Senate had 
proclaimed him Emperor, took the Road to 
Rome. 

> At Narbonne he met with the Deputies from 
the Senzte, whom he received very graciouſly, 
but refuſed Nere's Furniture, which they had brought 
to accommodate him in his Journey. This Modeſ- 
ty gave them a good Opinion of him: But it was 
ſoon deſtroyed by the bloody Executions which he 
cauſed to be made on the Road, and at his Entrance 
into Rome. To this great Severity, he added a 
ſhameful Avarice, which loſt him the Eſteem of 
the Soldiers, who finding themſelves diſappointed of 
the Money that had been promiſed them in Galba's 
Name, began to murmur, and declare that they were 
not ſatisfied with an Emperor, that was elected in 
Spain, independent of the other Legions, and that 
they inſiſted upon having one wko ſhould be agree- 
able to all the Armies. 3 | 

This was, as it were, a Signal for a Revolt; 
for Otho, who had flattered himſelf i that Galba 
being very old would have adopted him; and 
thoſe Hopes being fruſtrated by his adopting Piſon, 

| was 
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was ſo provoked at this Preference, which he reck- 
oned a great Injuſtice, becauſe he had been one of 
the firſt that declared for Galba, and had brought 
over, to his Intereſt, the Country of Luſitania, of 
which he was Governor, that he caballed with the 
Soldiers againſt him, and they corrupting others, 
took part with Otho, whom they ſaluted Emperor, 
and brutally aſſaſſinated Galba, who, upon the Re- 
port of their Rebellion, had come into the Camp 
to appeaſe the Tumult, 
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OPP E A 
Wife of OT HO. 


| O THO had no other Wife but Sabina Pop- 

pea, who has been ſpoke of already. He 

was determined to marry Statilia Meſſalina, Nero's 

Widow, but Death prevented him, as we have ob- 

ſerved. He reigned but three Months and two 

Days, viz. from the fifteenth of Fanuary to the 
ſeventcenth of April. | 


GALERIA 


1 


Galeria Fundana 
Wife of Vitellius. 


N E had need of great Moderation and Com- 
mand of on's Paſſions, not to be very fond 
of Sovereign Power; for nothing is more difficult to 
be reſiſted, than the Charms of Authority over o 
thers, though generally attended with Circumſtances - 
that are diſagrecable enough. The almoſt inevi- | 
table Dangers which attend ambitious People, the 
Dreadfulneſs of the Fall, with which they are 
threatened, the terrible Examples of ſo many il- 
luſtrious anbappy Perſons, who have met with tra- 
gical and violent Deaths, by that Exaltation which 
they have climbed up to, after infinite Labours, 
Troubles, and (too often) heinous Crimes; are 
not of Force enough to remove from our Eyes 
that fatal Veil, that conceals from us all the Dan- 
gers and Deformities of an elevated Station, and 
ſhews us only the fair Side of Grandeur, by which 
we are lamentably impoſed upon; ſo, that Multi- 
tudes of People chuſe rather to be unfortunate in 
high Life (eſpecially upon the Throne ) than hap- 
py in the Enjoyment of a calm and quiet, but in- 
ferior Rank. Agri/pina was aſſured, that her Son's 
gaining the Empire, would be her Ruin, and that 
he would certainly put her to Death; this Princeſe, 
however, being devcured with an unlimitted Ambi- 
tion which never gave her a Moment's Reſt, con- 


B 6 ſeated, 


12 FUN DAN 4 


ſented, that Nero ſhould dip his Hands in ber 
Blood, if ſhe might but have the unſpeakeable Sa- 
tisfaction of ſeeing him inveſted with the Imperial 

Robe. She could bear the Thoughts of his be- 
coming her Murtherer, provided that Murtherer 
was Emperor. 

Sextilia, Vitellius's Mother, had very different 
Sentiments. She never wiſhed for her Son's Exal- 
tation, * but looked upon the flattering Predictions 
of his future Grandeur, direful Omens, that be- 
ſpoke nothing but Misfortunes. And when ſhe 
faw him General of the Army, and Emperor, ſhe 
bewailed his wretched Condition. Galeria Fun- 
dana, his Wife, had not more Pride and Ambition 
than her Mother-in-Law : She Þ did not fufter 
herſelf to be dazzled with the falſe Luſtre of a 
Throne; and whatever © a miſtaken Hiſtorian has 
been pleaſed to aſſert upon this Subject, this Prin- 
ceſs, in the Imperial Palace, and in the Center of 
the greateſt Pomp and Magnificence, was as hum- 
ble as in her own private Chamber, before her 
Huſband had any Grandeur to boaſt of. Her 
Heart was unalterable, and Proof againſt all Changes 
and Accidents : It was always the ſame, and the 
various Viciſſitudes of Fortune, which ſhe had tried 
in every Shape, ſufficiently juſtify this Character 
of her. 

However flattering the Predictions of the Aſ- 
trologers had been, with Reſpect to Vitellius's Ad- 
vancement, neither his Father nor his Mother were 
pleaſed with them, becauſe they foreſaw the Evils and 
Misfortunes that it would be attended with; and 
the tragical Death he would probably ſuffer, after 


+a ſhort Reign. For which Reaſon, 888 took all 
the 
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the Meaſures they could think of to hinder the 
Accompliſhment of them, by keeping him out of 
the Way of Employments: But Fortune betrayed 
their Deſigns, and we ſhall ſee that the very Means 
they made Uſe of, to fruſtrate what the Sooth- 
ſayers foretold, only ſerved to fulfil it. They 
ſent him, when a Child, to Caprea, whither Tibe- 

rius had retired to hide his Abominations. In ſuch 
an infamous School as this, and under ſuch Maſ- 


ters, what Sort of Leſſons could it be expected he 


ſhould learn? He had no Body to copy after, but 
thoſe who ſerved as Inſtruments to the monſtrous 
Impurities of the Emperor, ſo that Vitellius could 
imbibe nothing but vicious and corrupt Principles, 
by an exact Imitation of thoſe deteſtable Patterns 
he had continually before his Eyes; and accord- 
ingly, it was by an abominable Proſtitution of 
himſelf, that he began that Courſe of Wicked- 
neſs, in which he afterwards became ſo ſkilful a 
Maſter. | 
His Crimes were ſo many Steps, by which he 
climb'd up to Dignities and great Employments, be- 
cauſe they made him agreeable, and even very dear, 
to Caligula, Claudius, and Nero, to whom no» 
thing could more effeQually recommend any Per- 
ſon, than great Vices. In Effect, he obtained the 
higheſt Employments from thoſe three Emperors. 
He was made Intendant over the public Works, 
in which he did not acquit himſelf very honeſtly ; 
for he was accuſed d of having ſacrilegiouſly ſtolen 
the Ointments of the Temples, and the Gifts that 
were offered up to the Gods, which, being of 
Gold and Silver, he applied to his own Uſe; : and 
ſubſtituted Veſſels of Copper and Braſs in their 
Stead, He behaved with a good deal of Modera- 
tion, 
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tion, when Pro- conſul of Africa, and when he 
returned home, married Petronia, Daughter of a 
Perfon who had been Conſul; and by her had a 
Son called Petronianus, after his Mother, which 
Son was born with only one Eye, which disfigured 
him extremely: He was, however, Heir to Pe- 
tronia, and ſhe prevailed upon his Father to give 
him his Freedom. She had Views and Deſigns 
when ſhe took this Precaution; for, knowing /7- 
tellius's Diſpoſition to Prodigality aud Debauchery, 
ſhe was in Hopes, by this Ceremony, which made 
him independent of his Father, to ſecure her For- 
tune to her Son. But this Expedient was to no 
Purpoſe, for Vitellius, having diſſipated all his Mo- 
ney in expenſive and moſt extravagant Entertain- 
ments, and not knowing how to procure more to 
carry on his Exceſſes, he had Recourſe to the bar- 
barous Expedient of murdering his Son, to ſeize 
his Riches. He accuſed him of having a Deſign to 
aſſaſſinate him; and, to make his Story gain Cre- 
dit, he gave it out, that Petronianus, being touch- 
ed with Remorſe for his intended Crime, {wallow- 
ed the Poiſon himſelf, that he had prepared for 
his Father. | 
Vitellius and Petronia did not live together upon 
the beſt Terms in the World, ſo he divorced her, 
and as ſoon as ſhe was at Liberty, ſhe married 
Cornelius Dolabella, a Senator of an illuſtrious Fami- 
ly. This haſty Marriage provoked Vitellius in the 
highe Degree, and fo cxaſperated him againſt Do- 
labella, that even Time, which overcomes all 
Things, could never get the better of it; for as 
ſoon © as he became Emperor, and had a full Op- 
portunity of being revenged, he exerciſed his 
N Power 
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Power againſt Dolabella, and cruelly put him to 
Death. LL | 

Vitellius did not wait long after his Divorce, 
without taking another Wife: He married Galeria 
Fundana, whoſe Father had been Pretor. She was 
not. remarkable for Beauty, but rather the contra- 
ry, and ſpoke thick; bur ſhe had a great Share of 
Prudence, Moderation, and Wiſdom, and a Re- 
putation without Reproach: Theſe were rare 
Qualities at a Time when Vice was in Faſhion, 
and in a Court where Rules and Maxims, quite 
oppoſite to Virtue and Chaſtity, were conſtantly 
purſued. From this Marriage proceeded P. Vitel- 
lius, who had alſo an Impediment in his Speech, 
like his Mother, ſo much, that he was almoſt 
dumb. Fundana had alſo a Daughter, who, after 
the Misfortune of Vitellius, her Father, furniſhed 
Veſpafian with an Occaſion of ſhewing his Gene- 
roſity, by procuring a very advantageous Match 
for this Girl. 

Vitellius having, as we obſerved, made himſelf 
Maſter of all forts of Vice in Caprea, gave him- 
ſelf intirely up to Debauchery. f The deteſtable 
Examples that he had ſeen in that infamous Ifland, 
were the fatal Seed, which future Opportunities 
brought to Maturity, and he found but too many 
of them in the Reigns of Caius, Caligula, Claudi- 
1s, and Nero, into whoſe good Graces it was im- 
poſſible to be admitted without being vicious. He 
worſhipped no other God than his Belly, and car- 
ried his infatiable Gluttony to ſuch a Pitch, that he 
conſumed all his Subſtance in Feaſts and Entertain- 
ments, by which he impoveriſhed himſelf ſo much, 
that when Galba gave him the Government of the 
Lower Germany, he had not Money to defray the 
Expence 
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Expence of his Journey, nor any Reſources to 
procure it; ſo that trying all Manner of Ways to 
no Purpoſe, he was at laſt forced to mortgage his 
Houſe to ſome Farmers, who lent him a ſmall! Sum 
of Money upon it, and lodged his Mother and Fun- 
dana, his Wife, in a very poor Chamber. 
_ This Expedient, which could not but be grievous 
to Fundana, did not however extricate Vitellius 
out of the Difficulties he laboured under; for it 
was not ſufficient for his preſent Occaſions ; and 
if Sextilia, his Mother, had not ſold her Jewels, 
Vitellius would have been forced to ſtay at Rome, 
for want of Money to ſet out; he would, even 
yet, have found it impoſſible to proceed, if he had 
not, during the whole Journey, ſubſiſted by ſharp- 
ing and cheating. | 
This extream Indigence of Vitellius, was very 
mortifying to Fundana, his Wife; to be baniſhed 
from her Houſe, by the loweſt Ebb of Miſery, 
muſt be very Heart-breaking to a Lady, who had 
always lived in great Afluence ; but thoſe exceſſive 
Exences naturally lead to Ruin and Deſtructi- 
on. Luxury, Intemperance, and the Gratificati- 
on of thoſe unbouaded Appetites, cannot fail of 
bringing along with them Poverty and Wretched- 
neſs. | | 
Galba's making Choice of Vitellius to command 
the Troops in Germany, ſurpriſed all the World. 
> Every Body knew that he was neither worthy 
nor capable of it. in reality, he i had never done 
any Thing in his Life, but eat and drink, game, 
perfume himſelf, and plunge into the moſt infa- 
mous Pleaſures. He had a baſe Soul, given to 
Flattery, and incapable of any Sentiment of Ho- 
nour, 
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nour. He was inſolent, brutal, and even cruel, 
to thoſe that yielded; timid and ſupple to thoſe 
that reſiſted. Thoſe who have a Mind to juſtify 
Galba, for ſingling him out from the reſt of Man- 
kind for the above mentioned Employment, fay, 
that in Vitellius, he imagined he had found a Man 
from whom he had nothing to fear, as he would 
never be at leiſure to cabal, on account of his 
Gluttony, which required whole Provinces to ſatiſ- 
fy it. | 
f Vitellius was received in his Government with 
great Demonſtrations of Joy. He affected a cer- 
rain * Air of Popularity, which gained him the 
Heart of all the World, and eſpecially the Soldiers, 
who not being at all pleaſed with the ſevere and co- 
vetous Temper of Galba, and always deſirous of 
Changes and Novelties, ſaluted him Emperor, and 
gave him the Sirname of Germanicuss This 
Election came ! very @ propos, for it was made 
but a few Days before the News of Galba's Death 
arrived, and Vitellius immediately reſolved to go 
and fight Otho, who, at Rome, had ſeized upon the 
Empire. | | 
Otho was preſently informed of it; and whether 
he dreaded the Event of the War, or through Mo- 
deration, or perhaps Cowardice, whatever it was, he 


endeavoured to ſtop Vitellius, by propoſing Terms 


of Accommodation. He ® wrote him ſeveral civil 
Letters, made him conſiderable Offers, particular- 
ly, to divide the Empire with him, and marry his 
Daughter. Vitellius anſwered him very politely, 


but yet refuſed the Conditions; ſo that the Negoti- 


ations 
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ations being broke off, they began to lay Ambuſhes 
for each other. Immediately each endeavoured to 
ſtrengthen his Army as much as poſhble, by de- 
bauching the Soldiers of his Antagoniſt ; after- 
wards the Quarrel ran ſo high, that they wrote the 
moſt injurious Letters to each other, filled with 
the molt bitter Affronts and Invectives, reproach- 
ing one another with the greateſt Crimes, which, in 
Fact, were ſo many Truths, for it was difficult 
to ſay, which was the more worthleſs Man of the 
two; and at laſt they attempted to aſlaflinate 
each other, which failed on both Sides. 

If during this Quarrel between Otho and Vitelli- 
, Fundana was full of Frights and Alarms for 
herſelf and her Family, it was not without good 
Reaſon. She was in Otho's Power at Rome, and 
did not believe him generous enough to reſiſt the 
ſtrong Inclination he had to be revenged on his 
Enemy, in the Perſon of his Wife and Children, 
Vitellius, himſelf, apprehended it more than once, 
for he wrote n to Titianus, who commanded in 
the Town for his Brother Otho, that if Fundana 
and his Children were ill treated, he would uſe him 
and his Sons in the ſame Manner, by way of Re- 
priſals. But Otho behaved with the greateſt Po- 
liteneſs upon this Occaſion, for, inſtead of doing 
the leaſt Injury to that Princeſs, or her Children, 
he took particular care of them ; whether it was 
through Generofity, or Fear, no Body knew; 
but this Conduct, from whatever Motive it pro- 
ceeded, teaches us, that one never ought to be re- 
venged on one's Enemy, by ſhewing Reſentment 
to his Children or any Body belonging to him. 

The War, however, was not proſperous for 
Otho. His Troops were defeated at the Battle ef 

Bedraac ; 
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Bedriac; and ſeeing that the Legions and Provin- 
ces, (ever ready to join thoſe who have Succeſs) 
delared for Vitellius, he would not ſurvive his 
Shame, but killed himſelf, and, that with a Reſo- 
lution, that no Body expected from the ſoft and 
effeminate Liſe he had led. This united all Par- 
ties in favour of Vitellius, who was then univerſal- 
ly acknowledged. He was in Gaul, when he heard 
that his Generals had gained the Victory, and that 
Otho was dead; and then it was, that he began to 
ſhew himſelf in his proper Colours. At firſt, in- 
deed, he affected to ſhew ſome few Acts of Cle- 
mency and Juſtice, but as this was not at all na- 
tural to him, he could not long endure the Re- 
ſtraint, and conſequently threw off the Maſk, ap- 
pearing without the leaſt Aﬀectation or Hypocriſy. 
He ſet out for Rome, and all along upon the Road 
left evident Marks of his Gluttony and Cruelty, the 
latter of which, cannot be better evinced than by 
thoſe Words, ſo worthy of a Tyrant, that he was 
heard to ſpeak as he paſled over the Field, where 
the Battle of Bedriac had been fought, and which 
was Covered with dead Bodies, whoſe horrible 
Stench infected the Air. He rejoiced at the Sight 
of this diſmal Spectacle, and cried out, How 
charming is the Smell of an Enemy when dead, but 
a dead Citizen has {till a more agreeable Odour. © 

The News of Otho's Death, and Vitellius's Ap- 
proach, was ſoon carried to Rome p, by thoſe who 
deſired the Honour of being the firſt Meſſengers of 
it, to Fundana and Sextilia, the new Emperor's 
Mother, and Wife. 

Every Body ſtrove who ſhould be moſt com- 
plaiſant and reſpectful to the two Princeſſes ; Flat- 
tery performed its Part, according to Cuſtom, and 

ſoon 
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ſoon declared on the Side that Fortune ſmiled upon; 
but all this Zeal and theſe Honours made no Im- 
* preſſion upon Fundana, nor her Mother- in Law. 
. They looked upon the Elevation of Vitellius, as a 
1 Snare, that Fortune laid ſor them, and even as the 
greateſt Misfortune that could happen to him, 
whoſe Downfall they ſaw approaching in Proportion 
to the Encreaſe of his Grandeur. The Murder of 
Galba, the untimely End of Ortho, and the other 
Emperors, that had preceded them, were melan- 
I choly Preſages, of what Vitellius had to expect 
1 from the Senate, the People, and the Legions, 
= who are always diſpoſed to change Sides, and take 
Part with the ſtrongeſt, So that when Vitellius 
wrote to his Mother, aſſuming the Sirname of 
Germanicus, Sextilia ſaid openly 4, that that was 
not the Name of her Son; that ſhe had brought 
 Fitellius into the World, and not Germanicus. - But 
Vitellius was not content with taking that Name, to 
which he was in no Sort intitled, not having one of 
that GreatPrince's good Qualities, but he muſt needs 
confer that Honour upon his Son too, and heaped 
upon him all the Honours and Dignities belonging 
to Cæſar. He even cauſed all the Army to go to 
meet him, though he was yet but a young Child, 
and almoſt dumb. This * was not the only In- 
ſtance of his Vanity ; it was ſtill more conſpicuous 
in his magnificent Entry into Rome, which was the 
+ moſt ſuperb that had ever been ſeen, and the more 
"ridiculous, becauſe Vitellius, of all Men living, 
was the leaſt worthy of it. He went to the Capitol 
with a moſt ſplendid Equipage, and there finding 
His Mother, ſaluted her with the Title of Augu/?. 
But what was moſt aſtoniſhing was, that he had 
| | | the 
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the Inſolence to make a pompous Elogy of his 
Virtues, to the Senate and People, which was what 
they had never heard of before; and with inſup- 
portable Impudence, laid a particular Streſs on his 
Sobriety and Temperance, even before thoſe who 
had been a hundred Times Witneſſes of his Drunk- 
enneſs, and horrid Debaucheries ; and who at that 
very Time, knew that all the high Roads in Italy 
were crowded with People, whoſe Buſineſs it was 
to furniſh his Table with the moſt coſtly and deli- 
cious Rarities, that could be procured from diſtant 
Countries, to ſupply the exorbitant Luxury of his 
Entertainments. In ſo much, that 7eſephus does 
not ſcruple to affirm, that, if he had reigned long, 
all the Revenues of the Empire would not have 
ſufficed to defray the Expence of that ſingle Ar- 
ticle. | 
A Hiſtorian has certainly given a wrong Cha- 
rater of him, in endeavouring to make him paſs 
for a Miſer, as there are numerous Inſtances of 
the contrary. He thought that Nero had been nei- 
ther lodged nor furniſhed magnificently enough in 
his gilded palace; and Dion gives us to under- 
ſtand, that the Empreſs Fundana was ſomething 
of that Opinion. He ſays, that ſhe entered into 
the Imperial Palace with a ridiculous Pride, and a 
contemptible Diſdain, as thinking none of the rich 
Furniture good enough for her, but, on the con- 
trary, deſpiſing every Thing ſhe ſaw, notwithſtand- 
ing what Tacitus informs us of, about her Humili- 
ty and Moderation. According to all Appearance,” 
Dion muſt be miſtaken ; for it is not at all probable, 
that a Woman juſt come out of a pitiful hired 
Chamber, where ſhe had not the common Neceſ- 
faries of Life, ſhould in ſo little a Time forget the 
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poor way ſhe had juſt been in, and ſo ſuddenly get 
ſuch a proud and inſolent Way of Thinking, as 
to imagine the moſt precious Furniture in the 
World, which had ſerved ſo many Empreſſes, not 
good enough for her. There is the more Reaſon 
to ſuſpect Dion's Veracity in this Particular, be- 
cauſe it was remarkable, that Fundana's Behaviour 
was all of a Piece, and * that ſhe was juſt the 
ſame upon the Throne, that ſhe was in her loweſt 
Fortune. She never affected a haughty Carriage, 
nor never made Uſe of her Credit and Intereſt, but 
to do Good, and to confer Favours, as we read ſhe 
did in behalf of Trachalus, Otho's Orator, whoſe 
Life ſhe ſaved. | | 
It would have been very well if Vitellius had imi- 
tated her; but this Prince, being hurried on by his 
bad Conduct, and the violent Counſels of Triaria, his 
- Sifter-in-Law, a moſt inſolent, proud, and tyran- 
nical Woman, became a Monſter of Cruelty and 
"all Sorts of Debauchery. He took for his Model, 


the Reign of Nero, and never was Model better 


"copied after. Gluttony and Inhumanity were the 
two main Hinges upon which all his Actions turn- 


ed. Junius Blzfus, * a Senator of great Quality, 


and the honeſteſt Man in Rome, fell under the Weight 
of an artful and unjuſt Accuſation; and Vitellius, 
not content with putting him to Death, would feaſt 
his Eyes with the ſight of the Execution. And 
two ſons ? of a Man he had condemned, throw- 


ing themſelves at his Feet, to entreat his Pardon 
dor their Father, became his Companions in the 


Puniſhment, and were executed together with him, 
whoſe Life they interceded for. In ſhort, he cauſ- 


ed 
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ed his Mother to be ſtarved to Death, under a 


been made him, that he ſhould reign long if he 
out lived her; as if thoſe who murdered their Pa- 
rents, were, in a peculiar Manner, to be bleſſed 
= with long Life, whereas it is promiſed to none but 
*X ſuch as honour them. It is true, there are People 
of Opinion, that Sextilia killed her ſelf, - that ſhe 
q might not any longer have the Mortification of ſee- 
ing the ſcandalous Life her Son led, and that, fore- 
ſeeing the Misfortune with which he was threaten- 
ed, ſhe aſked Poiſon of him, and he was cruel 
enough to give it her. But, ſuppoſing it were ſo, 
he would not be leſs guilty of her Death, ſince 
even among the Heathens, * they were reckoned 
Authors of a Crime, if they did not hinder it when 
- mY could. | | 

ever was Gluttony carried to ſuch a Length as 
his. He always made four, and ſometimes five, 


greedy Appetite, which he was ſometimes ſo little 


be could not forbear dragging the Entrails of the 
Victims out of the Fire, and devouring them half 
raw before all the World. It was his Cuſtom to 
invite himſelf to dine with his Friends, which was 
done with ſuch an exceſſive Expence, that the leaſt 


That which his Brother Lucius Vitellius gave him, 
ſeems incredible; for we read, that < two thou- 
ſand Fiſhes were ſerved up to Table, and ſeven 
thouſand Birds,. all exquiſite, beſides innumerable 
other Things. But the Profuſion of this Emperor 
never appeared greater than at a famous Enter- 
| | tainment 
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Pretence of a vain and idle Prediction, that had 


2 plentiful Meals a Day, to ſatisfy, if poſſible, his 


Maſter of, that very often during > the Sacrifices, 


of thoſe Entertainments, coſt immenſe Sums, 
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tainment he gave, where one ſingle Diſh coſt more 
than all his Brother's Feaſt; for he filled it with 
the Livers of Pheaſants, the "Tongues of Scarres, 
Peacocks Brains, the Entrails of Lampreys, and 
all Sorts of Fiſh and Birds, that were the moſt dif- 
ficult to be procured. All theſe Exceſſes and Pro- 
digalities, which were without Bounds or Judg- 
ment, ſhew us what Man is capable of, when ab⸗ 

ſolute Power is added to depraved and vicious In- 

clinations. | | In 


— 
* 


In the mean Time, whilſt Vitellius was giving 
himſelf no Trouble about the Cares and Fatigues of BW i 
Government, but laying that Burden upon his i 
Freed-men, thought of nothing, but how to ſatiſ- 

fy his Paſſions, and paſſing whole Days and Nights 
at Table, Veſpaſian, who was become very illuftri- 
-.. ous by an infinite Number of glorious Actions, was 
_. proclaimed Emperor, and acknowledged as ſuch 
throughout all the Eaſt. Primus Antonius, one of 
bis Generals, at the Head of the Iihrian Legions, 
"entered Italy, and gained two Battles, * took and 
ſacked Cremona, and in theſe three Actions de- 
ſtroyed above thirty Thouſand of Vitellius's Men, 
_» fo that the whole Empire declared for the Con- 
gqueror, excepting the Town of Rome, and even 
75 that, 


e In one of theſe Battles which Primus Antonius won 
over the Troops of Vitellius, an Accident happened, 
that made both Parties curſe the Civil Wars; 7 one 
of Primus's Soldiers having mortally wounded another 

Bf ; belonging to Vitellius, and falling upon him to firip 
 : 'him, found him to be his own Father. They knew 

N and tenderly embraced each other, which ſhewed the 
Father's Affection to the Son, and the Grief of the 
1 Son for having had the Misfortune to be his Father's 
1 Murderer. The wounded Man died, and his Son had 

| only the melancholy Conſolation of burying him who 
had given him Life. „„ Wo 
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WE that, ſoon after, abandoned Vitellius to his evil 
= Deſtiny, | | 
= This Prince, being at laſt rouſed from his Le- 
WE thargy, knew his Danger, but not till it was too 
late; and did not begin to think himſelf unfortunate, 
till he was loſt beyond all Poſſibility of retrieving. 
Reſolving therefore to quit his Sovereign Dignity, 
and yield it up baſely to his Antagoniſt, he went 
out of the Palace in deep Mourning, 4 accompas 
nied by Fundana, his Children, and his Domeſ- 
WS ticks. His Son was carried in a Litter, as it were 


4 TY” 8 2 » * JU 2 © * 
tin Funeral Pomp- And in this Condition, which 
s inſpired with Pity, even thoſe who had no Reaſon 


to love him, he paſſed through the Soluiers, and 
having aſſembled them as well as the People, he 
told them in very moving Terms, that he renoun- 
Wccd the Empire for the ſake of Peace, and for the 
Good of the Publick: That he had no other Fa- 
our to aſk of them, but to have Compaſſion on 
his Brother, his Wife and Children. At the ſame 
rime, quitting his Sword, as a Mark of his give 
Wing up the Sovereign Authority, he offered it to the 
Conſul Cecilius Simplex, but he refuſed it; he then 
Wretired into the Temple of Concord. 
It was a very melancholy Scene, to ſee the Em- 
preſs Fundana go out of the Pelace, leading her 
little Daughter by the hand, and ſheding Floods 
of Tears tor her Huſband, whoſe unhappy Deſti- 


ny had reduced him ſo low, as to ſeek for ſhelter 
me Nin the Compaſſion of the People. But all theſe 
her {ſighs and Tears were in vain. Antenius's Troops 
rip entered Rome, and ſeized upon the Palace. Vitel- 


ew ius, Who had alſo gone thither, and had juſt riſen 


yo rom one of his uſual Entertainments, being fright- 
ſe: xd at the Noiſe which the Soldie:s made, he with- 
had 


Vor, II. C drew 


— — 
% 


o 
= . 
r ̃ Q MR A nn hn det —U — 


26 FU U DANA, oc. "F 
drew ſecretly, and retired to his Wife's Houſe, 
where he no ſooner arrived, than he took it in his 
Head to return to the Palace, which he found de- 3 
folate, for all his People had left it. He then hid 
himſelf behind a Bed in the Porter's Chamber, 
Where he was attacked by the Dogs, and was cruel- 
ly bit by them, till the Blood ran down. He was 
ſoon © diſcovered, and rudely dragged out of his 
Lurking-place. They led him about the Town with # 
his hands tied behind him, and to compleat his 
Confuſion, they placed the Point of a Ponyard RF 
Juſt under his Chin, that he might be obliged, whe- 
ther he would or no, to hold up his head. They 
affronted him all the Ways they could think of, 
ſome threw Dirt and Dung in his Face, others cal- 
led him the Man with the great Diſh, and Incen- 
diary ; and after they had tormented him and inſulted | ql | | 
him, by all manner of Injuries, they put him to a 
flow and painful Death, and then threw his Body | 1 %. 
into the Tiber. 4 
Lucius Vitellius, the Emperor's Brother, and ; 
Young Pitellius, were alſo ſacrificed to the pub ; 
_ Hek Peace. Mucian, chief Favourite of Yeſpaſs Fan, 4 
thought proper to ſtifle all the ſeeds of Diſcord il 
in the Blood of this young Prince. Veſpaſian was 
not ſo rigorous in Regard to Vitellius's Daugb- 
ter; he married her very honourably, which was 
the only Conſolation Fundana had, who paſſed the 
Remainder of her Life i in Grief and Affliction. by: 


e Tacit, Hiſtor. ii. Sueton. in Vitell. Eutrop. 
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Lavia Domitilia, is leſs known by her Liſe, 
ny which was very obſcure, than by the Honours 
that were paid her after her Death, and when 


) RF paſan was fixed upon the Throne. She was 
5 D ughter of Flavius Liberaiis, Intendant of the 
4 RNevenues; which Employment * far. exceeded his 
1- Hopes, for he was of fo low an Extraction, that 
ed "8 Domitilia, his Daughter, was Slave to Cupella a Ro- 
aan Knight, originally an African; till having me- 
dq) ited by long Service d the above-mentioned Poſt, 


is Daughter was, upon his account, declared 
IT rec, and a Citizen of Rome. | 
= ”:/pa/ian was a Prætor in Caligula's Time, when 
ee married Domitilia. She was not his firſt Attach- 
1 nent, for Cenis, Freed- woman to Antonia, Claudi- 
es Mother, was the Object of his Affections for 4 
gong time; and he loved her extremely even when 
Ne married Domitilia. | 
= /:/pa/ran being then deſcended from a mean Fa- 
nily, would, without Doubt, have remained in Ob- 
Weurity, only, that bad Fortune has its Revolutions 
s well as Proſperity. But Narciſſus, who at that 
WW ime, was very powerful at Court, having taken 
im under his Protection, gave him Preferment, 
nd advanced him by Degrees to conſiderable Em- 
O- * Sueton, in Veſp.  Þ Aurel, Vict. Excerp. 
Tit, | 
C 2 © ployments, 
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ployments, which furniſhed him with Opportuni- Wo 
ties of exerciſing his rare and valuable Talents. 
It was by his Intereſt, that /"e/paſian was made 
Lieutenant of a Legion, at the Head of which, 


s 


in Germany and in Great. Britain, he performed |! 
ſuch glorious Actions as gained him the higheſt Re- 1 


putation, and were afterwards recompenced bj 
the Prieſthood, a Triumph, and the Conſulſhip; 
to exerciſe which, he laſt came to Rome, where he 
found his Wife Domitilia, brought to Bed of a 
Son, which he called Titus, and who ſucceeded him 
in the Empire. | _ 

Theſe great Honours and Diſt inctions, began to fiir 2 
up Veſpaſtian's Ambition, which, together with certain 
favourable Predictions of his future Grandeur, flatter- 18 
ed him very agreeably, and put him upon thinking, 
that there was nothing he might not pretend to. 
Some Oracles had promiſed him the Empire, and 
he thought his Exploits ſeemed to pave the Way 
for him, to that Supreme Dignity. In reality, 
two powerful Nations conquered, twenty ftron; 8 
Towns taken, a conſiderable Iſland ſubdued, two we 


N 


Battles won, and all this in ſo little a Time, wer | 
Beginnings illuſtrious and glorious enough to ſtimu - 
late the Hopes and Expectations of a Man natu- 


rally ambitious, and, who having a great Share 


1% A vc. ß) a. a as 


of Superſtition, was much affected with what bad 7 
been foret Id, ſhould ſhortly happen to him. But. 7 
all theſe Hopes, this charming Proſpect of Soe. ; 
reignty, and theſe vaſt Ideas, ſeemed to fall to 


nothing, when Narciſſus was ruined, who was be fa 
Patron and only Support; and to ſay the Truth, b 
he and his Wife Domitilia, were within a very h. 
little of being undone by this Accident; for the tc 
Empreſs Agrippina, having conceived an implacabe at 
Hatred againſt Narciſſus, involved, in her Re 

ſentment, all his Friends and Dependants ; and af. 
| tel 


3 
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ter having deſtroyed her Enemy, reſolved to do 
the ſame by all thoſe of his Party. The abſolute 


Power ſhe had acquired over the Emperor Claudius, 


made every Thing eaſy to her; but as ſhe was de- 
ſirous to give a Sort of Colour to her Perſecutions, 
"ZZ ſhe ſuborned People to accuſe, of heinous Crimes, 
all ſuch as ſhe had a Mind to ruin, that it might 


have the Appearance of puniſhing the Franſgreſſion, 


rather than their Attachment to Narcaſſus. 


Veſpaſtan, who by © having received innumera- 


ble Favours and Benefits from Narciſſus, was be- 
come very zea'ous for his Intereſts, plainy per- 
= ceived, that it was by no Means ſate for him to 
ſtay at Rome, where his Life was every moment 
in Danger. That Arippina wanted only a plau- 
ſible Pretence to deſtroy him, and, according to all 
Appearance, it would not be long before her fer- 
tile Invention would ſupply her Neceflities ; he 
therefore very wiſely reſolved to retire, with his 


Wife Domitilia, into ſome remote Country. This 


voluntary Baniſhment ſaved him; as it procured 


him a ſafe Shelter againſt Agrippina's Perſecutions, 


'"F and furniſhed Domitilia with an Opportunity of re- 


gaining her Huſband's Affections, which Cenis had 


1 | robb'd her of, and both of them had the Satisfacti- 
on to ſee their Family increaſe, by the Birth of 
= Domitian, and a Daughter, who was called Flavia 


Domitilia, after her Mother, but who died ſoon 


2 
1 after. 


The Storm being over, and Agrippina having 


We ſatisfied her Revenge, Veſpaſian, weary of a ram- 


bling and inglorious Life, returned to Rome, which 
he looked upon to be the proper Theatre for bim 
to make known his Talents in, and raiſe himſelf 
afterwards to the higheſt Dignities : But For- 


© Syeton, in Veſpaſ. 
3 tune 


© * 1 
7 1 
* 


ZF *4s 
tune had a Mind to try him once more, and make 


him ſenfible of her Caprices. For in Nere's Jour- 
ney to Achaia, Veſpaſian, who accompanied bim, 
had the Misfortune to diſob'ige the Emperor, by 
falling aſleep, whilſt he was ſinging. Nero was fo 
offended at this want of Complaiſance, that be 
forbade him his Preſence. Veſpaſian was far from 
being ſure, that this Reſentment would not be car. 
ried further, and, being well acquainted with the 
Emperor's violent Temper, thought proper to be 
gone as ſoon as he could. He retired again, and 


continued in Exile, till the Danger was over, 


514 
2 


* 
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which Juckily for him, happend very ſoon; and 


Fortune, who would not loſe Sight of him, made 
him ample Amends afterwards for all his Vexations 


NG 
+4 4 N 
2 

WY 


and Diſappointments. = 


The Fews, * who always looked upon their 
Subjection to the Romans, as an inſupportable and 
ſhameful Yoke, notwithſtanding the Proteſtations ũ % 
they had made, of ſubmitting to no King but Ce- x 
far, being ſeduced by ſome vain Predictions, that 
ſeemed to promiſe them the Empire, * reſolved to 


8% 

ake 
"Os 
- 


* Sueton. in Veſpal. Tacit. Hiſtor, i. c. 10 7 
Joan. 19. 5 


* There was among the Jeu an old Prophecy, that 
the Empire of the World was to fall into the Hands of 
- thoſe who were to come from the Eaſt. And Joſepbus 
the Hiſtorian, informs us, that in Nero's "3'ime, there 
was found among ſome old Acts in the Temple of 7: 
ruſalem, a Prophecy which affirmed, That about that 
Time ſhould ſpring up, from among the Jeavs, one that 
ſhould command the whole Earth. The Ju did not 
fail to explain this flattering Prediction, in Favour 0 
themſelves, and pot doubting, but the Time of ther 


Deliverance was near at hand, they revolted againſt the 
Romans, 


mn wed . A rm wo Scam As 
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ſhake off an Obedience that they did not pay, but 


*X with the utmoſt Regret ; and upon this fooliſh Sup- 


poſition, they brutally aſſaſſinated their Governor. 


1 The News © of this Rebellion put Nero into a 
ſtrange Fury. He reſolved to extirpate that Nati- 
on, whom neither Threats, Pardons, nor Puniſh- 
XZ ments, could work upon. Beſides, the Moment, 


H 1 deſtined by Heaven for the Deſtruction of Feruſalem, 


drew nigh; it was but juſt that this Murdereſs of 
the Prophets, ſhould expiate her horrible Deicide, 
and that the yet ſmoaking Blood of the moſt ado- 
rable Saviour of the World, which this Town had 


FX ſhed, ſhould be revenged of this impious Genera- 
tion, who were deſtined to be buried in their own 


Ruins. In ſhort, the Time was approaching when 


8 her overthrown Palaces, her levelled Walls, and 
© her magnificent Buildings, reduced to a Heap of 


Rubbiſh, ſhould juſtify the Tears of the Son of 


N = God, which a propbetick Sorrow for this terrible 


Deſtruction, had drawn from him. 
Nero, having for this important Expedition, need 


of a ſkilful General; immediately thought of Ve- 


faſian, as a Man of conſummate Judgment, and 
Experience ; and no Body could better anſwer the 


* Nicephor, Caliſt. Hiſtor, Lib. iii. 


Romans. Jeſepbhus, like a ſkilful Courtier, put a poli- 
ti x Conſtruction upon the Words, and would needs 
attribute the Meaning of them to Veßpaſian. Thus 
none of them perceived, that this Prophecy could re- 
gard none but: Feſus Chrift, to whom the Almighty had 
promiſed the whole World, for an Inheritance, and for 
a Poſſeſſion, as the Royal Prophet faith. It was ac- 
cordingly, at that Time, that the Kingdom of Fe/us 
Cbriſt, began to ſpread itſelf over all the Earth, by the 
Preaching of the Apoſtles, who carried the Goſpel into 
every Corner of the World. 


G4 Expecta- 


- 
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Expectations, that all Mankind had of him. He 
therefore put himſelf at the Head of the Legions, ? 
marched into Judea, and ſoon made himſelf Maſ- 
ter of all the Province, except the Town of FJe- 
ruſalem. During theſe military Operations, Ye/- 
pa ſian loſt his Wife. Her Death did not mae 
much Noiſe, becauſe there had been nothing very 7 
remarkable in her Life ; fo, that it was not till Flat- 
tery was pleaſed to make her a Divinity, that Do- 
mitilia was much ſpoke of. 

Aſter the Death of Nero, the Empire was di- 
vided into Factions. Galba reigned but a little 
while, becauſe Otho, who aſpired to the Sovereign 
ty, had him maſſacred. And he did not long en- 
joy that Dignity, which he had procured by ſo great 
a Crime, for he was but a few Months upon the 
T hrone. . MY 

Vitellius became odious for his Exceſſes and hor- 
rid Debaucheries; ſo Yeſpaſian, who was then at 
the Head of a very conliderable Army in the Eaſt, 
wos proclaimed Emperor. At firſt he made ſome 
Difficulty, to accept the' Sovereign Power, which 
the Legions had conferred upon him with ſo much 
Ardour and Zea}, but being at laſt overcome by 
the preſſing Solicitations of Mucianus, Governor of 
Syria, who promiſed to give him all the Aſſiſtance | 


_ 


in his Power, he took the Names of Cæſar and b 
Auguftus, and marched towards Rome, to give £ 
Battle to Vitellius, who diſhonoured the Empire by i 
a ſcandalous, diflolute, and effeminate Life 7 
When he was at Ai-xandria, they brought him = 
a blind and a lame Man, who deſired him to cure * 
them, having, as they ſaid, been aſſured by the hi 
God Serapis, that Leſpaſian had the Power of lo 
doing, if he would condeſcend to touch, with the 
End of his Foot, the Leg of the Cripple, and put H 


ſome of his Spittle upon the Eyes of the other. 
h The 
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rhe Emperor f had too good Senſe to give Credit 
to any ſuch Viſion, and refuſed to comply with 
their Requeſt, that he might not expoſe himſelf to 
ve laughed at; till at laſt, not being able any longer 
to retit the Importunity of theſe poor Wretches, 
and the Solicitations of his Friends about him, he 
Nas prevailed upon to do it; and it is conhdently 
reported, that they were both immediately healed, 
Inis Event hes been much ſpoke of, and People 
bave argued different Ways about it. As we are 
ino Way concerned in the Affair, the Reader is at 
Liberty to judge of it as he thinks proper, but 
"X thoſe who conclude it to be downright Flattery, 
g will certainly form the trueſt Judgment of it. 

Though Veſpaſian had a great deal of Merit, it 
is certain, that he owed, in a great Meaſure, his 
Advancement to the ſhameful and iniquitous Lives 
of his immediate Predeceſſors Ortho and Vitellius, 
EX c\pecially the latter, who was altogether unwor- 
thy of the Empire; and to the two Generals that 
declared for him, and who ferved him with a Fide- 
lity, Courzge and Skill equal to that of the great- 
2X eit Warriors of ancient Rome, Licinius Mucianus 
WF: was one of them, of whom it is ſaid, that his 
Vices balanced his Virtues, at leaf, if they did not 
exceed them, and, that he was fitter to make 
an Emperor than to become one himſelf. The 
other was Primus Antonius, a Gaul, Native of Tou- 
8 /-u/e, who in his Child hood was ſirnamed Becca, 


Dy 8 vhich is as much as to ſay, the Bill of a Cock. 
ne had been convicted h of great Crimes, for 
im which he was expclicd the Senate, but Galba i re- 
IC inſtated him without enquiring into the Reaſons of 
_ his Expulſion. After this mortifying Diſgrace, he 
I | 
he f Tacit. Hiſtor. iv. Saeton. in Veſp. © Tacit. 
ut Hitt, d Sueton. in Vitell. i Tacit. Ann, 14. 
er. | C5 Went 
he | | | 
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went and offered his Services to Nero, who 1 | 
not ſet any great Value upon him, but Antonius 
managed Matters ſo dextrouſly by his Intrigue 
that he procured the Command of an Army. 1 0 
was exceeding brave and enterpriſing, very prop 
for a bold Action. He perfectiy underſtood the, 4 | 
Art of War, and was intrepid in the greateſt Dan.“ 
gers; but on the other Hand he was ill-naturet | 
and quarrelſome, loving Broils and Factions, dan- 
gerous in Time of Peace and Idleneſs, ever ready | [ 
to plunder and to ſhed Blood. Such were the two! 5 
Generals that made Veſpaſian Emperor, by the ex. 
traordinary Services they did him. 8 

As ſoon as he arrived at Rome, he laboured "i 
put the Town under a proper Regulation, for 
every thing had undergone a great Aherncion by 4 3 
the Troubles and Diſorders of the Times pak. I 


WAS 1 


He drew, from Obſcurity and Oblivion, the Name 
of Flavia Damitilia his late Wife, by granting | 
her Immortality. Temples were erected to her i 
Honour, Altars built, and Prieſts inſtituted, "_ 
were called Domiciliane. In ſhort, they made an 3 
Idol of a Woman; fo that Veſpafs an's Wife, wo 
had ſcarce been known at Rome, in her Life-time, 
was exalted to the Sky by a poſthumous Ho- 
nour, and by an impious Apotheofis, encreaſed the 
Number of the Divinities. 0 
Cenis, the Freed-Woman, found her Account in 
the Advancement of Veſpaſian, for as he always 
loved her, he took her into his Palace, and a- 
ways treated her with as much Reſpect as if ſhe iſ 
had been his Wiſe. It muſt be confeſſed too, that #Z 
ſhe was worthy of it, for ſne had b a vaſt and ex- I 
tenſive Genius, capable of the greateft Under- 
takings, * and a Penetration that nothing could 


Dion. Lib. 65. d Xiphilin, 


eſcape, 
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f % eſcape. She firſt perceived and diſcovered to her 


Miſtreſs Antonia the ambitious Deſigns of Sejanus, 


of which that Princeſs informed Tiberius. To all 


theſe Qualities ſhe added a profound Policy, and 
the moſt diſcreet Conduct, by which ſhe always 
maintained herſelf in the good Graces of Veſpa- 


o ; . o 
ly to his Inclinations; and as ſhe was well ac- 


sn, ſtudying his Humour and conforming entire- 


quainted with this Prince's covetous Temper, ſhe 


was very induſtrious in finding out Methods of 


ſatisfying that, almoſt inſatiable, Deſire he had of 


gathering Money. All the Employments of the 
Empire became venal. The Governments of, 
Provinces, and the Command of the Armies 
were given to thoſe who bid higheſt. The Prieſt- 
hood, which was a ſacred Dignity, and the Abſo- 
lution of Crimes, were bought and fold. A ſcan- 
dalous and ſacrilegious Trafhck was carried on even 
of ſuch Things as belonged to Religion. In ſnort, 
the unworthieſt of Mankind might pretend to the 


moſt honourable and important Employments, 


provided he came with a Purſe well furniſhed, and 


addrefled himſelf to Cenis. Taxes were laid upon 
all Manner of "Things, and every where the Foot- 
ſteps cf this monſtrous Avarice were to be ſeen. 
He eagerly ſeized every Opportunity of heaping 
up Riches, and all Profit was welcome from what- 
ever Quarter it came, His Son Titus, taking the 
Liberty one Day to repreſent to him the Shame- 
fulneſs of laying a Tax upon Urine, the Empe- 
ror giving him a Piece of Money to ſmell to, 
told him that it had no bad Scent, tho' it pro- 
ceeded from what he fo much condemned. A- 
bout this Time Cenis died, to the great Regret 
of Veſpaſian, who did not long ſurvive her. He 


© Dio, lib. 66. 


ſullied 
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36 VVV 8 
ſullied the latter Part of his Reign by the Death of 
Sabinus *, whom he put to Death for a Crime, 

| which 


* The Hiltory of Sabinus deſerves to be particularly 
taken Notice of or rather the Fidelity and conjugal 
Affection of his Wife. Savhinus was a Perſon of great 
Quality, very rich, and had a good Share of Ambition. 
lis Wife's Name was Ejonira, a Lady of great . 1iiue 
and Beauty, During the Troubles in Gul, which 
laſted all the Time that Othe, Fitellins, and Feſpaſian 
were diſputing for the Empire, there was ſcarce a Ge- 
reral of an Army, or Governor of a Province that did 
not imagine he had very good Pretenſions to the 
Throne; Sabinus was one of thoſe, and ſuffering him- 
ſelf to be hurried aw2y by his Ambition, coniented that 
the Army ſhould ſalute him Emperor. The Support 
that he met with from his Countrymen, the Inhabitants 
ot Langre, put him upon this bold Undertaking : Be- 
ſides he pretended to be deſcended from Julius Cz/.r, 
who had had an Intrigue with his Grand mother du— 
ring his Reſidence in Gaul. And adding a great deal 
of Raſhneſs to an extream Vanity, he turned his Arms 
againſt the Romans, which Revolt had very bad Conſe- 
quences for him. His Troops were entirely defeated ; 
and of all thoſe who had joined him, ſome fled and 
others killed themſelves, that they might not fall into 
the Hands of the Roman Generals, who gave no 
Quarter to theſe Rebels, but puniſhed them as their 
Crime Ceferved. Sabinus might have made his Eſcape 
into the remote Parts of Gaul, where he would have 
been ſecure, if he could have prevailed upon himſelf tc 
abandon his Wife, whom he Joved extreamly, and 
was equally beloved by her. He flattered himſelf that 
in Time he might be able to obtain his Pardon, and 
ſo reſolved to conceal himſelf till the "Troubles ſhould 
be over.—A: his Country houſe there were great ſub- 
terrancous Caves, that could not poſſibly be diſcovered, 
except one was let into the Secret. In Effect, of 
all -Satinus's Domeſticks, which were very nume- 

rous, 
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nich on Account of a nine Years Repentance, 
End the Tears of a Wife and two young Children, 
2 | del. rved 


**ZFous, there were but two of his Freedmen (in whom he 
pad an entire Confidence) who were acquainted with 
theſe Caves: Theſe he conferred with in private, and 
gacquainted them with his Intention to hide himſelf in 
*Fone of theſe Caves, till he ſhould have a proper Op- 
= ortunity of procuring his Pardon ; but in the mean 
—Frime (to hinder any Search from being made after him) 
ie designed to give out that he had poiſoned himſelf. 
abinus therefore aſſembled all his Servants, and told 
them, that after the Misfortune that had happened 
to him in the Miſcarriage of his Attempt, he was con- 
*ZFvinced that if he ſhould be ſo unhappy as to fall into 
the Hands of thoſe who had put all the reſt of his 
Party to Death, there was no Puniſhment his Enemies 
would think cruel enough for him, for which Reaſon 
the was determined to deſtroy himſelf. He returned 
them Thanks for their Services and Fidelity, and di{- 
miſſed them all, except the two Confidants. To theſe 
he gave proper Inſtructions, and then buried himſelf 
in the Bowels of this diimal Cavern, ordering his 
Houſe to be ſet on Fire, which was ſoon conſumed to 
8 Aſhes. This Action was attributed to Subinus's De- 
pair, eſpecially ſince the two Freedmen reported every 
where chat their Maſter, to eſcape the Emperor's, Par- 
52% ſuers, had taken Poiſon and then burnt himſelf in 
his Houſe, that they might not have the Pleaſure of 
inſulting his Body. What confirmed this Story, was 
Phporina's going into deep Mourning, and being in- 
gt co::'olable for the Loſs of her Huſband, for ſhe really 
= bclzeved it to be true, as Martial one of the Freedmen 
tad proteſted to der that it waz, She cried and la- 
WF mented exccſitvc!;, as any affectionate Wife would do, 
that is deprved of a Huſband ſhe loved above all the 
World. She was vitited by all the Perſons of Di- 
ſtinction in the Neigobonrhood, who did not fail to 
cointort her all the Ways they could think of ; but 
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deſerved to be pardoned. This was ſuch an AQ 


of Severity, or rather Cruelty, as could not hae 
; been 3 | 
5 


WE 


Eponina, being determined not to outlive this unſpeak. = 
able Affliction, took no Nouriſhment for three Day, 
The News of Sabinuss Death was ſoon ſpread abroad,” 
and there was nobody that doubted it in the leaſt. Fj. 7 
ni nu's deep and unfeign'd Mourning, the Houſe burnt 
the Servants diſmiſſed ; every thing contributed to make 
it taken for granted. In the mean Time, Sabinus wa; 8 
well informed of every Thing, that paſſed, by th. 
truſty Martial, and being afraid that his Wife would 
really die with Grief, thought it high Time to un.“ 
deceive her; he therefore diſpatched his faithful Servant 
to let her know the true State of Ihings, and to er- 
treat her at the ſame Time, not to make any Alteration 
in hes Conduct, leſt it might diſcover what was of 8 
ſuch Importance to him to keep ſecret. So Epeanins, 
carrying on the Deceit, wept and lamented as much 
ever, to all Appearance, but her inconceivable 1mpa 
tience to ſee again her dear Huſband would not ad- 
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mit of Delays; ſhe therefore went to make him am 


Viſit as ſoon as it was dark, and returned before Day 
without being perceived by any Body. This Practice mn 
was continued for ſeven Months, but as it could no 
be carried on any longer without great Trouble and 
Danger, ſhe ventured (in order to ſpare herſelf the one 
and avoid the other; to have him carried into the 3 
Town, to a Houſe ſhe hired for that Purpoſe, her own Ml 
in the Country being burnt : He was fo well wrapt up Wl 
among ſome Furniture, that it was impoſſible to fine 
out the Trick; but after a While, reflecting that it 
might be known by ſome Accident, eſpecially fince Wl 
ſhe was viſited by ſo many People, it was thought 
more ſafe to tranſplant him again into his Den. All 
this ſucceeded as well as they could wiſh, and this La- 
dy had, by her diſcreet and prudent Conduct, the 
Satisfaction to ſee her Huſband as often as ſhe pleaſed, 
in his gloomy Retreat,. during nine Years, AR 
eal 
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been expected from an Emperor, who, in other 


Reſpects, was far from delighting to ſhed Blood, 
IM a R- 


leaſt Suſpicion of any ſuch Thing. But what was 
moſt to be wondered at, and admired in this Affair, 
was, that Eponina being with Child, and very juſtly ap- 
prehending that her Pregnancy would ſoon be taken 
Notice of by the Ladies, who ſaw her at the Aſſemblies 
or the Temples, or eſpecially in the Bath, ſhe dawbed 
herſelf with a certain Ointment, which had the Qua- 
lity of making the Fleſh ſwell, and puffing up the 
Skin : Thus, by the Size of her Legs, Arms, and the 
reſt of her Body, ſhe perfectly welt diiguifed her big 
Belly, which was looked upon as the Conſequence of 
her Diſorder. © She had afterwards the Courage and 
Reſolution to ſuffer the Pains of her Delivery without 
complaining, and to be brought to bed without the 
leaſt Aſſiſtance, of Twins, which ſhe nuried herſelf in 
the Cavern, -all the Time that Sabinus remained there. 
Eponina's being ſo frequently abſent, created however 


ſome Suſpicion at laſt, for People began to be per- 


ſwaded that there muſt be ſome Myſtery in this Be- 
haviour. She was ſo narrowly watched that Sabinus's 


| Retreat was diſcovered. He was immediately arreſted, 
loaded with Chains, and conducted to Rome, with his 


Wife and two Children. As ſoon as they appeared 


before Veſpaſian, Eponina threw herſelf at the Feet of 


the Emperor, and preſenting the Twins, told him 


3 | (with the Tears running down her Cheeks) that long 


ago, the had a mind to implore his Clemency in behalf 


of her Huſband, who had been miſled by his Impru- 
= dence, bad Advice, the Misfortunes of the Civil Wars, 


and the Defire of voun protected againſt the inſupport- 
able Oppreſſions of Tyrants. That he had indeed 
been prevailed upon to make himſelf the Head of a 
Party, for the above mentioned Reaſons, rather than 
from any Motives of Ambition, or Deſire of reigning : 
That ſhe was frequently tempted to throw herſelf upon 
his Mercy, and inform him that her guilty Huſband 

2 Was 
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was ſtill alive, but waited on Purpoſe till the Children 
ſhe then had the Honour to preſent to him, were f 
an Age to join their Tears and Sighs to thoſe of their 
afflicted Mother; that the Number of the Supplicants 8 
might the more effectually diſarm his Indignation. 1 
brought them, ſaid ſhe, into the World in a kind of 
Sepulchre, and may ſay, that they never beheld the 
Light till now. Be moved with our Tears, our Sighs, 
and our Misfortunes, and look with Compaſſion upon 
onr Miſery. 

So melting a Diſcourſe, and the melancholy Scene 
of Eponina's being all this while upon her Knees, with 
her two Children, with up-lifted Hands and broken 
Hearts, begging Pardon for their poor Father, touched Mp 
to the very Soul all that were preſent; and no Body 
doubted but the Emperor would grant the Life of Sa- 
binus, to the ardent Requeit of an afflicted Woman, 
and the irreſiſtible Tears of the two Innocents, WO MY 
beſought his Pity in ſo tender a Manner. So rare an | 
Example of conjugal Love, even required that Veh 
an ſhould give Sabinus to the generous Fidelity and Af. 
fection of ſuch a Wife; but the Emperor was inexo- Wl 
rable. He condemned Sabinus to Death, in order by 
this. unſcaſonable and too 1igorous Severity, to inti- 
midate others from Revoiting againſt their Prince. 1 

Edo nina ſeeing her Huſband loſt beyond all Hopes. 
reſolved to partake with him in his laſt Puniſhment, as 
ihe had done in all his former Sufferings, and putting Wl 
on a haughty and maſculine Countenaiice, told Pejp.- 
fian with a ſurpriung Air of Intrepidity, that he inipht 
be aſſured ſhe did not look with Horror upon Leaih, 
- *fince ſhe had had the Courage and Reſolution to pal: 

nine Years of her Life with Sinus, in the terrible 
Darkneſs of a Cave under Ground, which might pro- 
perly be cal'ed being buried alive. That the was 
even in that lamentable Situation, more ſatisfied and 
content than he upon his 'Throve She with great 

Boldueſs reproached him with his Cruelty Thus, af- 
ter having given an admirable Example of Fidelity and 

conjugul Love, ſhe ſhewed as remarkable a one of her 

heroick Courage and Generoſity. 
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*F/T\HE Emperor Titus was a Prince endued with 
oo great Virtues, tho' when a private i'erſon, he 
pad been very diſſolute and debauched. He was 
educated in Claudius's Court, with Prince Britan- 
ricus, learnt the ſame Exerciſes, and under the ſame 
Maſters. From thence proceeded that great :nti- 
acy, that was between them ever after, and 
bich had like to have been fatal to Titus; for ® he 
vas within a little of being poiſoned with Britan- 
Vicus, by taſting the Soup that was prepared for 
the Prince. | 

= 7:5, when at Court, had a Preſage of his fu- 


nt ure Grandeur; for one Day Narci//us, Secretary 
a, end Favourite to Claudius, ſent for a Phyſiognomiſt 


o kno'v his Opinion, with Regard to the Deſtiny 
of Britanricus, who aſſured him that Britannicus 


- voold never be Emperor, but that the other, 
0 pointing to Titus, would. 

be by » Titus was extraordinary handſome, which per- 
f. aps in ſome Meaſure influenced the Soothſayer in 
24 is Favour, In his Countenance there ſhone a 
er lajeſtick Air, mixed with Sweetneſs, which had 


ſomething 
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ſomething in it ſo noble, that any Body „oe 
ſooner have taken him for a Prince than an inſe. 
rior Perſon, He was © extremely ſkilful at 21 
Exerciſes, had a wonderful Memory, a great Fa 
Cility in compoſing, both in Proſe and Verſe, and 
was ſo 4 dextrous at counterfeiting all Sorts of 
Writing, that it was impoſſible to diſtinguiſh the 
True from the Falſe: He uſed to ſay, that if be 
had a Mind he could have been a very great 
Rogue. 3 4 | 
After he had ſerved ſome Time in Germany, and| 3 
England, in Quality of Military Tribune *, he took! 
a Fancy to ſtudy the Law, and pleaded at 'the Bar; 
and when he returned to Rome he married Art: 5 1 
cidia Tertulla, Daughter of a Knight, who hal? 
been Colonel of the Guards; but this Lady yigg 
ſoon after, he married Marcia Furnilia, who wall 
deſcended from one of the moſt illuſtrious Fami 
lies in Rome. He was forced to ſeparate froall 
her in a little Time, for Veſpafs an his Father be 
ing taken up with the Conqueſt of Fudea, em- 
ployed Titus under him; and afterwards when 1 : 
quitted that Country, to take Poſſeſſion of the | 
Empire, upon Vitelliuss Death, he left Titus wi 2 
command the Army; who in that Station ac. % 
quitted himſelf with all the Ability of the muff 4 
experienced General, performing the Duty both Y 
of Captain and private. Soldier. He took thi 
Town of Feruſalem aſter a long Siege, during 2 
which 
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* The Employment of Military Tribune was ver 
conſiderable, at the Beginning of the Republic 
Thoſe who were inveſted with it had great Auth» 
rity in the Armies; but under the Emperors they weil 
leſs powerful, for then they became much upon a lei 
with our Camp Maſters. 
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3X which the Fews ſuffered all that a Nation, who 
had drawn upon themſelves the Wrath of God, 
could ſuffer; and the obſtinate Reſiſtance made 

Da- by that wretched People, only ſerved to heighten 
the Glory of the Conqueror. The Town was 
taken by Aſſault on the 8th of September, which 
"XZ Day was alſo remarkable to Titus, for the Birth 

he of a Daughter, that Furnilia was delivered of at 

eat Rome, which was named Julia; and we ſhall fee 
by the Sequel that this young Princeſs did not in- 
and herit the Virtues of her Father. 

bon Titus, however, during his Stay in Judea, was 


ar; not ſo taken up with his Military Occupations as 


71. not to find Leiſure for other Matters: His Attach- 
had ment to the Princeſs Berenice, Siſter to King 
in; Agrippa, employed no ſmall Proportion of his 
wal Time. Her Charms made ſo deep an Impreſ- 
mi ſion on him, that in the Exceſs of his Paſſion he 
om promiſed to marry her. | 
be After the Expedition of Fudea, Titus returned 
em-. to Rome, covered with Laurels. He was _— 
=— | wit 


* Trtus literally verified the Prediction of Jeſus 
a Chriſt, concerning the Deſtruction of Feru/alem ; 
for all the Miſeries fell upon that wicked People, 
= with which the Saviour of the World had threatened 
theme They ſuffered all the Calamities that can be 
ig :mazined, eſpecially ſo dreadful a Famine, that a 
rin; Woman was conſtrained to kill her ſucking Child, 
hic and devour it after it was roaſted. That noble and mag- 
gniicent City was torn up from the very Foundations, 
and Titus cauſed the Plow to paſs over it. Above 
eleven hundred thouſand Souls periſhed with Hunger, 
ve and all Sorts of Hardſhips during the Siege, beſides 
lich ninety thouſand that fell into the Hands of the 
tho Romans when the Town was taken; Part of which 
wer were ſold for Slaves, and the reſt ſent to Rome, where 
lee they were condemned to hard Labour, in the Con- 
ſtruction of a prodigious Amphitheatre. 
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with the greateſt Demonſtrations of Joy, and the 
Senate decreed him the Honour of a Triumph! 
_ Jointly with his Father, amidſt the Applauſes 0 
loud Aclammations of the whole Town, who be- 
held him with Admiration. But ſoon after, he di. A 
miniſhed extreamly the advantageous Idea that 
People had conceived of him, by his irregular C. 
Behaviour. He gave himſelf up entirely to al“ . 
Sorts of Vice, and frequently paſſed whole Nisbuf 
in Debauch, with the moſt diſſolute and aban. 
doned of Mankind, induiging himfelf in the wel, 
infamous Pleaſures; and to All theſe Exceſſes ad- 
ded the greateſt Degree of Cruelty ; ſo that even 
=_—_ was of Opinion, he would make a ſeconiſ 3 
ero. h! 
He was much deſpiſed on Account of his violent I 
Attachment to Berenice, for People could not en- 3 
dure that he ſhould be ſo extreamly fond of | "= 
Stranger, as they were apprehenſive that he deſign- 1 b 
ed to raiſe her to the Empire; and the Death ay 
Cecinna, a Perſon of great Diſtintion, who bal 
been Conſul, was attributed to his Jealouſy. Lt 
is true, that this Action was excuſed in ſome Mea 5 
ſure, by the Neceſſity he ſeemed to lye under of q 
preventing the dangerous Views of that ambi- i 
tious Senator, who was ſowing the Seeds of Re- 
bellion among the Soldiers; and it was given ot 
that there was found upon him a Speech that bei 
had compoſed with great Artifice, and calculated 
to ſpirit up the Army to a Revolt, which he wa 
to have ſpoke to the Legions. People of the 
oreateſt Penetration * looked upon this as only a 
Pretence, made uſe of by Titus, to cover a * 3 
Aſſaſſination, but that it really was the Effects i 
his Jealouſy ; for he imagined that Cecinna was not 
indifferent 
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the different to Berenice; and not being able to bear 
ph pis Rival, put on a Reſolution to get rid of him, 
d hich he did in a moſt ſcandalous Manner, quite 
be- nworthy of a great Prince; for having one 
di. Might invited him to Supper, he was not aſhamed 
hat Wo violate the ſacred Laws of Hoſpitality, ſo far 


lat) s to have him maſſacred as he was retiring from 


a Ine Hall of Entertainment, in order to go to his 


an lt may well be ſuppoſed, that Titus was too 
nuch in Love with Berenice, to have any great 
ad- Regard for bis Wife; he therefore eaſily prevailed 
er! Jypon himſelf to divorce her, which confirmed Peo- 
ond ple in their Belief, that he was determined to place 
is Miſtreſs upon the Throne. This was ſuch a 
ent monſtrous Novelty as prej.diced all the World 
en- gainſt him: The Romans detefted the ver 
f houghts of it, as much as they had abhorred the 
on- {Deſign of Mart Anthony in favour of Cleopatra, 
of to whom he had promiſed the Empire. 
had Titus, however, ſoon gave People ſufficient 
RNeaſon to alter their Opinion with regard to his 
ea. Conduct; for, no ſooner was he become Empe- 
of ror, by the Death of his Father, than he ſhewed 


1bi- A bimſclf the very Reverſe to what he had been be- 
Re- fore : ſo that it ſeemed as if he had changed his 
ot Nature and Inclinations together with his Eortune. 
he 4 His Glory and Reputation, (with an ardent Deſire 
tel to do every Thing in his Power to pleaſe the Ro- 
wa want) were now become his predominant Paſſions, 
the ſo much, that the Day of his Exaltation to the 


WW Empire, put the finiſhing Stroke to his Love for 
rr Berenice, or rather he had Virtue enough to deny 
cl himſelf; for this Prince, who in Contempt of the 
not Laws, had been a Slave to a Foreigner, was now 
rent become a Slave to thoſe Laws in oppoſition to 

that Princeſs. He bid her therefore depart to her 


Own 
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own Country, and obliged her to go and conceal, 
in Judea, the powerful Charms that had captivated 
him to ſuch a Degree. By making ſuch a Sacri- 
fice {which no Doubt went to his very Heart) 
he was reſolved f to give an undeniable Inſtance of 
the Command he had over his Paſſions. Their 
Separation was very moving. Berenice made her 
Lover many a tender Reproach, capable of melting 
the hardeſt Heart. 7 
She put him in Mind of all the Marks of Affec- 
tion ſhe had given him, and the Sincerity of it, 1 4 
which had induced her to quit her own Country, 
and travel over ſo many Provinces, with a Lover 
that was now ſo ready to part with her; ſhe reproach- 
ed him with the Promiſes he had ſo often repeated, 
not only to love her always but even to marry i 
her, which he now had it in his Power to perform. 
Titus, on his Part, proteſted that nothing could be 
ſo grievous to him as thoſe ſevere Laws of the 
Empire, which laid him under the cruel Neceſſity 
of baniſhing, from his Preſence, an Object that 
was ſo dear to him. Berenice overwhelmed with 
Sorrow and Deſpair, was forced to ſet out for 
the Eaſt, to repent at Leiſure, of her Credulity | 
in accompanying Titus to Rome, in hopes of be- 
coming his Wife, which had made her deſpiſe 
Reputation, and every thing that was dear to 
her. She gave all thoſe of her Sex an inſtructive 
Leſſon, and taught them how little they ought to 
depend upon the flattering Promiſes which Lovers 
are ſo liberal of in the Ardour of their Paſſion, 
which they generally violate as eaſily as they 
make them. 3 
Titus's whole Occupation, from that Day for- 
ward, conſiſted in endeavouring to make the World 


happy. 


Sueton. in Tit. 
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\ Bzppy. All the Virtues that were neceſſary to 

ender a Prince perfedly accompliſhed, ſhone out 
his Conduct and Behaviour, to ſuch a Degree, 
at he was called the Delight of Mankind; a 


fille infinitely more glorious and deſirable than 
r Ill thoſe ſuperb. and pompous Sirnames, with 


yhich his infamous Predeceſſors had been ſo unde- 
ervedly honoured, and who ought to have been 
—ZEall-d Tyrants, rather than Fathers of their 
Country. 

Among the reſt of his good Qualities, Titus 
rarried Generoſity as far as it could go. It was 
bis greateſt Pleaſure to grant Favours, to make 
Preſents, and to do good Offices; and was often 
peard to ſay, that nobody ought to quit the Pre- 
ence of a Great Prince but with a contented 
Heart. His Hand was ever ready to beſtow, and 
ee had fo great and noble a Soul, that one Night 
ccollecting that nobody had, the preceding Day, 
ſred any thing of him, he lamented as if it were 
great Misfortune, and ſaid, as he was fitting 
own to Table; Alas! my dear Friends, I have 
Bot one Day of my Life! Sentiments truly 
gw orthy ofa great Emperor, and ſo well expreſſed in 
Et hoſe few Words, that they have been taken Notice 
of and tranſmitted to Poſterity by all the Hiſto- 
rians. He diſplayed his Magnificence in the great 
and coltly Reparations that he cauſed to be made 
Win Rome, and eſpecially in the Conſtruction of that 
ſtupendous Amphitheatre that his Father had be- 
gun, but which he finiſhed and brought to the 
utmoſt Perfection; a Work, the Remains of 


which are ſtill the Wonder and Admiration of al} 
the World“. - Bf 


* When this Amphitheatre was entire, it was by 
much the nobleſt Building in Rome. Martial ſpeaks of 
it with great Encomiums in one of his Epigrams, 


Ant 
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If ſuch a Prince as this had lived to a great A oe if : 
it would have been an ineſtimable Bleſſing to hel 3 
World, but unfortunately his Life was fhort: He 
died in the third Year of his Reign; and People 5 
had good Reaſon to believe, that his Brother De- 5 f 
mitian, who ſucceeded him in the Empire, was the i 
Contriver of his Death. l 


DoMaITI a ö 3 


Omnis Cefn cedat labor Amnphitheatro, L 8 


Unum pre cunctis uma loquatur Opus. Wo 
1 


In the middle of this Amphitheatre they erected ce 
great Statue of Nero, which was called the Co/offus, up. 2 
on which Account that Place was known by the Name 


of the Coloſſeum. Here it was that the Romans indulged 0 
themſelves in the cruel Pleaſure of ſeeing Men fight“ tl 


againſt wild Beaſts; and in this Place was St. Ignatius, I 
Biſhop of Antioch, expoſed to the Lions. Here alſo an ers 
infinite Number 'of Martyrs ſhed their Blood for the 0 


fake of Jeſus Chriſt. This Amphitheatre > now hall 3 | 4 


ruined, but the noble Remains of it give us the bighef Wi 
Idea of the Roman Grandeur. There is a devout In. £ 
ſcription on that Side of it next to C:nftantine's Trium - 
phal-Arch, and another on the oppoſite Side. 
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JEAUTY and Virtue do not always go to- 


f | Þ gether; on the contrary, it is an old Obſer- 
e ation, that they ſeldom meet: For natural Con- 
i WW itution generally triumphs over Prudence and 
4, \1:defty, which too often, prove but weak Barri- 


an ers againſt violent and depraved Appetites. We 


the rave ſeen what an ill Uſe Julia, Poppea, and others 
ally Wt the like Stamp, made of their Charms; and 
5 re row to relate in what Manner Doitia em- 


dloyed hers, 


She was Daughter of Domitius Corbuls, one 
df the greateſt Men that ever Rome produced. 
is Virtues Civil and Military, put him upon a 
evel with the moſt famous Generals, and ableſt 
Politicians of ancient Re. Honeſt and incor- 
uptible in all his Behaviour, he had nothing at 
cart but the Glory of acquitting himſelf well in 
I his Actions. Prudent as he was in his Under- 
kings, intrepid in Dangers, and impenetrable in his 
ens, he was almoſt ſure of Succeſs in all his 
Frojects, nor could that Succeſs be ever attributea 
o Chance. Of the greateſt Preſence of Mind, fo 
hat he was ever furniſhed with almoſt infallible 
Kctources, even againſt Accilents that could leaſt 
V or. II. D | ok 


> : . n 

7 / 1 Ned g 5 ROS 

an 1 3 F 

r * n AE na WE 
— Pe * 15 pl, KN ” 


I 3 7 F 
GER os . 


DONE 
N 5-1 Ns 


\ 
. 
4 
1 
. 
14 
yu; 
1 
i 
*x 
4 , 
'F 
F 
17 
i 
th 
G 77 
. 
oy 
Lo 
=: 
$ 1 
n 
5 3 
1 
x 2 
1 
we 
=_ * 
F 
. 
FY 1 
3 
P. 
Vt 
4-386 
£ 3 
11 
A 1 
= 
i II) 
+: 
» 
A 
i 
© BE 
4 
111 
=; 
* 
o 1 
l 
11 - ö 
1 
{ 4 ' 
v8 
= 44 
= >: 
1 
l : 
1. N 
* 
1 * 
5 14 
0 
"FH N 
1 
94 
9 
wn 
ET! 
bi : 
11114 4 
35% 
194 85 4 
=. 
, [1 
' 
4 n 
in 45":B 
Li» : 
1 
1 
1 
„ 
1p 
; 12 RN 
'% „ 2 
T3482 535% 
193 >: : 
bo 1 29 
- HERES 
=_; i by 
1 * 
$ s 
| bs 4 7 
: 19 
| \ 114 
in, 1 
i . 
: 443% 
19 * 
177 
1 77 : 
"1 + ty 
. 3:59 
. : 
i 
1 
: 4? 188 
=2z : 
ro. 
3 +: 4*6Y 
1 
4 - 
me: 
1 | . 
N 1 
. : 
this. 1 N 
* : 
7.79 ; 
I'S 
- 
1% : 4 
& 
+1 
"7? 
© © : 
{ 4 
o : 
Fat 
< 
"2 
. 
1” v6 ; : 
5 ; 
+18 [ 
7 208 
4 We, 
! 5 + 8 
Þ* 37Y 
4 : 
: Ft j f 
1343S := 
W 
1 ö 
17 F 
„ 
0 
1 
27 | 
£5 j 
1 i 
„ 
+ ' 
KEY > : 
177 ! 
#45 1 
11 
C j 1 
4 
19 * 4 
L 
. 
2 ' 
* : z 
» 
14 : 
ne : 
4 ' 
1 


8 — — — 
e = , 


Experience in the Art of War, he had the Secret 


of all be foreſeen; ſo that, by his conſummat ff 4 


of making every Event turn to his Advantage y ﬀ 
It was a common Saying of his *, that a Genera r. 
ſhould know how to beat the Enemy with ever; * 


Kind of Weapon, and indefatigable Labour. An, 
Beſides all this, he was endued with ſo inviol:® 


ble a Fidelity, even in Regard to his Enemies, "= 
thoſe of the Empire, that the very Barbarian! 
loved and eſteemed him, tho? he was their ae | 
Terror. In ſhort his Uprightneſs Þ, vaſt Ability {4 
his numerous Victories, and the Triumphs win _ 
which he was honoured, rendered him ſo univers '$ 
ſally admired, that every Body judged him word 3 le 
of the Empire. 1 
Domitia Longina, being thus conſiderable upoliif d 
Account of her Father, was yet more ſo by be Y 
Beauty, for which no Lady in Rome could Wane. 
compared to her. She was then in the Bloom nl ab 
her Youth, that irreſiſtible Charm that geld } d 
fails to gain Admirers, of which ſhe had Abu * 
dance, and of the firſt Claſs. All the you 
Men of Quality and Diſtinction eagerly fo 1 ef 
her Alliance, and Elius Lamia, of the antient ulli** 
iluſtrious Family of the Lamians, was proud f „ 
the Honour of marrying her. 5 
This Senator, (who by a fabulous Sort of A W. . 
nealogy, was made to deſcend from the Gl „ 
themſelves, by Lamus, Son of Neptune) had! el 
the Merit that was poſſible for a Man to hull 8 
and would have fixed any other Heart but . 4 
of Domitia ; but this Lady was too much a (Wl © 
quette, to confine her Inclinations within the MM A 
10 
„„. 


Domitius Corbulo Dolorea, id eſt, operibus hof 
vicendum eſſe dicebat Frontin, Stratagem. 1. 4. 


» Tacit. An. 15. c. 27. 
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3 w Limits of conjugal Fidelity: For in loſing 
„er Father, whom Nero, (that Enemy to all Vir- 

oe) ſacrificed to his brutal Fury, ſhe was de- 
rived of all thoſe good Examples, and Leſſons, 
11 rhich he had been very aſſiduous in giving her; 

d her Ambition being added to her natural Bent 
J Gallantry, turned the Daughter of the viſeſt 
Ind greateſt of Men into the moſt abandoned and 
ebauched Courtezan in Rome. | 
Domitian, ſecond Son of the Emperor Veſpa- 
... an, was the firſt who, by his particular Attach- 
vi ent to her, gave room for Suſpicions that were 
et at all advantageous to her Reputation. Peo- 
mM le could not but have a very indifferent Opinion 

ber Virtue, ſince ſhe could ſuffer that Prince's 

= ddrefſes with ſo much Complaiſance, and in ſuch 
Manner as muſt needs be taken Notice of by 
= the World: So that nobody imagined her ca- 
ble of making any great Reſiſtance againſt the 


do dent Purſuits of Domitian, who was the only 
bu erſon that could advance her. Lamia beirg 
ou ; : S 
ou Pore intereſted than others, did not fail to make 
ug pc Reflections; he could not help being much 
t armed, nor were thoſe Alarms without Foun- 
ud ron: For ſcarce was Demitian * upon the 


= brone, than making Uſe of the Sovereign Power 
- CE became inveſted with, he brutally forced Da- 

1 from her Huſband, and married her ſoon 
my rer, bonouring her with the Title of Augrft, 

ithout troubling himſelf with any of thoſe For- 
alities that Auguſtus thought himſelf bound to 
lerve when he married Livia; for he did not 
it till he had conſulted the Gods and their 
ontiffs, and made great Apologies to Tiberius 
ere, her Huſband. 


; hol 


4. 4 Dio. lib. 67. © Suert. cap. 1. in Domit. 
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As violent and ſudden Paſſions are ſeldom laft- 


ing, People were of Opinion, that Domitian's 


would eaſily be extinguiſhed, by the Liberty he 
Had of gratifying it, and, that he would ſoon be 
weary of a Woman over whoſe Virtue he had 
made ſo cheap a Conqueſt: Beſides, there were 
powerful Reaſons of State, that ſeemed to plead 
hard for his putting away Domitia. The Empe- 
ror Titus , his Brother, had a Mind to marry 
him to his Daughter Julia, a Princeſs of admirable 
Beauty, nothing inferior to that of Domitia, and 
their Tempers pretty much alike, in Point of 
Gallantry. But Love is ſeldom directed by Max- 
ims of Policy, and Domitian was too much capti- 
vated to prefer his Fortune to his Paſſion, eſpecial- 
ly, as he had ? already a Daughter by Domitia. He 
was therefore deaf to all that could be ſaid upon 
that Article, and conſtantly refuſed the Alliance 
that his Brother offered him; fo with great Indif- 
ference he ſaw Titus gave his Daughter Julia to 
Sabinus, his Couſin German, though the Empire 
was her Portion. | 

It was impoſſible for Domitian to give his Mil- 
treſs a greater Mark of his Eſteem, than his re- 
j-Qing, for her Sake, one of the moſt amiable 
Ladies in Rome, and the higheſt Fortune in the 
World. So great a Sacrifice ſeemed to promik: 
her no leſs than an unchangeable Affection, but 
nothing is ſo uncertain as the Caprices of Love 
for it often happens, that it is near its Concluſion, 
when it appears moſt firm and durable. > Julia was 


no ſooner married to Sabinus, than Domitian be: 


came deſperately in Love with ber; he was quite 
indifferent, when he might innocently have indulged 
Pl 


f Sueton. in Domit. cap. xxii. & Svet. in Domi 
Cap. iii. h Seton, in Domit. cap. xxil, 
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an Affection for her, and violently ſmitten, when 
he could not love her without a Crime; ſuch is 
the miſcrable Depravity of human Nature: It ſcaree 
ever happens, that Men ardently deſire any Thing 
but what is unlawful. | 
That which moſt contributed to inflame Donitian 
was, that Julia, notwithſtanding the Contempt he 
had ſhewn for her, was far from reſenting it; on 
the contrary, ſhe took Care to let him ſee that ſhe 
could forgive him, without committing any great 
Violence. upon herſelf. She had the Character of 
not being over cruel, and accordingly, thought Do- 
mitian made her fufficient amends for the Slight he 
had put upon her, by his Repentance, which ſhe 
was reſolved to believe real and fincere, and there- 
fire gave herſelf up to him, without Reſerve, 
ſhamefully abuſing the Liberty of ſeeing each 
other as often as they pleaſed, which Nearneſs of 
Kindred furniſhed them with; ſo Julia made no 
Scruple to proſtitute herſelf to him, who a little 
before, had deſpiſed . her: Her Behaviour in this 
Reſpect, made it plainly appear, that diſorderly 
* and Delicacy are incompatible. 
atters were carried on more ſcandalouſly after 
Titus's Death, for there was an End of all Con- 
ſtraint and Decency, when that Emperor was 
no more, i and our two Lovers, having nothing 
now to fear, gave full Scope to their infamous 
Paſſion. There was one Thing that ſeemed to 
interrupt their brutal Felicity. Sabinus was Huſ- 
band to Julia, and Domitian was become ridicu- 
louſly jealous of him, as if he himſelf had the 
ſole right to a Poſſeſſion, which Julia could not 
give him without being guilty in the higheſt De- 


i Sueton. in Domit. cap. xxii. 
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cree: He therefore determined as ſoon as poſſible 
to get rid of this troubleſome Obſtacle. 

Domitia, in the mean Time, ſoon perceived a 
great Change in the Emperor, but far from com- 
plaining, ſhe on the contrary, ſaw this Alteration 
with great Indifference, comforting herſelf with 
reflecting, that, at moſt, he was only revenged of 
her numerous Infidelities, with regard to him; and 
as if ſhe had reſolved to copy after him exactly, 
and regulate her Conduct according to his, ſhe 
abandoned herſelf publickly to Libertiniſm, as 
ſoon as ſhe found that he did ſo without Reſerve, 
She cerried her Impudence and Proftitutions as far 
as they could go, and with an almoſt unparalleled 
Infolence and Audaciouſneſs, gave herſelf k up en- 
tirely to the vileſt and moſt contemptible of Man- 
Kind. Paris the Comedian, with whom. ſhe was 
tecome furiouſly in Love, was the Perſon ſhe was 
londeſt of, and whom ſhe encouraged without the 
leat Regard to Shame or Decency. 

Domitian, for his Part, did not give himſelf 
much Trouble neither, about his Wife's Conduct, 
for being taken up with the Intrigue between him 
and his Niece, he was ! ſatished with divorcing 
her, conformable to the Advice which the Senator 
Ur/us gave him; but for Paris, he had him aſſaſ- 
ſinated in the open Street. This was all the Re- 
venge he took of Domitia; but he would have 
done better, if he had taken the Advice that ſome 
People gave him, and had put an End to her 
Diſſolutions, together with her Life; by prudent- 
ly and juſtly employing againſt her, the Puniſh- 
ment he inflited upon the innocent Sabinus, ** 
| e 


* Sueton. in Domit. cap. iii. Aurel. Victor. in 
Domit. Sueton. in Domit. cap. iii. KXiphilin. in 
Domit. 
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he put to Death upon ridiculous Pretences, in or- 
der to enjoy his Wife, without a Rival, But he 


had ſoon Reaſon to repent of his Proceedings,. in 


both theſe Caſes : For Demitia lived to diſhonour 
him more and more, by her infamous Behaviour 3 
and the Death of Salinus (who had ſtood ſo much 
in his Way) and which he imagined would procure 
him the free Poſſeſſion of Julia, only ſerved to 
occaſion her Deſtruction:? For no ſooner had Do- 
mitian cut off Sabinus, who he looked upon as the 
fatal Obſtacle to his Happineſs, than he abandoned 
himſelf intirely to his ungovernable Paſſion for 
Julia, who on her Side, was not aſhamed to be- 
have with her Uncle, juſt as ſhe might have done 
with her Huſband; in ſhort, they lived together 
2 ſo much Familiarity, that Tulia became with 
hild. 

Then it was, that they were ſenſible of their 
Folly, in having, inconſiderately put to Death, a 
Man that would have been ſo neceſſary to their 
abominable Commerce. They were aſhamed, 
that all the Town ſhould ſee the ſcandalous. Fruit of 
their Inceſt, and, that the whole Empire ſhould 
know that an Uncle had carried on ſuch a ſhame- 
ful Amour wich his Niece. So true it is, that 
even thoſe who have ſovereign Power, and conſe- 
quently are above being called to Account, are 
fill deſirous to conceal their Vices. Domitian 
then, reſolving to take ſuch Meaſures, as ſhould 
hide from the World the Crime he had been 
guilty of with Julia, and which otherwiſe muſt 
ſoon be diſcovered, had Recourſe to another Piece 
of Iniquity, for ® he perſwaded her to ſwallow a 
Potion, that was to cauſe a Miſcarriage; and Hiſto- 
ry informs us, that it was not the firſt Time ſhe 


„ Dio. Lic. 67. — 
D 4 had 
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had been obliged to that wicked Expedient. Rut 
it happened, that this murdering Praught operated 
ſo much more powerfully than they expected, that 
it occaſioned the Death of Julia n. This may 
ſerve as a profitable Leſſon to thoſe barbarous Wo- 


men, who having no Inclination to deny their fu- 


rious Paſſions, by adhering to the Rules of Virtue, 
are yet willing to ſave Appearances, and preſerve 
that Honour in the Eye of the World, which they 
are not afraid of forfeiting before that Being who 
ſees their moſt ſecret Actions: They frequently 
meet with their Puniſhment, where they hoped to 
find Relief. 

The Death of Julia re-inftated Domitia in the 
Emperor's good Graces, for his Love for that Wo- 
man having been rather lulled aſleep, than extin- 
guiſhed, he recalled her, under Pretence, that the 


People entreated that Favour of him; and ridicu- 


louſly declared, » that ſhe ſhould again be admit- 
ted to his ſacred Bed. He did not reflect, that 
the ſame Reaſons for which he put her away, ſub- 
fifed ſtill, and were even more ſtrong than ever. 
This Inconſtancy and want of Thought, expoſed 
him to Satires and Criticiſms: People ſaid, he had 
committed a great Fault, either in parting with her 
without ſufficient Provocation, or recalling her 
without Amendment; ſo, that his Behaviour be- 


came the common Topick of every Converſation, 


but the Liberty they took proved fatal to many 
of them. Subjects may lament the Faults of 
their Prince in ſilence, which never makes them 
culpable, but Kings are not to be jeſted with. 
Helvidius was put to Death, for having compoſ- 


# 


„ Soeton. in Domit. cap. xxii. Dio. 16. Plin. 
Fpit. 11, » Sueton, in Domit. c. xiii. Sueton. in 
Domit. | 
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ed ſome Verſes, where, in the Characters of Paris 
and Enona, he made Reflections upon the Empe- 
ror's having divorced Domitia. Lama alſo loſt 
his Life, for being ſomewhat too free upon that 
Subject, though he had certainly a better Right to 
take Liberties than any Body, as his Wiſe had 
been forced from him by Violence. And in ſhor:,. 
every one that had dared to blame the Cond.t.t 
that Tyrant, experienced his Cruelty, for theſe 
Railleries were the more inſupportable in that he 
was conſcious of their being true. He could not but 
call to mind, à the infamous Debaucheries of Do- 
mitia, with all ſorts of vile, low, and contempti- 
ble Wretches-; as well as the horrid Exceſſes ſhe 
had been guilty of with Paris the Comedian, whoſe 
publick Puniſhment ſufficiently proved his Crime ; 
and as theſe tormenting Reflections augmented his 
Anger, in Proportion as they increaſed his Shame, 
he breathed nothing but Rage and Fury. One of 
Paris's Pupils © was immediately executed, be- 
cauſe there happened to be ſome Reſemblance be- 
tween his Maſter and him. And Aermogenes, a Na- 
tive of Tar/us, underwent the ſame Fate, for hav- 
ing made Uſe of ſome offenſive Expreſſions in 2 
Hiſtory he had wrote. Atlaſt, not knowing who: 
to exerciſe his Reſentment upon, he made every 
Body feel the Effects of his Vengeance, without 
reſpecting Virtue, Relationſhip, Age, or Innocence, 
Glabrion, who had been Conſul, and who, they 
ſay, was pretty much inclined to the Chriſtan Re- 
ligion, and Flavius Clementius, his own Couſin- 
German, were of the Number of thoſe who were 
executed by this Tyrant. Domitilia, Wife to the 
latter, was baniſhed to the Ifland. of: Pangateria, 


4 Aurel. Victor. in Domit. 7 Sueton, in Domit.. 
* Queton. in Domit. cap. xv. 
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and Flavia, another of his own near Relations, to 
the Iſle of Pontia, where ſhe received the Palm of 
Martyrdom, and became infinitely more illuſtrious 
by the Honour ſhe had of dying for the Sake of 
Jesus CHRIS H, whoſe Religion ſhe had embra- | 
ced, than that of being Couſin to this moſt unwor- 
thy Emperor. 1 

It might have been expected, that Domitia 
would have taken Example by what had been in- 
Aicted upon Paris the Comedian, and all the other 
bloody Executions we have mentioned, but ſhe 
was ſo far from altering her Behaviour, that ſhe 

rather grew worſe, for her having hitherto eſcaped 
the Puniſhment ſhe deſerved, encouraged her to go 
on in the ſame Way; ſhe imagined that, as ſhe 
had carried her Abominations to the higheſt Pitch, 
without its being attended with any very bad Conſe- 
quenees, ſhe had nothing further to be apprehen- 
ſive of; ſo, not content with giving herſelf up in- 
tirely to all Kinds of Debauchery, ſhe even boaſted 
of it; and in a publick Manner, committed thoſe 
Crimes, which any other would, at leaſt, have en- 
deavouted to conceal. 

It is amazing, that this Empreſs, ſuch as ſhe has 
been deſcribed, ſhould have met with People, that 
have highly -extolled and commended her; Jeſe- 
phus, however, that celebrated Hiſtorian, and in 
other Reſpects, fo honeſt a Man, has not been 
aſhamed to do this : He has repreſented her as a 
moſt virtuous Princeſs, and has beſtowed upon her 
a Profuſion of mercenary and ſelf-intereſted Praiſes, 
in Return for the many ſubſtantial Favours ſhe ho- 
noured him with, and for having taking him under 
herimmediate Protection. 

Precopus has alſo followed the Example of the 
above-mentioned Few, and painted her out in the 


moſt beautiſul Colours, as a Princeſs endued with 
Virtue, 
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Virtue, and every good Quality, By this extra- 
ordinary and undeſerved Commendation, we may 
ſee, that there is no Body ſo bad as not to be ap- 
proved of by ſome People, if they have but Power 
aud Authority. 

But Domitian, who knew his Wife better than 
any Body, could not prevail upon himſelf to think 
ſo well of her. He was thoroughly informed of all 
ber Conduct, and was well aſſured, that there was 
nothing ſhe was not capable of after the Life ſhe 


had led; he therefore determined to puniſh her, 


once for all, according to her Deſerts, and put her 
to Death. The Day intended for this Execution, 
was to have been fatal to a great many others as 
well as her; for the Emperor, having taking a 
Diſtike to a Number of his Courtiers, had reſolved: 
to put an End to his Jealouſies, at the Expence of 


their Lives; and with this View, he had drawn up: 


a Liſt of ſuch Perſons as were to be ſacrificed to 
his Fury; and Domitia, his Wife, was the firſt 
upon the Roll. Petronius, Parthenius Great Cham- 
berlain, Norbanus, and ſeveral others were alſo of 
the Number of thoſe who were deſtined to De- 
ſtruction ; and certainly they would have had but a: 
tew Hours to live, if they had not been ſaved by a. 
Kind of Miracle. | x 
The Emperor kept about hima young Child, 
whoſe Prattle he was very fond of, which: entering 
one Day into Domitian's Chamber, when he was. 
alleep, found a Paper at the Bed's Head, under 
the Boifter, and carried it away with him for» a. 
Play-thing. Dvmitia, meeting with the Child, be- 
gan to divert herſelf with him. In carefling the 


Boy ſhe foon ſpied the Paper, which he took from 


him and read. But what a Surprize was ſhe in- 
when ſhe ſaw her, own Name among thoſe who. 
had but a Day to 19 Being in Poſſeſſion of this. 
* * 
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Important Liſt, ſhe loſt no Time in aſſembling all 
thote who were equally concerned in it with her- 
ſelf; and in order to prevent the Misfortune which 
threatened them, ſhe informed them of the Dan- 
ger they were in, and proved it by producing the 
Writing. | | 
The Time was very ſhort, the Peril exceſſive 
and, conſequently it was no Seaſon for heſitating, 
what to do; they therefore immediately agreed, 
that there was but one Way to prevent the Evil, 
and, that was to be before-hand with him, by 
giving him that Death which he had prepared for 


them. This was accordingly done, and Domitian, 
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who was maſſacred in his Bed, left a uſeful Leſ- 
ſon to all bloody Tyrants, to teach them, that a 
miſerable and untimely End, is often the juſt 
Puniſhment which they bring upon «themſelves, by 


their Violence and Cruelty. * Hiſtory informs us 


of nothing further relating to Domitia, but, by 
u hat we have ſeen of her, we may venture to take 
it for granted, without doing much wrong to her 
Memory, that ſhe paſſed the Remainder of her Life 
after the ſame Manner; and, that ſince the con- 
ſtant Fear of Puniſhment ſhe was in during her 
Huſband's. Life, was not of Force enough to in- 
fivence her Behaviour,. ſhe did not alter her Con- 


duct for the better, under the Reigns of Nerva and 


2: 6jan, who were not guilty of Cruelty, except 
to the Chriſtians. 
1 


—_ 


famous Magician Apollonius of Thayne, being then. 
harranguing the People of Ephe/us, ſtopped ſhort, and 


began to cry out: Strike the Tyrant, Strike him; and 


he declared to all that were preſent, that that Inſtant 
they were killing the Emperor at Rome. 


* [t is confidently affirmed, by all the Hiſtorians, 
that in the very Moment, when they were aſſaſſinating 
Domitian at Rome, it was known at Epheſus ; for the 


— 


THE. 


Roman Empreſſes. 


HE Roman Empire was never ſo flouriſh- 
ing as in the Reign of Augu/izs, who, pro- 


perly ſpeaking, was the Founder of it. This 


Prince, by the good Fortune of his Arms, his Mo- 
deration, and the Wiſdom of his Government, 
knew how to make his Authority reſpected, with- 


out rendering it odious: And though People, who 


have been always accuſtomed to Independance, are 
apt to be exceedingly averſe to the Beginnings of 
Slavery, yet the Romans, who had ever been ſo 


jealous of their Liberty, were brought by Degrees 
to bear this new Yoke; becauſe Auguſtus had the 


Secret of making it eaſy, by ſtripping it of all that 
was diſagreeable. 


But it muſt be confeſſed, that he was obliged to 
the Empreſs Livia, for a great Part of his Glory. 
The moſt prudent and judicious of his Actions, 
were reckoned the Fruit of her Counſels and Ad- 
vice. It is thought, that the Greatneſs of Soul; 


which he ſhewed in pardoning Cixna and his Ac- 


complices their Conſpiracy, contributed more to 


his Grandeur and Happineſs than the moſt impor- 


tant of his Victories; and every Body knows, 


that it was a Converſation he had with Lidia, that 
1 determined 
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determined him to pardon thoſe great Men. No- 
thing fixed him fo ſecurely upon the Throne as this 
well-timed Piece of Clemency, to thoſe who had a 
Mind to deprive him of it ; and this politick Gene- 
roſity was the Effects of his Conſultation with 
the Empreſs, who had, generally ſpeaking, a bet- 
ter Way of judging than himſelf. 

The other Ladies, (Wives to thoſe Emperors 
who ſucceeded Auguſtus, and commonly called the 
Twelve Czſars) had not the Abilities, Greatneſs 
of Soul, Prudence or Policy of Livia. They 
were on the contrary, remarkable for nothing that 
was to their Advantage, but rather brought more 
Diſhonour upon the Empire than the worſt of 
their Huſbands, who in reality, were only Inſtru- 
ments which the Empreſſes made Uſe of to ac- 
compliſh their Views, and gratify their Paſſions. 
Cefonia, who diſordered the Brain of her Huſband 
Caligula, by the Love-potion ſhe gave him, made 
herſelf accountable for all his bad Actions. Meſ- 
ſalina and Agrippina, by their Cruelty, Ambition, 
Covetouſneſs, and Debauchery, were the ſevereſt 
Scourges that ever Rome and the Provinces groan- 


ed under. And Julia, Poppea, and Domitia, 


were ſcandalous throughout the whole Empire, 
by their infamous Lives: Such were the firſt 
Empreſſes. . 
Plotina indeed, went a great Way towards re- 
inſtating the Empire in its firſt Splendor. She had 
Livia's good Qualities, without her Pride and 
Haughtineſs, but, of thoſe Empreſſes that ſucceed- 
ed her, few had her Virtues; and many of them 
trod in the Steps of Meſſalina, Fulia, &c. as we 
ſhall ſee in the Hiſtory of their Lives. 
Domitia, and the reſt of thoſe who conſpired 
againſt Domitian, offered the Empire to ſeveral 
_ Perſons 
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Perſons who were aſe accept of it, becauſe 
they looked upon theſe Offers as ſo many Snares 
that were laid for them; but Nerva at laſt, be- 
ing dazzled with the Luſtre of the Sovereign Au- 


_ thority, was prevailed on to comply with their 


Requeſt. 

He was Grandſon to Cocceius Nerva, the fa- 
mous Lawyer, that Auguſtus ſo much honoured 
with his Eſteem. He was a moderate and prudent 
Man, of a peaceable Diſpoſition, a great Lover of 
Books, and of learned Men. Martial has given 
us a fine Picture of Nerva, and repreſents him to 
be a Perſon endued with every good Quality, 
Domitian was afraid of him, becauſe certain Di- 
vines had predicted, that he ſhould be one Day 
Emperor. This ſo alarmed the Tyrant, that he 
was ſeveral Times within a little of putting him to 
Death; but an Aftrologer, who loved Nerva, and 
whoſe Skill in foretelling Events Domitian had a 
great Opinion of, aſſured the Emperor, that Ner- 
va would not live many Days, and ſaved his Life 
by this Stratagem. 

As foon as the News of Domitian's Death was 
ſpread abroad, Nerva was declared Emperor: The 
Prætorian Cohorts paid him their Homage imme- 
diately; but at the very Time, when the new 
Emperor was very agreeably employed in this Ce- 
remony, there came an Account, that Domitian 
was not dead. Nerva was ſtruck with ſuch a Pa- 
nick, that he was not able to ſpeak a Word; but 
Parthenius encouraged him, by proteſting ſolemn- 
ly, that he knew the former Report to be true, 
and that he had nothing to fear from that 


Quarter. 


The Senate heard, with great Joy, that Nun 
was Choſen, and confirmed the Election; know- 


ing 
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ing the great Merit of this Prince, and having all 
the Reaſon in the World dd hope for better Times: 
In Effect, they ſoon found that they were not 
miſtaken in their Judgment. The new Emperor 
preſently recalled all thoſe that his Predeceſſor had 
baniſhed, and reſtored them their Eſtates, which 
the Cruelty of Domitian had deprived them of, 
made ſevere Laws againft Detractors, and puniſh- 
ed with Death the Slaves and Freed-men that had 
accuſed their Maſters. He expreſly commanded, 
that no Statues of Gold or Silver, ſhould be erect- 
ed to his Honour, ſold his Plate, Furniture, and a 
great Part of his Land to ſupply the Neceſſities of 
the State. Upon every Occaſion, he gave evident 
Tokens of his Beneficence and Goodneſs, and 
made proper Regulations to reform the Abuſes that 
had crept in by the Negligence of former Empe- 
rors : But being timid, and not having Reſolution 
enough to alter certain Cuſtoms, which yet ought, 
by all Means, to be aboliſhed, and knowing that 
he was deſpiſed on Account of his. old Age, be 
looked out for a Perſon of Vigour and Spirit whom 
he might aſſociate with himſelf in the Government, 
and pitched upon Trajan to be his Partner in the 
Empire. | 

It is not certain that Nerua had no Wife, but 
it would be very difficult to prove that he had; for 
the Reaſons that ſome modern Authors alledge, 
to ſhew, that when Trajan was adopted,. Nerva's 
Wife was alive, do not ſeem to me to be convin- 
eing. Neither is it very probable, that he had 
Children, for it is not to be ſuppoſed, that he would 
have gone out of his own Family for Heirs to the 
Throne: Be that as it will, he could not poſſibly 
have made a more worthy Choice,. or thought of 
a Man more capable of raifing the Empire to its 
former 


1 
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former Glory, than Trajan, who at that Times 
was at the Head of a powerful Army in Germa- 
19; he therefore gave him the Title of Ceſar, 
with the Sirname of Germanicus, and ſoon after- 
honoured him with that of Emperor, making him 
his Collegue in the Sovereign Authority, which 
5 a little Time he left him entirely by his 
eath. 


— 
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Prime of Life, between the Giddineſs of Youth, 
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PLOTINGA, 
Wife of TRAJAN. 


Ulpius Trajanus was a Spaniard, born in the 
Town of Italica, of an ancient Family, but 
not very illuſtrious. His Father indeed, diſtinguiſn- 
ed himſelf in Veſpaſians Wars againſt the Jeu, 
where his Exploits made him known to the Em- 
peror, and procured him bis Eſteem, together 


with the Conſulſhip, and the Honour of a Tri- 
umph. | 


Trajan, at the Time of his Adoption, was in the 


and the Slowneſs of old Age; agreeable enough 


in his Perſon, of a large Size, but well propor- 


tioned, his Neck ſinewy and Head large, which 
were reckoned the Symptoms of Prudence and 
Fortitude, as well as Strength of Body. His 
Countenance d was always ſerene, without the leaſt 
Signs of Melancholy, Anger, or any other Paſſion, 
that might have altered the Sweetneſs and Majeſty 
that ſhone in every Feature of his Face. His grey 
Hair ſeemed to beſpeak Reſpect, but what moſt of 
all ingratiated him with the People, were the ex- 
cellent Qualities, Civil, Military and Politick, which 
were happily united in his Perſon. So ſkilful in 
the Art of War, which he had been bred up to 

from 
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from his Youth that it was a Matter of Doubt, 


which ought to be moſt eſteemed in him, the Ge- 
neral who gave his Orders with ſo much Judgment 
and Diſcretion, or the Soldier that obeyed with fo 
much Fidelity and Valour. Sober, Watchful, In- 
defatigable, he taught his Troops, by his own 
Example, how to endure Hunger, Thirſt and all 
Sorts of Hardſhips; and forced them, whether 
they would or not, to love him, by chearfully un- 


dergoing the ſame Inconveniencies with the mean- 
eſt of them. So little acquainted with Pride and 


Oſtentation, that he uſed to converſe familiarly 
with the Soldiers, and yet had the Secret of main- 
taining his Authority, in ſuch a Manner, as that 
they never failed in Point of Reſpect; for though 
he condeſended to a Familiarity with them upon 
certain Occaſions, he took Care not fo make him- 
ſelf ſo cheap as to be contemptible. Incapable 


of Diſguiſe and Artifice, he always ſpoke plain 


Truth, mortally hating all thoſe ſubtile and am- 
biguous Expreſſions, that make a Man ſo impene- 


trable, that one cannot approach him without Shy- | 
neſs and Miſtruſt. His whole Endeavours were 


how to make himſelf loved, not feared. He vi- 
ſited his Friends in an eafy free Manner, without 
Guards or Attendance, invited himſelf familiarly 
to their Houſes, where, laying intirely aftde all 
State and Grandeur, he put himſelf upon an Equali- 
ty with the reſt of the Company. Men of 3 
were frequently the Objects of his Generoſtty a 

Magnificence, for though he had not applied much 
of his Time to Study, yet he knew how to dif- 
tinguiſh true Merit, which he greatly eſteemed, and 
never ſuffered to go unrewarded. It would be ve- 


of 
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of Juſtice; for, if he ever ſeemed to deviate ſrom 
it in ſome Meaſure, it was upon Occaſions, where 
he was to decide againſt his own Intereſts. He 
kept in Awe, eſpecially in the Beginning of his Reign, 
the Intendants and Collectors of the Taxes, who 
were accuſtomed to perform their Office in ſo vex- 
atious and oppreflive a Way, that the manner of 
do'ng it was more grievous than the Taxes them- 
ſelves; ſo that he did not fill his Coffers with the 
Blood and Sweat of the People, but, on the. con- 
trary, demanded of the Provinces no more than 
his Occaſions abſolutely required; for which Rea- 
ſon he had always the Satisfaction to find, that 
they gave with Pleaſure and Chearfulneſs. He 
treated the People kindly and affectionately, as. if 
they had been his Children, and the Senate with 
Reſpect. As for Slanderers and Flatterers, thoſe 
Peſts of Mankind, he baniſhed them his Court. 
He gave his Favourites but a very limited Power, 
and even took Care to chuſe none- but Perſons 
of Probity and Honour: They could not but be 
acceptable to the People, when approved of by 
ſuch a Prince. | | 

It would be endleſs to enter into a Detail of all 
Trajau's good Qualities; but, on the other hand, I 
ſhould be guilty of a Fault, not to be pardoned in 
a Hiſtorian, were I to conceal his Faults and 
Vices. He was ſo much given to Wine, that he 
often paſſed whole Nights in that Kind of De- 


bauchery, and Adrian, his Succeflor, uſed to ac- | 


knowledge, that he owed his being adopted by the 
Emperor, to his Complaiſance in bearing him Com- 
pany upon thoſe Occaſions, He was never accuſed 
of having tranſgreſſed in Point of Chaſtity with 
Women, but with too much Juſtice, a, more 
| ſhameful and brutal Vice was imputed to _ 
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He was by 'no Means exempt from Vanity, but 
pave evident Tokens of it, even upon ſome Occa- 

ſions, that were quite below a Great Prince, who 

was acknowledged to have excellent Senſe, for he 

not only permitted * the People to call him Lord, 

(which Auguſtus would never allow of) but ſuffer- 

ed them to offer Sacrifices at his Statues, which 

was an Impiety Tiberius abſolutely forbade. He 

alſo cauſed magnificent triumphal Arches to be e- 

rected to his Honour, and his Name to be en- 
graven upon all the Buildings he either made or re- 
paired e. | 

Such was Trajan, who was choſen by Nerva to 
ſucceed him, in order to raiſe the Empire to its 
firſt Glory and Splendor. He fully anſwered what 
was expected from him, but it muſt alſo be owned 
that the Felicity of his Reign was in a great 'Mea- 
ſure attributed to Platina, his Wife. Hiſtory is ſi- 
lent as to her Family, and her Country. = 
It is thought, f however, that ſhe 'was either 

Siſter or a near Relation to Pompeius Planta, Go- 
vernor of Egypt, who was much eſteemed by 
Trajan: But this is certain, that moſt of the Hiſ- 
torians, who mention Plotina, ſpeak of her with 
great Commendations. Trajan married her long 
before he was adopted by Nerva: She was not 
handſome; there was even ſomething in her Coun- 
tenance ſo grave and ſerious, ' as made her rather 
diſagreeable; but her Manners were extremely 
pleaſing, for her Exaltation made no Change in 
her Conduct, nor could any body ever reproach 
her with Pride or Haughtineſs. She was ſo fat 


from coveting thoſe pompous Titles which the pre- 


ceding Emprefles aſſumed ſo undeſervedly, and 
| with 
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with ſo much Oſtentation, that ſhe refuſed thoſe 
which the Senate entreated her to accept of, and 
nothing made her Humility and Modeſty appear 
to greater Advantage, than the Compariſon People 
made between her Behaviour and the inſolent Va- 
nity of other Empreſſes, who took upon them the 
Superb Title of Mothers of their Country, where- 
as, in reality, they were its moſt cruel Scourges; 
diſhonouring by their Crimes, that Throne which 
Plotina was an Ornament to. There never was 
a more judicious Princeſs, for her Advice was al- 
ways ſuch as tended to the Good of the Publick, 
and the Honour of Trajan; as Julian the Empe- 
ror acknowledged, who was a better Judge of 
Merit than of the true Religion, which he re- 
nounced by an infamous Apoſtacy. In ſhort, Plo- 
tina contributed exceedingly to the Glory of Tra- 
jan, and the Splendor of his Reign. 

No Body could charge her with any of thoſe fla- 
grant Crimes and Abominations of the Empreſſes 


that went before her, for ſhe always ſeemed inno- 


cent and blameleſs, never apparently deviating from 
the ſtricteſt Rules of Decency and Good Man- 
ners. 4 
It cannot however be taken for granted, that in 
reality, ſhe was deſerving of the exceſſive Praiſes 
given her by Pliny, © who calls her a Woman exempt 
from all Suſpicion, and beyond the reach of Cen- 
ſure; but a Panegyrick is not always a Proof, 
that the Perſon praiſed is worthy of it, eſpecially, 
when it happens, that he, who commends, lies 
under great Obligations to the other. Some there 
are who deny this rigid Virtue, that Pliny aſcribes 
to Phtina; and to ſay the Truth, when one comes 
to examine cloſely the great Conſideration, that 

: | this 
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this Empreſs had for *Adrian, it looks as if there 
was at leaſt as much Policy in her Virtue, as in 
Pliny's Commendation. The true Motives of 
Plotina's extraordinary Zeal for Adrian's Intereſts 
upon all Occaſions, may eaſily be perceived by the 
help of a little Reflection; and without much Dif- 
ficulty, or ſtraining the Point, it will be found, that 
the friendly Protectreſs was neither more nor leſs 


thors are of this Opinion, and have obſerved, that, 
Plotina made good Uſe of her Diſſimulation to pro- 
mote other Views, and the better to gratify her 
Paſſions ; eſpecially her Amour with Adrian. Tt 
is true, that this Empreſs knew ſo well how to 
take her Meaſures, aud put on a fair Out - ſide, that 
her Failings were, for the moſt Part, extremel 
well concealed; but all her Care, Attention, and 
Prudery could not protect her againſt the Pub- 
lick Report, for People did conclude, in ſpight of 
all her Efforts to diſguiſe it, that Adrian was by no 
Means indifferent to her. : 

Plotina was with Trajan at Cologne, when he 
received the News of his Adoption, which he did 
by a Letter Nerva himſelf wrote him. This A- 
doption, which did Honour to Nerva's Judgment, 
was alſo an extraordinary one to Trajan, becauſe * 
it was entirely owing to his Merit; Nerve having 
preferred him * to all his own Relations and 
Friends, and aſſociated him in the Empire, though 
a Stranger, and at a Diftance from Rome. This 
Choice was approved of by all the Orders of the 
Town, the Legions, and the Provinces; and in- 
deed it may be ſaid, that the whole Empire, being 
well acquainted with Trajan s Merit, conſented 
chearfully to the Election. | 


The 
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The new Emperor could not immediately leave 
Germany, where his Preſence was neceſſary, but 
was obliged to remain there till he had put Matters 
upon a good Foot, which he could not do in leſs 
than three Months after; he then ſet out, with 
Plotina his Wife, to take Poſſeſſion of his Dignity 
at Rome, where he was much defired. They 'were 
received with the greateſt Demonſtrations of Joy, 
amidſt the general Acclamations of the People, 
who gave all poſſible Tokens of their Affection, 
both to him and Plotina, which latter appeared ſo 
much the more worthy of it, as her Humility upon 
this Occaſion was more admired than her Fortune. 
When they returned from the Capitol, whither 
they went immediately upon their Arrival at Rome, 
and were aſcending the Stairs of the Palace, fol- 
lowed by an infinite Multitude of People, who 
were paying their Reſpects to them, the Empreſs 
turned towards them, and being willing to ſhew 
that the Pomp and Splendor of the Throne had 
made no Alteration in her, ſhe i with the greateſt 
_ Afﬀability, proteſted, that, if it ſhould be her For- 
tune to quit it, ſne would do ſo with the ſame 
Pleaſure and Satisfaction ſhe then had: Theſe 
were ſuch Sentiments of Moderation, as had not 
been found in Perſons of her Rank, and extremely 
ingratiated her with all the World. | 
The many good Qualities of Trajan gave Room 
to hope, that his Reign would be mild and equitz- 
ble, neither were People deceived in him, for he 
fully anſwered their Expectations. He ſet himſelf 
in the firſt Place, to make proper Regulations for 
the Good of the Town, and to reform Abuſes. 
He reftored to Maſters, -* the Right they former- 


ly 
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ly had over their Freedmen, which Domitian had 
deprived them of. There are ſome Hiſtorians that 
attribute this to Nerva, and will have it, that Tra- 
jan only put it in Execution, but Martial gives all 
the Honour of it to Trajan l He alſo took from 
theſe Freed- men, the audacious Liberty they had, 

of accuſing their Maſters, that fatal Permiſſion, that 
had been attended wiih ſuch tragical Conſequences! 
And, after having ſufficiently provided for the Se- 
curity of the Publick, he entertained them with 
Sports, Feaſts, and agreeable Shows. "The Peo- 
ple had not, for a long Time paſt, enjoyed thoſe 
Amuſements, with ſo much Satisfaction, becauſe ' 
they were now perfectly ſafe during the Diverſions, 
which was not the Caſe in the preceding Reigns. 
The Cruelty of the former Emperors, made the 
Spectators quite incapable of any Pleaſure in theſe 
Games and Paſtimes, being in continual Dread 
and Apprehenſion of ſome Miſchief that was to 
befal them; for thoſe who were obliged to be pre- 
ſent at them, for fear of diſobliging the Emperors, 
were all the while in conſtant Expectation of 
Death; for it frequently happened, that a horri- 
ble Maſſacre ſucceeded the Shows: Whereas, un- 
der Trajan, every one was ſafe. Nobody had 
need to fear any other Kind of Death than a na- 
tural one, except they were guilty of ſome Crime 
to deſerve it, for, neither the Covetouſneſs of the 
Prince, nor Jealouſies, nor Cruelty, nor the Em- 
preſs's Revenge, could give any one Reaſon to be 
uneaſy. Slanderers were not liſtened to, but in 
order to ſtop their Mouth, and puniſh their Ma- 
lice: Riches did not render the Poſſeſſors of them 
criminal, for the Emperor made his own Happi- 
neſs conſiſt in that of his Subjects. Thus nobly 
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and commendably did Trajan employ himſelf, in 
which he was extremely encouraged by the Exam- 
ple and Advice of Platina, who, in a great Mea- 
ſure, . inſpired him with theſe God like Sentiments, 
and gave him more prudent and ſalutary Counſel, 
than he could have had from the wiſeſt and moſt 
learned Men. 

But Trajan's extraordinary Care and Attention 
for the Town, began to take off a good deal of 
the Vigilance that was neceſſary for the Provin- 
ces, where the Governors and Intendants, depend- 
ing gn the Emperor's Goodneſs, and the Confi- 
dence he placed in them, exerciſed their Rapines 
and Extortions, with ſo much the more Boldneſs, 
as no Body dared to complain of them; for the 
Emperor had ſuch an Averſion to Slanderers, that 
he was apt to run into the other Extreme, ſo, that 
it was difficult for the miſerable and oppreſſed to 
get Acceſs to him; he did not conſider, that in be- 
ing deaf to Calumniators, he alſo ſtopped his Ears 
againſt Fraud and Injuſtice. It was, however, a 
happy Circumſtance for ſuch unfortunate Vidims 
as had fallen a Sacrifice to the Greedineſs of thoſe 
Blood-Suckers, that though they were not able to 
lay their Grievances before the Emperor, they 
were ſure to meet with à kind Reception from 
Platina, ever ready to give them a gracious Hear- 
ing. She always took Care to inform herſelf tho- 
roughly in theſe Matters, and ſo became well ac- 
_ quainted with the Cruelties and violent Praceed- 
ings of theſe Tyrants. She perceived, that to be 
rich in any of the Provinces, was Reaſon ſufficient 
fer Men's being the Objects of their Perfecution; 
and, that there was no way to eſcape the Fury of 
theſe Horfe-Leeches, but giving up all they had 
to their inſatiable Greedineſs. She could not know 
theſe Evils, without being fall of Compaſſion for 


the 
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The exceſſive Honours conferred upon 75 azar, 
were underſtood by him, as laying him under freſh 
Obligations, to uſe his utmoſt Endeavours for the 
Good of the Publick ; and, in reality, he gave 
himſelf up entirely toit. The moſt effectual Me- 
thod he could think of for that Purpoſe, was to 
put no Body in Employments, but Perſons of 
Merit and Probity, in which he was ſo happy, that 
it ſeemed as if he had collected the Votes of the 
Publick, before he filled up the Vacancies; ſo, 
that his Court was compoſed of none but ſuch as 
were remarkable for Honour and Reputation. 

Adrian, his near Relation, held the firſt Rank, 
which he was intitled to, both on Account of his 
Birth, and his Deſert. Licinius Sura, whom the 
Emperor made uſe of, to ſignify his Pleaſure to 
the Senate and People, was the Perſon he put moſt 
Confidence in, and truſted with all his Secrets, 
There was allo Julius Severian, a Senator of great 
Quality, and ſo much Merit, that Trajan thought 
him worthy of the Empire: Tatian, who toge- 
ther, with the Emperor, had been Tutor to Hari— 
an; Pliny, famous for his Erudition, + his Elo- 
quence and his Politeneſs; Lucius Quietus, a 
ZAooriſh Prince, equal to the greateſt Generals for 
his Intrepidity and his Experience in the Art of 
War; Palma and Senicio, greatly eſteemed by 
Trajan; Tacitus, ſo remarkable for his Hiſtory 
and wiſe Maxims; Celſus, and many other great 
Men, who by their Merit, juſtified the Choice of 
the Emperor, who honoured them with his Friend- 
ſhip. Frontinus, illuſtrious for his military Ex: 
ploits, his Knowledge in the Laws, and the preat 
Capacity with which he had filled the moſt impor- 
tant Employments; Saturninus, whoſe Judgment 


was deciſive in all Performances of Wit and Learn- 


ing; Martial, whoſe Poetry was ſo much in 
faſhion 
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faſhion in the Reign of Domititian, and who con- 
tinued bis Epigrams, till finding himſelf not ſo 
much careſſed in Trajan's Court, as he had been 
in Domitian's, he retired into Spain, his native 
Country; Juvenal, ſo celebrated for his Satires, 
for which he was baniſhed Rome, and ſo many 0- 
thers, that it would be tedious to the Reader, were 
we to give a Liſt of them. 

The Ladies did not leſs adorn the Court of Tra- 
jan, than the great Men we have mentioned; nor 
was the Empreſs Plotina worſe attended than he. 
They conſiſted chiefly of the Princeſs Marciana, 
the Emperor's Siſter, Matidia, Daughter to that 
Princeſs, alſo Sabina and Matidia, her Daughters 
again. "Theſe were of the firſt Claſs. _ 

There were alſo Paulina, Siſter to Adrian, Do- 
nitia, their Mother; the Daughter of Severian, and 
Calpurnia, Pliny's Wife, who was alſo well receiv- 
ed at Court. 

As the Emperor had no Children by Plotina, 
the Princeſſes Sabina and Matidia, his Nieces, 
were the more reſpected, for they were lovked up- 
on as the Daughters of Trajan, and conſequently 
all ſuch, as were of eminent Quality and Diſtinc- 
tion, paid their Court to them. Martiana was 2 
Widow, when ſhe arrived at Rome with Trajan, at 
his Return from Cologne, and in all Probability her 
Daughter Matidia was fo likewiſe, for Hiſtory 


does not ſo much as mention the Names of their 


Huſbands. Theſe Princeſſes had always a reſpect- 
ful Deference for Plotina, and the Empreſs, on 
her Part, never omitted any Opportunity cf giving 
them Marks of her Eiteem and Confideration : 
Never was there ſcen ſo charming an Unity as a- 
mong theſe illuſtrious Eerſons. n 
Sabina was the Eldeſt of Matidia's Daughters, 
and moſt beloved by Trajan; ſhe was regarded as 
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Heireſs of the Empire. Adrian was very aſſiduous 
in paying his Reſpects to her, and though hi 

eart was not ſo much concerned in it as his Am- 
bition, yet he always affected a great Paſſion for 
her, being perſwaded, that if he could be ſo fortu- 
nate as to marry her, it could not but extremely 


contribute to his Advancement. In order to pro- 
mote this, he run into ſuch Expences as ruined 


his domeſtick Affairs, without gaining much 
Ground as to his Amour; for, though he wa 
handſome, had a great deal of Wit and Learn- 
ing, and wasa Man of Gallantry, he had not the 
Secret of making any great Impreſſion upon Sabi- 
na's Affections; fo that all his Efforts and En- 


dieavours were in a Manner loſt upon ber. He 


never wauld have been Huſband to this Princeſs, 
if Plotina had not employed all her Intereſt with 


the Emperor to bring it about, for he was not 


very fond of it, as he never ſincerely loved 

Adrian. : 
The Empreſs, however, was reſolved to ſecure 

the Empire to Adrian, and was therefore bent up- 


on this Marriage. Sabina brought her Huſband, 


for a Portion, the Hopes of ſucceeding Trajan, 
and Plotina thought it of the utmoſt Importance 
to her, that Adrian ſhould reign after her Hul- 
band ; as ſhe would then be aſſured of having a 
good ſhare in the Government. Thus the Em- 
preſs, being ſolicited by her own Intereſts, as well 
as. her Inclinations for Adrian, left nothing un- 
done, that could poſſibly promote this Match, 
and ſucceeded in her Undertaking in ſpight of the 


'Diſlike the Emperor had to him, and the Princeſs's 


Indifference. For, as ſhe was extremely politick, 
and might juſtly be called Uly/es diſguiſed in Wo- 
a 3s men's 
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men's Apparel, as had been ſaid of Livia, ſhe put 
Sura, the Emperor's moſt intimate Conhdant, up- 
on propoſing it to him; and afterwards taking 
proper Opportunities of mentioning it to him her- 
felf, ſhe managed it fo, that the Emperor gave his 


| Conſent. 


This Grand Alliance, did not, however, contri- 
bute much to the Fortune of Adrian : For Trajan 
ſeemed to forget that Adrian had the Honour of 


being ſo nearly related to him, and neglected him 


intircly; at the fame Time promoting his Fa- 
vourites, whoſe Intereſts People imagined he ought 


not to have had ſo much at Heart, and who per- 


haps, had not the Merit of Adrian. Plotina put 
the Emperor in Mind of this, and the Confulſhip, 
which Trajan gave him, was the Fruit of her So- 
liciation. _ | 
Thoſe who were clear-fighted imagined: they 
could eaſily perceive ſomething, in the obliging 
Zeal for Adrian's Affairs, which Plotina ſhewed 
upon all Occaſions, that went a good deal further 


than bare Friendſhip and his Attachment for the 


Empreſs, and extraordinary Affiduity to be agree- 
able to her, were looked upon, to be leſs the Ef- 
feats of Eſteem, or Gratitude, than of Love. 
Be it as will, it muſt be confeſſed, that if there 
was an Amour between them, the Empreſs manag- 
ed her Conduct, with ſo much Circumſpection, and 
knew ſo well how to contrive all her Schemes, 
that ſhe expoſed herſelf very little to Cenſure; for 


at moſt it cou'd amount to no more than a Suſ- 
picion, She certainly made very good Uſe of her 


great Cunning and Addreſs; for, though there 
was a vaſt deal of Artifice in the exceſlive Ten- 
derneſs and Affection ſhe always ſhewed her Huf- 
band, yet, as ſhe had the Secret of paſſing it upon 
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him for Sincerity, he had all poſſible Eſteem for 
Her, and thought much better of her than ſhe de- 
ſerved, according to the Opinion of a great many 
People, who would needs have it, that, in her pri- 
vate Converſation, ſhe did not behave with that 
Strictneſs and Regularity that ſhe pretended to, and 
with which ſhe impoſed upon Trajan. 

After the Emperor had given a new Air to the 
Town, by the good Order he eſtabliſhed in it, by 
the Magnificent Buildings he adorned it with, and 
by the Reformation of many Abuſes that Domit:- 
an had either introduced or permitted, and which 
Nerva had not been able to correct, he turned his 
Thoughts towards re-inftating the Empire in its 
former Luſire, and humbling its Enemies, who 
were encouraged, by the Negligence and Miſcon- 
duct of Domitian, to undertake any thing, Dece- 
balus, King of the Dacians, was one of thoſe that 
had moſt . the Romans. This Prince was 
as good a General as he was a Politician ;- ® ſkilful in 
taking all Advantages. and abuunding in Reſources 
and Expedients ; after having defeated the Roman 
Legions in two Battles, he made Domitian pay 
very dear for a Peace, and exacted a Tribute, which 
he received regularly every Year, and which was 
a moſt ſhameful Monument of the Victory gained 
by thoſe Barbarians. Trajan, who could not en- 
dure to ſubmit to this. Diſgrace, which he looked 
on as an intolerable Scandal to the Roman Empire, 
reſolved to be revenged of theſe People in his turn; 
and to waſh out, with their Blood, the Shame of 
the Victory they had obtained over the Romans, 
and the infamous Conditions the latter had been 
forced to ſubmit to in Conſequence of it : He there- 
fore ſeized upon the firſt Fretence that offered, to 
Fc declare 
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declare War againſt them, and marched from 
Rome at the Head of his Legions, taking Adrian 
with him. | 

* The Emperor's Approach aſtoniſhed the Bar- 
barians, for Decebalus knew very well, that it was 
not the Romans he had conquered, but Domitian, 
a cowardly and effeminate Prince, wallowing in 
he BY Luxury, Enemy to Labour and Fatigue, and in- 
capable of any laudable Ambition. He was not to 
18 |carn, that he ſhould not find it ſo eaſy a Taſk, to 
N beat Trajan, who, he knew, was brave, experi- 


ch enced, and as good a Soldier as he was a General. 

his He therefore did his utmoſt to avoid coming to 2 
_ Battle, but Trajan was too fond of Glory, to be 
h contented with bare threatening his Enemy. In 

ho 8 a 8 3 . f 5 

= Effect, notwithſtanding their ingenious Contrivance 


in engraving upon a large Muſhroom, which was 
foi preſented to the Emperor, near the Enemies Camp, 
7 ſome Lines in Latin, in which the Dacianus and 
neighbouring Nations, prayed the Emperor to re- 
turn and not break the Peace, Trajan, far from 
complying with their Requeſt, attacked them im- 
mediately. This was one of the bloodieſt Battles, 
that had ever been fought, and may be ſaid, in one 
Senſe, to have been fatal to the Conquerors them 
ſelves, ſo many brave Men did the Romans lofe in 
this Action, beſides the prodigious Number of 
wounded, whoſe Misfortune furniſhed the Empe- 
ror, with an Opportunity of demonſtrating bis ex- 
ceſſive Goodneſs; for as they wanted Linen to 
dreſs the wounded Men, he tore his Shirt in Pieces 
for that Purpoſe, and ſacrificed his Apparel to the 
Miſeries of the poor Soldiers. | 

Trajan exerted his whole Stock of Capacity and 
Generalſhip upon this Occafion. He carried on the 
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War fo. vigorouſly, that he penetrated even to 
the Enemy's Capital Town, through infinite Dan- 
gers took the Siſter of Decebalus, and the Caſtle, 
Whether ſhe had retired, and conſtrained that King, 
to implore the Clemency of the Conqueror, who, in- 
deed, granted him a Peace, but upon ſuch Terms as 
made the Romans ample Satisfaction, for the igno- 
minious one that had been extorted from them be- 
fore. But what was moſt to be admired. in Trajan 
was, that after he had preſcribed the Conditions of 
the Peace, he ſhould be ſo much Maſter of him- 
elf, in the Height of his Victories, as to preſerve 
bis. Humility and Moderation, to that Degree, that 
though he was crowned with Laurels, in the Midſt 
of Victories, and the Acclamations of the Legions, 
he inſiſted, that King Decebalus ſhould ſend Am- 
haſſadors to the Senate, to entreat them to confirm 
the Treaty. | | 
If it was a moſt agreeable Sight to the Romans to 
ſee the Dacians, who had been ſo inſolent and fluſh'd 
with their Victory, forc'd to acknowledge the Au- 
thority of the Senate, and come to ſupplicate for 
Pardon and Peace after their Misfortune; it was 
no leſs glorious for Trajan, when the Ambaſſadors 
enter'd the Senate, with their Hands join'd like 
Slaves, ſerving as Heralds to bring Tidings of the 
Emperor's ViQories, and in the humbleſt Poſture, 
confeſſing their Defeat. But Rome was ſoon after 
entertain'd with a much more agreeable Show, in 
the Perſon of Trajan himſelf, who arriv'd cover'd 
with Glory. The Senate decreed him the Honour 
of a Triumph, and the Title of Daciuus, which he 
had ſo well deſerv'd. This Ceremony was follow'd 
by many Combats of Gladiators, and all thoſe other WM» 
Diverſions that were us d to be given to the People. 
upon the like Occaſions. | | 
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Trajan had the Satisfaction to find in Rome, the 
ſame Order and Regualarity that his Wiſdom had 
eftabliſh'd there, and that the Prudence of Plotina 
had maintain'd in his Abſence with ſuch Eaſe and 
Facility, as prov'd her capable of every Thing that 
was great and noble. The Empire had not, for a 
long Time, enjoy'd the Happineſs of ſo mild and 
happy an Adminiſtration. The Provinces no longer 
fear d the Attacks of their Enemies, nor the Extor- 
tions of Uſurers: Trajan's Valour and conſummate 
Experience left them nothing to apprehend from the 
e one, and his Juſtice put a ſtop to the Rapines of the 
it other; every ſingle Perſon 9 what he had, 
ſt peaceably and quietly. The Town no longer be- 
Sy held the Blood of her moſt illuſtrious Citizens run- 
* ning down their Streets. People were not alarm'd, 
n either by the Cruelty, Avarice, or Ambition of 
Plotina; for as ſhe was ſolicitous about nothing 


0 but the Publick good, her whole Thoughts were 
d Wh cmploy'd in contriving the Welfare and Proſperity 
of every individual Perfon. None had reaſon to 


or complain of her Authority ; ſo that it might well be 
as ſaid, that if Trajan was the Terrour of the Barba- 
rs rians, Plotina was the Delight of the Romans. She 
de was not diſtinguiſh'd from the other Ladies of the 
he Town, either by the Magnificence of her Apparel, 
or by the Haughtineſs of her Carriage, or the Num- 
ber of her Servants, but by her Generolity, her un- 
bounded Inclination to do. Good, the Sweetneſs of 
her Manners and Behaviour, her Anxiety for the 
Glory of Rome, for the Goodnefs of her Heart, and 


he che extraordinary Pleaſure ſhe took in conferring 
Favours. Theſe amiable Qualities cou'd not but 
er Wprocure her the Love and Affection of all the 
dle. World. W | „ 


The ſtriẽt Union and Friendſhip that always ſub- 


liſted between the 3 and Marciana her Siſter 
'E © in 
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in Law, was alſo the Effect of Plotina's Wiſdom 
and Prudence, and the Value ſhe put upon that 
Princeſs's Merit. There was no Emulation, Envy, 
or Jealouſy on either Side to create a Coolneſs, or 
diminiſh their mutual Affection, nor no ſtriving a- 
gainſt each other, but which ſhould be moſt obliging; 
for there was ſuch a Conformity of Inclinations and 
Sentiments between theſe two Ladies, as made them 
always of the ſame Opinion, and this Agreement 
was the Occaſion of the perfect Tranquility and 
Happineſs that the Town and the Court enjoy'd; 
for they were not laid under the diſagreeable Ne- 
ceſſity of refuſing Marciana the Reſpet that was 
due to her, for Fear of incurring Plotina's Diſplea- 
ſure; nor, on the other Hand, were they apprehen- 
ſive that Marciana would, grudge the Empreſs what 
was due to her Rank. | 

© Platina's Behaviour was the ſame in regard to 
Matidia and the two Princeſſes her Daughters. 
She had ſo much Complaiſance for them, and 
eſpous'd their Intereſts with ſo much Zeal and Cor- 
diality, that. they were not ſenſible of any Superio- 
rity between her and them; ſo it muſt be ac- 


knowledg'd that Platinu's Exaltation : only ſerved 


to furniſh her with Opportunities of ſhewing her 
Humility, Their living together in ſo much Har- 
mony gave Trajan infinite Pleaſure; he ſaw, with 
great Satisfaction, this good Underſtanding among 
the Ladies of his Couft ſo nearly ally'd to him; tvs 
Wife, whoſe Worth and Merit he ſo much admired, 
his Siſter and 'Nieces, who were alſo as dear to him 
as poſſible. Thus, having no domeftick Affairs 
that gave bim any Uneaſine's, he was the more at 


Leiſure to attend the. Good of the Publick: He fre- 


quently deny'd himfelf his innocent Recreations, 
a | 5 rather 
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n rather than Juſtice ſhould not be adminiſtred, and 
at uſed often to ſtop * in Livia's Porch, in the Market 
„ Place or Forum of Auguſtus, and other Places, to 
or liſten, with great Patience and Attention, to the 


a- People's Complaints, and caus'd every Body to be 


; paid their Due with ſuch Juſtice and Equity, as was 
1d no leſs commendable than rare to be met with. 
_ In the mean Time, whilſt Trajan, depending on 


nt me Treaty of Peace which he had concluded with 
ad the Barbarians, was taken up: with regulating and 
d; Nembelliſhing the Town; Decebalus was underhand 
e- ſtirring up the adjacent Princes to a Revolt ; and, in 
as order to perſwade them to it, endeavoured to con- 
a- vince them that his Intereſt was theirs; that they 
n- ought to look upon the Romans as their common E- 


bat nemy; that they might be aſſured that when once 


Dacia was conquer'd, their Countries would alſo fall 


to 2 Prey to the Ambition of the Victors; that if 


rs. they had any regard for their Liberty, they ſhould 
nd prevent this Misfortune by joining their Forces 
or- againſt the Emperor. 


io- This cunning and deceitful Prince, at the ſame 
a- Time that he was corrupting his Neighbours, took. 
red care to fortify his Towns, to lay in Arms, Provi- 
det fions, and Ammunition, to raiſe Troops, to encou- 


ar- rage ond receive all Deſerters ſrom the Roman Ar- 
ith my, and by all theſe Preparations, threatened a ſpee- 
ng dy Irruption into the Empire. Theſe Operations 


his plainly ſhew'd his Deſign, and Trajan was ſoon in- 
ed, ſorm'd of it. He communicated this to the Senate, 


and after they had declared Decebaius an Enemy to 
the Empire, and reſolved to puniſh him for his Per- 
tidiouſneſs, the Emperor marched to give him Battle. 


that was reckoned one of the moſt ſurpriſing Pieces 


of 
» Dio, Lib. 68. 
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It was during this Expedition that Trajan caus d 
to be made over the Danube, the famous Bridge 
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of Work that ever was undertaken, being apprehen- 
five that the River might be frozen, and his Army, 
dy that means, depriv'd of all Succour. He then 
penetrated into the Enemies Country, and reduced 
Decebalus to ſuch a miſerable Condition, that the 
Barbarian perceiving he could not avoid being 
taken, and fearing that he ſhou'*d he forc'd to grace 
the Roman Triumph, killed himfelf through Deſpair, 
The Emperor had his Head cut off, and fent it to 
| Rome. He conquered all the Country of Dacia, and 
made it a Province, planting a Colony in it, and 
giving his own Name to ſeveral of their Towns, 
He diftributed among his Troops the Riches that 
King Decebalus imagined he had'laid up very ſafely, 
as he had depoſited them in Ditches which he had 
dug in the Channel of a River, and turned the Wa- 
ter Courſe another Way for that Purpoſe ; thus, 
putting an End to a War that for a long Time paſt, 
had given the Romans prodigious Trouble and Unea- 
ſineſs. Trajan performed Wonders in this Expe- 
dition, and his Example encouraged the Soldiers to 
ſuch a Degree, that a Roman Knight who was 
wounded, being told that there were no Hopes cf 
his Recovery, inſtead' of being, dejected or loſing 
Courage, refolved to ſignalize the laſt Moments of 
his Life, by an ACtion that gloriouſly evinc'd his 
Reſolution and [ntrepidity ; for, returning to the Bat- 
tle, he fought with more Fury than ever, as he had 
nothing to be ſolicious about, and killed a great ma- 
ny of the Enemies, till at laſt he dropp'd down dead WW ”* 
with Loſs of Blood. | | In 
The Emperor having put every Thing upon a IW" 
good Footing in Dacia, returned to Rome, where he n 
was received with the greateſt and ſincereſt De- 
monftrations of Joy. A Triumph was immediate- e 


J ide 
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i- {Wy decreed him, magnificent Trophies were erected 
„in Honour of him, and there is yet to be ſeen a moſt 
en ſuperb Monument of his Glory, called 7. rajan's Pil- 
Har, erected in the Square which is alſo called Trajen's 
Square, and which the Emperor Conſtance moſt ad- 

mired of all the Curioſities in Rome: It is, to this 
Pay, reckon'd the nobleſt Piece of Antiquity in the 
World, and the greateſt Inſtance of the ancient Ro- 
nan Magnificenee. There are repreſented on it, 

all the Victories, Battles, and fine Exploits of Tra- 
Van. It was begun on his Return from the Dacian 
War, and was not finiſhed till ſeven Years after. 
P]:tina cauſed to be put on the Top of it, the Urn 


lat 
ly, hich contained his Aſhes 3 and inſtead of which, 
ad Pope Sixtus V. plac'd the Statue of St. Peter. 5 


rajan to the moſt diſtant Nations, and rendered his 
Name reſpectable even to the Barbarians, whoſe 
Names were ſcarce known or had ever been heard 
f, and whoſe Ambaſſadors came in Crowds to pay 
heir Reſpects or rather Adoration to the Emperor. 

The Indians came from the utmoſt Corners of 
he Earth to implore his Protection, and theſe 
dtrangers, who were ſuch Admirers of his Virtue, 
were alſo Witneſſes of his Magnificence, which he 
liſplayed in thoſe famous Combats of Gladiators and 
ild Beaſts, Games, Sports, Races, and all Man- 
er of Shows, which laſted many Months. | 


inate Idleneſs. He ſhewed himſelf as great in 
ime of Peace as in War, by taking indefatigable 


a 
he bains to lighten the Afflictions the Town laboured 
he- Inder, and giving the moſt generous and convincing 
ag 


Time, were ſeverely chaſtiſed by the Hand of Pro- 


The Conqueſt of Dacia carry d the Reputation of 


But theſe Diverſions did not ſo much employ 
Trajan as to make him give himſelf up to an effe- - 


roofs of his Affection to the Citizens, who, at that 


ly Aence; for they ſuffered extremely by the Plague, 
| wh, - 
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Fire, Famine, Earthquakes, and an extraordinan 
Inundation of the Tiber. He embelliſhed the 
Town with a Number of Buildings, and eſpecially 
the famous Circus, whoſe Structure and Magnif. 
cence proclaimed aloud the Emperor's Greatneſs of 
Soul. Beſides this, he took Care to have the Law 
ſtrictly obſerved. Three of the veſtal Virgins who 
had broke their religious Engagements, experienc'( 
his Juſtice in a terrible Manner; for, how rigoroy 
ſoever the Penalties were in Conſequence of thei 
Crimes (eſpecially a Breach of Chaſtity) Emilia, 
Martia, and Licinta, did not fear to incur them, 
They carry'd on Intrigues with three Romat 
Knights, who were as raſh and as little ſcrupulous x 
themſelves. - Buteceus was the firſt Beginner of thi 
dangerous Commerce, and he conducted it with f 
much Circumſpection that no Body knew of it, 
The Veſtals, under Shelter of their reſpectable Hs. 
bit and the Sanctity of their Profeſſion, were con- 
triving ſecret |'leaſures, aud facrilegiouſly tramplinz 
under Foot thoſe ſolemn Vows, which, in Pub- 
lick, they pretended to be the zealous Obſervers 
of. Their Vigilance to preſerve unextinguiſh'd the 
ſacred Fire of the Goddeſs Veſla, ſerved for a Blind 


to conceal their own criminal Flame. The Gal. 


lants, on their Side, were equally concerned to kety 
the Secret, and conſequently took Care not to take 
any Steps that could make a Diſcovery; for the ſame 
Puniſhment being reſerved for their Crime, it was 
incumbent upon them to uſe the ſame Precautions. 
It may well be imagined that this Intrigue coſt the 
Lovers a great deal of Anxiety and Solicitude, for i 
was no eaſy matter to deceive the Publick, and the 
Great Veſtal, who was a watchful and ſevere Spy, 
upon the Behaviour of the reſt. They would, not- 


withſtanding, have been too cunning for both, had 


it not been for-an unlucky Accident that revealed 
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the Myſtery. Buteceus had, among his Domeſ- 
ticks, a Servant who was his Confidant in this Af- 
fair; for People who are engaged in Buſineſs of that 
Kind muſt needs truſt ſome Body. This Man hau- 
ing ſome ſlight Reaſon to be diſpleas'd with his 
Maſter, thought he could not be more effectually 
revenged than by accuſing him and his Companions 
of this ſacrilegious Commerce with the three Veſtals. 
Such Offences as theſe were never pardoned in 
Rome. Trajan immediately took Cognizance of it, 
and there was no want of Prooſs againſt the unfor- 
tunate Criminals, upon which they were condemned 
to ſuffer the Puniſhment which the Law inflicted in 
the like Caſes. "3-315: . e 
This Severity, tho! very rigorous, was not to 


be compared to the Cruelty which this (otherwiſe) 


good Emperor exercis'd towards the poor innocent 
Chriſtians, againſt whom he iſſued very bloody De- 
crees, Which were put in Execution with great Bar- 
barity. Pliny, who was then Governor of Bithynia, 
wrote to the Emperor, that, after having made the 
moſt diligent Enquiry he could, he did not find that 
the, Chriſtians were guilty of any Fault ; that their 
Maxims were wiſe and prudent, and: their Actions 
exempt from every Thing that was bad. Upon 
this Remonſtrance Trajan, knowing Pliny to be a 
Perſon of the greateſt Candour and Veracity, made 
another Decree by which it was prohibited to perſe- 
cute them merely upon Account of their Religion, 
but at the ſame Time order'd, that if they: were in- 
formed againſt and convicted, they ſhould be puniſn- 
ed; in which this Emperor, who was ſo great 2 
Lover of Juſtice, contradicted himſelf; for in for- 
bidding that they ſhould be moleſted only for being 
Chriſtians, he declared them innocent; but in com- 
manding that they ſhould be chaſtiſed when convict- 
ed, he judg'd them guilty. 3 

| | About. 


o P 1.4, 

About this Time died Licinius Sura, the moſt 
fincere Friend that Trajan hid, and to whom he 
was in a great Meaſure oblig'd for the Empire. He K. 
was extremely afflifted at this Loſs, and honoure 
him with a moſt ſumptuous Funeral, as alſo a may-Mll fat 
nificent Statue, which he cauſed to be erected to the il bu 
Memory of this valuable Favourite; a noble Mop, 
nument of his Sorrow and Gratitude. It cannaMl A. 
be deny'd, but in Sura, the Emperor had a faithful, * 
honeft and zealous Friend, whom he knew to be 


worthy of his Eſteem, and the Truſt he repoſed in to 
him, in Spite of the Endeavours of certain malici pl; 


ous Perfons, who, being jealous of the Favour he ©, 
was in, did all that was in their Power to make him hir 
ſuſpected, by infinuating that he had a Defign upon hir 
the Emperor's Life. Trajan, who was incapable d 
entertaining fo injurious an Opinion of the beſt Suꝭ N a, 
ject he bad, ſhewed by his Behaviour that he dil 
not ſuppoſe him guilty of ſo black a Crime; ano the 
by ſo doing, quite diſcouraged thoſe Calummiators: Ml v 
but did not, however, punifh them, becaufe thr 
ſheltered themſelves under a fair Outſide of Zei 
for his Welfare and Intereſts : For, having one Da did 
invited himſelf to his Favourite's Houfe, he ſent 2 
way his Guards and: Officers, and remained with 
him alone; afterwards he aſked for Sara's Phylr 
cian:(whom he conſulted) and his Barber, whom ht 
ordered to ſhave him and clip his Eye Brows ; tt 
then went into the Bath, and afterwards ſat down tb 
Table, without ſhewing the leaſt Miſtruſt at whit 
had been told him; and the next Morning, at hi 
. Levee, he faid pleaſantly to his Courtiers, that 
Sura had had any bad Deſigns againſt him, ki 

miſs d the faireſt Opportunity in the World. 4 | 
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Sura being dead, all the Men of Figure and Diſ- 


of N tinction at Court ſtrove who ſhould ſucceed him in 


he BY the Emperor's good Graces. Adrian, by his Wit, 
, Knowledge, Birth, (and eſpecially by the Honour he 
r 


had of being nearly ally'd to the Emperor) bid the 
48. faireſt for it, and ſeemed to have the beſt Pretenſions; 
but all his Merit would have been inſufficient, : if 


lo Plotina had not come in very ſeaſonably with her 
not Afiſtance. She ſpoke then very warmly in his Be- 
ful BN palf, managed his Intereſts with ſo much Dexterity, 
1 and knew ſo well how to turn the Emperor's Heart 


towards him, that Trajan, who was always com- 
let plaiſant to the Empreſs, inveſted Adrian with the 
Conſulſhip, appointed him Governor of Syria, made 
him his Confidant, tho' he could not prevail upon 
po himſelf to truſt. him as he bad done Sura; and, 


e glorious Preference, put him at the Head of the 
Sub Army that was to ſerve againſt the Parthians; not 
du in the leaſt ſuſpecting (as may well be imagined) 
and) that he was conferring all thefe Benefits upon his 


Wife's Lover, whilſt he only thought he was heap- 
| ing Favours upon his Niece's Huſband. . 

Let [ ſhall not enter into a Detail of all that Trajan 

Da dd in this War, which his Ambition induced him ta 


2 undertake, for that would lay me under a Neceſſi- 
a ty of compoſing a Hiſtory on Purpaſe. d Plotina 
* went with him into the Eaſt, as alſo the Princeſs 


Matidia; and gave, in thoſe remote Countries, the 
lame Examples of Moderation and Humility that 
Ine had done at Rome. The Emperor, however, 
nad not always Succeſs in his Enterprizes- Fhe 
diege of Atra put a ſtop to his Conqueſts : For he 
vas obliged to abandon that Undertaking, after loſing 
a great Number of his Men, eſpecially in the laſt Af- 
lt, where he fought in Perſon, and gave evident 
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Tokens of his Intrepidity ; for being piqued at the 
obſtinate Reſiſtance of the Enemy, he quitted his Im. 
perial Ornaments to perform the Part of a common 
Soldier, and took leſs Care of himſelf than became 
his Dignity. | 

This Siege was the laſt of his Exploits, for a 
ſoon as it was raiſed he found himſelf indiſpos'd, and 
it was thought that his Illneſs was the Effect « 
Adrian's Treafon ; but ſome imagined it to be ; 
dropſical and paralytick Diforder. Notwithſtanding 
this Diſtemper, he reſolved to return to Rome, being 
earneſtly entreated by the Senate to come and re- 
eeive the Fruits of his Victories. He left the Com- 
mand of the Army with Adrian, whom he ha 
made Governour of Syria, and ſet out for Rome, at- 
companied by the Empreſs, and the Princeſs Mat. 
dia; but upon their Arrival at Selinonta, a Town it 
Cilicia, which was afterwards called Trajan-Opli; 
the Emperor found himſelf much worſe, becauſe of 
the Heat of the Dog-days, and was not able to 
proceed. His Diforder encreas'd every Day, and 
p laſt he was ſeized with a Flux, which carry'd him 
off. 

Pletina, who during Trajan's Illneſs, had Leiſure 
to provide againſt his Death, took her Meaſurs 
accordingly, and contrived every Thing to the Al. 
vantage of Adrian, who was then at Anticch; and a 
ſhe was afraid that his Abſence might be prejudicil 
to him, ſhe omitted nothing that could poſſibly pro- 
mote his Intereſts. We have already obſerved that 
Trajan never really loved Adrian, and was ſo fit 
_ naming him to ſucceed to the Empire, that he 

s reſolved to make no Choice at all of a Succeſ 
for ; whether it was in Imitation of . A/exanr, 
whom he had taken for a Model, or that he did noi 
think Adrian worthy of it, he left the Senate 1 

1 the 
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the Legions at Liberty to act as they ſhould judge 
proper in that Affair. a 188 
Plotina conſidered how important it was to A- 
drian to have it thought that Trajan had adopted, 
and appointed him his Succeſſor; for ſhe well knew 
that the Reſpect the Senate and the Troops had for 
Trajan, would almoſt ſecure the Empire to who- 
ever he ſhould have pitched upon, but that, on the 
other Hand, Adrian was not loved and efteemed ſo 
much as to give him Reaſon to flatter himſelf that he 
ſhould be preferred to ſo many great Men who 
were worthy of it. She took Care not to preſs 
Trajan to name Adrian for his Succeſſor, for 
Fear his Choice ſhould have fallen upon ſome 
other Perſon, or that her mentioning any ſuch Thin 


to him ſhould have a contrary Effect, and put him 


upon ſhewing his Diſguſt to Adrian; but as ſoon as 
the Emperor was dead, Plotina, who kept it very 
ſecret, ſent in all Haſte, for one of her Courtiers, 
in whom ſhe could place an entire Confidence, and 
having put him into Trajan's Bed, ſhe caus'd a great 
Number of Senators and Officers of Diſtinction to 
come into the Chamber, in whoſe hearing the pre- 
tended ſicx Emperor declared, with a faint and dy- 
ing Voice, © that he choſe Adrian for his Succeſſor. 
Phitina immediately cauſed Letters to be wrote 
to the Senate, to acquaint them with this, and as they 
could not be ſigned by Trajan, who was dead, 
ſigned them herſelf, pretending that the Emperdr 
was not able to do it, becauſe of his extreme Weak= 
neſs; at the fame Time diſpatching an Expreſs to. 
Autioch, to inform Adrian of the Emperor's Death. 
This good Emperor was univerſally regretted by 
the whole Empire, and Rome never ſhed Tears that 
were more ſincere. Thoſe of Plotina were cer- 


tainly 


e Spartian. in Adrian. 
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tainly more politick than otherwiſe : ſhe found 
Motives of Conſolation from the Kindneſs and 
Efteem that Adrian had for 'her. In the mean 
Time ſhe gave, in Public, all poſſible Demonſtrati- 
ons of Sorrow for her unſpeakable Loſs, and after 
having cauſed the Emperor's Body to be burnt at Se- 
linonta, and encloſed his Aſhes. in a Golden Urn, ſhe 
ſet out for Rome. Adrian, who_came with all 
Speed from Antioch, carry'd the Urn himſelf on 
Board the Ship, and then returned thither, not for- 
getting to give the Empreſs the utmoſt Tokens of 
his Gratitude and Acknowledgments. 

Plotma and Matidia carry'd to Rome the preci- 
ous Remains of Trajan, with which they were en- 
truſted. The Urn was received by all the Orders 
of the Town with the greateſt Reſpect, and placed 
upon the ſuperb Column that Trajan himſelf had e- 
rected in the Square, which is diſtinguiſhed by his 
Name. The Empreſs Plotina had the fame Power 
and Authority that ſhe enjoyed during the Reign of 
Trajan. Adrian, who was beholden to her for the 
Empire, had that Reſpect for her which he was ob- 
lig'd to have for his Benefactreſs by all the T yes of 
Gratitude. But nothing could more teſtify his At- 
tachment to her, than the exceſſive Grief he felt at 
her Death. He appeared in deep Mourning for nine 
Days, erected a Temple to her Honour, compoſed 
a beautiful Poem in Praiſe of her, had her immorta- 
liz'd, and dedicated a magnificent Mauſoleum to her 
Memory in the Town of Niſmes, the * Ruins 
of which are 22 to be ſeen. 
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Wife of ADRIAN. 


O LI D Happineſs is not always to be met with 
J in a high Rank or exalted Station, for frequent- 
y it happens that great Vexations are Attendants 
pon great Fortunes; and Kings upon their Thrones 
e ſurrounded with Cares, J ealouſies, and bitter 
nxiety. Sabina was not at all the more fortunate 
r being raiſed to the Empire, but on the contrary 

ll a Sacrifice to her Grandeur. Adrian became 
mperor by her Means, but that did not hinder 
im from being his Wife's Tyrant and Perſecutor: 


b. he found herſelf no better than a miſerable Slave 
of the moſt elevated Dignity in the Univerſe. 
by Sabina was Daughter of Matidia, Niece to Tra- 


n, and Grand-daughter to Marciana that Prince's 
ſer, whoſe Names were not ſo much as known 


fed uch was the Obſcurity of their Huſbands Fortunes) 
rt Trajan obtained the Empire. Marciana and 
e 


atidia, her Daughter, were Widows when Nerva 
lopted Trajan, which certainly is the Reaſon that 
ſtory makes no Mention of their Huſbands Names, 
ho, in all Probability, were not very confiderable 
de Empire. But Trajan being inveſted with the 
Peereign Power, his Glory could not, of Courſe, 

A, Wt reflect upon all his Family, and from that Time, 
arciana his Siſter, Matidia his Niece, and the 


96 n 
young Princeſſes, Sabina, and Matidia his Niece's Ml 1, 
aughter, were reſpected with that Diſtinction which fo 
was due to their Rank. The Senate, who wen to 
ſure never to omit any Opportunity of flattering ani ¶ po 
paying their Court to the Emperor, gave them the m. 
moſt pompous Titles, and among the reſt, that pe 
Auguſt was not forgot; and as Trajan was e. cli 
ceedingly fond of his Siſter, and had alſo a great Af. 
fection for his Nieces, the Court, the Town, and th 
the Provinces had the ſame Regard for them thu ed 
they had for the Empre' herſelf. Ch 
Sabina was the eldeſt of Matidia's Daughter, tha 


and becauſe Trajan had no Children, ſhe was lookeli or 
upon as his Daughter; ſo that whoever ſhe marry the 
was thought to bid faireſt for the Empire, which wa 
no ſmall Addition to her Merit, and ſerved mightiſſi pen 
to heighten her good Qualities. To theſe grei ect 
Proſpects and Expectations Sabina had this additter 
onal Advantage, that few could compare with be was 
for Beauty or Virtue. In her Countenance mig wit 
be read that Modeſty and Prudence for which the 
was ſo much diſtinguiſhed ; and ſhe never enco call 


raged any Pleaſures or Diverſions that were, the le 
in the World, inconſiſtent with the ſtricteſt Dec 
Cy. She had a Sort of Gravity in her Looks tha 
was the true Picture of her Mind, and which after 
wards furniſhed Adrian with a Pretence to diſlike 
her, and give out that he could not endure her go 
my and melancholy Temper, as he called it; * bi 
the Complaints of ſome Huſbands are much tot 
ſuſpected, and one ought to be very cautious ho 
they give Credit to any Man when he is ſpeaking! 
of a Wife he hates. e 

Of all thoſe who made their Addreſſes to Sabin 
and who aſpired to the Honour of e — 


prep 


-, © Tritav, Comm, Hiſt. * Spartian, Adrian, 
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e Aarian was, wichout Diſpute, the moſt remarkable; 
ich for beſides the Advantage he had of being related 
ere to Trajun, and to have had him for his Tutor, he 
n pofietled many excellent Qualities, which were the 
the more conſpicuous, as he had the Secret of concealing 
t perfectly well, all thoſe Vices that might have e- 
eu clipſed them. He was tall, very handſome, of an eaſy 
Al. genteel Shape, his Hair naturally buckled, and a 
and thick Beard, which he took care not to have ſhav- 
thi ed <, becauſe it hid fome Defect that he had in his 
Chin. He had ſo ſtrong and robuſt a Conſtitution, 
that he generally travelled on Foot, and very ſel- 
dom had any ſort of covering upon his Head, even in 
the depth of Winter; a moſt extenſive e and , 
ſo good an Underſtanding, that he was capable of 
penetrating the moſt abſtruſe Sciences, and, in ef- 
fect, there never was an Emperor that was Maſ- 
ter of ſo much Knowledge as he. His Memory 
was prodigious : He was thoroughly acquainted 
with all the Roads he had ever travelled, and all 
the Rivers he had met with in his Journies, could 
call every Solder in his Army be his Name. He 
had ſo extraordinary a Wit and Vivacity, and had 
0 happy a Facility at compoſing either in Verſe or 
Proſe, that in the firſt he could ſpeak Extempore, - 
and, that as correctly as if he had had Leiſure to 
prepare his Diſcourfe, But this Prince had alſo 
great Faults: He was a great Diſlembler, cruel, 
unning, debauched, vain, envious, and very jea- 
lous of other People's good Fortune: He had 
an unbounded Ambition, 1 and. not content with 
ing ſuperior to other Men in Rank and Power, 
he alſo pretended to be infinitely above the reſt of 
he Worldin Wit, Learning, and Abilities ; not 


2 1 5 recher. curieu. d' Ant. Spartian. 4 Dio. 
Lib. 69. 


Vol. II. F being 


4 


% 


98 S AB IN A, 


being able to endure thoſe who were thought to ex- Wh h 
cel him, whom he perſecuted as much as poſlible, WWF b 
as it happened to Apollodore, and would have Wh \ 

| happened 1 


a 
Apollodore, a Native of Damaſcus, was the great Ar. h, 
chitect that Trajan employed in the Conſtruction of the p 
is famous Bridge that he made over the Danube, and ſeve. 7 
ral other magnificent Buildings. Aurian was preſent Wil © 
one Day at a Converſation that T»ajan had with Apoll. C. 
dore about an Edifice he intended to erect; and as Aari- th 
an valued himfelf upon being of every Art, he would A 
needs give his Opinion upon this Occaſion, which was op. 
polite to that of the Architect. Apo//odore firding himicif WM cc 
contradicted in a Science which he, very juſtly, imagined i E. 
he knew more of than Haien, anſwered him with an Air 


of Contempt, Go and divert yourſelf wvith your Painting, A 
for that awhich we are now treating of is far enough cu 0 
ef your reach. Aarian, who did then paſs a good a 


deal of his Time in that Amuſement, was ſo ſtung 
with this Piece of Raillery, that he could never forgive tt, ag 
for as ſoon as he was Emperor he wanted only a Pretence m. 
to be revenged of him. In effect he baniſhed him from en 
Rome, but a little after he carry'd his Reſentment ſtil ro 
further, and Apollodore furniſhed him with an Op port WWW I. 
nity ſoto do, for Adrian having built a Temple in Ho- 
nour of Venus, he ſent the Model to Apolleaore, as if it 
were to know his Opinion of it, but in reality to let him 
fee that he could do without him, and that fine Building Ju 
might be carry'd on withont his Help. erte ba. Be 
ing examined it, found ſeveral Faults, and not being M 
cautious of offending the Emperor, as in Prudence he the 
Oug 1t to have been, he obſerved, that the Statue of Ve me 
which was placed in the Temple, and which was repre-Wif Sa. 
ſen led in a fitting;Poſture, was too high in Proportion 
io the Building; E 


or added he, joking, when the Gol. 


deſs has a Mind to riſe and go out of the Temple ſhe wil 

not be able, except ſhe ſtoops. Adrian, who thought be 

heJaad done the fineſt Thing in the World, was extreme pull 

ly mortify'd when he himſelf perceived the Error * hal Be 
cen 4¼ 
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„happened to Favorinus, if that Sophiſter had not 
„ been wiſe enough to give him the Honour of the 
e Victory in a Diſpute they had about a Word. 
0 The Philoſopher had it in his Power to have proved 

and maintained his Aſſertion beyond all Doubt, and 
. being aſked by his Friends, why he gave up the 


be BY Point fo eaſily, anſwered, Do you imagine me ſuch a 
„Hol, as not to acknowledge a Perſon whe bas thirty Le- 
5 gions at his Command, to be the moſt ning Man in 
lo- 9 C. 5 | i 
1. tr: For id So dangerous was it 10 contend with 
al WW Adrian in any Branch of Learning. 

op. Alrian, with all his good Qualities and Skill in 


{cif WW concealing his Vices, was never able to procure the 
nel WF Eſteem of Trajan; whether it was thit That Em- 


Air peror had a natural Averiion to him, or whether he 
„perceived a great many Faults in him, in Spight of 
*. all his Art, or laſtly, whether thoſe Courtiers, who 


ung were in Favour, took pains to prejudice the Emperor 
e ir, againſt him. It is certain, that veverian, who was 
ence marry'd to Paulina, and in whom Trajan put an 
ron entire Confidence. was the firſt that gave the Empe- 
til rar Notice that Adrian diſſipated his Fortune; and 
r. That Prince (generous and magnificent as he was) 
17 could not endure thoſe unnecetlary Expences; 
bin which fooliſh Prodigality proceeds fiom Want of 
ling Judgment z and. ſharply reprimanded Ad ian for it. 
ba- Be it as it may, Trajan never approved of the 
ng 1 Match between Sabina and Adrian, whatever Pains 
ce he the latter took to bring it about. Nothing is more 
Ven manifeſt, than that Adrian did not care for his Wife 


Sabina, and that all his pretended Eiteem and Af- 
1 1 fection 


been guilty of, and for which there was no Remedy but 
pulling down the Roof of the Temple which was not e- 


Death. 


levated enough; he was, however, 10 exaſperated at 4- 8 
poiiogore, that on a frivolous Pretence, he put him to 
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fection for that Princeſs was only the Effect of his 
Policy; fo that it was Plotina, who received the 
ſincere Tokens of his Love, whilit he could afford 
Sabina nothing but cold and forc'd C:vility, even 
before Trajan's Death. Sabina poſſeſſed no Qua- 
ities that were agreeable to her Huſband, except 
her high Rank and her Portion, that is to ſay, the 
Empire: Theſe flattered his Ambition, but could 
never captivate his Heart. Adrian wis, however, 
too cunning not to diſguiſe his real Sentinients, and 
cover over his Diſlike with the contrary Appearance, 
but this Artifice would never have deceived Trajan, 
if the officious Endeavours of Sura, (in whom the 
Emperor placed all his Confidence,) added to the 
warm Perſwaſions of Plotina, had not, in a Man- 
ner, forced his Inclinations, and broke through all 
Obſtacles to promote this Marriage, ſo that Trajan 
did not conſent to it but with the utmoſt Regret, 
which ſufficiently appeared © by the ſlender Regard 
the Emperor had for Adrian, tho' it might be aid 
that he was become his Son in Law, by his Mar- 
riage with Sabina, and conſequently, that he never 
intended him for his Succeſſor. His being raiſed 
then to the I hrone was entirely the Work of the 
Empreſs, which ſhe accompliſhed by the Stratagem 
we have already taken notice of, and in which ſhe 
was aſſiſted by Tatian, who had been Adrian's Tu- 
tor, and the Senator Similis, who was then in great 
Efteem at Rome. This Perſon did Adrian great 
Service upon that Occaſion, for which he was but 
very ill rewarded. 

Adrian was at Antioch when the News were 
brought him of the Emperor's Death. He cauſed 
himſelf to be proclaimed Emperor immediatel), 
Without waiting for the Determination of the Se- 
nate, 
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nate, under Pretence that the Republick could not 
remain without a-Heid; and this was the Reaſon 
he al;ciged in bis Letter to the Senate, when he de- 
ſire they would confirm the Election. He ſolemn- 
ly piotefted with horrible Imprecatiore, that he 
would never put any Senator to Death, let his Crime 
be what it would; which Promiſe he was fo far from 
performing that he broke it frequently; for, as he 
was very inconſtant in h's Friendihips, he perſecuted 
all thoſe whom he had loved, and to whom he lay 
under the greateſt Obligations. This odd and un- 
accountable Conduct ſoon after induced Similis, an 
Officer of great Honour and Merit, to retire into 
the Country, where far flom Tumults, Buſineſs 
and Courts, he paſſed ſeven Years ina calm and 
quiet Solitude, and reckoned that his whole Life till 
then went for nothing, of which he had a Mind to 


inform all the World by ordering this Epitaph to 
be wrote upon his Tomb, 


Hic jacit Similis 
Cujus ætas miltorum annorum ſuit, 
Ipſe ſeptem dumtaxat annos 

vixit. 


| Here lies Similis, who was in the World many 
Years, but only liv'd Seven. He died in the 76th 
Year of his Age. 


As ſoon as the new Emperor had ſettled and re- 
gulated Matters in the Eatt, he ſet out for Rome, 
where he did not queſtion but his Preſence was ne- 
ceſſary: He was received with great Demonſtrati- 
ons of Joy. The Senate decreed him the Tri- 
umph that had been prepared for Trajan, and gave 
him the Title of Father of the Republick. Sabina 
was alſo declared Auguſt; and the Senate, being de- 


\ 
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ſirous to give ſome particular Mark of their Eſteem 
ſor the Empress, as Niece to Trajan, honoured her 


with a new Pitle, and called her the new Ceres. 


The Emperor celebrated his Entry into Rome * by 
Games and Sports, and a very magnificent Show 
which he exhibited on his Birth-day ; he diſtributed 
a great deal of Money among the People and Sol- 
diers, and endeavoured, by his Bounty, and all poſ- 
hble Means, to acquire the good Will and Eſteem of 
every Body; but at the ſame Time he behaved fo 
ill towards the Empreſs his Wife, that it was plain 
he had never loved her. In Effect, as his ſole 
Reaſon for marrying her was to obtain the Throne, 


which he had Jong ſighed after; as ſoon as he was 


in Poſſeſſion of it, and Sabina had nothing more to 
give him, he made her little better than his Vaſſal. 
This is but too frequently the Conſequence of 
thoſe Marriages which are founded upon Motives of 
Intereſt or Policy ; for as nothing is ſought after 
but Riches or Grandeur, the Parties are quite indif- 
' ferent to each other; ſo that nothing remains but 
Grief and Remorſe, for having ſo dearly bought 
thoſe Chains that they are neither able to break nor 
ſupport. Sabina cruelly experienced the Truth of this, 
tor Adr:an, who during Trajan's Life had appeared 
fo fond of her, was no ſooner feated in his Throne 
than weary with diſſembling, and far from ſctting 
any Value on her, either on Account of her Perſon, 
or for her having procured him the Empire, he, on 
the contrary, ſhewed her the utmoſt Contempt, and 
treated her in ſo injurious and brutal a Manner, that 
ſhe was infinitely more a Slave than an Empreſs, 
So unjuſt and blameable a Conduct as this could not 
certainly be juſtify'd; © but Adrian endeavoured to 

excule 


f Faber. c. 8. : Aurcl. Victor. 


WIr or ADRIAN. 103 


mM excuſe himſelf on Account of ſome Thing odd and 
er diſagreeable in the Empreſs's Temper, d and gave 
25, out that her Humour was inſupportable, the ordina- 
by ry Pretence of bad Huſbands, But Sabina was not 
\v ent in Regard to Adrian's Behaviour, when ſhe 
ed ſound herſelf ſo cruelly dealt with: She was too 


1). Wl (cfilible of this Uſage to bear it without complaining. 
One Day having been worſe treated than ordinary, 


of ſhe reproached him with his Ingratitude and ill Na- 
ſo WT ture, which fhe ſaid was unbecoming a Prince. 
. Nor did (tie think herſeif obliged to keep it ſecret; 
dle on the contrary, ſhe was in Hopes that its being 
known could not but cover him with Confuſton, 
„as which might have a better Effect than all her Re- 
to monſtrances and Expoſtulations; ſo ſhe made no 
al. Ccrople to lament, openly, her hard Lot in being 
of Wl thus tied to a Man of fo intractable a Diſpoſition 
of and ſo bad a Mind. i But Sabina gained nothing by 
ter MI publiſhing her Misfortunes ; ſo far from it, that ſhe 
if. wined her Affairs more than ever, for Adrian, wha 
ut by his ſupreme Dignity was out of every Body's 
bt Reach, and little valued what People thought or 
"or ſaid of bis Conduct, made no Alteration for the bet-» 
ter in his Manner of Acting, but rather otherwiſe ; 
red bor he proceeded to ſuch a Pitch of Brutality as to 
* put her upon the footing of a Maid Servant, and 
talked of divorcing her: But certain Reaſons of Po- 
>. licy hindered him from going that length; he kept, 
however, No Sort of Meaſures with her, but ſhewed 
wy her the utmoſt Contempt, and that in ſo ſhameful 
hat Ml © Manner as has branded his Name with eternal In- 
famy; for, nat content with ſettling his Affections 
elſe where, and diſhenouring, by his inordinate Ap- 
to petites, the moſt illuſtrious Families, even thoſe of 
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his intimate Friends, k he became deſperate] in 
Love with a young Man named Antinous, a Bithyni. 
an, whom he abuſed by a horrible Brutality, and 
carried his ſcandalous and deteftable Weakneſs, for 
that infamous Object of his Paſſion, to an Exceſs 
that is almoſt incredible. This, it may be imagined, 
could not but provoke Sabina in the higheſt Degree; 
1 the looked upon Adrian as a Monſter ſhe ought 
to avoid more than a wild Beaſt, and her Averſion 
to him became ſo great, that ſhe did all that wa 
poſſible, to prevent her having a Son by him, for 
Fear that an Heir ſprung from him, might inherit 
his Vices and be the Ruin of Mankind : She was not 
aſhamed to boaſt of this. 

The whole Empire were Witneſſes to this Di- 
viſion between the Emperor and Sabina, who, not- 
withſtanding her Hatred to Adrian accompany'd 
him in all his Journeys during his whole Reign, and 


bis Curioſity u put him upon viſifing all the Pro- 


vinces of the Empire, notwithſtanding” the bad 
eather and the Inclemency of the worſt Climates, 


with which the Poet Horus reproached him in ſome 


humorous Verſes, where he tells him, that if being 
Emperor would oblige him to travel through Bri- 
tain, and ſuffer the exceſlive Cold of Scythia, he 
would not accept of it upon thoſe Conditions, 
Adrian, who was always very ready at Repartee, 
anſwered lim in ſuch a Manner at that the Poet did 
not find his Account in it; for he made ſome ex- 
tempore Verſes in the f:me Meaſure with thofe of 
Florus, in which he ſays that he would not for the 
World be Florus, who was always haunting Ta- 
verns and fca. Ts Pl.ces, and that it was more 


honourable for an Emperor to travel than it would be 


f fo 
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in to act as Florus did, and to be over-run with Ver- 

ni. min. It is to be obſerved, that among the Ro- 
nd „nus, a Man would be extremely aſhamed to have 
for been found in a Tavern, We have not thought 
eſs Nit amiſs to inſert here the Poet's Verſes, and the 
ed, WM Emperor's Anſwer. | 
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»bt Ego nolo Czfar eſe, 

On An:bulare per Britannos, 

vas | Scythicas pati pruinas. 

for | | 1 

rit The Emperor anſwered by theſe Verſes, 

not Ego nolo Florus efſe, © 1 
Amiulare per Tabernas, 7 

Ji- Latitare fer Popinas, F 

wy Culices pati retundos. 9 


nd The Subject's good or bad Fortune depends in a 
great Meaſure upon the very Looks of the Prince: 


Jad When he condeſcends to ſmile upon any one, that 
es, Perſon will be ſure to meet with Reſpect from every 
me 


Body, end on the contrarv, the unfortunate Man 
ing WF upon whom he frowns, is ſkunned and avoided by 
all the World, as if he carried Infection about 
him: The Inclinations of Mankind will ever be 


Ns. of a Piece with thoſe of the Sovereign. 

ee, Sabina, whilſt Trajan was alive, ſaw all the 
did . Grandces of Rome at her Feet, and particularly, 
7. Adrian, ho paid his Court to her, with the great- 
: eſt Reſpect and Aſſiduity, but, no ſooner was he 
: * WW inveſted with abſolute Power, and began to ſhew his 
Hatred to the Empreſs, than ſte was not only a- 
* bandoned by thoſe who had in a Manner, adored 
of her before, but even treated moſt injuciouſly, by 


ſuch as were permitted, if not ordered, ſo to do. 
From that Time, they loſt all Sort of Reſpect for 
her, nor was there any Body who bad not Im- 


5 pudence 
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pudence and Aſſurance enough to affront her, by 
every thing they could invent, that could create 


ter Trouble and Vexation. Among thoſe who 


carried this Liberty the greateſt Lengths, Suetonius, 
Secretary to Aurian, and Septitinus Clarus, diſtin- 
guiſhed themſclves in fo brutal a Manner, that the 
Emperor {deſirous as he was, to have her morti- 
fied and ill treated upon every Occaſion) could not 
hear of it with Patience; he deprived them of his 
Confidence and Friendſhip, diſmiſſed Suetonius from 
his Employment, and gave it to Heltodorus, whom 
he then loved as much as he hated him afterwards, 
It is true, that Adrian could not endure Sabina: 
" He uſed her barbarouſily, and even obliged a great 
many of his Courtiers to do the fame, but it was 
the higheſt Diſreſpect to him, for any Body to in- 
ſult the Empreſs, without his Permiffion. I know 
that ſome have attributed the Diſgrace of Suetonius, 
to his having expreſſed too much Compaſſion for 
that unfortunate Princeſs, but I ſee no Autiority 
for that Conjecture. 

Adrian was in England, when Suetonius, his Se- 


- #eretary, forfeited his good Graces; and there it 


was that he was informed of Plotina's Death, 


Buy the immoderate Grief which he ſhewed 


upon that Occaſion, it was evident, that the 
Paſſion he entertained. for her was rather Love than 
any Thing elſe. Sabina's Condition was not, how- 
ever, the more tolerable upon that Account, nor 
did he think himſelf obliged to give her a greater 
Share of his Eſteem, for having loſt the other: 
She was ſtill he Object of his Hatred and Perſe- 
cutions, and Antinous that of his Affection; but 
the untimely End of that infamous Wretch, which 
happened not long after, was a new Subject of 


„rief 
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Grief for the Emperor; for it is credibly reported 
that Adrian, walking one Day upon the Banks of 
the Nile, with his Favourite, the latter fell into 
the River, and was drowned, Except we rather 
chuſe to believe, what a Hiſtorian * has aſſerted, 
that the Emperor offered him up in an execrable 
Sacrifice, that he made to prolong his own Life, 
which (as the Magick which he had long practiſed 
informed hm) would be the Caſe, provided he could 
meet with a Man, who ſhould voluntarily conſent 
to be put to Death for that Purpoſe, but which 
no Body could be prevailed upon to do but Anti- 
315. Be that as it will, Adrian, at the Death of 
that abominable Favourite, committed incredible 
Follies and Extravagancies. He wept like a Child, 
and to mitigate his Sorrow, or elſe to ſhew his 
Gratitude to Antinous, he ereted Temples and 
made Statues in Honour of him, and —__ among 
the Gods the Difgrace of Mankind. * 
Adrian's perpetual Journeys did not a little 
contribute to diſſipate hi Affliction, but his Cuſ- 
tom of going bare- headed {let the Cold be never fo 
intenſe) and his other Fatigues, ſo altered his Con- 
ſtitution, that he contracted dangerous Diſorders. 
He was pretty far advanced in Years, which added 
to the ſmall Hopes he had of being cured, and the 
Contempt he began to perceive, that Peoale had 
for him on Account of his Age, he thought it 
high Time to think of chuſing a Succeſſor, and at 
firlt determined upon Severian, his Brother-in- 
Law; but aſterwards changing his Mind, he was 
more inclined to Fuſcas Salinater, his Grand-fon, 
than to Nepos his intimate Friend, Genttanus, and 
many others in their Turns, were alſo in his 
Thoughts, but they all OY od:ous to him; as 
6 if 
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if his Intention to give them the Empire had ren- 
dered them gu-ity of having deſigned to rob him of 
it, At laſt, contrary to every Budy's Opinion, 
he Þ pitched upon Lucius Aurelius Verus, whom 
he adopted, and declared him Ceſar, though he 
knew by his magick Art (as it is pretended) that he 
would not ſurvive him, and conſequently could ne. 
ver be Emperor. In Effect, Ferus died on his 
Return from Panronia, and the very Day upon 
which he was to have pronounced a fine Speech, 
that he had compoſed in Honour of his Bene- 
factor. | " 

This threw ian into new Perplexities, about 
the Choice of a Succeſſor ; but after deliberating a 
while® he fixed upon Titus Antoninus, whom he 
adopted upon Condition, that he ſhould adopt 
Marcus Aurelius, and Lucius Verus Son of him 
that died lately. Adrian had been always ex- 


tremely fond of Lucius Ferus's Father, (too much 
for both their Reputations; ) for malicious People 


attributed his reſolving to make him his Succeſſor, 
to very ſhameful. Motives. | 
Adrian's having thus ſettled the Succeſſion, did 
reat Honour to his Judgment, and. was much ap- 
proved. of by all the World, but he mightily tar- 
niſhed what good Qualities he had by his Cruelty, 
eſpecially in the laſt Year cf his Life. Severian his 
Brother-in-Law, and Fuſcus, were the firſt that 
were ſacrificed to his Rage,. under pretence of their 
havipg aſpired to the Throne, Catillius Severus, 


Intendant of Rome, was diſgraced, being alſo ac- 
cuſed of having deſigned to uſurp the Empire; fo 


he loſt the Dignity he poſſeſſed by endeavouring to 
exalt himſelf to the Sovereignty. But the moſt 


 Huſtrious. of theſe Victims, as well as the moſt 


unfor- 
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enfortunate, was the Empreſs Sabina, whom this 
cruel Emperor put to Death, juſt when ſhe had 
conceived Expectations of a better Fate, from her 
Huſband's Illneſs. Adrian, atter having perſecut- 
ed her unmercifully, was reſolved ſhe ſhould no: 
have the Satisfaction of out-living him, and of 
being thereby made amends for all her Sufferings; 
he treated her with ſuch extraordinary Rigour and 
Severity, that he conſtrained her to put an End to 
her own Life, or rather he poiſoned her, as it was 
generally believed. Thus periſhed this poor un- 
happy Princeſs, by the Barbarity of him whom 
ſhe had raiſed to the Empire. After her Death he 
was pleaſed to procure her Immortality, and put 
her in the Number of the Divinities, as if this Im- 
piety could make her happy in another World, 
whom he had rendered ſo compleatly miſerable in 
this. The Senate did not ſcruple to grant thoſe 
impious and ridiculous Honours to her, whom ma— 
ny of them had deprived of that which was juſtly 
due to her upon Earth. 

Adrian's Death happened ſoon after that of Sa- 
bina. His Indiſpoſition encreaſed daily, and inſtead 
of finding any Benefit from the Phyſicians, he 
complained, that they had killed him. He cau- 
fed himſelf to be carried to Baya, in the Cam- 
pania of Rome, to try what the Change of Air 
would do for him; but he was ſo far from ob- 
ſerving the Regimen the Doctors had preſcribed 
him, that he eat every thing contrary to his Diſ- 
temper, and by that Means, haſtened his End. 
He ſaw its Approach with great Anxiety as to his 
future State, and compoſed ſome Verſes upon that 
Subject, which have made his laſt Moments re- 
markable. He died at Baja, in the Arms of Titus 
Antoninus, whom he had ſent for, and his Body 
Was burnt in Cicero's Houſe at Puzzoli. 
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FausriINA the Mother, . 
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'1 HE Name of Fauſtina is as remarkable in pro 
5 Hiſtory, as that of Malina, and upon her 
much the ſame Account. In the Empreſſes that . v. 
have been known by theſe two Names, the ſame Po, 
Inclinations, Vices, and Debauckeries were pre- fror 
dominant; for it docs not appear, that the Wiſe M7, 
of Marcus Aurelius Antoninus, has any Right off 
reproach the Wife of Claudius; nor can it be fad 1 
that Fauftina, (the Mother) was at all more virtu- thei 
ous than Meſſalina, whom Nero married after he bee 
bad killed Poppea. grat 
Annia Galeria Fauſtina, was Daughter of Ar- ſcar 
nius Verus and Siſter of Ælius Verus, whom the the 
Emperor Adrian declared Ceſar, and who died H bled 
ſoon after he had received that Honour. She wa geb. 
of a very ancient Family, and her Anceſtors, who Tre 
were originally of Fayance, had exercifed in Rone ſpar 
the moſt important Empioyments with great Ho- Effe 
nour and Reputation; but neither her noble EX 7 
traction, nor the Favour her Brother was in with Wher 
Adrian (who certainly loved him more than was Peri 
conſiſtent with Decency) contributed fo much to her 
Advancement, as her Beauty. The Medals that yet 
remain of her, repreſent her as a moſt — a 
| | Wn C 
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Che had a peculiar Sweetneſs in her Counte- 
nance, a gay and lively Diſpoſition, a very inſinu- 
ating Manner of Behaviour, an emorous Complexi- 
on, and was extremely fond of Pleaſures and Di- 
verſions, which unhappy Biaſs was the Occaſion 
of all thoſe horrible Irregularities ſhe gave her- 
ſelf up to. 

Her Mother's Name was Rupilia Fauſtina, 
Daughter of Rupilins Bonus, who had been Con- 
ſu}, but of an obſcure Family. Some affirm *, 


that he never was really Conſul, but that he only 


was honoured with the conſulary Ornaments, for 
his Name is not in the Lift of Conſuls. It is very 
probable, that ſhe was obliged to her Beauty for 
her Preferment, in being married to Annius Verus, 
e who on his Father's S:de, deſcended from Numa 
Pompilius, firſt King of Rome, and on the other, 
from a King of the Salentines Be that as it will, 


— — 


Fauſtina, of whom we are now treating, was the 


Offspring of this Marriage. 3h 
It Verus and his Wife took much Pains tex 

their Daughter good Notions of Virtue, it muſt 
be confeſſed, that they laboured upon à very un- 
orateful Soil, and, that her impudent and moſt 
ſcandalous Behaviour, is to be attributed intirely to 
the Depravity of her Nature, in which ſhe reſem- 
bled her Brother Ælius Verus, whoſe licentious and 


debauched Life, gave his Wife Fadilla ſo much 


Trouble and Vexation, and which ſhe might have 
ſpared herſelf, as it was far from having any good 
Effect upon him. 

Fauſtina, beſides her illuſtrious Extraction and 
her extraordinary Beauty, was the moſt agreeable 


Perſon in the World; ſhe was of a chearful and- 


lively 


* Capitolin. in Tit. Antonin, 
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lively Diſpoſition, full of Wit and Vivacity, but 
there was ſomething in all her Conduct, that waz 
not at all 4 conſiſtent with the Moceſty of her 
Sex, eſpecially at Parties of Pleafurez upon which 
Occaſions, ſne did not pique herſelf upon an over 
ſtrict Obſervance of the Rules of Decency, which 
were always very irkſome to her, but on the con- 
trary, made no ſcruple to give full Liberty to her 
natural Temper, being quite unguarded both as to 
her Words and Actions, in which ſhe diſcovered 
the ſtrongeſt Inclination to Libertiniſm. Her 
Friends were willing to hope, that her indiſcreet 
Behaviour procecded rather from her giddy un- 
thinking Youth, than from a natural Bent that 


Way, and that, when ſhe was married, ſhe would 


grow more ſedate and referved, but it was not in 


the Power of any thing to make an Alteration in 


her for the better, her bad Habits becoming every 
Day more ungovernable ; ſo that in a little Time, 
ſhe threw oft all Manner of Reſtraint. 

Fauſtina's Temper and Genius induced her Pa— 


rents to marry her betimes, and certainly they 


could not have found a Huſhand more worthy of 


her than Trtzs Antoninus, who was of the greateſt 


Quality and Merit. He was originally of Ni/ms 
in Languedoc. His Family remained for ſome 
Time in Obſcurity, but Titus Aurelius, being by 
his extraordinary Merit made twice Conſul, after 
paſting through all the Degrees of Honour, it be- 
came very illuſtriouss His Son Aurelius Fulvius, 
who was alſo honoured with the Conſulſhip, was 
remarkable for his Honeſty and Integrity: This 
Perſon had, by his Wife, Aria Fadilla, Titus Au- 


relius Antoninus, known ſince his Exaltation to the 


Empire, 


* Capitolin, 
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Empire, by the Name of Antoninus, and who was 
one of the greateſt Princes that ever ft upon the 


Throne. He bad received from Nature and Eduw» 4 


cation, all the Adi antages and Virtues that were 
to be wiſhed for, in a great Monarch. He was © 
tal and well proportioned, had a moſt amiable 
Countenance, and ſuch a Sweetneſs and Majeſty in 
his Face, as befpoke the Eſteem and Affection of 
every Body. It was even obſerved, that he ex- 
tremely reſembled Numa Pompilius, whofe Virtues 
and good Qualities were revived in him. He was 
liberal f without Prodigality, magnificent without 
Oſtentation, polite without Aﬀectation, eaſy and 
zpreeable in his Manner, chearful in his Converſa- 
tion, exempt from Ambition in his private Life, 
and from Pride and Haughtineſs, when in the 
moſt honourable Stations. He was exceedingly 
eſteemed for his Probitv, Learning, and Eloquence, 
and loved for his Moderation, Goodneſs, and 
Sweetneſs of Temper. All theſe Virtues made his 
Reign glorious, and acquired him the Sirname of 
Pius, which does more Honour to his Memory, 
than all thoſe pompous Titles, which were fo libe- 


. 


rally beſtowed upon the other Emperors, and which, . 


proceeded more from Vanity and Flattery than 


Truth and real Merit. 

Theſe rare and excellent Qualities ſoon diſtinguiſhed 
Antoninus, and procured him the greateſt Employ- 
ments: Thoſe of Queſtor and Præior he exerciſed 
with great Honour and Magnificence, and acquitted 
himſelf with ſo much Wiſdom and Capacity in eve- 
ry Thing he undertock, that he was thought very 
deſerving of the Conſulſhip, which accordingly was 
given him: His Collegue in that exalted Dignity, 

Was 


© Capitolin. Spon. f Marc. Anton. de Vict. 1. 
Lib. 1. Eutrop Autel. Vict. | 


diſcovered that he too earneſtly wiſhed for it. 


Joy and Diverſions; whereas Antoninus, being come 


1 . 


and ſeducing Flattery, encouraged her in thoſe vici- 


For ſome Time after her Marriage ſhe lived in gr 


5 . feared that a Woman who is ſo exceſſively fond of 
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was Catillius Severus, a very ambitious Man, whon 
Adrian would have made Emperor, if he had not 


It was during his Exerciſe of this important Em- 
ployment that he married Fau/tina, and this Match 
was the Source of all his Misfortunes, as it attach- 
ed him to a Perſon whoſe Character was direQtly 
oppoſite to his own. For ſhe, who was in the 
Flower of her Age, delighted in nothing but Paſtimes, 


to Years of Maturity, was grave and conſiderate; 
which was notat all agreeable to a young Perſon of 
great Vivacity, who could reliſh nothing but Mirth 
and Laughter. | 

It is very difficult for a Wife of this Sort to be. 
have with that Care and Circumſpection, which 
Virtue and Decency require; for conjugal Fidelity 
is ſeldom ſtrictly obſerved when it is to contend 
with the Impetuoſity of Conſtitution, eſpecially 
where Opportunities and Temptations are ſought 
after inſtead of being avoided; and it is much to be 


Diverſions, will not always inſiſt upon their being 
perfectly innocent. Fauſtina, who was born with 
ſtrong and violent Paſſions, looked upon the Gravi- 
ty and Reſervedneſs required of marry'd Perſons, to 
be an intolerable Conſtraint. All Antoninus's Merit 
was not of Force enough to defend her againſt the 
Attacks of thoſe Crowds of Admirers who ſur- 
rounded her, and who, by their poiſonous Maxims 


ous Inclinat:ons to which ſhe was naturally but too Hu 
much inclined. 


her ordinary Manner; but ſoon after, ſhe began to Wc, 

indulge her Diſpoſition for Gallantry ; and fo by De- 

grees ſhook off the very Appearance of oo v and Mm 
ictuc, WW. 
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"on Wiictve, till ſhe was irretrievably plunged into Vice; 
not nd her Debaucheries became the common Topick 
f Raillery and Ridicule. 

It is certain that Antoninus was informed of bis 
'ife's Behaviour, which was publickly talked of, for 


FA he was ſo little ſo]:citous about her Reputation, that 

N e did not endeavour to conceal her Crimes. But 

*. ven if the Emperor had had ſo little Penetration as 
2 


ot to diſcover it, it cannot be ſuppoſed that his 
'riends ſhould be fo little zealous for his Intereſts, 
s not to let him know that his Wife was the Jeſt of 
Rome. However, he did not proceed to violent 
eaſures; for, though he was thoroughly inftruct- 
d in Fauſtina's ſhameful Conduct, and was ex- 
remely ſenſible of it, he choſe to diſſemble his Vex- 
tion and remain quite ſilent in that Affair. 

Debauchery is always inexcuſable, but was the 
ore ſo in Fauſtina, upon whom it was, on many 
\ccounts, incumbent, to have been more than ordi- 
narily careful of her Conduct: Her Huſband was 
ery faithful to her, and was worthy of all her Af- 
ection; and beſides, her Marriage with Antoninus 
vas no Reaſon for her exempting herſelf entirely 


ſhe ought by all Means to have preſerved : She 
had alſo Children to whom ſhe ſhould have ſhewn 
azood Example, and whoſe Education was of the 
utmoſt Importance; but her Appetites got the bet- 


* ter of her Reaſon, fo that ſhe followed her own In- 
= clinations rather than the good Advice that was given 
2 her, and dreaded neither the Reſentment of her 

Huſband, (who ſhe knew was incapable of Revenge,) 
in vor the Indignation of her Parents, whoſe Remon- 


ſtrances ſhe deſpiſed. So, inſtead of giving her 
50 Children good Inſtruction, ſhe encouraged them to 
tread in her Steps, and we ſhall ſee by the Sequel 
that Tauſtina, the only Daughter ſhe had left, bein 
= | influence 


rom the Authority of her Parents, whoſe Eſteem ' | 
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influenced by ſo ſcandalous and pernicious a Mode, 
became a Monſter of Impurity. 

Whether Galerius Antonius and his Brother (Sn 
of Far/tina) died before or after their Father came 
to the Empire, is what the Learned differ about, tu 
Hiſtory does not determine it ; but we are inform 
that the eldeſt of the Daughters, whoſe Name is ng 
mentioned, and who was mar'icd to Lamia Silan, 
died befote Anteninus went into Aha, whither the 
Emperor ſent him with the Character of Proconl(ul 
Fauſtina accompanied him thither. She would 
with all her Heart, have diſpenſed with that Journey, 
which deprived her of ail the Pleaſures of Rom, 
where her Beauty, and the Pleaſure ſhe took in be 
ing admired procured her ſo many Adorers; but there 
was no Help for it, ſo ſhe was forced to ſubmit 
She went then with her Huſband into the Eaft 
where he had ſome Preſages of his future Grandeur, 
and had daily Opportunities of demonſtrating ſuch; 
Sweetneſs of Temper, and ſuch Moderation as no- 
thing could diſturb, for it was Proof againſt all Pro- 
vocations, of which he gave a ſignal Inſtance at his 
firſt Entrance into his Government. 

-- This illuftrious Proconſul, being arrived at Sm. 

na, took up his Lodging for that Night in the Houle © 

of the Sophiſter Polemon, * becauſe it happened to \ 

be at that Time empty, Polemon being _— * 
buli 
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Care muſt be taken not to confound this Polenn 
with other Philoſophers of that Name. The Perſon d 
whom we are ſpeaking, was a Native of Laoaicea. He 
was a Man of great Diſtinction in Smyrna, and had for 
merly bern deputed, by the Inhabitants of that Town, 
to the Emperor Adrian, who received him very honourr 
bly at Rome, and ſhewed him conſiderable Marks of hs 
Eitcem, which had rendered this Philoſopher ſo proud 
and inſoleat, that he thought himſelf above all tit 
World. 
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t the very Night that Artorinus arrived there 

alinon came Home. He was a Man very full 
uf bimſelf, and fo inſupportably vain and haughty, 
ame at he imagined himſelf equal to the Gods. The 
eat Credit he was in with the Emperor, who 
mel vas fond of that Sort of People, flattered his Pride 
no much, and made him ſo impertinent, that he 
1; Wecpt no Meaſures with any Body, as ſufficiently 
tio ppeared upon this Occaſion. This Sophiſter find- 
1,1 ns his Houſe taken up h by the Proconſul, fell into 
uch a Rage that he made the Street echoe again, 
ney nd after having railed at Antoninus in the moſt bru- 
on Manner, he ſent him Word to go out of his 
* ouſe inſtantly, and procure himſelf a Lodging elſe- 
hen bere; without conſidering that common Prudence, 
mit well as good Manners, required that the Procon- 
bf, ul (whom it was very dangerous to provoke) ought 
eur, o be treated with more Policeneſs. That it was, 
cho the higheſt Degree, unbecoming and indecent to 
lige the Wife of a Proconſul of Aſia (extremely 


* atigued with a long Journey) to riſe out of Bed at 
t his Yo unſeaſonable an Hour, and wander about in the 


Dark to look fora Lodging, and that he ought at leaſt 
0 wait till next Morning. 


A leſs mild Governor than Antoninus would have 


myr- 
ouſt 


d to uniſhed the Incivility of Palemon, and fo brutal an 
ent; \front would have induced any other in his Place 
but o have kept Poſſeſſion offthe Houſe he had pitched 


pon for his Quarters, in ſpight of its unpolite 


ny Owner, which he might have done by the Autho- 
\n ty of his Employment; but Antoninus, who was 

He l Goodneſs and Complaiſance, would not ſtay a 
| for Moment in the Houſe againſt the Maſter's Will, 


Own, 
ourz 
0 his 
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ut quitted it to Polemon, tho? at Midnight, and it 
3 almoſt Morning before he could find another. 
8 This 


* 


_ Þ Philoſtrat. vit. Polem. 
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This Adventure was known at Court, where Axim. aty 
nus's Mildneſs was not leſs admired than Polemn Mis 
Infolence was deteſted. Adrian, who had a grepubl 
Kindneſs for Polemon, was angry and vexed at Hen 
Unpoliteneſs; and, for Fear that Antoninus ſhoviliiſl A 
reſent it, he condeſcended to make up the Matte y al 
between them, aud took Pains to reinſtate the Phone 
loſopher in the Proconſul's good Graces, four 
Antoninus was as much beloved in A/ia as heh 
been at Rome, and for the ſame Reaſons. He be 
haved with ſo much Juſtice i and Probity, and g 
verned that Province with ſuch Prudence and Good 
neſs, that he eclipſed the Virtues of his Grand- fathe ed 
who had ruled it fo wiſely, and was ſo much extd| 
led. The Emperor heard, with great Joy, bor 
exceedingly Antoninus was eſteemed in the Eh, 
and putting all the Confidence imaginable in the % 
lidity of his Judgment and Advice, he recalled hin 
to Rome, to receive the Benefit of his Council an 
Aſſiſtance. Fauſtina was in Raptures at this: Sk 
quitted Aſia with great Pleaſure, in order to retun 
to Rome, where ſhe was to recommence her Intrigue; 
In Effect, ſhe there renewed her Gallantries, ant 
the more her Huſband was valued for his good Qui 
lities, the more ſhe gave a looſe to her vicious Incl 
nations. Antoninus ſmothered in his Breaſt the di 
agreeable Reflections which this Irregularity of hs 
Wife occaſioned, and by carrying his Complaiſance 
abundantly too far, pardoned thoſe Crimes that h 
ought to have puniſhed. Whether he was incape 
ble of the leaſt Severity, or whether he imagined! 
would rather encreaſe than cure the Evil, or that f 
hoped to conceal his Diſhonour by pretending to H 
ignorant of it, he permitted his Goodneſs, and ti 
Sweetneſs * of his Temper, always to intercede fo 
| Fauſtin 
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ton rauſtina, who, for ber Part, made a very bad Uſe of 
bis Indulgence, and did not fail to furniſh the 
retWPublick with ſufficient Matter for Raillery and 
t lu Cenſure. | ; 

ou As nothing encourages Vice ſo much as Impuni- 
attrty and bad Example, ſo Fauſtina could never have 
Phone calmly on in ſuch a Courſe of Life, if ſhe had 
found it attended with any bad Conſequences. An- 
minus could not prevail upon himſelf to uſe Seve- 
ity againſt his Wife, though ſhe diſhonoured him; 
ſnnius Verus, who was grown old and decrepit, 
as not in a Condition to make himſelf much reſ- 
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ther pected by his Daughter; and as for Ælius Verus 
xta er Brother, inſtead of giving her good Advice, he 
hon hewed her the worſt Example in the World, for, as 
Eat their being born of the ſame Mother had given 
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hem both the ſame Inclinations, he gave himſelf up 
ntirely to Debauchery as much as his Siſter. Ne- 
er was Man ſuch a Slave to infamous Pleaſures 
or, not content with ordinary ones, he invented 
ew Kinds of Vice, and out-did the moſt deprav'd 
Princes in Effeminacy. Among other odious Mo- 
uments of his unbounded Incontinency, Hiſtory 
entions a particular Sort of Bed ſtrowed with 
Roſes and Lillies, the Scene of his Abominations . 
ith his infamous Concubines. | | 

Fadilla, his Wife, was extremely ſenſible of the 
\ffronts her Huſband put upon her, and far from 
deing of as pacifick a Temper as Antoninus her 
Brother in Law, ſhe loſt all Patience, and gave Ve- 
u all the provoking Language ſhe could think of; 
eproached him with his ſcandalous Way of Life, 
and his Contempt of her, who did not think herſelf 
it all inferior to any of thoſe Objects of his Affecti- 
dn he was ſo fond of: In ſhort ſhe teazed him fo 
much 
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much that once he told her in a great Paſſion he took 
a Wife merely to maintain the Honour and Digniy 
of Marriage, but not for any Satisfaction that wx 
to be expected in a married State; ſo that ſhe ought 
not to be ſurpriſed if he ſhould look for Pleaſure 
elſewhere. Thus Fauftina and Verus, by their Vi. 
ces and infamous Conduct, were a Scandal to al 
Rome, whilſt Fadilla and Antoninus, by their wik 
and prudent Conduct, were the Glory and Ornz 
ment of it. 

Verus's Debaucheries, however, did not ſpoil his 
Fortune; for Adrian finding himſelf declining every 
Day in his Health, reſolved to name him his Succeſſor, 
and adopted him, The Emperor made him Præ- 
tor, Governor of Pannonia, and Conſul; and had ſo 
great a Regard for him that a Letter from this new 
Czfar had more ITufluence over him, than the mot 
earneſt Solicitations of any of his Courtiers. 

It is affirmed, (notwithſtanding) that Aarim 
(who knew Verus to be not at all proper to govein 
the Empire) never intended that he ſhould be in- 
veſted with the ſovereign Authority, but that this 
Adoption was the infamous Price of that brutal Com- 
plaiſance which he had had for the Emperor, who 
knew that Verus would never fit upon the Throne, 
which made him ſay that he had adopted a God and 
not a Son. The Event verified his Prediction; fot 
Verus died ſoon after, without leaving any other 
Mark of his Dignity than a pompous Funeral. 

Although Adrian did not deſign that Verus ſhoul 
ſucceed him, yet he could not reſolve who to leave 
the Empire to, till he conſidered the Virtues and 
good Qualities of Antoninus, and tlien he determi: 


ed in his Favour; and perceiving that his Diſtempel | 
increaſed, he convoked the Senate and declared that 


he adopted Titus Antoninus, and having made his 
Will he appointed him his Heir and Succeſſor to the 
>» Empire; 
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WM Empire; and added that it was ® at the Perſwaſion 
„of Polemon, that he was prevailed upon to make that 
Choice; that the Merit of this Action might make 
MY -{-toninus forgive the Injury he had received from 
that Philoſopher at Smyrna Adrian died ſoon after. 
Nothing could be more agreeable to the whole 
Empire, than this Choice ; for never had the Empire 
a more worchy Maſter. The firſt Thing the new 
Emperor did, was to expreſs his Gratitude to his 
Benefactor in procuring him Immortality: He 
thought he could do no leſs, than to place Arian a- 
mong the Gods, who had provided him fo exalted a 
Station upon Earth. He did not however find it ſo 
ealy a Matter as he imagin-d, tor the late Empe- 
ror, having put to Death ſeveral of the moſt illuſ- 
new trious Senators, had rengered his Memory odious 3 
not and fo far were they from granting him divine Ho- 
nours, that on the contrary, they were much in- 
lined to brea& all his Ordinances, and deſtroy every 
hing that might do him hon ar with Potterity, 
Antoninus was much afflicted at this Diſpoſition 
df the Senate, and endeavoured by all the Argu- 
ients he was Maſter of. to give them a more fa- 


who 0uiable Opin on of Adrian; but hi, Reaſons had 
rone, o great Weight. He repr. ſented to them, that if 
4 anjWbcy revoked and annulled what Adrian had 
one, it would follow that he himſelf could not be 


beir Emperor at the ſame Time that they were ex- 
reſſing ſo much Joy at his being ſo; for, ſaid he, 


oll | you ſuppreſs the Diſpoſitions of the Deceaſed, if 
lea ou will not exccute his laſt Will, do you not by 
s ant Means refuſe to accept of me to whom he be- 
min- eatbed the Throne? And then ſhedding ſome 
empeiſ ears, the Senators were ſo moved that they alter- 


d that their Reſolution, and he obtained his Requeſt; ſo 
Je bl Vol. II. G that 


| 


n 


5 Philoſtrat. vit. Sophiſt. 


1 12 all thoſe that had been condemned to 
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that he who had been the Tyrant of the Republick 

became a Divinity. 8 | th 
Antoninus ſignalized the Beginning of his Reign by 5 


eath by Adrian; for he ſaid that it ſhould not he 
in the Power of any Body to reproach him with the 
having diſhonoured his Entrance into the Govern- 
ment by ſuch odious Executions. Theſe generous . 
Sentiments ſaved the Lives of a great many Per Mor 
ſons, who were ſo many Heralds to proclaim his loo 
Clemency. In Effect, thoſe that had been baniſhed Nag 
were recalled, the Priſoners were ſet at Liberty, the iit ir 
Sentences of Death were revoked, and the SenieM < 
honoured thoſe Marks of his Goodneſs, by decrecin lou» 
him the Title of AZerciful, and that glorious one MP; - 
Father of the Republick, which no Emperor hal priv 
better deſerved. The ſame Decree granted tees. 
Fauſtina the Quality of Auguſt; for the Senate did 
not think they could well refuſe the Empreſs the 
fame Honour they hd conferred upon other Prin- 
ceſſes, however unworthy they were of it. 
Fauſtina's being exalted to the Throne of the 
Empire, the pompous Title that had juſt been given 
her, and the ſupreme Rank with which ſhe was ho- 
noured, required that ſhe ſhould live in anothet 
Sort of Manner than ſhe had done hitherto. dt 
could not, without the utmoſt Degree of Sham 
and Scandal, indulge herſelf in thoſe Liberties ti 
had ſo much diſhonoured her, and which certain 
did not become an Empreſs, upon whoſe Condud 
the Eyes of all the World were fixed ; but all thel 
Conſiderations could net extinguiſh in her that invi 
cible Deſire of Pleaſure, which had got ſuch an a 
ſolute Empire over her Heart, and obſtinately reli 
ed every Reflection that tended towards a Refſtra 
of her Paſſions. - 4 +; F 
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After the new Emperor had acquitted himſelf of 
the Duty he owed to the Memory of his Predeceſ- 


k 


or and Benefactor, he diſplayed his Magnifhicence 
to Wand Generoſity to the People, among whom he diſ- 


tributed large Sums of Money; he payed the Troops 
the Legacies that Adrian had bequeathed them, and 
made them conſiderable Preſents over and above. 
The Towns of Ita and the Provinces, alſo partook 
of his Liberality; but Fauſtina n could not help 
looking upon this exceſſive Generoſity of Antonius 


it in very ſharp Terms. 
ite ll She told him with an Air of Diſcontent, that he 
ig ought to be ſatisfied with diſſipating, in Giſts and 
e of WPreſents, the publick Treaſure, without waſting his 
had private Fortune in needleſs and ſuperfluous Expen- 


d to ices. No Body expected to find this wonderful 
_ Gil economy in Fauſtina, who ought herſelf, to have 
_tieibeen a little more ſparing of her Favours; but, at 
Prin the fame Lime that ſhe was fo thrifty in Point of 


loney, ſhe did not ſcruyle to be exceedingly pro- 


f theWigal of her Honour. Antoninus would, notwith- 
orvetWManding, have willingly excuſed her Covetouſneſs, 
xs ho- f he could have prevailed upon her to be more chaſte 
zotheWnd virtuous ; he reproved her for this low and ſelf- 

oneWntereſted Way of thinking, and anſwered, that, 
ShamWince he was become Emperor, he had nothing he 
s tnuould call his own, not even his private Patr'mony, 
r tainlMWvhich was become that of the Publick ; which re- 
ondunarkable Words ſufficiently prove the Goodneſs of 
1 thelWis Heart, and the Love he bad for his SubjeQs, 


inv rhom he looked upon his own Children; and in 


an ect, took all poſlible*Meaſures to make them 

7 reſi appy. He extirpated the Quadruplators, that dan- 

eſtia 4, Oh. gerous 
Ait * Capitalin, in Anton. 
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gerous Sort of People *; he diſcharged all thoſe Of. Ml 1: 
tices and Employments that were of no Manner of fe 
" Uſe to the Publick ; as he looked upon it to be un. n 
"= uſt that the Publick ſhould be burdened with thoſe b. 
wv ho contributed nothing to its Benefit. He ſtrd- . 
ly charged all the Governors of Provinces not to be lf tt 
guilty of Extortion ; put none into Poſts of Impor- tc 
tance but Perſons of known Probity and Honour; v. 
never undertock any War but when there was an Wi w 
abſolute Neceflity for it, being much more deſiros he 
to maintain Peace in the Empire than to enlarge its Ml P. 
Bounds, and more ſolieitous about the pudblick e. 
Tranquility than his own Glory. He had continu- be 
ally in bis Mouth that remarkable Sentence of Ml 4 
Scipio the African, that it was better to ſave the Lie lo 
| of one Citizen than to deſtroy a thouſand Enemies. ce 
EK Never did Prince make ſo moderate a Uſe of he C 
Power. He was eaſy of Acceſs, and gave every if lo 
Body the hearing. not only with Parience, but the m 
greateſt Condeſcenſion and Affability. No Bod) £: 
whatſoever was forbid to approach him; he liſtened Ml ſh 
attentively to the Poor and Unfortunate, without Wl ag 
Pride or Haughtineſs; ſo that no Body had Occaiu Wt M 
to bribe any of his Courtiers to procure an Au-. gc 
5 dience: the Doors of his Palace were open to 1 {h 
x the World, and never had Favourites fewer Oppo D 
| tunities of ſqueezing Money out of the People, thuſ or 
during the Reign of Antoninus. 
But of all his good Qualities none were mort 


{ = conſpicuous than his Mildneſs and Sweetneſs oi Ai 
4 Temper. He never was known to revenge a ſo1 
| . „ RISS Injury me 


I * ** Fo. 3 5 | x 
*The Quadruplators Were fo called from being it; 
ticled to the fourth Part of the Subſtance of thoſe wid 
were convicted of Crimes upon their Accuſation: The 
did an infinite Deal of Miſchief in Nome; for in o der i 
enrich themſelves, they made it their Buſineſs to blacks 
the Characters of thoſe who had Money. 
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O- Injury ; ſo that thoſe who had the moſt ſenſibly of- 


ef fended him, had nothing to fear from His Reſent- 
un- ment. [le gave Polemon, who hid treated him fo 
1ole brut ly et Smyrna, an InFance of this extraordina- 
d- Moderation. The Philoſopher, being informed 
) be that Antoninus was on the Throne, went to Rome 
vor- to congratiJate him upon his Acceſſion : H's Arri- 
ur; ral pur every Body in Mind of the Inſolence with 
5 an WW which he had refuſed his Houſe to Antoninus, when 
rous Wl be went thither to exerciſe his Proconſulſnip; and 
> its People expected thit, if it was poffible for him 
lick WI ever to ſhew any Tokens of his Diſpleaſure, it would 
inu- be to a Man who had fo groſly affronted him; but 
e d Antoninus, who was perfect Maſter of himſelf, and 
Life WW looked upon Revenge as a poor low Paftion, re- 
nies. ceived Palemon with great Marks of Eſteem and 
bi Confideration; he even embraced him tenderly, 
very lodged him in a handſome and convenient Apart- 
t the ment in his own Palace, and, in a joking Manner, 
Boch gave Orders that it ſhould be ſuch a one, as that he 
end I ſhould run no Riſk of being turned out of. By this 
bout agreeable and ingenious R illery Antoninus had a 
an Mind to let the rhiloſopher ſee that he had not for- 
Au-W got his Incivility though he had forgiven it; and 
o al thewed that, if he did not expreſs any Signs of his 
ppo-l Diſpleaſure, it was not to be attributed to Stupidity 
tha or being inſenſible of Injuries, but to his herioc Vir- 
tue and Nobleneſs of Soul: This rare Example of 
mom i Meekneſs, at the ſame Time that it ſecured him the 
{s al Affection of the Senate and People, ſerved as a Leſ- 
e a fon to all thoſe about him; for be would never have 
mentioned this Affair at all, were it not to inſtru 
others how they ſhould behave in the like Caſes ; 
he brought it in very à propos upon another Occa- 
lion, when an Actor, who had been drove out of the 
Theatre by Polemon, came to complain to him; 
the Emperor aſking what Time of the Day it 
| r was 
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was when this happened, the other anſwered at Noon; 
but I, ſaid the Emperor, was turned out at Mid. 
night, and never complained at all. 

Antoninus had reigned three Vears, with all the 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs that has been deſcribed, 
which made bim a publick Bleſſing and Felicity, 
for which he was juſtly called the Delight of Man- 
kind, when his Wife, Fauſtina, died in the thirty 
ſeventh Year of her Age. Her Debaucheries, 
which had cauſed the Emperor ſo much Vexation, 
would (one would think) have furniſhed him with 
Motives of Conſolation : He, nevertheleſs, regret- 
ted this Empreſs, in ſpight of her infamous Beha- 

viour. 

He cauſed all the Honours that had been granted 
to the preceding Empreſſes, to be conferred upon 
her, and placed her among the Gods, where the 
Senate had already introduced the Agrippinas and 
LAefſalinas, Rupilia Fauſtina, her Mother, was 
yet alive, and received the Complements of Con- 
dolance, uſual upon thoſe Occaſions. She had the 
Satisfaction to ſee the Emperor, her Son-in-Law, 
doing particular Honour to the Memory of Faiſ- 
tina; for Antoninus was not content with cauſing her 
to be immortalized, and dedicating the moſt ſump- 
tuous Games in honour of her, he built a Temple 
which he filled with the Statues of this new Divi- 
nity; and being reſolved to grant her extraordina- 
ry Privileges, he ordered that her Image ſhould 
be ſolemnly carried in Proceſſion to the Shews that 
were exhibited in the Circus. ; | 
.  Aﬀter the Emperor had, by all the Honours that 
could be thought of, paid the laſt Tribute to the 

Memory of his Wife, he employ'd himſelf en- 
i titely in the Government of the State. Here 
paired the ancient Buildings, and erected new ones: 
He eaſcd the Provincess that had been afflicted ge 
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the Plague, Famine, and Earthquakes, eſpecially 
at Cizica, whoſe famous Temple (the grandeſt and 
moſt magnificent Building in the World) was late- 
Iy thrown down *. He alfo rebuilt, at his own 


Expence, the Houſes that had been burnt down at 


Carthage, Narbonne, and Antioch ; ſo that it may 
be ſaid, that there was no Province where ſome 
Monuments of his Liberality, Compaſſion, or 
Magnificence were not to be ſeen. 

Never was Prince ſo great a Lover of Peace, 
and at the ſame Time: ſo formidable. The moſt 


diſtant People usb themſelves happy, in being 


under his Protection, and owning him for their So- 
vereign Lord, ſo much were they captivated with 
his Uprightneſs, and the Mildneſs of his Govern- 
ment. His Power extended to the remoteſt Cor- 
ners of the Earth, as much as at Rome. His 


Name was revered and reſpected by all the Kings 


in Alliance with the Roman Empire, even Strangers 
and Barbarians; ſo that he maintained Peace and 
Tranquillity in the World, more by his Reputati- 
on alone, than his Predeceſſors had done by Force 


of Arms. | 


One of the greateſt Benefits he could poſſibly 
confer upon Mankind, was to infuſe good Notions 
of Virtue into Marcus Aurelius, whom he had a- 


* Cizica was one of the moſt remarkable Towns in 
Greece, both for Largeneſs and Beauty. It was ſituated 
in an Iſland in the P-oponiide, and had a Communica- 
tion with the Continent by two Bridges; famous for 
Its Marble Fortrefles and Towers, but moſt of all for 
the Temple, which was an aſtoniſhing Piece of Work, 
far ſurpaſſing any Thing that was to be ſeen in 4/a, for 
its Size and Magnificence. The Pillars were fifty Cu- 


bits high, and each made out of an intire Stone. The 


Iſland is ſtill celebrated for its Marble. | 
G 4 dopted, 
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128 . 
dopted, and who was to ſucceed him, jointly with 
Lucius Verus, putſuant to Adrian's Will, He 
therefore took Care to chuſe him fuch Preceptors as 
had the greateſt Reputation, and ſent to Challin 
for the celebrated Apo! onius, whoſe Pride and At- 
rogance furniſhed Auteninus with an Opportunity of 
ſhewing his exteme Goodneſs. That Philoſcpher, 
being arrived at Rome, took up his Lodging in a 
private Houſe, inſtead of going direcœly to the 
Palace. The Eniperor being told that he was come, 
ſent for him in order to commit the Education of his 
adopted Son to his Care, but Apallonius, full of his 
ſurly Philoſophy, and looking ſternly at the Empe- 
ror's Meſſenger, told him, that it was not the 
Duty of the Maſter to go and wait upon the 
Scholar, but the Pupil's to go and pay his Reſpeds 
to his Maſter. Antoninus was not at all offended 
at this impertinent and ridiculous Vanity, but 
laughed at it, ſaying, he was ſurprized that this 
great Philoſopher ſhould not have found out, that it 
was not quite fo far from his Lodging to the Palace 
as from Chalets to Rome. 
It may 'be taken for granted, that ſuch a Prince 
as Antoninus (ſince he took ſo much Care ot his a. 
dopted Son's Education) did not negle& that of 
his Daughter Fau/{ina, but he did not find in her 
the ſame good Diſpoſitions as in the other, for 
Marcus Aurelius copied after Antoninus, whereas 
Fauſtina unhappily trod in the Steps of her Mo- 
ther. 7 
We ſhall ſee by the Sequel, that ſhe carried ber 
Laſciviouſneſs and Impudence as far as it could 
poſſibly go. Antoninus had not the Mortificztion 
of ſeeing it, for he died in the twenty third Year 
of his Reign, after having governed the Emp're 
with ſo much Wiſdom, Juſtice, Moderation, and 
Glory, that it might more properly be faid of . 
| tha 


WITTE or AN TONIN us. 129 
than of Trajan or Augu/ius, that he ſhould either 
never have been born, or ſhould never have died. 
Towards the latter End of his Life, he made that 
famous Decree, that St. Auguſtine has ſo much 
commended, by which Huſbands were forbid to 
accuſe their Wives of Adultery, when they were 
themſelves guilty of the ſame Crime; and ſubject- 
ed the Men, when they trangreſſed in that Way, 
to the ſame Penalties that were incurred by Wo- 
men of that Character — Never was Emperor fo 
much regretted by his Subjects, who had all of 
them ſo high an Idea of his Honour and Integrity, 
that the moſt remote and barbarous Princes thought 
themſelves happy, when they could prevail upon 
him to be Arbitrator of their Differences, in which 
Caſes his Opinion and Judgment was always de- 
ciſive. 1 


+ 


the younger Fay/tina, would have carried her Ir 


Titus Antoninus,” as we have obſerved, and in het 


FAUSTINA the Younger, 
Wir Ee o „ 


Marcus AU RELIUS 


EN's Love and Study of Philoſophy, is not 
always what procures them the Eſteem and 
Affection of their Wives; on the contrary, it ha 
often been known, that too much Gravity and Stu- 
diouſneſs in a Huſband, has been the Occaſion d 
his Spouſe's Infidelity ; and who knows whether 


regularities to ſo great a Length, if her Huſband 
had been leſs a Phijſopher ? She was Daughter d 


Father ſhe had the moſt perfect Model of Virtue, 


but her headftrong Paſſions, and the Violence d 


her Conſtitution, hurried her away, in ſpight of th 
beſt- Inſtructions and Example. It is generally i 
vain and fruitleſs to attempt to work againſt Nr 


ture; ſo Fauſtina, who was born with vitiated and 


depraved Incligatigns, imitated the Vices of her Mo: 


ther, as if it was "decreed that all of that Nam 


were to be remarkably impudent, If the Fac 


can be reckoned a true Image of the Soul, n 


great Prudence or Diſcretion was to be el 


pected from this Princeſs, for her Phyſiognom 


ſeemed to foretel her natural Humour and Diſpol 
4 | Th. 
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tion. She had a little Head, her Face a little ad- 
vanced, a her Neck long, ſmall Eyes, but very 
lively, a giddy unthinking Look, incapable of Re- 
flection or Modeſty, never ſuffering the Rules of 
Decency to come in Competition with her own 
Humour and Inclinations; ſo that few Women 
have carried their Debauchery and Impudence to 
ſuch an Exceſs. It is certain, that Marcus Aure- 
lius's not giving himſelf much Trouble about her 
Conduct, and the too great Complaiſance he al- 
| ways had for her, contributed not a little to her 

8. {candalous Behaviour, for an unreſtrained Indul- 
rence has generally that unhappy Effet. A 1 
Huſband who reſolves to ſhut his Eyes againſt all 
his Wife's Failings, betrays himſelf ; for it is not at 
all ſafe or prudent, to give too much Liberty to 
ſome Women, who make no other uſe of it, but 
to diſhonour themſelves, and all that belong to 
them. 

When the Emperor Adrian, adopted enen 
he ordered that he ſhould give Fauſtina his Daugh- 
ter to Ferus; but as ſoon as Adrian was dead, An- 
taninus, thinking, d there was too great 4 Diſpro- 
portion between his Daughter's Age, and that of 
Verus, acted quite contrary to Adrian's Intention, 

e oF and determined to marry her to Marcus Aurelius, 
fte though he was already betrothed to Cejonia, Daugh- 

ly u ter of Lucius-Cejonius Commodus. 1 

Na Marcus Aurelius was of one of the beſt Fami- 
ju lies in Rome. He. being deſcended from Numa 
Mol Pompilius, whoſe Wiſdom and Goodneſs he imi- 
ame tated. His firſt Name was Humus Verus, but as 
Fac ſoon as he was adopted, he took that of FO by 
, nos Aarelius; his Anceſtors had always * a con 
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derable Rank in the Senate, but his FORT Vi- no 
tues rendered him infinitely more illuſtrious than lin 
his Birth, or his Alliances, which included all that cot 
were of E and Diſtinction at Rome. In hin Wl tir 
were to be ſeen all Manner of good Qualities, without 
any Faults. From his Childhood he was inclined he 
to be grave, moderate and liberal; and preſetved Ned 
even in the Exerciſe of the Sovereign Power, and I per 
all the Splendour that attends it, his Simplicity of E 
| Manners. He paſſed the greateſt Part of his Youth pol 
in the Study of the Stoick Philoſophy, and perpe- up 
tually converſed with People of that Profeſſion: ¶ ty. 
He even affected their ſedate and ſerious Air, and Ml pin 
imitated them in the minuteſt Things, not diſdain- I Fa: 
ing to wear (aſter their Example) the e eee ed 
in which he was not aſhamed to appear in Publick, Ml con 
for which Reaſon he was always filed the Philoſo- Ml wit 
pher. He much injured his Health, by too cl.ſe. Wl plo 
an Application to his Study, and the many Dif- tha 
orders which he complained of all his Life were to MW ble 
be attributed to it. to 
As ſoon as Adrian was dead, Antoninus adopted ner 
Marcus Aurelius, and at the ſame Time, reſolved. {Wand 
to. marry him to his Daughter, though ſhe had and 
been deſigned for Verus. Fauſtina, the Mother, Mot i 
propoſed this to Marcus Aurelius; ; and, as he was. x 
not a Man to do Things raſhly, but, on the con- mat 
trary, weighed and conſidered all his Actions, be. MWpy 
deſired Time to think of it. Antoninus, however, Aur 
gave him the Title of Cæſar, initiated him into. dip 
the College of the Salian-Prieſis, appointed bim 1 
Conſul for the next Vear, and. in ſhort, heaped up- die 
on him all thoſe Honours, that were uſually be- Wor 
ſtowed. upon, ſuch as were intended to-ſucceed to Gta 
the Empire. All this made no Impreſſion upon Whco; 
_ Marcus Aurelius, who had ſo imbibed the Maxims Wlous 


of ke, that he was quite inſenſible of Ho- Ji 
nours | 
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nours that were ſufficient to gratiſy the moſt un- 
limited Ambition; and making his whole Pleaſure 
conſiſt in his Philoſophy he gave himſelf up in- 
tirely to it. ; . 
The Time being expired that he had aſked, before 


he could determine about the Marriage, he accepft- 


ed with Gratitude, the Honour of being the Em- 
peror's Son - in - Law, and married the Princeſs 
Fauflina, The Nuptuals were celebrated with all 
poſſible Magnificence, and the Emperor diſplayed 
upon this Occaſion, his great Generoſity and Boun- 
ty. But what in due Time compleated their Hap- 
pineſs, was the Birth of the Princeſs Lucilla, that 
Fauſlina was delivered of, and as this more endear- 


ed him to the Emperor, ſo he had new Dignities , 


conferred upon him : He was created Tribune, 
with the Power of a Pre-conſul, which laſt Em- 
ployment was ſo far from making him arrogant, 


that he became, if poſſible, more meek and hum 


ble; and behaved with as much Duty and Reſpect 
to Antoninus, as if he was his own Son. There 
never was ſo beautiful an Union. between a Father 
and Son - in - Law, who made it their whole Study 
and Occupation, to give each other reciprocal Marks 
of their Eſteem and Affection. 


There were not wanting, according to Cuſtom, 


many envious People, that could not bear this hap- 
py Agreement; as they imagined, that Marcus 
durelius's Favour and Credit with the Emperor e- 
clipſed theirs. 

There are always in Courts, corrupt and miſ- 
chievo:s Flatterers, who think to advance their own 
Fortune, by inſinuating themſelves into the good: 
Graces of the Prince, at the Expence of other 
People's Reputations, pretending to be more zea- 
lous than ordinary for his Intereſts; and it is next 


to impoſſible for the beſt of Kings, to be al- 


ways. 
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ways upon their Guard againſt the Venom of this Ml ; 
dangerous Sort of People. Valerius Omnlus was | 
one of this Character. This artful and wicked 
Courtier, who had the Emperor's Ear, never fail- 
ed to make his Advantage of the frequent Oppor. 
tunities he had of endeavouring to create Miſ- 
truſts and Jealouſies in Antoninus, with regard to 
Marcus Aurelius; and Whenever it was in his 
Power to give a malicious Turn to any Actions of 
him or his Family, he was ſure to do it. ; 
'Y 1 
Cunning and Impoſture was the more dange- 
rous in him, as he had a great deal of Wit, and 
knew how to give Weight to meer Trifles; and 
bad alſo the Secret of employing Raillery, with 
great Succeſs, in order to gain his Points ; but un- 
der pretence of Mirth and Joking, his way was to ir 
give mortal Stabs to thoſe whom he had a Mind o d 
injure. Omulus took this Method to give the Em- © 
peror a bad Impreſſion of his Son- in- Law, De- 
mitia Calviila, Marcus Aurelius's Mother, (a Lady E 
who piqued herſelf upon her Wiſdom and Piety Ml he 
towards the Gods) went regularly every Day to Ml he 
pay her Devotions before an Image of Apollo, that Wi le 
was in her Garden, She was acquitting herſelf of WM ar 
this Duty one Day, when the Emperor and OM hi 
lus, faw her at the Feet of this Statue, in a very 
humble Poſture. Omulus, perceiving the Emperor WE T 
to look very attentively at Domitia, would fain WM wi 
have put a bad Conſtruction upon this Behaviour of MW ve 
hers, which he ought rather to have commended. He fir 
infinuated to Antoninus, that his Death was what Wl pl 
ſhe was ſupplicating of the God with ſo much wi 
Earneſtneſs; and turning towards the Emperor, ine 
with a malicious Smile, it is not difficult, ſaid he, IM for 
to gueſs at the Petition Domitia is putting up to T. 
Apollo; it can be nothing but your Death, that (*M ap 
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tent with his Dignity, to frequent the Academies, 
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is requeſting, in order to procure the Empire for 
her Son. 

Antoninus, whoſe Prudence and natural Good- 
neſs would not ſuffer him eaſily to entertain an 
ii Opinion of any Body, did not fall into the 
Snare that was laid for him, nor did he in the 
leaſt alter his Conduct towards Calvilla, or Marcus 
Aurelius ; fo that the perfidious Courtier had no 
other Satisfaction, than that of having diſcharged a 
malicious Arrow to no other purpoſe, than to 
make known his odious Character. This is very 
often the only Fruit that theſe baſe Flatterers and 
Paraſites reap, from their diabolical Attempts, to 
do ill Offices to innocent People. | 

Titus Antoninus being dead, the Senate (agree- 
ing with him, as to the Merit of Marcus Aurelius) 
declared him fole Emperor; but he being a religi- 
ous Obſerver of his Word, would not fail in the 
Promiſe he had made to Adrian, to affociate to the 
Empire Lucius Verus He did fo then; and though 
he had but a very indifferent Opinion of this Prince, 
he thought himſelf obliged to declare him his Col- 
legue, gave him the Title of Cefar and Auguſt, 
and from that time, promoted the Match between 
him and his Daughter Lucilla. SF 

It was then that the Republick had, for the firſt 
Time two Emperors, who governed in concert 
with equal Authority, for till that Time, the So- 
vereign Authority, had been always lodged in one 
lingle Perſon. Marcus Aurelius was very well 
pleaſed to divide both the Honour and the Fatigue 
with Verus, that he might be more at Leiſure to 
indulge his favourite Paſſion, the Study of Philo- 
fophy. In Effect, he cultivated it upon the 
Throne, with the ſame Aſſiduity as when he was 
a private Perſon, nor did he think it at all inconſiſ- 


and 
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cal Meditations, ſne (unmindful of her Birth and 


clinations; and the Emperor, too much taken up 


and in all his Actions, ſhewed the vaſt Difference 
there was between him and his Father- in- Law; 


declared War, which they had been meditating for 
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and liſten with great Attention to the Leſſons of 
fuch Philoſophers as were of high Reputation, from Gr 
whence he returned filled with the Maxims of the ere 
moſt auſtere Virtue and Wiſdom. ne) 

This was not at all ſuitable to Fauſtina's Taſte, Re 
whoſe coquettiſh and lively Diſpoſition could but 
ill reliſh fo ſerious a Conduct, ſhe, who could not 
live, but in the midſt of Pleaſures and Diverſions, b 
And accordingly, whilſt Marcus Aurelius was a 
muſing himſeif in his Cloſet, with his Philoſophi- 


Dignity,) was giving full Scope to her vicious In- 


with his Contemplations, troubled himſelf but very 
little about his Wife's Bchaviour ; who knew ſo 
well how to make the moſt of this ſupine Indo- 
tence, that ſhe was reſolved to deny her ſelf no- 
thing. The Emperor Verus was not leſs com- 
plaiſant to his Paſſions and Deſires than Fau/ting, 


but the Misfortunes which, at that Time, aMicted 
Rome, and the Empire, rowzed him at laſt from 
his Diverſions and Pleaſures. The Tiber over- 
flowed the Town, deſtroyed the fineſt Buildings, 
and drowned all the Country. To this was added, 
a dreadful Famine and Plague; and, as if all the 
Judgments of Heaven were united to puniſh the 
Romans, the Parthians, alter having drove out of 
Syria Aidius Cornelianus the Governor, openly 


many Years paſt. 
The Emperors. applied themſelves with V igour,, 
to repair the Loſs and Damage occaſioned by the 
Inundation, the Scarcity, and the Peſtilence ; and 
after having ſent experienced Generals, and Troops 
againſt thoſe Barbarians, and the * 4 
7 — 
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Great-Bri'ain, who had alſo revolted, it was 2“ 
oreed, Verus ſhould in Perſon, tike a Jour- 
ney into Hria, to chaſtiſe the Parthians for their 
Rebellion, and that Marcus Aurelius ſhould con- 
tinue at Rome, where his Preſence was neceſſary. 
The Senate authorized all theſe Reſolutions. 

Marcus Aurelius accompanied his Collegue, as 
far as Capua, and then returned to Rome, but be- 
ing ſoon after informed, that Verus was taken ill at 
Canuſia, he cauſed the Senate to make Vows 
for his Recovery, went himſelf to make him a 
Viſit, and did not quit him, till he was well e- 
nough to proceed in his Journey to Syria, About 
his Time, Fauſtina lay in of the Princeſs Fadil- 


a, whom Caracalla afterwards put to Death, and 


pf whom we ſhall have Occaſion to ſpeak here- 
aſter. She had afterwards another Daughter, cal- 
ed 7u/tina, who died young, according to ſome 
iſtorians, but others ſay, ſhe lived long enough 
o imitate her Mother. As for Fauſtina the Young- 
r, ſhe exactly copied after Meſſalina, in her 
hameful and moſt infamous Behaviour; ſo, that if 
dne has the leaſt regard for Decency and good 
Manners, one muſt be laid under great Difficulties; 
or thoſe Things cannot be mentioned without 
orror. I know, however, that the Rules of 
liſtory oblige him, who writes it, to report the 
ices as well as the Virtues of theſe whoſe Lives 
e undertakes to give an Account of. For my 
jart, I wiſh J were able to report, with more 
-rcumſpeion, and in Terms more conſiſtent 
th MoJeſty, theſe hortible and ſhocking Crimes; 
ut yet if too thick a Veil be thrown over the 
neaning of an Author, it is intirely hid, and the 
eader finds nothing but the Senſe of the Hiſto- 
an or the Tranſlator. After all, when one has 


cad the Hiſtory of Maſalina, Fulia, and »Agrip- 


pina, 
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ing the beſt Means to humble the Enemies of the 


Diſtinction, and beſtowing upon them thoſe Fe 
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pina, there will be no great Room for being url n 
Priſed at any thing that can be met with, in chat 
of Fauſtina, who trod in their Steps; for while ſo 
Marcus Aurelius was ſhut up in his Study, contriy. 


Empire, or indulging his philoſophical Genius, te ge. 
Empreſs his Wife was abandoning herſelf intirely ty od 
the Gratification of her Appetites, by the moſt ſcand D. 
lous Behaviour. The Confidence ſhe had in th ha 
Emperor's Goodneſs, encouraged her to diſnonou Sul 
him by the moſt horrible Libertiniſm. She val 
not content with procuring Gallants of Quality and 


vours, which her too ſtudious Huſband neglected, 
but gave herſelf up to all Comers, ſo, that he 
Froſtitutions became quite publick; and having by 
Degrees brought Matters to that Paſs, that he 
bluſhed at nothing, and not in the leaſt fearing kt 
Huſband, who ſeemed inſenſible of her Condud 
ſhe gratified without Reſtraint her infamous Incl 
Nations, | | | | 
Orphitus, was one of her Lovers, Ut:ilius, M 
deratus, and Tertullus, were alſo of the Num 
ber, and lived with her in an infamous Famil 
_—_. : | | 
The Publick, which obſerves every Step that | 
taken by Perſons of high Rank, was thorough 
acquainted with Fauſtina's Debaucheries. Thk 
Eyes of all the World were upon her; and Scat 


dal, which ſpares neither Nobility nor Dignit) 5 
Grandeur nor Authority, was not more compli n ſe 
ſant to the Empreſs than to other People. Mat "Mx 
cus Aurelius could not but be informed of tick 1 
Exceſſes of his Wife, for it would have been 1". : 


poſſible, that the Gallantries of Fauſtina, (wi 
ſet ſo ſmall a Value upon her Reputation, ) ſhow 
eſcape his Knowledge. At leaſt he wor ha 

nog 
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ut. known of her Intrigue with Tertullus, having ſur- 
chat priſed them together one Day at Dinner; and 
bit ſo great a Familiarity muſt needs give him to 
try. underſtand, that they had had Meetings more ſe- 
the cret and more criminal. He had even the Morti- 
tie cation to ſee, that his Wife's Impudence furniſh- 
y tl ed Matter of Ridicule to the Theatre; for one 
nd Day when the Emperor was there, © the Actors 
the had*the Raſhneſs and Aſſurance to introduce this 


0008 Subject upon the Stage, and acquaint him with his 


vo Wite's Proſtitutions to his Face, which would have 
been a very dangerous Attempt, under a Jeſs mild 
Emperor than Marcus Aurelius, and in all likeli- 
hood the Comedy would bave had a tragical End. 
For an Actor, who repreſented a ſtupid Huſband, 
enquiring of his Slave what was the Name of 
his Wife's Gallant, the Slave named him three 
Times, and ſaid, it was Tullus; but the Huſband 
retending not to have heard him, repeating the 
ame Queſtion, he anſwered it was Tertullus, As 
this Paſlage is not capable of being tranſlated, I 
huſe to give you it in the original Latin. 


Cum ſtupidus nomen adulteri uxoris a Servo quæ- 
reret, & ille diceret ter, Tullus; & adbuc ſtupi- 
Its guæreret, reſpondit ille jam dixi ter, Tullus 
ucettur. | 


is Philoſophy, and all he could do, was to devour 
n ſecret his Shame and Vexation; ſo, affecting to 


e took fo little Pains to conceal them) he was put 
0a ſevere T rial. 1 
n 


© Jul. Capitolin. in Marc. Anton, 


Marcus Aurelius certainly ſtood in need of all 


now nothing of his Wife's Gallantries, (though + 
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In the mean Time, whether the rigid Maxiny 
of the Szorick Philoſophy, or the Rules of Policy, 
abſolutely required, that he ſhould pretend Igng- 
rance upon this Occaſion, he certainly contjnuel 
to give his Wife ſuch Tokens of his Love and Af. 
fection as ſhe was little worthy of, and having x 
Mind to juſtify his Inſenſiblity, in fo tender a Point, 
he undertook to impoſe upon Poſterity, in making pol 
believe that he had the belt Opinion in the Woll Ca 
of his Wife, and proteſting in his moral Reflect obo 
ons, * that he looked upon his having a Wife, it, | 


ſo good a Character, to be a particular Favour M ! 
the Gods. But unluckily this was a uſeleſs Preca eit 
tion, for the Reputation of the Empreſs au/tmnM:: , 
was not to be defended. Re 

Verus did not behave with more Diſcretion i ban 
Syria than Fauſtina did at Rome, and we ſhall ſz) | 
preſently, that his Conduct did not give his Coal! | 
legue leſs Trouble and Vexation. However, te h 
Roman Generals under him © managed ſo ſucceſ low 
fully, that they beat the Enemy. Verus cid no:nn 
fail to take to himſelf all the Merit of it, and when was 
the War was at an End, he appointed vid vo. 
Caſſius Governor of Syria, whoſe bad and ſuſpici Boe 
ous Behaviour, ſoon gave Ferus Reaſon to mii 
truſt him, and he wrote to Marcus Aurelius, to Ho d 
him know that in Caſſius they had a very dangero Las 
Enemy to fear. oss 

| Whether it was that Marcus Aurelius, by liftye 
philoſophical Maxims, thought himfelf 1ndepenyMhe 


dent of Fortune, and that the Decrees of Provifxere 
dence were inevitable, or that he imagined this Ad 
vertiſement of Verus, was only the ill grounde 
Suſpicions of a Perſon who thinks of nothing bu 


4 Marc. Aurel. Antonin. op. de Seip, Ci bea 
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eins rs Pleaſures, he anſwered his Collegue, that if the 
icy, Gods had ſo ordered it that Caſſius was to be Em- 
no- Nperor, it was not in the Power of Man to reverſe 


their Decrees; and that it was better to ſubmit with 
Patience than pretend to a Reſiſtance that would be 
ng ia vain. In this Way of reaſoning there might be 
oint, a good deal of Phil: ſophy, but very litile Truth or 
king Policy; and accordingly we ſhall ſoon ſee that when 
on Caſus openly revolted, Marcus Aurelius did not 
led ook upon it in that Light; and that his Submiſſion 
to the Gods was not fo blind and paſſive. 

In the mean Time Verus adorned his Brows 
with the Lauiels that others had won, and received 
it Rome the Honour of a Triumph which was the 
Reward of a Victory he had no Hand in, notwith- 
ſtanding all his Boaſting. He there continued his 
horrible Debaucheries, with which he had corrupted 
all the Towns in Syria; People had never ſeen any 
Thing like it, and when we come to read in the fol- 
lowing Chapter, the Actions of that Prince, it will 
zppear that no Injuſtice was done him when he 
was compared to Caligula, Nero, and Domitian, the 
worſt of Emperors. —His Incontinence reſpected no 
Body, for he lived in a criminal Familiarity with 
fouſtina his Mother in-Law, and was not aſhamed 
to defile the Bed of Marcus Aurelius, his Father in- 
Law and Benefactor, by a ſhameful Inceſt and odi- 
ous Ingratitude. This infamous Commerce be- 
tween Verus and Fauſtina cannot indeed be doubted, 
when it is conſidered that he was inveſted with So- 
ereign Authority, and incapable of ſetting any 
Bounds to his intamous Paſſions; the other had 
neither Shame nor Modeſty, ſo that they both burnt 
with the ſame Flame. It is ſaid that Yerus was ſo 
a from making a Myſtery of this Intrigue, that he 
Was very proud of it, and even could not forbear 


boaſting of it to his Wife. 
| Lucilla 
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Lucilla was ſtrangely ſurpriſed to find that her 
Mother was her Rival; for tho' ſhe well knew that 
Fauſtina lived a ſtrange Life, ſhe did not imagine 
that ſhe could poſſibly carry her Irregularities fo far 
as to have an Amour with her Son-in-Law. She 
was fo exaſperated that ſhe could not govern her 
Anger and Jealouſy; ſo that, forgetting the Reſpe 
ſhe owed to her Mother, ſhe approached her bitter- 
ly for ber ſcandalous Behaviour with Verus. There 
are ſome Crimes of ſuch a Nature that thoſe who 
are guilty of them cannot bear to be thought ſo, be 
they never ſo impudent; and a Woman muſt be ; 
Monſter if ſhe does not ſhew ſome little Signs of 
Baſhfulneſs when ſhe is reproached with her Crimes; 
ſo Fauſtina, as long as ſhe had been accuſtomed to 
Vice, had not the Aſſurance to ſupport her Daugh- 
ter's juſt Indignation, on the contrary was covered 
with Shame and Confuſion; ſhe conceived ſuch 
an implacable Hatred to Verus, that his Death was 
afterwards attributed to this Piece of Indiſcretion, 
and reckoned the Effects of Fauſtina's Revenge. 

If Marcus Aurelius was really acquainted with 
all theſe Things, it muſt be acknowledged that they 
afforded him as good Opportunities as he could de 
fire to exerciſe his Philoſophy, and that his being a. 
ble to endure it could be owing to notbing leſs than 
his being a downright.Stoick. He maintained hi 
Character, however, appeared always inſenſible d 
his Misfortune, and ſeemed not to perceive what all 
Rome ſaw plainly enough. T his over ſtrained Com- 
plaiſance (not to. ſay Stupidity) only ſerved to err 
courage the Empreſs in her vicious Habits, and im- 
bolden her to commit thoſe Abominations in which 

ſhe indulged herſelf at Cayerta in the Kingdom o 
Naples, (ſo called from Cajetta Aneas's Nurſe who 
died there.) Marcus Aurelius went thither upon 
ſome Occaſion, and Fauſtina accompained 20 
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proſtitutions as would ſcarce be believed, were it 
not ſo well atteſted, by the moſt credible Authors, as 
to leave no Room for Doubt. 


It was no longer to Senators and Knights only 


have been an inſupportable Reſtraint) it was now 
Men of the vileſt Condition, the moſt abje& and 
contemptible, that were Objects for her depraved In- 


tho {Wclinations ; for as ſhe was no longer curbed by any 


be Rules of Shame or Decency, ſhe kept no Sort of 
e Ueaſures, but ſet up, as it were, her Honour to 
of unt. She did not bluſh to be ſeen publickly in the 
es; Amphitheatres and on the Quays, cauſing great 
| to Numbers of Sailors and Gladiators to paſs quite 


oh- naked in Review befor her, and ſingling out ſuch as 
rel be liked beſt, 


uch 
was WR Tu guogue littoribus noſtris FEneia matrix 
ion, Eternam moriens famam Cajeita dediſti. 
VIRG. 7 ANEID. 
with 5 


the) She thus obliged the whole Empire to be Witneſs 
de · Nef her ſhameleſs Debaucheries, s for neither the Ob- 
g *: ſcenity of this Spectacle, nor any Reflection, or 
chan Motives of Shame or Decency, were of Force e- 
bis nough to ſtop the Fury of her unparallelled 


e o Impudence, or ſet Bounds to her Laſciviouſneſs. 


it al Never was there ſeen any Viciouſneſs that could be 
-om- ¶ compared to this. It was during theſe Debauches, 


er and in this Jumble of Amours that Fauſtina became 


im- with Child, and nothing but corrupt Fruit could be 
expected from a Pregnancy that was the Conſe- 
m of quence of ſuch ſcandalous Proceedings. The Em- 


th Capitolin. in Marc. Aurel. Victor. 3 Capitolin. 
u Marc. Anton. Aurel. Victor. 


There it was f that ſhe abandoned herſelf to ſuch 


that ſhe was ſo liberal of her Favours: (that would 


preſs's 
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perſs's Dream did not a little contribute to fortif 
the Suſpicions of every Body, and ſeemed to fore- 
tell the deviliſn Nature of the Infant ſhe was big 
with. She dreamed that ſhe was dclivered of twy 
Serpents, one of which was more venemous than 
the other; and this fatal Preſage was but too wel 
verified, to the great Misfortune of the Empire, 
Fauſtina was delivered of I wins, one of which 
was Commodus the Scourge of Mankind ; the other 
was Antoninus, who in all Probability would nat 
have deſerved a better Character if he had lived, 
Commadus's depraved Nature, the Miſchievoulneisg 
his Heart, his corrupt Inclinations, and his excee ing 
great Love of Shows and Gladiators, made Fecpl: 
believe (and with good Reaſon) that Marcus Ai. 
relius was not his Father, but much rather one d 
thoſe Gladiators that had partook of the Empreſs" 
Favours. I know that there are Authors who to 
palliate the Crimes of Fauſtina, or to ſave the Ho. 
nour of the Emperor, (about which, as well as her 


own, ſhe was ſo little ſolicitous) have invented af 


bulous Account of this Pregnancy of Pau/iin, 
They ſay that Fauſtina having ſeen a handſone 
Gladiator, became mightly ſmitten with him. This 
Paſſion threw her into a State of Melancholy which 
alarmed Marcus Aurelius. So good a Huſband 
could not poſhbly neglect to procure his Wife the 
Medicine that was proper to cure her; he aſked het 
then the Cauſe of her Illneſs, and was informed that 
it was occaſioned by her Love for this Gladiator, 
This Sort of Diſtemper diſconcerted a little the Phi- 
loſophical Phlegm of the Emperor, and becauſe the 
Remedy which he favs ſhe was deſirous of, intereſt 
ed alittle too much his Honour, he conſulted the 


 Chaldeans as to what was to be done, told them the 
Nature of her Indiſpoſition, and required that the 


ſhould employ their Art upon this Occaſion, * 
| | WI 
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tif viſe People were of Opinion that the Gladiator, who 
ore- Nad cauſed the Empreſs's Diſorder, ſhould have his 
be MWThroat cut, and that the Empreſs ſhould drink his 
Blood. Marcus Aurelius was obliged to conſent to 
his Preſcription, and*alſo to contribute his Part to 


wel be Cure ; for Part of the Ceremony was, that he 
pire, Whould go to Bed to the Empreſs after ſhe had drank 
bick he bloody Potion. Every Thing was done ac- 


ordingly, and with great Succeſs ; but becauſe the 
Imagination of Fauſtina had been warmed by her 
lea of the Gladiator, ſhe conceived Commodus, who 
y that Means had always the Inclinations of a Gla- 


ould be ſo ſcrupulous as to languiſh for Love of 
Gladiator, | #4 
It is wonderful that Marcus Aurelius, who was 


ing Wiator. Tc is true that the Hiſtorian who relates this, 
pe Ways it was only a Report that did not gain much 
Au-WMLredit; nor is it indeed very likely that Fauſtina 
e dl 


Ho o great an Admirer of Virtue, and who was well , 
bet Wccquainted with his Wife's Proftitutions, ſhould be 
a f. ble to diſſemble ſo long, and that he ſhould not re- 
ili ec that, by neglecting to puniſh ſuch horrible Diſ- 


ders, he made himſelf an Accomplice in them, and 


Theos liable to his Share of the Diſgrace. Beſides, 
iche could not doubt but all Rome was well acquainted | 
and Writh his Wife's ſcandalous Behaviour, for, amon 

: tie Wis Courtiers, there were ſoine who bad his Honour 
d het nd Intereſts ſo much at Heart as to take the Liber- 
| that Wy to reproach him with his impolitick Silence. 
1atol, 


hey repreſented to him the Infamy with Which 
auſtina diſhonoured his Family, and the Injury the 
id her Huſband and her Emperor; that ſuch Abo- 
mations demanded that ſhe ſhould be made an Ex- 
mple of; that, for to pretend Ignorance in this 

e, was authorizing her Proceedings; that ſo un- 
eaſonable a Clemency was a ſhameful Weakneſe, 
hat Fauſtina had juſtly forfeited a Life ſhe had ſul- 
Vol. II. 5, __ 
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lied with innumerable Adulteries, Proſtitutions and 
Debaucheries ; and in ſhort that if he could not pre- 
vail upon himſelf to put Antoninus's Daughter to 
Death, he ought at leaft to divorce her, ſince ſhe had 
not been aſhamed to diſhonour their Marriage by 
the moſt ſcandalous and moſt puniſhable J ran- 
greſſions. 5 | 

Marcus Aurelius heard all this with a great deal 
of Indifference, and anſwered coldly, that, if he muſt 
needs part with Fauſtina, he could not avoid reſtoring 
her Portion; meaning, that having received the Em- 
pire from the Liberality of Antoninus, who at the 
* ſame Time gave him his Daughter, he could not, 
conſiſtent with Juſtice and Gratitude, put her away 
without giving her the Empire which ſhe had pro- 
cured him. This Anſwer filenced them, for no 
Body after that, would give themſelves any Trou- 
ble about it; ſo that Fav/{;na being perſwaded that 
"the Emperor's great Reſpect for Antoninus would al- 
ways protect her againſt the Treatment ſhe deſerv- 
ed, went on in the fame Way and continued to live 
as {he had hitherto done: So true it is, that where 
there's no Fear of Puniſhment, there is Nothing to 
reftrain Vice. 

The Emperor Verus alſo continued the ſame 
Courſe of Debaucheries ; but the Rebellion of the 
Marcomans interrupted his infamous Pleaſures, for 
the Revolt of thoſe Barbarians was of ſuch Impot- 
tance as to alarm Rome, and Marcus Aurelius, with 
all his Philoſophy, was extremely perplexed. He 
omitted none of thoſe Pagan Superſtitions, that were 
practiſed in thoſe Days, in order to render the Gods 
propitious; but as it was to impotent Divinities that 
he addreſſed his Vows, he was obliged to prepare 
for h's Defence, and to expect that Succour, from 
Force and the Courage of his Legions, which his 
| facrilegious Offerings could not obtain on. * 
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nd Gods. — The Marcomans in the mean Time made 
re- horrible Ravages in the Provinces, and at the ſame 
to WTime the Plague raged at Rome, and daily ſwept 
ad Naray vaſt Numbers of People. Marcus Aurelius 
by ad all that was poſſible to put a ſtop to the terrible 
nl. Effects of this dreadful Calamity, and after having 
given the neceſſary Orders to regulate every Thing 
cal s well as he could, he ſet out with his Collegue at 
it Wl the Head of his Army for Aquilea. The Approach 
ing of the Emperors, who had made great Preparations 
m- Wl for this War, intimidated the Barbarians, and de- 
the WM ached from their Alliance ſome of the neighour- 
ot, ¶ ing Princes that the Rebels had drawn into their In- 
"ay Wl tcreſts, and at the fame Time the Quades, having 
ro- loſt their King, declared that they would have no 
no other but ſuch as the Emperors were pleaſed to give 
ou- chem. Verus, who was deprived of his Pleaſures 
by this Journey, and had not quitted Rome but with 
a great deal of Regret, longed mightily to return 
Ty. hither. © He repreſented to Marcus Aurelius that 
live WM the War being at an End, that there were no more 
cre WW Enemies to fight; and that ſuch a dangerous Sick- 
; 10 WWncls was got into the Army, as would ' ſoon cauſe! » 
them to periſh without Reſource, if they were not 
ſpeedily put into Quarters. Marcus Aurelins, who 
weighed and conſidered Things in a very different 


for Manner, was very cautious how he gave into his 
do- Collegue's Reaſens and Pretences, told him that it 
vith Wl was very probable this feint Submiſſion of the Bar- 
He WW barians was only an Artifice to get the Army diſ- 
vere I banded, in order to make ſure of their Work as 
008 WW foon as that was done. *erus, who could not avoid 
that baying a Deference to the Opinion of his Father in 
400 Law, was forced to give up the Point; but as ſoon. 
7 


3 they had had paſſed the Alps, Verus, who loved not 
the Fatigues of War, and the further he got from 
Rome the more he wiſhed to return thither, uſed-ſo 
os, Bs H 2 may 
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many Arguments with Marcus Aurelius, that at laſt 


he prevailed with him to ſuſpend the Operations, 
and go and conſult with the Senate about the pro- 
pereſt Meaſures to be purſued, 

It was in the Beginning of Winter that they ſet 
out again for Rome, and in the ſame Equipage, but 
being come between the Towns of Concordia and 
Altine, Verus was ſeized with an Apoplectick Fit 
which carried him off. 

Marcus Aurelius eontinued his Journey to Remy, 
where he cauſed to be prepared a ſuperb Funeral for 
his Collegue. He procured him the Honour of Im- 
mortality, and gave the moſt debauched Man that 
ever was, a Rank among the Gods. This over, he 
reſolved to reduce the Barbarians, and marched to- 
wards them with a formidable Army. That of the 
Rebels was not leſs ſo, being much more nume- 
rous; for beſides the Marcemans, there were great 


Bodies of Germans; Quade, and Vandals. To 


thoſe were joined the Sarmates and the Japigans, 
People accuſtomed to the Fatigues of War, uſed to 


all Sorts of Hardſhips, and as irreconcileable Ene- 


mies to the Ramans as the Marcomans themſelves, 
againſt whom Marcus Aurelius had aſſembled all his 
Forces, which indeed were much diminiſhed by the 
Plague. The Emperor's good Conduct, however, 


ſupply' d this Defect; ſo that he was victorious over 


the Barbarians. This aſtoniſhed: but did not dif- 
courage.them, for being puſhed on by their Deſpair, 
they exerted theiggwhole Strength, and reſolved to 
make a laſt Effort, And certainly it may be affirm- 
ed that never did the Reman Empire run fo. great 3 
Riſk: The Legions could not have eſcaped, if 
Heaven had not been molify'd by. the Supplications 


of the Chriſtians who. ſerved among the Troops of 


the Emperor, and had not in a Manner fought for 
3 9 t ? "4 1 4 ; 7-35 $505 18%) P 
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The Roman Army that was in the Territories of 
the Quades, being unfortunately encamped in a ve- 
ry diſadvatageous Situation, the Barbarians beſieged 
it. The Romans * were ſhut up by Mountains, 
Ditches and Defilees, and could not poſſibly diſen- 
gage themſelves without yielding at Diſcretion” to 
the Enemy, who reckoned upon deſtroying them 
without firiking a Stroke. Among the Romans 
there were a great Number of Soldiers wounded, 
and many that were infected with the Plague, which 
ſpread more and more, and made terrible Havock. 
The Mifery was ſtill much encreaſed with the ex- 
ceſive Heat, by which and the Want of Water, 
the Men and Horſes ſuffered extremely, fo that it 
looked as if all the Evils that could be imagined 
were united to ruin the Army. The Barbarians, 
who underwent none of theſe Inconveniencies, and 
who were well informed of the miſerable Condition 
the Romans were in, were ſure of a compleat Vic- 
tory, and that without loſing a Man; ſince the 
Romans, as they imagin'd, could not but be undone 
by being ſo hemm'd in, and took it for granted that 
this Variery of Miſeries would compel them to 

ſurrender. | = | 
Marcus Aurelius was never in ſo much Perplex- 
ty, and did not fail to implore the Protection of all 
the Tutelary Gods of Rome; but theſe Prayers 
were without Succeſs, as they were not addreſled 
to that Being who alone has Power to open or ſhut 
the Cataracts of Heaven. As this was the greateſt 
Danger the Troops had ever been in, the Emperor 
was prodigiouſly embarraſſed, but in the midſt of his. 
Perplexity, a Captain of the Prætorian Cohorts- 
came to put him in mind, that in the Army, there 
was one Legion entirely compoſed of Chriſtians,. 
By : who- 
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who did not perform their Devotion to the Roar 
Divinities; and that he ſaw no Reaſon why, in this 
Caſe of extreme Neceſſity, Application ſhould not 
be made to them to invoke the God of the Chriſii. 
ans, and ſupplicate from him that Help which they 
ſtood ſo much in need of, for that no Means ovght 
to be neglected. Marcus Aurelius immediately ſent 
tor the Officers of that Legion, and entreated them 
to beſeech the God whom they ſerved to deliver them 
out of the exceſſive Peril they were in. They did 
fo, and were heard; for the Almighty, willing to 
manifeſt his Power in Favour of thoſe who called 
upon his Name, afforded them the Aſſiſtance they 
ſo earneſtly prayed for. Scarce had they finiſhed 
their Devotions, when the Sky, which till then bal 
been very clear and ſerene, ſuddenly became dark, 
and ſoon after, the Romans had the unſpeakable 84 
tisfaction of ſeeing an abundant Shower of Rain fall 
in their Camp, which cooled the Air, and ſupplied 
them plentiſully with Water for the Soldiers and the 
Cattle, which were ready to expire with Thirſt ; and 
at the ſame Time there fell upon the Barbarians ſuch 
violent Hail, accompanied with dreadful Thunder 
and Lightning, that they were ſtruck with a Pannick 
and fled, abandoning their Camp and Baggage to the 
Plunder of the Romans, who purſued them and 
flaughter'd moſt of their Army. Marcus Aureliu 
acknowledged that this miraculous Delivery was 
owing to-the Prayers of the Chriſtians, honoured 
that Legion with the glorious Sirname of Fulmi- 
nante, and had a great Eſteem for the Chriſtians e- 
ver after. | | IVE] | 


I know that the Enemies of the Chriſtian Religi· 


gion, in order to weaken as much as they can the 
Truth of this Event, or attribute it to any other 
Cauſe than the above mentioned, give out that the 
Eſcape of the Romans was owing to the Enchant - 

mens 
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ments of the Magician Arnulphus ;* and ſome Plat- 


terers to maket heir Court to the Emperor publiſhed, 
that the Gods had ſhewn them this peculiar Favour in 
Regard to Marcus Aurelius's Piety. It is left to the 
Reader to examine the Authors and Hiſtorians that 
write of this Fact, where he will meet with Ar- 
guments enough to refute theſe idle Dreams. | 
This important Victory extremely added to Mar- 
cus Aurelius's Glory and Reputation, and made him 
a Terror to the Barbarians. The Legions pro- 
claimed him [mperatcr or Emperor, with loud Ac- 
clamations, which was a Title they were accuſtomed 
to give their Generals after the Gain of ſome nota- 
ble Battle; and in this Senſe had a different Meaning 
from what the Word uſually imports; but he would 
not accept of that Honour, though he had deſerved 
it ſo well, till after the Senate had confirmed it to 
him by a folemn Decree, which alſo gave him the 
Title of , Ger-autcus, They could not indeed do 
too much for an Emperor who merited every 
Thing, eſpecially conſidering how they had proſti- 
tuted the moſt honourable and pompous Titles to 
the baſeſt and moſt unworthy Tyrants. But if, on 
the one Hand, they juſtly heaped Honours upon 


Marcus Aurelius; ſo on the other, it muſt be owned 


that Fauſtina, to whom the Senate was alſo very 


liberal in that Reſpect, was not in the leaſt worthy 
of them. For whilſt the Emperor honoured the 
Throne by his Virtues, the Care he took to defend 
the Republick, and the many Victories that were 
due to his Conduct, Fauſtina gave herſelf up with- 
out Reſerve to her brutal Pleaſures, and became the 
Shame and Diſgrace of the Empire by her infamous 
Proſtitutions. The Senate, however, beſtowed 
upon her all the Honours they could invent, and 


decreed her the Superb Title of Mother of the Ar- 
mies. They likewiſe ſtruck a Medal of her with 
| H 4 | | this 


77. TLIN A, 
this Inſcription, (Dive Fauftine Aug. at. Ca- 
tror. conſecratio) when at the ſame Time ſhe db. 
ſerved the utmoſt Contempt inflead of Honours, — 
The Barbarians were in ſuch a Conſternation x 
their Loſs, that Murcus Aurelius would in all Likel. 
hood have entirely ſubdued them, and would hate 
reduced their Country to a Roman Province, if the 
News of the Revolt of Caſſius, who had cauſed 
himſelf to be proclaimed Emperor in Syria, had not 
obliged him to march againſt that Rebel, who, for: 
long Time paſt, had ardently deſired to mount the 
Throne, and who had his Sp'es at Rome. The Em- 
peror then perceived that Yerus's Suſpicions were 
not groundlefs, and that, in Caſſius, he had indeed; 
dangerous Rival. This Revolt made it neceſſary 
ſor him to make a Peace with the Germans upon at 
reaſonable Terms as could be had, ſo deferring to 
another Opportunity the more effectual humbling 
of thoſe People, he determined in the firſt Place, to 
taht Ca ſius. 5 
Avidius Caſſius was deſcended from the famou 
Family of that Name, who were very conſiderable 
during the Republick State of Rome, and were ex- 
tremely jealous of its Liberties. He inherited 
that Hatred which his Anceſtors had ſhew upon al 
Occaſions, againſt ſuch as aſſumed an exorbitant 
Power. In Caſſius was an odd Mixture of Virtues 
and Vices very oppoſite to each other. Sometimes 
ſevere and cruel, and at other Times humane, mild 
and polite. Sometimes he affected great Piety and 
Devotion towards the Gods, and ſoon after, ſhew- 
ed a through Contempt even for what was mot 
ſacred in Religion. On certain Days he wallowed 
in Wine, and carried his Debauchery to the greateſt 
Exceſs, and then again he would live in the other 
Extreme; ſo that this Jumble of good and bad 
Qualitics made him be compared to Catalina, and he 
| ; | Was 
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was rather pleaſed than otherwiſe when People gave 


him that Name. He was ſo exact an Obſerver of: 
the military Diſcipline, that it might rather be called 


Cruelty than Strictneſs, for he puniſhed the ſmalleſt: 


Crimes with the moſt rigorous Chaſtiſement. Mar- 

cus Aurelius, who looked upon him as a Man capa-- 
ble of doing good Service, and of keeping the 

Troops to their Duty, gave him very important 

Employments, in which he bad always acquitted 
bimſelf, well and to reward him for his good Beha— 
viour, made him Governor of all Syria, where af- 
ter he had taken all his Meaſures, he thought pro- 
per to rebel againſt his Emperor and Benef.ctor. 

[tis reported that he was excited thereto by Fauſti 
na, for that this Empreſs, m in whom the-Love of 
Pleaſure had dot extinguiſhed that of Power, ima- 
ginining that Marcus Aurelius, being frequently ſick, 
had not long to live; and being deſirous to look out: 
for ſome abſe Protector who might be a- Friend to 
her and her Children in Caſe of Accidents, and everr 
ſecure the Throne to herſelf, thought nothing could: 
more effectually do this than a. proper Alliance ;. 
and was perſwaded that, in the whole Empire, the 
could not pitch upon any body more capable of 
anſwering her Purpoſe than Caſſius, whoſe Exploig 
h:d procured him the higheſt Reputation. With 
this View it is ſaid ſhe wrote to bim to ſeize the 
Empire as ſoon as he ſhouid hear of the Emperor's 
Death, and promiſed to marry him. But it is net: 
at all probable that Fauſtina ever had any ſuch De- 
ſign; for beſides that in Reality, ſhe never gave a- 


ny Tokens of Ambition, (as her capital Vice lay 


another Wav) her Letters to Marcus Aurelius, 


wherein ſhe exhorts him never to pardon. Caſſius: 
nor his Accomplices, ſufficientiy clear her of that 


N 5 ; x Crime. 
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Crime. It is more likely that Caſſius, ſuffering him: 
felt to be hurry'd on by his fooliſh Hopes, and be- 


© Ing at the Head of a conſiderable Army, beloved by 


his Troops, much reſpected in Syria, and prompted 
by his Ambition, and the Sycophants that ſur: 
rounded him, gave out that Marcus Aurelius was 


dead. Whether he really believed it was ſo, or that 


by this falſe Report he was willing to engage the 
Army to chuſe themſelves a Maſter, it is certain 
that he flattered himſelf with being able to ſeize the 


"Empire. 


The News of this Revolt gave Marcus Aureliy 


all the Vexation that can be imagined. Caſſius) 


great Character, the high Eſteem he was in, as wal 
among the Troops as in the Provinces, and the A, 
fection the Army had for him rendered him very 
formidable. The Emperor at firſt, kept it very ſe- 
cret, but perceiving that his Men were already 


forming themſelves into Parties, he refolved to con- 


ceal it no longer; and having aſſembled the Legj- 
one, and told them that it was not ſo much bis De- 
fign to break out into Complaints and ſhew his Re- 
ſentment againſt his Enemies, as to expreſs his Grief 


at being engaged in a Civil War, and to find himſelf 
detrayed by a Man who had been always faithful to 


him hitherto, and whom he had never offended. 


% What Friendſhip, faid he ® can for the future, be 
% ſafe from Treaſon, or what Virtue ſecure! If 


< this Revolt was only againſt me I ſhould deſpiſe 


4 it, and ſcarce think it worth my while to trouble 
'< myfelf about it; but it is more againſt you than 
© me that he turns his Arms; he attacks the Re- 
% publick, and we cannot defend it without ſhed- 
ding the Blood of the Citizens. As for me, my 
„dar Companions, though I am expoſed t 
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ce gers in foreign Countries, remote from Rome and 
« my Familly, loaded with Years and Infirmities, I 
« ſhall neither ſpare my Pains nor Cares to make 
« Caſſius return to his Duty; it lies upon you to 
« do your Part. The Victory depends upon your 
« Behaviour. Let us conlider that our principal 
« Enemies being Cilicians, Fews, Syrians and E- 
« gyßptians, are effeminate Sort of People, over 
« whom we have been accuſtomed to triumph. 
© Fear not their Numbers, your Valour is worth 
«© much more than their Multitudes. Caſſius has 
« more Reputation than Merit; but if he were 
« a greater General than he is, what could the 
e boldelt Lion do at the Head of a Herd of Deer? 
&« Is it the Exploits he performed againſt the Par- 
&« thians that they boaſt ſo much of? And is it not 
eto your Courage that he owes them? Are we not 
more obliged to other Generals for them than to 
ee him? I am perſwaded that his Revolt is the Ef- 


« fect of his fooliſh Credulity, and that the Report 


of my Death, which was ſpread all over Hria, 
„ has engaged him in this raſh Enterprize, and 
conſequently my being now alive and in good 
Health muſt make him drop it, and defiſt from his 


ill judged Undertaking; but ſuppoſe he ſhould 


not have already given up all Hopes of Succeſs, 
it cannot be doubted but our Approach will dif- 
concert him, for he is well accquainted with your 
% Valour, and cannot but reſpe& my Dignity. If 
„ I have any Thing to be apprehenſive of, it is that 


he will probably fall a Victim to bis. Deſpair, and 


deſtroy himſelt rather than ſupport the Shame of 


„ his Defeat, or that ſome other will kill him to 


puniſh. his Audaciouſneſs. I defire nethes one 
nor the other: I ſhould. look upon it as. 2 very 
„great Misfortune, as I ſhould be thereby depriv* 

of che {weeteſt Fruit of the Victory, I mean the 
H 6 Pleaſure 


cc 


Pleaſure of th an Enemy, and ſhewiny 


« my Affection to a Man that has betrayed me, 


8 In thort it would rob me of an Opportunity cf 


' Proving that there yet ſubſiſts in ſome Men, the 
6 precious Remains of that ancient Generoſit 
which our Anceſtors were ſo remarkable for.” 
In the mean Time the Senate declared Caſſius an 


Enemy to the Publick, and confiſcated his Eſtate 


to the Benefit of the Emperor; but Marcus Aureli. 
us, who had no Sentiments but what were noble 
and diſintereſted, having refuſed it, it was applied to 


the Publick bas As to the Revolt it was al- 


moſt as ſoon extinguiſhed as begun. Caſſius was 
killed by a Centurion, who was zealous to deliver the 
Emperor from an Enemy that was by no Mean 
to be flighted, and whoſe violent and untimely 
Death, ferved as an inſtructive Leſſon to Rebels, to 


teach them what is generally the Conſequence of 
Ambition, and Power unjuſtly uſurped. 


Fauſtina was all this while at — employed in 


taking care of her Daughter the Princeſs Fadilla, 


who was ſick. Marcus Aurelius informed her of 


Caſſius's Rebellion, and deſired her to meet him, 
that they might. conſult together what meaſures 
were proper to be taken. Whether ſhe had nothing 


to fay to Caſſius's Crime, or whether her Intention 
was to cover her Perfidiouſneſs by an artificial Out- 


fide, and an Appearance of Indignation againſt the 
Author of this Conſpiracy, ſhe anſwered the Em- 


4 


peror that ſhe would come to him as ſoon as poſſi- 
ble, but that, in the mean Time, ſhe intreated him 


not to pardon one of the Rebels, ſince the Puniſh- 


ment of thoſe Miſcreants was the greateſt Mark of 


Kindneſs he could ſhew to their Children. You 


cannot but know, ſaid ſhe, that it is very falſe Po- 
« jiticks to pardon ſuch guilty People, for if they 


* do par bee. with the Chaſtiſement they ** ” 
„ ſerved, 
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, ſerved, they become more bold of Courſe. I 
be,. remember that Fauſtina my Mother repreſented - 
of MW to your Father Antoninus, when this very Caſſius 
the «© had attempted his Life, that he ought to have*a 
itn {Wl © greater Regard for his own Children than any 
e Body elſe, and that an Emperor who neglected 
an the Safety of his Wife and Children was deſtitute 
ate MW © of true Affection. Our Son Commodus (conti- 
l. © nued ſhe in her ſecond Letter) is yet very young, 
ble „ and Pompeian our Son in Law, is grown old, 
| to and they have no other Support but you. Tf you 
al. ſuffer Caſſius to live, you expoſe them to his Fu- 
was Wl ry and Reſentment. Take Care how you for- 
the give thoſe who have dared to commit ſo. heinous 
ans “ a Crime.” . 
ely Marcus Aurelius, whoſe Heart overflowed with 
to {Wl Goodneſs and Sweetneſsof Temper, could not prevail 
of Wl upon himſelf to be of this Opinion; for no ſooner 
had he heard of the Death of Caſſius, than he gave 
in {Wpublick Marks of Grief and Affliction. His Mode- 
lla, WF ration even went ſo far, as to put him upon interced- 
of Ning with the Senate in Behalf of the Rebels. T 
im, “ acknowledge your Kindneſs, (ſays he, in the An- 
res “ ſwer to his Wife's Letter) in taking ſo much 
ing “ Cre of me and my Children. I have read ſeve · 
ion “ ral Times the Letter you wrote me to Formza, 
t-“ in which you adviſe me to puniſh Caſſius's Ac- 
% compli-es, but 1 cannot bring myſelf to follow 
2 _ Council, which is fo oppolite to my Nature. 
* lam, on the contrary, determined to pardon his 
« Wife, Children, and Son in Law, as to Life; 


a 


— 


— 


iſn- “ and J willl entreat the Senate ſo to temperate the | 
of Rigour of the Law in their Favour, that they may 1 
ou neither be condemned to too cruel an Exile, nor | 
Po- otherwife ſaffer too ſevere a Puniſhment. No- | 
hey thing is ſo worthy of an Emperor as Clemeney. It 
"0 
| 


eis that Virtue that has placed Julius Czar among 
| * the 
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„the Gods, and has immortaliz'd the Memory af 
« Auguſtus, as well as that of your Father Antoninu, Ml * 
„ho was honour'd with the glorious Title of | 
% Gracious or Merciful. If, in this War, ny 

% Orders had been obey'd, Caffius would yet be alive, 

£ The Gods will grant me their Protection in Re- Ml " 
„% compence for my Moderation.— I intend Pon. Mt * 
„ peian our Son in Law for Conſul next Year,” y 
Nothing greater than this can be met with in U 
Heathen: His exceſſive Goodneſs appeared xt h 
more in the Letter he wrote to the Senate, entreat- F 
ing them not to ſhed the Blood of any Perſon 0 ſ 
Quality, and to recall thoſe that were baniſhed o, ® 
proſcrib CG. How unfortunate (faid he) am |, 1 
<< that it is not in my Power to recall from " 
„ Grave thoſe who have loſt their Lives by thi th 
LOS Rebellion, for I can never approve of an Empe- be 
„ ror's revenging his own private Injuries. Pa- 
don therefore, I beſeech you, Caſſius's Witt 7 
“ Children and Son in Law: But why do I in C 
& tercede for Perſons who have been guilty of 
c Fault | Let them live, and that without Fear ot 
or Apprehenſion; for I would have them fed 
that they live in the World during the Reign df. 


„Marcus Aurelius; let them quietly enjoy tie he 
« Inheritance of their Forefathers, and the Liberty Be 
& of acting and going as they think proper, that at 
4 where-ever they are, they may be living Inſtance Wl bis 
& of your Clemency and mine.” Up 

Such were the Sentiments of Marcus Aurelius F ' 


tranſmitted to us by his Letters, which have det 
preſerved, and which will ever be a Monument d 
the Nobleneſs of Soul and Generoſity of that exce 
lent Prince. He gave real and convincing Toke 
of it to the unfortunate Family of Caſſius, for I 
cauſed their Father's Effects to be reſtored to hi 


Is _ took under his Protection. Drua! 
tian 
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tianus his Son in Law, and Alexandria his Daugh- 
ter, whoſe Grief and Affliction for the deplorable 
End of her Father, he leſſened and mitigated by 
my heaping upon her all Manner of Benefits. 

= The Senate could do no other than extol  infi- 
Re. vitely the Clemency of the Emperor; Rome eccho'd 
n again with the hearty Acclamations and unfeigned 
» WL Praiſes that were ſo unanimouſly beſtowed upon 
* this beſt of Princes, and Marcus Aurelius, after 
et having regulated and put every Thing on the. beſt 
ea. Footing in the Town, ſet out for 4/za, in order to 
n off file by hs Breſence, all the Seeds of the War, 
qe end entiaely reduce to their Obedience, thoſe 
n Towns and Provinces that had followed the Party 
ce of Caſſius. Fauſtina accompanied her Huſband in 
p thi this Journey; but the fatal Period of her De- 
me baucheries, together with that of her Life, was 
pa. come. She died in a Village at the Foot of Mount 
Wife, Taurus which Marcus Aurelius erected into a 


of 
us, 
0 


In Colony, and called it Fau/tinople, after his Wife. 
of nd Some ſay ſhe was carried off by a ſudden Death, 
Fel others that ſhe died of the Gout, and there are not 
n fl wanting thoſe who affirm that ſhe deſtroyed herſelf, 
ion d to avoid the Shame ſhe muſt have undergone by 
,y tie her Confederacy with Caſſius being diſcovered. 
\;bert Be it as it will, Marcus Aurelius was inconſolable 
thut the Death of his Wife, and upon this Occaſion 
tance his Philoſophy abandoned him ; for giving himſelf 


up entirely to his Affliction, he wept as bitterly as 
if he had loſt the moſt virtuous Wife in the World. 
He pronounced himſelf her funerel Oration; caus'd 
all Sorts of Honours to be paid her, and requeſted 
excel te Senate to make her a Divinity. The Senate, 
Tokeuiong ſince accuſtomed to be very prodigal of Ho- 
for Mrours, and to fill Heaven with ſuch Sort of God- 
3 to Helles, granted Immortality to Fauſtina, and placed 
Drua'. | | ber 
tian .© Dio, in lib. 71. Capitol. in Marc. Antonin. 


ur elini; 
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ber among the Divinities, who by her infamous] 
Life had been the Diſgrace of human Nature. He fi 
further ordered, by a flattering Decree that ſavour- H 
ed much of Impiety, that Statues of Silver ſhouldfff ſh: 
be erected in the Temple of Venus. to the Honourlfl W 
of Fauſtina and Marcus Aurelius; that an Altar M 
+ ſhould be there raiſed, where all the Girls of Rome, no 
at their Marriage, ſhould be oblig'd to offer Sacriſſ mc 
fices, together with their Huſbands. That a golden Ct 
Statue of Fauſtina ſhould be erected in the Amphi-ſſſ nu 
theatre, in the very Spot where ſhe was us'd to fit 
at the Publick Shows, and that every Time the 
Emperor ſhould take his Place there, the Principallf 
Ladies of Rome ſhould range themſelves round the 
Statue of Fauſfina to do her Honour. Mara 
Aurelius, for his Part, indulg'd his Grief by all the 
Marks that he could poflibly give of his Love and 
Efteem for his Wife. He inſtituted Games whic 
he call'd Fauſtinians, and built a moſt magnificent 
Temple to Fauſtina, which afterwards was dedi 
. cated to Heliogabalus, as if it was its Fate to be al 
ways conſecrated to the moſt infamous Divinities. 
When the Emperor had ſettled every Thing i 
the Eaſt to his Satisfaction, he began his Journey to; 
towards Rome. He entered the Town in a Ti thy 
umpbal Manner, having his Son Commedus at big that 
Side, whom he created his Collegue in the Con] He 
ſulſbip. He entertained the People with the mollF ther 
curious and ſumptuous Shows, and provided, witli be a 
- admirable Judgment and Forefight, againſt thq; ha. 
Neceſſities of the State, caufing the Laws to be puff Cer 
in Force throughout the whole Empire. Suc 
tranſcendent Virtues made this Prince dear to all thi 
Farth, and brought in Vogue that faméus Sen 
tence of Plato, that thoſe Empires carſnot but bi 
happy that are governed by Philoſophers. 3 


— 
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zou The Throne being empty by the Death of Fau- 
Hef fina, the Princeſs Fabia, Siſter to Verus, had 
our- Hopes of filling up the Vacancy. With this View 
ouldſl ſhe put in Practice all thoſe Arts and Means that a 
nourſfh Woman knows how to make Uſe of when ſhe' has a 
Alta Mind to pleaſe. The ' moſt ſevere Philoſophy is 
ome] not always Proof againſt the Darts of Love: The 
acri-ſl moſt inſenſible Stoick may become trattable by the 
den Charms of a beautiful Woman, and a tender inſi- 
phi-· nuating Look frequently alters in a Moment the 
firmeſt Reſolutions, Fabia took all the neceſſary 
Steps P to make Marcus Aurelius comprehend 
ber Meaning, and arm'd her Looks and Glances 
with ſuch Fire as ſhe imagin'd could not fail of in- 
flaming the Emperor's Heart : but ſome domeſtick 
Reaſons counterpois'd this Lady's Pretenſions. 
Marcus Aurelius could not refolve to give his 
Children a Step-Mother, nor make a ſuitable Re- 
turn to her who wiſh'd to become ſo, and who 
(no doubt) figh'd more ardently for the Throne 
than his Affections. The Emperor therefore 
having taken for a Concubine the Daughter of one 
of his Intendants, he applied himſelf indefatigably 
to put every Thing in a good Condition, He was 
thus glorioufly employ'd, when he was inform'd 
chat the Barbarians were meditating a new Revolt. 
He reſolved to ſpare them no more, but to humble 
© them ſo effectually as that they ſhould never again 
be able to create freſh Troubles. In Effect, after 
J having declared War againſt them with the uſual 
Ceremonies, * | | 4 53308 


[7 


He 


? Capitolin. in Marc. Anton. | 1255 
* There was at Rome, in the Temple of Mars a Pillar, 
upon which was placed a Lance, which was preſerved 
trere with great Solemnity and Superſtition, When the 
-lperor was to declare War againſt any Nation, he 
| went 
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He left Rome accompanied by his Son Commodu 
4 whole tender Years he had a Mind to form 9 
\ Virtue, and with great Diligence marched towark 
the Enemy, over whom he ſoon after pain'd 
Victory which the Barbarians diſputed wit 
him from Morning till Night ; only, as it wer, 
to inhance his Glory, and manifeſt his conſummat: 
Valour and Experience. This Advantage nuf 
have been followed by the entire DeſtruQion « 
theſe united Nations, if Death had not ſtopt 
him ſhort in the Midſt of his glorious Career: Fu 
a few Days aſter this Battle, he was taken ill. Ht 
knew immediately that he was come to the li 
Period of his Life, and therefore aſſembled hi 
Friends in his Chamber, preſented to them hi 
Son, entreated them to be a Father to him, to in- 
ſtruct him, and to give him their Advice; made f 
moving a Diſcourſe that they all wept; and, after 
having given Commodus the wiſeſt and beſt Advice 
he died. Nothing could equal the Affliction of al 
the Orders of the Town, the Armies, the Pro- 
vinces, and the whole Empire: He was univerſally 
acknowledged to have been the beſt Prince that 
ever reigned. : ; 

This Death gave Room for an infinite Number 
of Suſpicions. Some attributed Marcus " Aurelius: 
Sickneſs to the Fatigues of the War. Dion aflure 
us that he knows for certain that the Phyſicians 
who were employ'd by Cammodus, haſtened his 
Death, at the Inſtigation of that unnatural and 


wicked Prince, who long'd to have the Reins off 


the 


went with great Ceremony into this Temple, and after 
having offer'd Sacrifices for the Proſperity of his Arms, 
he turn'd the Point of this fatal Lance towards the Peo. 


ple or Nation againſt whom the War was to be carried 


on ; and declared it by this Ceremony. 
Dio. Lib. 71. 


the C 
frm 1 
a dep! 
be a 
abſtal 
pute | 
Vex3 
{tion 
horri 


WIrE or Marcus AuRELIus. 163 


the Government in his own Hands. Others af” 
frm that the Emperor, _perceiving his Son to be © 
adepraved and corrupt Nature, his Life began to 
be a Burthen to him, ſo that he put an End to it by 
abſtaining from Nouriſhment. It is beyond Diſ- 
pute that Marcus Aurelius's greateſt Trouble and 
Vexation proceeded from Commodus's bad Diſpo- 
ſtions, who had already given evident Marks of 
horrible Cruelty and all forts of Vices, notwith- 
ſanding all the Pains his Father took to inſpire him 
with noble Sentiments, * and by committing the 
Care of his Education to none but fuch Preceptors 
as were moſt remarkable for Virtue and Abilities ; 
b but the Malignity of his Inclinations was more 
bb powerful than all the Emperor's Endeavours 
in. ¶ Whatever occaſioned the Death of Marcus Aure- 
e U lis, the whole Empire was in the greateſt Affliction 
iter imaginable, The exceſſive Honour that was paid 
ic to his Memory, the unfeigned Tears that were 
med at Rome, and the deep Mourning that every 
ro- Family put on were glorious Proofs of the high 
all _ People had for his rare and valuable Qua- 
tha lities, TH LT; . 
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WIFE OF 


LUCIUS VERUS 


| IRTUE and Merit are not hereditar: 
| From a mild and good Father, often proceti 
Children that are wicked and depraved; and the 
more the good Qualities of the Parent are remark 
able, ſo much the more does the Degeneracy d 
the Son appear in an odious Light. Vice is ſo in- 
terwoven into the Conſtitution of ſome People, 
that nothing can correct or alter it, ſo that one. oi 
ſees the beſt Education, Example and Inſtruction 
thrown away, when caſt into an ungrateful doll 
Marcus Aurelius, as we have ſeen, was a mok 
accompliſhed Prince; in him was to be admired 
a Collection of all the Virtues, Civil, Military 
and Politick ; but unfortunately his Children ha 
nothing of all this to boaſt of. His Son Commu 
. was one of the moft vicious Princes that ever lived; 
a heap of Tyranny, Cruelty and every Thing 
that was diabolical, In. Lucilla, eldeft Daughter oſ 
Marcus Aurelius, Ambition and Laſciviouſneſs were 
predominant Qualities: His other Children diſho- 
noured their high Birth and Dignity by the mol 
infamous Actions; and it was obſerved, that even 
r . - 3 
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many of them as died in their Childhood, had 


„ * that Children bring into the World with them, 


heir Lives, and which are brought to Maturity, as 
dccafions and Opportunities happen. 
Lucilla was born at Rome, in the firſt Year of 


er Birth > which filled the Town with Joy, alſo 
uniſhed the Emperor Antoninus with an Opportu- 


ortant Dignities. He gave him the tribunal and 


nentioned Emperor. 
Although Lucius Verus was the adopted Son of 


ot ſhew him the ſame Tokens of his Eſteem and 
Affection as to the other, for he never put any 
neat Value upon him: But Marcus Aurelius was 
o ſooner Emperor, than he not only created him 


y him under a yet- more ſenſible Obligation, he 
trnthed him to his Daughter Lucilla, though 


|, 
Ferus n Man, * a good Size, c 


as long and very fair, and he took ſo much Care 


f it, that he uſed to rub Gold- duſt into it, to 
hs 


dle. 5 ———— in Ver. 


— 


iſcovered'a ſtrong Propenſity to Vice. So true it 


he good or bad Seeds which illuſtrate or tarniſh 


he Marriage of Marcus Aurelius, with Fauſtina, 


ity of diſtributing bis Bounty to the People, and 
f bonouring bis Son in-Law with the moſt im- 


moconſulary Power, and raiſed him ſo high, that 
e left him nothing to wiſh for, but the Empire, 
hich be alſo inherited at the Death of the above- 


teninus, as well as Marcus Aurelius, yet he did 
ear, with the Title of Auguſt, but alſo his Part- 
er in the Sovereign Authority: and in order to 
bey were not married till two Years after in the 


ad a Countenance that beſpoke. Reſpect. His Hair 
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heighten the Colour . He had an Impediment in 
his Speech, and was very viciouſly inclined; much 
given to Gaming, Intriguing, and fo exceſſively to 
Wine, that we fhall preſently ſee to what a Pitch 
he carried all theſe Irregularities, eſpecially the lat- 
ter, in which he indulged himſelf to that Degree, 
that he was generally drunk, aud his Face was all 
over Pimples 4. 30 161 

He was at firſt very grateful to the Emperor 
Marcus Aurelius, for the extraordinary Favours he 
had received from him, and ſhewed it upon all  Oc- 
caſions by the great Deference and Reſpect he had 
for him; treating him more like a Superior or a 
Father, than his Collegue and Equal. And becauſe 
Marcus Aurelius's greateſt Delight conſiſted in the 
Study of Philoſophy, Verus, who, though he had 
. but very little Reliſh or Genius for the Sciences, 
by a politick Sort of Complaiſance, alſo affected 
to be a Philoſopher. But it is the moſt difficult 
Thing in the World to ſuſtain, for any conſidera- 
ble Time, a borrowed Character; for, ſome Time 
or other the Maſk will drop off and ſhew People 
in their proper Colours. Verus was ſoon weary of 
Counterfeiting, and becauſe Marcus Aurelius's grave 
and auſtere Manners, laid him ' under an irkſome 
and a diſagreeable Reſtraint, he longed for a fait 
Opportunity of quitting Rome, that he might be at 
Liberty to do as he pleaſed. .. l 

The Revolt of ſeveral barbarous Nations happen- 
ed very apropos. The. Partbians, whom Trajan 
had ſubdued, ſhook off the Yoke of Is” 

| 389 SHE] . an 


4 Spon. recherc. cur. d' Antiq. 
* Dicitur ſane tantam habuiſſe curam Flaventicm 


Capillorum, ut capiti auri rumenta reſpergeret quo ma- 
gis coma illuminata flaveſceret. Capitolin. 
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in od ſtired up all the People of the Eaſt, The 
ch Hades, a wild Sort of People that inhabited about 
to e- Caſſel, diſperſed themſelves all over Germa - 
ch Wy; and England, threatned an Inſurrection. Au- 
at- dius Victorinus was pitched upon to humble the 
ce, Normer, and Agricola the other; but it was thought 
al Neceſſary, that Verus ſhould go in Perſon againſt 
be Parthians, who were the moſt formidable, and 
hat Marcus Aurelius, ſhould ſtay at Rome, to take 


he Ware of the domeſtick Affairs, and the Education 
Yea his Family. - -; - {> | 
had Lucilla was then in the Bloom of Youth, being 


bout fourteen Years of Age, and Marcus Aurelius, 


r-f 

uſe Mook great Pains to cultivate her Mind, in order to 
the Muke her worthy of the high Rank to which ſhe 
had Was deſtined. She was beautiful; and Yerus ow- 


| her his Affection and Eſteem, as well on Ac- 


ces, 

Jed unt of her perſonal Merit, as in Gratitude for 
cult e Obligations he had to her Father. But the Diſ- 
era-Noportion of their Age, did not at all contribute 


o the Union of their Hearts, Lucilla being, as has 
een obſerved, extremely young, and Verus thirty 
wo Years old; and accordingly, it will appear, 


he never entertained any great Paſſion for her, 
o more than ſhe did for him. WITTE. 


OMe | | 
fair Marcus Aurelius, being well acquainted with Ve- 
e at Is vicious Inclinations, was very glad when he 


t out for Syria, and was in Hopes, that if he was 


pen · Inte at a Diſtance from the Pleaſures of Rome, he 
ajan fould not be ſo much expoſed to Temptations, 
nce, Ind that he might contract a Habit of Sobriety and 
and WW *mperance by the Fatigues of the War and Tra- 


fling; Verus, on the contrary, flattered himſelf 
lat being at Liberty, and having no Body to ſtand 
awe of, he might the more eaſily gratify his vo- 
ftuous Paſſions. He kept himſelf, however, up- 
the Reſerve at firſt, but as ſoen as he came into 
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the Country called the Pouille., he gave himſelf 
up intirely to Hunting and Gaming; he went from 
thence to Atheus, in a Veſſel magnificently adorn- 
ed and loaded with Muficians, who made the 
neighbouring Shores eccho with ſoft and effeminate 
Airs; and being arrived at Corinth, he left the 
Care of the War to his Generals, who were Of. 
ficers of Experience, and plunged himſelf into al 
Sorts of Luxury and Debauchery, taking no more 
Trouble about the Army, than if he had come 
thither only for Diverſion. By this Conduct, ſo 
injudicious and ſo little conformable to his Rank, 
he became the Jeſt and Scorn of the Syrians, ' wha 
deſpiſed a Prince that made his ſhameful Debauch- 
eries the whole Buſineſs of his Life ; - but when 
they found, that he proceeded fo far as to attempt 
the-Chaſtity of their Wives and Daughters, he be- 
came the Object of their Averſion. 

Marcus Aurelius heard all this, with ſo much 
Grief, that it was one of the Things that moſt 
exerciſed his Philoſophy. In the mean Time, in 
ſpight of Verus's Indolence, the Roman Arms were 
ſucceſsful. Fologeſes, King of the Parthians, was 
drove out of Armenia. Caſſius toook Teſiphon, and 
ruined the famous Palace of the Kings, which pa 
ſed for a wonderful Building; he alſo beſieged E- 


defſa in Miſopotamia. Babylon, Seleucia, and many 


other ſtrong Towns were taken, and all thoſe 
Provinces, which compoſed the Kingdom of the 
Parthians, were entirely brought under the Roman 
Yoke. | 3 FF f 
Verus was as much elevated with theſe Succeſſes, 
as if they had been owing to his own military La- 
bours. He ridiculouſly cauſed himſelf to be nam- 
ed Parthicus, and Armenicus, and arrogated to him: 
ſelf, with equal Pride and Injuftice, Titles, that 
ſhewed the Importance of thoſe Victor ies, . . 
237 Glory 
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Clory of which he uſurped, though the Merit be- 
onged to others. He gave Monarchs to ſuch Na- 
ons as were uſed to kingly Government, diſtri- 
buted the Provinces among the Senators of his 
de Ngeinue, and made Avidius Caſſius Governor of 
Syria, which was by much the moſt. important. 
be WY * This great Dignity only ſerved to excite his Am- 
con, and put him upon longing for ſomething 
; higher ſtill, He concealed it indeed, under a ſpe- 
cious ſhew- of his great Love of Liberty, and 
exchimed againſt Emperors, at the very Time, 
o Heben be was hatching the perfidious Deſign of 
ik, procuring the Soverign Authority, When Feruy 
mo Went him Orders, he received them with Contempt, 
ch. Nind executed them with Negligence; he never 
oraſed to blame the preſent Government, and to 
ſow every where, the Szeds of Sedition. Some» 
be. Wines he ſpoke of Verus's Debaucheries, with in- 
ſolent Raſhneſs, and at other Times, vented his 


— miſchie vous Raillery and Scoffing againſt Marcus Au- 
10 re, whom be called an old good for nothing Phi- 
un lopher. Verus, who thought he ſaw ſomething 
2 in the Conduct of Caſſius, that was very ſuſpici- 


Des, was convinced of it, when he heard of the 
2" Liderties he took. He was further informed, that 
F Caſſms was gathering Money by all the Means he 
F. Would think of, which. he imagined, proceeded 
** from his having ſome deep Deſign. He gave Mar- 
hole eus Aurelius notice of all this, and informed him, 
that Caſſius, who aimed at no leſs than abſolute 
Power, was ſo much the more to be feared, as 
mY he had the Secret. of inſinuating himſelf into the 
en WAtcctions of the Legions. | 

Marcus Aurelius, whoſe philoſophical Soul ſoap- 
ed far above the Ideas of other People, anſwered: his 
Collegue, that he had * Letter, in which 


„ he 


* ” 
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he perceived more of Uneafineſs and ill-groundel 
Suſpicions, than Greatneſs of Mind. F the Gods, 
faid be, © have getermined to raiſe Caſſius to ti 
Throne of the Empire, all Attempts to break through 
their Decree will be Labour in vain, for, according 
to the Maxim of your Grand-father, no Prince eur 
put his Succeſſor to Death: But if, on the contrayy, 
Caſſius is not authorized by Heaven, he will pull hi 
own Deſtructien upon bis Head, After all, there i; 
no treating as Criminal, a Perſon that ns Bi 
accuſes, and to whom no Fault is imputed, but, that 
of being beloved by the Soldiers. If we ſhould uſe 4 
Aan ill, that has always had a great deal of Meri, 
People would not fail to ſay, that be fell rather a V ictin 
to our Miſtruſis and Fealoufies, than that he was chiſ- 
tiſed for any Crime he was guilty of As for what 
regards my Children, (continued be,) I ſhould ſu 
them periſh with great Indifference, if they dejerved 
leſs to be beloved than Caſſius, and if his Life be of 
more Importance to the Empire, than the Off-ſprmng 
of Marcus Aurelius. 

Theſe are great Sentiments, but it muſt be con- 
felled they are not altogether ſo conſiſtent with 
ſound Judgment and Policy, as one could wilh. 
Caſſius had in his Youth given evident Marks of 
an extreme Ambition; ſo that he was not ſo little 
dangerous as to be contemptible. Verus, however, 
thought he had done all that was incumbent on 
him to do, in acquainting his Father-in-Law with 

what was going on, ſo without giving himſelf any 
further Trouble, he followed his infamous Plex 
ſures as uſual. His Palace was turned into an abo- 
minable Seraglio, filled with Women of the worlt 
Characters, with whom he paſſed his Time in the 


moſt diſſolute Maner, and, not ſatisfied with * 
e 


e Vulcatius Gallican. 
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e alſo kept a great Number of young Boys, whom 
e brutally abuſed. He paſſed the Winters at 
adicea f, and the Summers at Antioch, leaving, 
very were, ſhameful Marks of his ſcandalous 
)ehaveheries, and was taken up intirely as well 
Day as by Night) in Gaming, Dancing and 
luttony, with the baſeſt and moſt abandoned 
Vretches, whom he maile the Confidents of all 
s Secrets, and truſted with the moſt important 
fairs. | | 
Prrus's unworthy Conduct, was the greateſt” 
fiction imaginable to Marcus Aurelius, and he 
cluded, that the moſt likely Way to put a Stop, 
at leaſt, to reſt rain it in ſome Meaſure, was to 
nd the Princeſs Lucilla into the Eaſt, in order to 
u being married to him; he communicated his 
ſeſign to the Senate, and after conſulting them, 
declared, that he would himſelf accompany his 
huphter into Syria. Lucilla was in the Prime of 
fe, being about ſeventeen Years of Age. She 
well enongh acquainted with Verus's Charac- 
„ and conſequen ly, did not leave her Father's 
alace to be conducted into ſo remote a Country, 
thout great Regret; nor can it be wondered at, 
it ſhe was very loth to become the Wife of fo 
ſolute and debauched a Prince: But Marcus Au- 
ms was of Opinion, that this Marriage would 
t his Affections, and that the Princeſs's Preſence 


with und not but be a Curb to his violent and irregular: | 
* Mons. He ſet out therefore from Nome, and 


ved at Brundufium; but finding that his Enemies 

d induſtriouſly reported that under Pretence of 

Ing with the Princeſs into Syria, his real Deſign 

to deprive his Collegue of the Honour of hav- 

g terminated the War, he was therefore reſolved 
ee Es ot, este 
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to ſhew the Innocence and Uprightneſs of his In. 1 
tentions, fo returned back to Nome, leaving his 


Daughter to proceed in her Journey, under the "i 
Care of his Sitter Cornrficia and Pompetanus, Uncle M1 
to Verus, He give upon this Occaſion, a remark Vers 
able Inſtance of his Humility and Diſlike to Sat 


and Splendor, for being told, that the Province be fl 
having Notice of his Journey, and making great Pe nd 
Parations to receive him and his Daughter, with th 
Magnificence that was due to them, he cauſed Le 
ters to be wrote to the Governors and Pro- conſuh Hon 
that they ſhould not permit the People to meet the 


. 4 ; 
Princeſs, or ſhew her any ſort of Honour; not bs 
being ignorant that theſe extraordinary Expence ou! 
were to be defraved by the Provinces, though the requ 


Pro- conſuls would not fail to claim all the Merit, a ¶ gen 
receive the Reward of them. 

In the mean time, the News of the Emper 
and his Daughter being on the Road was fov 
ſpread over Syria, This made FVerus extreme 
uneaſy, for he was not at all pleaſed, that bis Fa 
ther-in-Law ſhould be a Witneſs to his Behaviour 
and much leſs did he deſire a Wife, to be a per 
tual Obſtacle to the Gratification of his depraved 
— but, above all, he dreaded, that Mar 
cus Aurelius would be thoroughly informed of hi 
ſupine Indolence and Inapplication to Buſineb 
He was reſolved to parry the Stroke, by going a 
far as Epheſus to meet him, under pretence of {ay 
ing him the Trouble of ſo long and ſo fatiguing 
Journey; and there it was, that he received th. 
Princeſs Lucilla, and heard with great Joy, thi 
Marcus Aurelius was gone back to Brundujum 
He there married the Princeſs, and conducted be 
with him into Syria, where ſhe led a very uncom 
fortable Life; for Yerus, continuing his Debaud 
etries, and deſpiſing the young Empreſs, gave 1 
: 


WIFE or Lucius VERS. 173 


{if up more and more to his ſhameful and infa- 
mous Pleafures. Marcus Aurelius was informed 
o it, and finding that even his Daughter's Pre- 
ſence was incapable of making any Alteration in 
ſerus's Conduct; he recalled him on pretence, 
that the War being finiſhed, it was but juft, that 
he ſhould return to reap the Fruit of his Labours, 
ind receive the Honour of a Triumph, Which the 
ſenate had decreed him. 

Virus would gladly have been exempt from this 
Honour, for Glory was not his predominant Paſ- 
fon, A Prince that is plunged in Debaucheries, is 
very little ſolicitous about his Reputetion; but he 
could not poſſibly refuſe what his Father-in-Law 
requeſted of him, nor ſhew a Contempt for the 
Reward with which'the Senate had thought proper 
o recompence his Victories, (to which for all 
that, he knew he had not at all contributed) he 
{tt out then for Rome, and carried his Princeſs with. 
tim. Lucilla was as much rejoiced at leaving Sy- 
ria, as her Hufband was forry; for, as he never 
looked upon her in any other Light than as a Spy 
upon his Actions, ſo he had never ſhewn any Re- 
gard or Affection for her. She was in hopes, that 
Verus would be aſhamed to take ſuch Liberties, 
and indulge himſelf in his infamous Pleaſures, fo 
much at Rome as he did in the Eaſt. But bad Ha- 
bits are not ſo eafily got over: Verus was the 
lame in all Places, or rather worſe, if poſſible, 
lince his Return from Syria; for it was his con- 
tant Practice to drink all Night, and towards 
Morning, to run about the Streets in Diſguiſe, 
committing all thoſe Follies, that had made Nera 
the Execretion of Rome, except his Cruelty, 
tle cauſed an Apartment s to be fitted up in hi 
T%: * | Palace. 


s Capitolin, in Ver, 
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Palace, which was called the Emperor's Tarver 
were he uſcd to aſſemble his Companions in De 
baucherery, and which was the Scene of his Abo 
minations. He never left the Table, but in ord 
to gratify his more ſhameful Appetites, which h 
did without reſpecting the ſacred Laws of Natur 
Not even being aſhamed of living with his Sifte 
Fa'ia, and Fauſtina his Mother-in-Law, in a hor 
Tible and inceſtuous Familiarity. 

Lucilla had long been acquainted with the inf 
mous Commerce he carried on with Fabia; hi 
exceſſi ve Complaiſance for her, and the abſoluie 
Power, that ſhe had over her Brother, ſufficiently 
evinced their criminal Intercourſe: Lucilla wa 
jealous of it, and continued ſo till her Huſband" 
Death. Marcus Aurelius perceived then, that h 
changing Climates, one does not change their Na 
ture, for in recalling Verus out of Syria, he but 
furniſhed. him with freſh Objects of Debaucher, 
and ſo, was a melacholy Witneſs to thoſe ſcan- 
dalous Irregularities, which before he had only 
heard of at a diſtance. Verus now became a hee 
vy Burthen to the good Emperor, for the infamous 
Life he led, added to his bad Treatment of the 
Princeſs Lucilla, grieved him beyond Meaſure; 
and the more, for that he kept it to himſclf, and 
made no Complaints. 

To this Vexation was added, that of the Mar. 
comans* revolting, who being determined to ſhake 
off the Roman Yoke, declared War againſt tie 
Empire. Marcus Aurelius was much alarmed, aud 
aſſembled the Senate to conſult what Meaſures 
were proper to be taken in this Juncture, and al. 
ter making all the neceſſary Preparations, it ws 
reſolved, that the two Emperors ſhould condud 
the Armv in Perſon. This Deſign was the Effect 


of Marcus Aurelius's judicious Prudence, for * 
; 6 


quity. 


— 
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the one Hand he was apprehenſive, that if Yerus 
ſhould remain at Rome, he would do a great deal 
of Miſchief by bis Debaucheries, and on the other 
hand he was afraid, that if he was ſent ſingly a- 
zainſt the Barbarians, he would precipitate the Em- 
pire into ſome dreadful Misfortune, or would a- 
bandon the Army to purſue his Pleaſures. They 
ſet out then tog<ther, but with very different Sen- 
iments, for Verus was very unwilling to quit Rome, 
on Account of his abominable Pleaſures, for which 
Reaſon, they had no ſooner paſſed the Alps, than 
he prevailed upon his Father-in-Law, to return 
back, for the Reaſons we have already mentioned. 
As they were upon the Road near Altino, Verus 
was ſuddenly attacked with an apoplectick Fit. He 
was immediately taken out of his Chariot and let 
Blood. They carried him to Altino, were he 
lived three Days, but in a State of Inſenſibility, 
and di ed little regretted, but by his Partners in Ini- 


No Innocence can be Proof againſt Slander. 
There were People malicious enough to caſt the 
bam? of Yerusgs D-ath upon Marcus Aurelius, 
whom they accuſed of having poiſoned his Collegue 
at an Entertainment, and to have got him let Blood 
at Altino, when it was contrary to his Diſorder, 


with a Deſign to haſten his Death. Others will 


needs have it, that Fau/lina was guilty of that 
Crime, by giving him poiſoned Oyſters to eat, in 
Revenge for his having indiſcreetly communicated 
their Amour to Lucilla ; and laſtly, there are not 
wanting thoſe who lay it upon Lucilla herlelf, 
and alledge, that ſhe was moved thereto by her 
Jealouſy, on Account of his Intrigue with Fabia, 
whom ſhe hated, and looked upon to be the moſt 
dangerous of her Rivals, being a Perſon who had 

I 4 no 
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no Sort of Regard for her Reputation, and cry. 
pled at nothing that could advance her Credit and 
Authority. | 

It was very probable, that Lucilla was eaſi 
comforted for the Loſs of her Huſband, whoſe 
Contempt of her, together with his ſcandalous 
Debaucheries, had given her a large Share of Ver 
ation. Reaſons of State and paternal Authority, 
hid induced her to conſent to the Match, and not 
that there was ever any mutual Inclination or Af- 
fection between them; beſides that the Princes 
was ſo young, and Verus had lived fo little at Roms, 
that they had ſcarce an Opportunity of knowing 
each other, much leſs of contracting any Intima- 
ey. But the Princeſs did not long enjoy her Liber. 
ty, for ſcarce was Verus dead, when her Father 
2 another Match for her, which was by no 
Means agreeable to Lucilla; not that ſhe had any 


SBort of Diſlike to Marriage in general (for a Fa- 


ther that provides a Huſband for his Daughter, 5 
always very favourably attended to) but, it was 
Marcus Aurelius's Choice of the Perſon, that ſhe 
could not prevail upon herſelf to approve of, It 
was not conſiſtent with this Emperor's Way of 
thinking, to proceed in thoſe Matters, according to 
the Rules and Maxims of Policy: He did not re- 
quire that his Son-in-Law ſhould have either No- 
bility or Riches, but thought it ſufficient if he had 
Virtue and Moderation, and imagined he had met 
with one of this Character in Pompeian. He was 
originally of Antioch, a Senator, whoſe Reputati- 
on recommended him more than his Birth; of a 

ofound Wiſdom and grave Maturity. This laſt 

gree of Merit, Lucilla could willingly have diſ- 
penſed with, nor was ſhe at all backward in giving 
ber Father evident Proofs of her Averſion yy ” 

Ateh. 


my .es Se 


n 
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Match. The Empreſs Fauſtina was d alfo much 
againſt it, and offered many Reaſons to ſupport 
her Opinion. She did not think him in any fort 
her Equal, in point of Birth and Fortune; but, 
that was not the Motive of the Princeſs's Reluc- 
tancy; ſhe did not ſee in Pompeian, that Youth and 
Vivacity, that was ſo agreeable to her; ſhe could 
have made a large Abatement of that exceſſive 
Wiſdom and Virtue, provided he had been young- 
er and of a more gallant Diſpoſition. Verus's hav- 
ing been too great a Lover of Pleaſure, was no 
Reaſon why ſhe ſhou'd deſire a Huſband who was 
too old to have any Relith for it, and ſuch a one 
ſhe took Pompetan to be, who being in the decline 
of Life, had always a compoſed and ſerious Coun- 
tenance, ſuitable to the Auſterity of his Profeſſion. 
The Reſiſtance of the Empreſſes was not however 
of Force enough to make the Emperor alter his Reſo- 
lution : He inſiſted abſolutely upon this Match, and 
Lucilla was obliged to undergo all the Uneaſineſs 
and Vexation, that is naturally the Conſequence 
of a forced Obedience. Pompeian became the Prin- 
ceſs Lucilla's Huſband. He had a Son whom he 
named after himſelf, and as Dion informs us, a 
Daughter called Lucilla. FX 


* 


This illuſtrious Alliance, procured him the Re- 


ſpect of all Rome, who before had the greateſt 
Opinion of his Merit; and though he could not 
boaſt of that bigh Dignity that Verus had, yet he 
was very much eſteemed, and the Honour that was 
due to him as Son-in-Law to the Empezor was 


paid him by every Body. The Princefs his Wiſe, 


loſt nothing of her Priyiteges and Precedence, that 
ſhe had always enjoyed as ' Empreſs. She ſtill 
maintained in the Amphitheatre and all publick 

| E 4 | Aſſemblies, 
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Aſſemblies, the Rank that ſhe had held in Yer; 
Time, for that Prince's Death i did not deprive 
her of any of thoſe Advantages; She was yet dil. 
tinguiſned by all thoſe pompous Ornaments, that 
were annexed to her Dignity, and it would have 
been well if ſhe had alſo obſerved the Decency that 
belonged to it; but though ſhe was very tenacious 
of her own Rights and Prerogatives, ſhe forgot 
that there was a Duty due from her to her Huf- 
band. As ſhe did not marry Pompeian, but in 
Compliance to her Father's Will, ſhe did not 
think it incumbent on her to. be faithful to a Huſ- 
band to whom ſhe had never given her Heart, ſo 
fhe diſhonoured her Marriage by ſhameful Profti- 
tutions. Unhappy Fate of ill matched Nuptials! 
Where an abſolute Authority, which cannot unite 
Hearts and Affections, obiges a very young Wo- 
man to accept of a Man in Years; ſhe is ſure to 
revenge upen the Huſband, whom ſhe betrays, 
the forced Submiſſion ſhe was compelled to 
by a tyrannical Parent, who inſiſted upon being 
_ obeyed. | 

Lucilla, being of a ſprightly Conſtitution, and 
then about twenty-four Years of Age, could not 
be reconciled to the grave and ſerious Behaviour of 
Pompeian, and therefore endeavoured to find out 
in other Objects, that Life and Vivacity that was 
ſo ſuitable to her own Humour *. Quadratus (of 
a very noble Family in Rome) was the Perſon in 
whom ſhe met with all ſhe defired. He was a 
charming Youth, full of Fire, Spirit and Gallan- 
try, and very rich ; which exceedingly contributed 
to the Gratification of his amorous Inclinations. 
Quadratus ſoon perceived, that he was not indif- 
ferent to Lucilla, with whom he became paſſionate- 


ly 
i Herodian. Lib. te D Herodian, Lib. 1. 
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rus h in Love, and by his Aſſiduity about the Princeſs, 
rive ¶ gave Occaſion for ſuch Diſcourſe and Cenſure, as 
dil. W was not at all to her Advantage; but ſoon after 
that Wl the Intrigue was carried on with ſo little Air of 
nave Wl Myttery, that it was no Secret at all; and this 
that MW Crime was an Intreduction to more ſcandalous 


ious W Proceedings; for, finding in Commodus her Bro- 
reot Wl ther, a Heart as corrupt as her own, ſhe made no 
uf. Scruple ! to live with him in a ſhocking and un- 
t in natural Familiarity. By theſe inceſtuous Favours, 


not ſhe preſerved that Pre-eminence of Rank, which her 
Tuſ- Brother indulged her in after the Death of Marcus 

lo Aurelius, and it was at the Expence of her Honour, 
ſti- that ſhe purchaſed thoſe vain Diſtinctions which 
als! ſhe enjoyed with ſo much Pride and Affectation. 


lite But as of all Honours none are ſo precarious, as 
Jo- thoſe which are procured by Guilt, ſo Lucilla had 
to ſoon the Mortification of being forced to yield up 
78, to another the Rank ſhe had held with ſo much 
to Pomp and Ceremony. 
ng Criſpina, C:mmodus's Wife, not being able to 
endure that Lucilla ſhould claim a Right to that Pre- 
nd cedence, which ſhe pretended was due to herſelf, re- 
10t ſolved to aſſume, upon all Occaſions, the Rank 
of which belonged to her as Empreſs. This divided 
ut the Court into Parties, but Commodus had no ſoon- 
ſas er declared his Opinion, than it was followed and 
of agreed to by all the World, according to Cuſtom ; 
In ſo the Homage that was uſed to be paid to Lucilla, 
a was now given to Criſpina, and Lucilla herſelf was 
u obliged in Decency, to pay her Court to her Siſter- 
d in-Law, notwithſtanding. her Pride. It is a very 


. difficult Taſk to thoſe haughty Spirits who have 
been accuſtomed to ſee all the World acknow- 
i ledging their Superiority, to be forced to give 

| 6 1 up 
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up their darling Point, and follow thoſe with 
Reſpect and Submiſſion whom they uſed to pre- 
cede: It is not without great Regret and Vex- 
ation when they are * to bend beneath the 
inſupportable Yoke of Dependence; for People ne- 
ver ſubmit with a good Grace, when they do it 
by Compulſion. Lucilla then could not, without 
the utmoſt Rage and Jealouſy, bear to ſee Criſpina 
fill up the Place which was her's before, and aſſume 
that Superiority over her, which ſhe herſelf had 
made the reigning Empreſs feel the Weight of be- 
fore her Exaltation. She looked upon herſelf to 
be quite eclipſed by Criſpina; that ſhe was de- 
ſpiſed when her Siſter-in-Law was reſpected, and 
that the Pretenſions of Cemmodus's Wife was 2 
an Attack upon thoſe of Y:rus's Widow. This cot 
ocaſioned an implacable Hatred and Jealouſy be- Ti 
tween the two Princeſſes; and Lucilla, who was m 
not a Perſon to keep it ſhut up in her Breaſt, re- co 
ſolved, that the Emperor, who permitted this Diſ- fre 
tinction ſo much to her Prejudice, ſhould be the no 
Object of her Indignation. She therefore deter- fo! 


mined to dethrone him, and place ſome other in his R 
ſtead, who, by partaking the Empire with her, to 
might re-inftate her in her former Glory and Splen- V 
dor. She was the more exaſperated againſt her fl 
Brother, for that, in order to engage him in her ir 


Intereſts, ſhe had not fcrupled to proſtitute herſelf t 
to him by a ſhameful and deteſtable Inceſt, which t 
was known to all the World. At firſt ſhe made 
many Reflections which ſtruggled with this dan- 
gerous Reſolution, but her Paſſion ſoon removed 
all the Obſtac les that her Reaſon ſuggeſted, ſo, after 
having hardened her Conſcience, ſhe thought of 
nothing but how to execute her Intention, and find 
but a proper Perſpn to be her Accomplice 8 the 

ume. 
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Crime. Pompeian her Huſband, did not ſeem fit 
to conduct ſuch an Affair, nor dared ſhe run the 

Riſk of truſting him with a Secret of that Natureg 

beſides he had a Friendſhip for Commodus, and was 

not in her Opinion, capable of entering into fo 

black a Treaſon. Quadratus was therefore the 

Man ſhe pttched upon to be the Inftrument of her 

Revenge and the Executor of her Scheme, 

Lucilla took a favourable Opportunity to com- 
municate this Buſineſs to him, and prepare him for 
it, There are certain Moments when complaiſant 
Lovers can refuſe nothing to the Objects of their 
Paſſion, and a ſkilful cunning Woman knows how 
to make the moſt of them. The Princeſs, know-- 
ing how much ſhe was adored by her Gallant, 
communicated to him her Affliction, and at the ſame 
Time, put on the moſt melancoly Aſpect to 
make him the more ſenſible of her Grief; ſhe 
complained bitterly of the Affront ſne had received 
from Criſpina ®, who in robbing her of the Ho- 
nours that no Body had ever diſputed with her be- 
fore, degraded her from the Rank that was her 
Right, as Daughter to one Emperor, and Widow 
to another; and becaufe every Thing that a fine 
Woman and a Miſtreſs aſſerts, when ſhe is in Af- 
fiction, proceeds from her Mouth, with ſuch an 
inſinuating and irrefiſtable Air as goes to the Bot- 
tom of the Heart, Lucilla found no great Difficul- 
ty in prevailing upon Quadratus to ſubſeribe to 
whatever (he had a Mind. They therefore reſolv- 
ed to maſſacre Commodus, who had preferred his 
Wife's Intereſts to thoſe of his Siſter. But as the 
Undertaking was dangerous, Quadratus thought it 
expedient and ſafeſt to engage ſome others in it. 
The Secret then was communicated to Quintian, a 


m Herodian. Lib. 1. c. 19. 
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bold enterpriſing young Man, and many other 
Perſons of Diſtinction. Quintian undertook to give 
the mortal Stroke, and Quadratus, who was rich, 
was to be very liberal of his Money, and ſcatter it 
plentifully among the People, who they ſuppoſed 
would be ſo taken up with gathering it, as not to 
think of revenging a Murder, that procured then 
fo great an Advantage n. | 
Quintian had Courage enough, but he had not 
Conduct in Proportion; for as the Emperor was to 
go through a dark Paſſage in his Way to the Am— 
phitheare, in which the Aſſaſſin ſtood ready to 
perform his bloody Work, Quintian contented 
himſelf with only ſhewing him the Poniard, and 
ſaying in a menacing Tone, ſez here what the Se- 
nate ſends thee *. This Imprudence, „ and thoſe 
bluſtering Threats, only ſerved to diſcover the 
Conſpiracy, and to bring upon Quintian the Pu- 
niſnment he juſtly deſerved for his Treaſon and 
Stupidity: The Emperor's Guards fell upon 
him immediately, and diſpatched him in a Mo— 
ment. 

Lucilla was all this while in terrible Apprehen- 
fions about the Succeſs of this perilous Attempt, 
but was ready to die with Fear, when ſhe was told 
that the Emperor had eſcaped unhurt. Commodus 
cauſed this Affair to be thoroughly ſifted, which 
occaſioned Abundance of Executions. OPuagratus 
was one of the firſt that was ſacrificed to the Em- 
peror's Fury, becauſe he was found to be moſt 
guilty, and Lucilla was condemned to a rigorous 
Baniſhment, to the Iſland of Caprea, which yet 

| | 3 1 | | Was 


- a Herodian. Lib. 2. » Lamprid, in Com. He 
rodian.: Lib. 1 Dio. L ib. 72. 


®* Hunc tibi Pugionem Senatus matit. 
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her Crimes, nor did ſhe come off ſo cheap; for 
Commodus, who was reſolved to give full Scope to 
his Revenge, ordered her to be put to Deathz and 
to ſay the Truth, ſhe had merited no leſs. This 
haughty and laſcivious Princeſs thus pulled her De- 
ſtruction upon her own Head, who, in order to gra- 
tify her unlimited Pride, and procure herſelf thoſe 
vain and empty Honours ſhe was ſo fond of, came 
to a tragical and untimely End. 
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was in no ſort proportionable to the Enormity of 
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CRISPINA, 
Wie of Commopus. 
MARTI A 


Concubine of ComMmopus. 


T is very difficult to correct the Defects and thc 
Imperfections that are woven into our Conſti- Ml 


tutions, and become Part of our very Being; nor en 
does it often happen that the moſt careful Educati- fa 
on and moſt powerful Examples of Virtue, operate ha 
ſo ſtrongly as to alter Nature. That which is born 0 
with us may be moderated, but ſeldom conquered; 


for generally it falls out, that whatever Seeds Na- 8 
ture has ſown in our Minds, ſuch will be the Fruit h 
they produce. 


No body could take more Pains to inſtru a Son, Ml * 
and give him noble and virtuous Sentiments than 
Marcus Aurelius. His whole Converſation tended 
to inſpire him with Mildneſs, Humanity, and all 
thoſe good Qualities which he himſelf poſſeſſed in ſo 
eminent a Degree. To which was added the ſkil- 
fulleſt Maſters, which he choſe out of all that were 
remarkable for Learning, Probity and good Mo- 


2 rals, 
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fals, in the whole Empire. All theſe Precautionss 
Cares and Precepts were however in vain; for the 
depraved Nature of Commodus was ſuch, that no In- 
ſtruction could work upon it, nor was it in the Pow- 
er of any Thing to reform his vicious Inclinations. 
The Malignity of his Heart ſhewed itſelf from his 
very Cradle, and he was but twelve Years old when 
he gave an Inſtance of ſuch Barbarity as one would 
not imagine ſo tender an Age was capable of: Be- 
ing at Centumcelles (now called Civita Vecchia) and 
having a mind to bathe hmſelf, he cauſed the Per- 
ſon who had the care of the Bath, to be thrown 
into a Furnace, becauſe the Bath was ſomething too 
warm. He was prodigioully paſſionate, impetuous 
and violent; all which appeared in evrey Feature of 
his Face. He had Hery Eyes, a wild and furious 


Look, ' caſting here and there ſuch horrible Glances 


25 ſeemed to threaten with ſudden Deſtruction, 
thoſe to whom they were directed. He was not ill 
made in his Perfon ; his Shape was well proportt- 
oned, a maſculine Countenance, ;good Complexion, 
fair curled Hair; but notwithſtanding all which, he 
had the Air of a wicked, corrupt Man: His Con- 


verſation was filthy and obſcene, without Chain or 


Connection, like that of a drunken Man: His Man- 
ners were low, baſe, contemptible, altogether un- 


worthy of a Man of his Birth and Rank, employing 


himſelf in nothing but jumping, whiſtling, and act- 
ing more like a Buffoon than an Emperor; profan- 
ing his Palace with horrible Debaucheries, and 
turning his Apartment into a Scene of Proſtituti- 
on and Infamy, where, with his execrable Compa - 
nions of the ſame Stamp, he plunged himſelf into the 
molt ſhameful Exceſſes of Drunkenneſs and Impu- 

rity; 


* Lamprid. in Comm. Spon. recher. cur d'Antiq: 
rodian. 
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rity ; too prodigal to care what Expence he was at, 
and too much corrupted to have the leaſt Regard to 
Decency. This was the melancholy Prelude to 
the abominable Life of Commodus, Son of the wil. 
eft and beſt of all the Roman Emperors. 

The Sort of People he was ſurrounded with, 
continually encouraged him in his vicious Practices, 
nor could he endure any about him but ſuch as flat- 
tered his Paſſions. Marcus Aurelius, having once a m 
mind to baniſh from the Palace, certain Officers of 
who had Employments in the young Prince's G 
Houſhold, and who, inſtead of infuſing into him * 
Notions of Virtue and Honour, gave him very per- ® 
nicious Leſſons. Cimmodus was ſo afflicted at it E 
that he fell fick, and the Emperor carried his Com- 8 
plaiſance and Indulgence fo far as to recall thoſe un- Y 
worthy and perfidious Wretches, who did not. fail it 
to perfect the Work they had begun. b 
Marcus Aurelius was thoroughly informed of al 
theſe Irregularitites, and therefore reſolved to carry 
the Prince with him into Scythia, where the rebelli- 
ous Marcomans had committed new Hoſtilities; and, 
in order to curb the Impetuoſity of his Paſſions, 
be thought proper to marry him betimes; ſooner 
indeed than he would have done, if the Motions of 
thoſe Barbarians had not laid him under a Neceſſity 
of diſpatching that Affair as ſoon as he could, that 
he' might be at Leifure to make Preparations for the 
War, or if the Prince had been more diſcreet; ſo 
this Marriage was celebrated with a good deal of 
Precipitation. The Emperor knowing that his Pre- 
ſence was abſolutely neceſſary in Scythia, did not 
take much Time to heſitate about the Choice of the 
Lady, but immediately pitched upon Criſpina. 
She was one of the handſomeſt Perſons in Rome, * 
Daughter 
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Daughter of the Senator Brutius Præſens, whoſe 
Merit had been ſeveral Times rewarded with the 
Conſulſhip; but ſhe had not her Father's good Qua- 
ities. She was of an amorous Complexion, and 
ſo ſuſceptible of Love, that, whatever Gravity and 
Reſervedneſs the high Rank ſhe was now raiſed to 
required of her, her Conſtitution got the better of 
her Reaſon ; ſhe diſhonoured her Dignity by the 
moſt ſcandalous Libertiniſm, which was the Cauſe 
of her Ruin, and of the untimely Death with which 
Commodus aſterwards puniſhed her infamous Beha- 
viour. It is very likely that when the Emperor 
married her to Commodus, ſhe was innocent, or at 
leaſt had been circumſpect enough to conceal her 
Gallantries. But we ſhall ſee that her becoming a 
Wife was ſo far from fixing her Inclinations, that 
it only ſerved to furniſh her with Opportunities of 
gratifying her unfortunate Appetites. | 
After the Celebration of theſe Nuptials, the Em- 
peror and his Son ſet out for Scythia. Some Hiſto- 
rians ſay, the new Empreſs accompanied them: Be 
it as it may, Marcus Aurelius, who had reſolved to 
extirpate thoſe barbarous People, was ſeized in the 
midſt of his Victories with a Diſtemper that ſoon 
laid him in his Grave; and it was, with a great 
deal of Reaſon, generally believed that his perfidious 
Son was the Author of it, and that the Phyſicians, 
who had the care of him, purchaſed the Favour of 
Commodus at the Expence of his Father's Life. 
In the mean Time the Princeſs Luci/la enjoyed at 
Rome all thoſe Honours that had always been pay'd 
to the Empreſſes, and although her ſecond Huſband 
© was a Perſon of inferior Dignity to FVerus her firſt, 
the Emperor her Father deprived her of none of 
thoſe Rights and Prerogatives which were due to 
| „ 


© Heriodan, lib. 1.1 
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"the Emperor's Wives, and ſhe took care to aſſume 


with great Pride and Haughtineſs, the moſt pom- 
pous Diſtinctions. Criſpina looked upon the Pre- 
tenſions of Lucilla, as an Attack upon her Privi- 
. Teges : She imagined that the Precedence belonged 
rather to the reigning Empreſs than to the Widow 
of an Emperor, and eſpecially ſince ſhe was mar- 
ry'd again to a private Senator; ſo as ſhe had not 
leſs Vanity than her Siſter-in-Law, ſhe every 
where wal place, and inſiſted upon it as her indiſ- 
putable- Right. Lucilla was fo enraged at this, that 
the was reſolved to have Commodus her Brother aſ- 
ſaſſinated, and to raiſe in his Room ſome other Per- 
ſon to the Throne, who lying under Obligation to 
her for ic, would re. eſtabliſh her in all the Splendour 
of that Rank ſhe had hitherto enjoyed, and which 
Was tiow taken from her. We have already ſeen 
hat was the Iflue of this Conſpiracy : it juſt ſerved 
to furniſh Commodus with a fair Pretence of exerciſ- 
ing his Cruelty ; for the Aſſaſſin, who had under- 
taken to give Commodus the fatal Stroke, only 
threatened him and ſhewed him a Dagger telling him 
that it was a Préſent the Senate made him: The 
Emperor had him feized, and he ſuffered that Death 
Which he fo well deſerved. + 
Commodus could never forget the Words of 
Quintian, who intended to have murthered him: 
They made ſo deep an Impreſſion in his Mind, 
that * he ever after looked upon the Senate as 2 
Body of Men compoſed of his greateſt Enemies, 
whom he ought to get rid of by all Means. This 
was the Beginning of that implacble Hatred he con- 
ceived againſt them, and which cauſed the ſhedding 
of an Inundation of Blood and Tears in Rome. He 


put to death the moſt illuſtrious of the Senators, 


| eſpecially 
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eſpecially all thoſe that had been Friends to Marcus 
Aurelius. Paternus, Colonel of his Guards, whom 
he accuſed of having a Defign againſt his Life, 
Cardinus and Maximus, Who had ſerved extraordi- 
nary well in all his Father's Wars, were ſome of the 
firſt that were ſacrificed to his Rage. Servius Ju- 
lianus, who commanded one of his Armies, alſo fell 
a Victim to his Jealouſy. 5 
If he was dreaded on Account of his Cruelty, he 
was not leſs deteſted for his Incontinency, which 
he carried to ſuch a Pitch as to debauch all his Siſ- 
ters, and to have a crimina] Commerce with his 
other neareſt Relations. It was his Cuſtom to ex- 
poſe in his Preſence, his Concubines to the Brutali- 
ty of as many as pleaſed, and one of his Miſtreſſes 
whom he loved moſt, he called his Wife, though 
ſhe leaſt'of all deſerved his Affection, on account. 
of her numerous. Amours and Intrigues. 
There was no Sort of Abominations that he did 
not indulge himſelf in to that Degree that nothing 
had ever been ſeen like it. 1 
Criſpina was a Witneſs to all theſe horrible Pro- 
xeedings, but ſhe would have been in the wrong to 
complain, fince the Life ſhe led was not much bet- 
ter. This Empreſs, being hurried on by her ſtrong 
Paſſions and the Impetuoſity of her Conſtitution, 
was not intimidated by the bloody Executions her, 


| Huſband ordered every Day, but being encouraged”. 


by his Example, greedily ſought after Opportuni- 
ties of gratifying her inordinate Appetites, and lived' 
in a moſt” infamous and ſcandalous Manner. She. 
was, by her Proſtitutions, thoroughly revenged of 
him for his Contempt of her, and whilſt he was 
diſhonouring the Empire by his. Exceſſes and De- 
baucheries, ſhe was diſgracing both him and the 
| | Throne 
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Throne by her ſhameful and impudent Conducd. 
But as theſe Repriſals are often attended with bad 


Conſequences, fo a Woman ought not to expect to 


go on thus unpuniſhed with ſuch a Huſband as Com- 
modus, Criſp;nua ſoon found the Truth of this by 
ſad Experience, for, happening to be once ſurpriſed 


with one of her Gallants, Commodus was ſo ſenſible. 


of the Diſhonour and Aﬀront, that he baniſhed her 

to the Iſland of Caprea, which Place has already 

been deſcribed in the firſt Volume, in the Notes on 
ulia. 

The Empreſs Lucilla had alſo been exiled to the 
fame Place, ſo that the two Princeſſes, who had 
been ſo hotly engaged in Diſputes about Rank and 
Precedence, met there. Some ſay, that a Confor- 
mity of Misfortunes united them in a ſtrict Friend- 
ſhip: It is however certain, that they were both put 
to Death in that Iſland; for ations” 5 who had al- 


ways in his Mind Quintian's Attempt upon his Life, 


and knew that his Siſter was the Cauſe of it, never 
could forgive thoſe two unfortunate Princefles th 
Crimes they had been guilty of f. | 


This Execution was followed by a great many 


others. Rufus and Capiton (Perſons that had been 
Conſuls) Vitraſia Fauſtina his own near Relation, 
Craſſus, Proconſul of Aſia, and an infinite .Num- 
ber of great Men, illuſtrious by their Nobility and 
Merit, loſt their Lives by Qrder of this Tyrant; 
and if Sextus Son of Maximus, ſo remarkable for 
the Vivacity of bis Wit and Learning, eſcaped his 
Fury, it was owing to an Artifice he made uſe of 


| f Dio. lib. 72. 
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to deceive thoſe who were to have ſacrific'd him to 
the Emperor's Barbarity. * | 


* Sextus, who was in Syria, being informed that his Fa- 


ther had been put to Death, and not doubting but he ſhould _ 


be ſerved the ſame Way, had recourſe to a Stratagem to 
prevent his falling into the Hands of the Inſtruments of 
Commodus's Cruelty, who filled all Syria with their Murders. 
He drank a great Qyantity of Blood, and then mounting 
on Horſeback, he ſpurred him on purpoſe to make him 
rear, ſo contriving to fall gently, he pretended that the 
Horſe had thrown him, and cauſed himſelf to'be carry'd 
into the Houſe by his Servants, where he made as. if he 
were almoſt dead, vomiting the Blood he had ſwallowed 
as if it had been occaſioned by his Fall. The Report 
of this Accident was ſoon ſpread Abroad, and came to 
the Ears of the Emperor's Agents, whu were even told 
that he was dead. They had no Room to doubt of it, 
when Sextus carry'd the Trick ſo far as to cauſe a Ram 
to be put into a Coffin, and to be burnt with all the uſual 
Ceremonies, as if it were his Body. In the mean Time, 
he began to grow very weary of being ſhut up in his 
Houſe, ſo ventured out of his Priſon, wandering from one 
Town to another in Diſguiſe, and altered his Voice for 
fear of being diſcovered. He was known, however, 
notwithſtanding all theſe Precautions, and Orders were 


given from Court to arreſt him, Several were executed 


only for happening to be like him, and their Heads 
were ſent to Rome. Others, who were accuſed of hav- 
ing protected this condemned Perſon, had their Eſtates 


confiſcated, and many of them were put to Death, though 


they had never known or ſeen him; ſo that no body was 
certain whether the real Sextus was dead or alive. Afﬀ- 
ter the Death of Commodus, there ſtarted up a Perſon who 
called himlelf Sextus the Son of Maximus, who demand- 
ed his Father's Dignities and Inheritance. He was in- 
terrogated, and anſwered very pertinently - to every 
Queſtion, even about Family Affairs, which was next to 


impoſſible for a Stranger to be acquainted with. Pertinax, - 


who knew that the true Sextus underſtood Greek — 
; well, 
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Perennis, Favourite of Commodus, perſwaded him 
to theſe Cruelties; who having acquired an' abſolute 
Power over the Emperor, could influence him as he 
pleaſed; ſo, whoever he had a Pique againſt, he had 
nothing to do but to invent ſome Lie to make Cen- 
modus jealous of him. By this Method he eaſily got 
rid of all thoſe whom he thought might be any 
way prejudicial to his Intereſts. This infamous 
Wretch directed all the Affairs of the Empire as he 
thought proper, and apply'd to his own Uſe th; 
forfeited Eſtates of all thoſe whom he had cauſed to 
periſh by his diabolical Slanders; thus heaping up 
immenſe Riches with a Deſign to diſtribute them a- 
mong the Soldiers, as ſoon as a fair Opportunity 
ſhould offer of raiſing himſelf to the Throne. He 
cauſed the moſt important Military Employments to 
be given to his Son, and attributed to his. Valour and 
Capacity, whatever Exploits were. performed, or 
Victories obtained, by the Courage and Experience 
of the Generals; and at laſt carry'd his Impudence 
and Boldneſs to ſuch a Pitch, as to diſmiſs from their 
Employments the braveſt Officers belonging to the 
Army in England, that he might fill up their Poſts 
with ſuch People as he could depend upon. 

All theſe Things (together with the Informations 
the Emperor received from ſeveral Parts that Peren- 
nis aſpired to the Throne) began to rouſe Commedus 
from his Lethargy ; but what put the finiſhing 
Stroke to the Ruin of this inſolent Miniſter, was the 
Arrival of fifteen hundred Soldiers from the Roman 
Army in England, who ſaid they came to defend 
the Emperor againſt the Treaſons that were hatch» 
ing by his Favourite, who was underhand endea- 

* 74 vouring 
well; which he had learn'd in Syria, ſpoke to him in that 
Language; but the Impoſtor, not being able to compre- 


hend what the Emperor ſaid, was ſhamefully baniſhed 


from Rome. 
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| WW rowring to raiſe his Son to the Throne. Cleander, 
e for whom the Emperor had a very great Regard, 
e was the Author of this Report; and knew fo well 
d now to irritate Commodus againſt Perennis, that the 


iniquitous Fayourite was. immediately. maſſacred by 
Order of the Emperor; who was no ſooner deli- 
7 Wl vered from the moſt ſhameful Dependance with 


which Perennis had enflaved him, than, he fell into 


e another as bad, from Cleander. 

0 This Man, 'who had been the Sport of Fortune, 
o vas a Native of Phyrgia, and was conducted to 
up Bl Rome amongſt other vile and common Slaves. Ab. 
4. er an infinite Number of Adventures “ he found 
7. out the Secret of inſinuating himſelf into the Dm 


peror's Family, where he managed ſo well by his 
Arts and Intrigues, that he became Chief of thoſe 
whoſe Office it was to lye in the Emperor's 


or Wl chamber; then Colonel of the Prætorian Guards, 
nce BY and at laſt, ſo powerful and in ſo high a Degree of 
nee Favour with Commodus, that he marry-d to him De- 
heir noſtratia one of his Concubines, and veſted him 
» with an abſolute Authority. 

ON It happened to Cleander juſt as it frequently hap- 
„bens to thoſe whom Fortune draws from a State of 
zom Obſcurity. He became inſolent, proud, ungrateful, 
end made no other uſe of his exceſſiye Power than 
ad to pave himſelf a Way to a greater. Maſter as 
* was of all the Fortunes of the Romans, he made and 


never been done till then, and which no Emperor 
erer ventured to do fince. (Severus, who afterwards 
it upon the Throne, was one of theſe Conſuls.) 
tle fold all Employments Civil and Military, and 
niſed to the Rank of Senators the molt abje& of 
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unmade Conſuls at his Pleaſure, having created no 
10 0 leis than five and twenty in one Year, which had 
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Mankind, provided they had but Money enough to 
Purchaſe it: And, in order to ſtop the Mouths of 
thoſe whoſe Zeal for the Emperor's Service might 
have induced them to find fault with him, he cauſe 
Byrrhus, à the Emperor's Brother-in-Law, to be put 
to Death, by accuſing him of aſpiring to the Throne, 
at the very Time when he himſelf was taking al 
the Meafures he could think of to procure that (u 
preme Dignity. a 

Thus did Commodus betray himſelf by his Indo- 
lence, and by ſuffering his Favourites to exer- 
Ciſe an unlimited Power; whilſt he, entirely taken 
wp with his irregular Paſſions, thought of nothing 
but how to gratify them. He paſſed whole Day 


in fighting and killing wild Beaſts in the Amphi. 


wear a Lion's Skin. 


theatre; and, as if this Butchery illuſtrated h 


Fame as much as the greateſt military Exploit 


would have e he caus'd himſelf to be name 
the Roman Hercules, affecting to carry a Club, and 
He converted his Palace in 


to an infamous Seraglio, where he maintained thret 


hundred Women and as many Boys, who wer 


the miſerable. Victims of his monſtrous Laſcivi.ul 
| neſs. He was ſo fooliſh as to give his Name to th 
© Town of Rome, calling it the Colony of Commedu 
and Martia was accuſed of having put him upo 
this, ridiculous Piece of Extravagance, for, of all hi 


"all thoſe 
1 are 0 


Concubines, none had ſo much Power over hit 


as ſhe 3 
ertia was extremely beautiful, very witty a 
. cuing, capable of the greateſt Cabinet Tntrigue 


She had the Secret of inſinuating herſelf into 
N Graces of Commodus, by her Complaiſance an 


artful Careſſes that Women of ber Ci 
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great Succeſs where they have a mind to pleaſe; ſo 
that if ſhe was not declared Empreſs, ſhe may be 
faid to have had at leaſt the ſame Honours and Au- 
thority as if ſhe were. She had i a great Eſteem for 
the Chriſtians, tho? ſhe could not prevail upon her- 
ſelf to imitate the Sanity of their Lives, but 
eſpoud'd their Intereſts upon all Occaſions, and pro- 
cured them * many Favours; from whence it pro- 
ceeded that the Church enjoyed Peace and Tran- 
quillity during Commodus's Reign, tho' at the ſame 
Time nothing was to be ſeen at Rome, and in the 


fects of his Crueky. This favourite Miſtreſs had 
ſuch an Influence over the Emperor, that he could 
refuſe her nothing. | > 
He was not aſhamed to carry his Complaiſance 
ſo far as to quit his Name, and cauſe himſelf to be 
called Amazonian, to do honour to the Picture of 
Martia, where ſhe was repreſented in an Amazonian 
Dreſs, which this artful Woman affected to wear, 
being what became her beſt, But what was the 
greateſt Inſtance of this Emperor's Weakneſs, and 
of his being bewitched with the Charms of Martin, 
was his going publickly to the Amphitheatre in the 
Habit of an Amazon, in order to ſhew his Miſtreſs 
how much ! he was delighted when ſhe obliged him 
ſo far as to appear in that graceful Equipage. This 
baſe and unworthy Behaviour furniſhed ample 
Matter of Laughter and Ridicule to the Romans, 
when they beheld their Emperor in the Circus, 
dreſſed like a Woman, and degrading his Dignity 


But what will not inordinate Paſſions bring 
people to! | „ 
KZ: Thus 


” Ed 4 * 3 
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| Herodian. Bb. 72. Xiphil, in Com. & 
an. 182, ! Lamprid. : 


Provinces, but Slaughter and Blood, the terrible Ef- 
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Thus Commodus abandoned the Affairs of the Em. 
Þire, and troubled himfelf with nothing but his Foo 
leries, whilſt Cleander, inſolemly abuling the ſtupig 
Confidence which the Emperor placed in him, was 
labouring to eſtabliſh his own Authority, by uſing 
all the Means he could think of to make himſelf 
popular, without reflecting that the Method hd took 
was only haſtening his own Ruin. In Effect, the 
Town being afflicted with the Plague to ſuch a De- 
-gree, as to ſweep off two thouſand People a Day, 
and at the ſame time a dreadful Famine, Clean 
heaped-up vaſt Magazines of Corn, with a Deſign in * 
to diſtribute it among the People, and fo purchaſeMl iti 
their Favour and Protection by this politick and (elf MW hin 
intereſted Bounty; but Papyrius, SupcerintendantMl we 
of the Proviſions, having penetrated Cleander's In- ble 
-tention, made him the Dupe of his own Artifices; 0 
for his having alſo. gathered Magazines of Com, I bau 
made it ſo dear, that the Effects of the Famine be- En 
gan to be worſe than the Plague. Papyrius, who inte 
bated Cleander, and ſeeing the People ready to mu. Con 
tiny, accuſed the Favourite of being the Occaſioi i C 
of this Scatcity, and of baving ambitious . Deſigns Ml Co, 
The People were the more exaſperated. againſt him gte. 
becauſe, juſt at that time, a Woman followed b Lf 
a great Number of Children, made great Lament iea] 
tion, and cry'd out bitterly againſt Cleander. Tbeſq era 
ſeditious Exclamations ſo animated the Peopl mot 
againſt him, and ſo convinced them of his being th dar 
Author of all their Sufferings, that in a tumultuouY the 
Manner they went directly to Commodus, who wa lon: 
without the Low purſuing his Diverſions, ani rin 
.. demanded that he ſhould give up Cleander to them witt 
* Cleander having notice of this Affair, ſent, immedi} C 
ately a Detachment of the Guard-, againſt the Muſ the 
tineers, and killed a great many of, them. Tho 
C eſcape ran into the Town, and =_y 
„ Dea 
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m- ¶ Dread and Confuſion along with them; the People 
o- ok up Arms, and Nome became the Theatre 
pia of the moſt terrible Civil War. 
waß . Commodus, in the mean time, being plunged in 
ſing bis ſenſual and infamous Pleaſures, knew nothing 
aelfM of this Sedition, nor did any body care to inform 
ook him of it, for Fear of incuring the Indignation of 
the Ml Clander, who made the Emperor do juſt what he 
De- pleaſed ; but the Princeſs Fadilla, whoſe Birth and 
Yay, Rank put her above any Fears of that Nature, went 
nder o her Brother, and throwing herſelf at his Feet all 
fon in Tears, repreſented to him the melancholy Con- 
aſe dition Rome was in, and the imminent Danger he 

(elf WM himſelf was in from the Fury of the People, who 
daniſi were beceme ripe. for any Miſchief, by the In- 

In- blence and Tyranny of Cleander; and diſcovered 
ices; to him the perfidious and ambitious Deſigns of that 
haughty: Courtien, who aimed at nothing leſs than the 
Empire: This Information of the Princeſs was too 
mtereſting not to make a great Impreſſion upon 
Commodus; but what determined him to ſacrifice 
Cleander to the Clamours of the People, was the 
Complaims of his dear Martia, who, pretending 
great Fear and Apprehenſion for the Empetor's 
Life, m repreſented the Danger much greater than it 
really was, and ſaid every Thing that could poſſibly 
cxaſperate him againſt Cleander; and as nothing is 
more apt to perſuade than the Infinuations of a 
darling Miſtreſs, Commedus condemned to Death 
the unfortunate Favourite, whoſe Fall drew alſo a- 
long with ic that of many others, for it then became 
criminal to. have had any Friendſhip or Intimacy 
Cleander's ambitious Views, mightily SHereaſed 
the Miſtruſt the Emperor had entertained: 
if 2 


m. Dio. lib. 72. 
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Senate ever ſince the Conſpiracy of Lucilla; fo 
imagining that he ought not for the future to 
Confidence in any body, he involved in his Suſpici 
ons and Reſentments, People of the higheſt Rank 
and Quality; and nothing but their DeftruQion 
could ſatisfy him. Papyrius, who had contributed 
to the Ruin of Clęander, Julian Governor of Rony, 
who the Emperor uſed to call Father, Julius Alu. 
ander, a brave and experienced General, Maternia- 
nus Sura, and an infinite Number of great Men, 
were the Victims of his Fury. 
. - Theſe bloody Executions did not in the leaſt in- 
terFupt his Follies and Debaucheries. He was eve. 
Ty Day in the Amphitheatre, amongſt the Gladiz- 
tors». ſhewing his ſkill in killing wild Beaſts, and 
boaſting of his famous Exploits. Sometimes he 
appeared in a very odd and uncommon Habit, with 
a Lion's Skin thrown over his purple Robe, ſpotted 
with Gold, holding a Club in his Hand, in Imita- 
tion of Hercules, whoſe Name he had taken; and 
at other Times, would dreſs himſelf in Women's 
Cloaths, in' the Sight of all the People, and drink to 
them, that he might bave the Pleaſure of hearing 
- them cryout, long live the Emperor. He would then 
go down into that Part of the Amphitheatre where 
the Combats were uſed to be, and fight with the 
Gladiators, ſlaughtering, without Mercy, thoſe who 
contended with him, though thoſe poor unfortunate 
Creatures were forced to ſpare him out of Reſpect, 
not daring, to exert themſelves; and the Senate 
authorized, by. their baſe Acclamations, this ſhame- 
ful and cruel Behaviour; for when it happened that 
he killed a Bear or Lion, or any other Animal, 
| — their flattering Applaufes to thoſe 


and ſervilely cry out, Thou are 
the 


XY " TA * 
hogs. 
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the World. ® Thou art the Conguerar,. O brave 


J Amazonian. EY 3 
cl. In ſhort, after having diſgraced the Empire by 
ak innumerable Crimes, which it would be tedious to 
hr particularize, he took it in his Head. to ſubſtitute 
tes MI bimſelf in the Place of the Confuls whom he reſolved 
me, Ml 2 put to Death, „ and to appear upon the Theatre as 


U. Conſ-l and Servant of the Gladiators; for, among 


1%. N vaſt Number of ridiculous Titles that he aſſumed, 
len. tat which he took moſt Pleaſure in was that of 

ui Champion among the Followers of the Gladiators, 
in. 29 with his own Hand had killed about twelve 


ve WH bundred Men. The firſt Day of Fanuary, which 
dia Wl among the Romans was one of the moſt ſolemn ia 
and the whole Year, was the Time he made choice of 
hel to entertain the Publick with this fantaſtical Scene, 
vich and communicated his Deſign ſome Time before to 
tted his beloved Marta. * g 
Martia, who foreſaw the Conſequences. of th's 
and hopeful Project, oppoſed it as much as poſſible, and 
ens epreſented to him the infinite Shame and Scaudal 
k tog that it would bring upon him and the Roman 
ring People; that bis own Reputation and Intereſt, ab; 
chen folutely required that he ſhould not be fo infatuated 
here | K 4 with 
the » Dio. lib. 72. Xiphilin, in Com. 9. Herodian, 
who lib. 1. | 3 | 
nate The Romans celebrated the iſt of January with 
etl, great Solemnity, It was conſecrated to the God- Janus, 
nate and called after his Name. The Ceremony. was very 
me- magnificent; the Conſuls and other Magiſtrates wearin 
that their moit ſumptuous Robes upon that Occaſion, a2 
with great ſuperſtitious Devotion, offering Sagrifices' to 


mal, .. * 
hol finus to obtain a happy Year. The Crownl%@f Laurel 
F which Taras had wore the preceding Year,” on chat 
* 1 Day taken off his Head, and a new one M © 
Laurea flaminibus que toto perſtitit an,; 
: - 2 . Z 
Tellitur, et frondes ſunt in honore nous. WD. 
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with Gladiators, eſpecially ſince he never went 2 
mong them without endangering his Life, and put. 
ting himſelf in the Power of Wretches that were 
deſtitute of all Sentiments of Honour or Principle. 
She endeaycured to corroborate her Arguments by 
accompanyin them with a thouſand Carefles, em- 
bracing his Knees, and ſhedding a Torrent of 
Tears; but nbthing was capable of making him al- 
ter his Refolation. 

Lætus and Electus, Captains of his Guard, alſo 
took the Liberty to expoſtulate with him upon that 
Subject, but with no better Succeſs: In vain did 
they repreſent to him the Diſgrace that this monſtrous 
Novelty would bring upon the Empire. C:mmedu, 
Who was not to be influenc'd by Reaſon or Senſe, 
commanded them to diſpoſe and prepare every 
"Thing for the Ceremony; and Jooking upon thele 
zealous Officers as raſh and preſymptuous Cenſuren 
of hs Conduct, turn'd ſhort from them with Indig- 
nation in his Countenance. In Effect, he was ſo 
provoked that they ſhould have the Impudence and 
Aſſurance to make him theſe Remonſtrances, that 
he determined to put them to Death next Day, and 
entering into his Cloſet, drew a Liſt of thoſe that 
were to be executed, which he concealed at the Head 
of his Bed. Lætus and Electus, were not the only 
condemned Perſons, for Martia, who had endea- 
voured to divert him from his Purpoſe, was alſo of 
the Number; and the moſt illuſtrious among the 
Senators were deſtin'd to the ſame Fate, the Ty- 


whoſe Blood was to have been ſpill'd the 
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It was a Cuſtom among the Romans of Quality 
and Diſtinction to keep beautiful Children to amuſe 


them with their little agreeable Prattle. They went 


almoſt naked; having ſcarce any Thing on them 
but Diamonds and Jewels. The Emperor had one 
of them, whom he was ſo fond of as to let him fre- 
quently lye with him, and called him Philo-Comma- 
dus, or the Favourite of Gommodus. T bis little Boy 
was ſo indulg'd, as to be at Liberty to do whatever 
he pleaſed; ſo that the Officers and Guards never 
hindered him from going in and out of the Empe- 
ror's Chamber as often as he had a Mind. This 
Child was accidentally the Occaſion of Commodus's in- 
fernal Deſigns being diſcovered; for coming out of the 


Emperor's Room with the fatal Paper in his Hand, 


Martia was apprehenſive that it might be of Con'e-. 
quence, and took it from him. Her Curioſity 
promoted her to read it, and it may be eaſily conceived 
that ſhe was extremely ſurpriz'd and terrify'd upon 
finding the Emperor's barbarous Refolution. And 
is it thus (ſaid ſhe) thou inhuman Manfter, that thou 
intendeft to recompence the Love and Attachment I have 


always had to thy Intereſts? Have I for ſo many 
Years paſt, ſuffered thy Inſolences and brutal Temper, 


to be rewarded at laſt with a cruel and unjuſt Death? 


But no, it ſhall never be ſaid that a barbarous and 
bloody Tyrant ſhall thus treat a Woman that has not 


&ſerved ſuch Uſage from thy Hands. | 
It was to no Purpoſe to make long Reflections; 
for every Moment was precious, and Martia did 
not throw them away in uſeleſs Meditatians, , She 
immediately ſent for Electus, with whom Hiſtory 
tells us ſhe had an Intimacy that was not very. con- 
liſten: with Virtue, and ſhewing him the Paper, ſee 
here, ſaid ſhe, the pretty Things that are preparing 
for us againſt To-morrow. Electus was no; feaner 
informęd of the Emperor's Intentions, and 
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Danger he was in, but trembling with Fear, ſent the 
Paper well ſeal'd up to Lætus, by a Perſon he could 
truſt. Lætus, not leſs ſurprized and alarmed 
than the other two, went directly to them to con- 
ſult What was to be done. It was ſoon determined 
in this ſecret Council, that Commodus thould be 
poiſoned, and that without Loſs of Time. This 
ſeemed to be the more practicable, as Martia bad 
been uſed to give him what he drank. The Plot 
ſucceeded, Commodeus, returning much heated and 
thirſty from the Rath, called for ſumething to drink, 
and Marta prefented him a Cup of excellent Wine, 
but of ſo dangerous a Compoſition, that as ſoon as 
he had taken it, he perceived a great Heavineſs in his 
Head. (Dion will have it that they poiſoned the 
Meat that was ſerved up to him at Supper, and 
that it was Kid) MAartia and Electus cauſed every 
body to withdraw from the Emperor's Room, on 
pretence of keeping him quiet that he might ſleep; 
but when the Conſpirarors ſaw that he vomited 
with great Violence, they were terribly afraid P, leſt 
he ſhould get rid of it by that Means, and the whole 
Affair be diſcovered. They were the more appre- 
henſive of this, as the Emperor ſeemed to. ſuſpect 
fomething by certain Threats that broke out. 
They therefore found it the ſureſt way to engage 
| Narciſſus, a famous Wreſtler, and remarkable for 
his great Strength, to ſmother him in his Bed, and 
promiſed him-great Rewards. He undertook the 
Buſineſs, and ſtrangled the Emperor; after which 
they conveyed the Body out of the Chamber, and 
covered Vith a Carpet. 


1 Maria and her Accomplices, were in dreadful 
Appreheaftons of what was to happen as foon as it 
ſhould be known that the Emperor was dead. 


They thought it abſolutely neceſſary that ſome Se- 


| nator 
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nator of Merit ſhould be proclaimed Emperor, that 
ſhould be agreeable to all the Orders of the: Town, 
and might protect them againſt the Fury of the Sol- 
diers, who they knew would be enraged to the high - 
eſt Degree at the Death of a Prince who allowed 
them great Liberties. Pertinax was thought a 
proper Perſon to fill the Throne. They therefore 
declared him Emperor, without further Delay, and 
ave out that Commodus had died of an Apoplcxy. . 
We ſhall preſently mention the Circumſtances - of 
Pertinax's Election, ſo at preſent ſhall only add, that 
the new Emperor harangued the Soldiers, and did 
not forget to ſpeak very honourably of Lætus wha. 
had given him the Empire. 

The Conſul Falcon could not hear Lætus praiſed - 
without expreſſing great Indignation, and as he was- 
not a Man to diliemble his real Sentiments, neither 
through Complaiſance nor Policy, he declared open- - 


ly to Pertinaæ, that no good was to be expected from 


him, ſince he was capable of tarniſhing the Begin- 
ning of his Reign by ſhamefully. commending a 
Man who dipp'd bis Hands in the Blood of his- 
Emperor; and ſhewing Marks of his Efteem for 


. Martia and Ele&us, who had been. the Iuſtruments : 


of Commodus's Cruelty. Pertinax anſwered with 
great Moderation: He told Falcon, that a young 
Man as he was, did not conſider what it was to be 
under a Neceſſity of obeying; that Mariia and: 


Lætus had. ated by Compulſion, and that as to 


their having put the Eraperor to Death for his Ty- - 

ranny, it ſufficiently ſhewed that they did not ap- 

prove of it. . | 
Pertinaæx was. too ſenſible of the Obligations he-- 


had to Martia not to take her part: In Effect, fhe - 


received from the new Emperor great Tokens of his; 
Gratitude and Acknowiedgments during the three - 
Months that he reigned; but ſhe. did not- efeape:- 
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Puniſhment. Julian revenged the Death of Comme. 
dus; for this Emperor, 4 whoſe Elevation Lætus 


had much contributedy;imagining that he, together 
with Martia, favoured afterwards the Party of &. 
veru 7 them both to Death; and cauſed Narciſſu, 
who 1 Commodus, to be expoſed to the 
—_— 
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T look'd as if Pertinax had not eſcap'd the Ty- 
ranny of Commodus but in order to fall a Sacri- 
ace to Fortune, and that he had not illuſtrated his 
Life by the moſt glorious Exploits, but in order to 
Joſe it miſerably upon the Throne. Happy is the 
private Perſon, and wretched the Sovereign: He 
ſoon found by Experience that the moſt exalted 
Stations are often dreadful Precipices. He' was 
born at a Village in Liguria, the Son of Helviams 
Succeſſus, a Seller of Wood for Fuel, who having 
picked up a little Money by his Occupation, was 
reſolved to bring up his Son to Learning, and edu» 
cate him as well as his little Circumſtances would 
admit of: It was not long before Pertinax gave 
Tokens of a ſuperior Genius, and of his being deſtin'd 
to greater Matters; for he learnt and practis'd fo 
well the Art of War upon every Occafion where 
he was employ'd, that he was looked upon as a 
Perſon of conſummate Experience, capable of the 

greateſt Employments. In Effect, it was he who 
by his extraordinary Prudence and Reſolution, ap- 
peas'd the Legions that had revolted in Great Brie 
tam; d and it may be affirmed that he ſaved the 
Iſland for Marcus Aurelius, who knew fo well the 


Importance 
» Capitolin, in Pertin. Dio, Lib. 73. | 
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Importance of his Service and the Merit of Peri 
nax, that ſeveral Times he extolPd him in full Se- 
nate: Glorious Commendations, when they are 
given by a Prince as much an Enemy to Flattery 
and Diſſi mulation as Marcus Aurelius was, But 
it was not only by empty Praiſes that this magnif- 
cent and generous Emperor rewarded the glorious 
Actions of Pertinax; he was promoted to the moſt 
honourable Emp] yments, and atterwards rais'd to 
the Conſulſhip, that ſublime Dignity that drew up- 
on him the Jealouſy of an infinite Number of en- 
vious People, who could not bear that he ſhould 
become their Equal; *© httle forſeeing that one 
Day they were to have him for their Maſter. 
Pertinax had ſomething in his Countenance ex- 
treamly agreeable, a large Forehead, fair Hair, 
gracefully and naturally buckled,. 4 a very majeſtic 
Air, and tall. He poke well, and behav'd upon 
all Occaſions with great Affability and Sweetnefs of 
Temper. His principal Failing was Love of Mo- 
ney, which did not quit him even when he was 
Emperor. He was fond of Pleaſures, and we ſhall 
fee that they were not always conſiſtent with De- 
cency. He did not want Learning, for, before he 
had any military Employment, he exercis'd that of 
a Grammarian at Reme, with great Approbation, 
having ſucceeded, in that Science, the famous Ab- 
pollinarius who had been his Maſter, 
- Pertinax, having by his Merit got over the Dif- 
advantage he. Jay. under from the Meanncſs of his 
Birth; and having by his great and eminent Ser- 
vices procur'd the Emperor's Eſteem, . Jook'd out 
for an Alliance that might do him Credit ans Ho- 
nour: He pitch'd upon Flavia Jitiana, a Lady of 
great Spirit and Vivacity, more enc:in'd to conſult 
| Her Inclinations than her Duty. She was Daugr ter to 
| Hlavius 


| Dio. Lib. 71. * Spon, Recher. curi. d'Antiq. 


$ 


4 


n_ K e 2 fo. 


S8 Is ia 


Wir E or PERTINAX. 207 


Flavius Sulpicianus, who for his Riches was reckon' d 
one of the principal Senators. She was eaſily prevailed 
upon to liſten to Pertinax's Addreſſes, for as ſhe was 
of an amorous Conſtitution, ſhe did not hold out 
Jong againſt the Solicitations of a handſome. Perſon, 


' eſpecially one that made a great Figure in Rome, 
and might reckon upon rhe higheſt Preferment. 


This Marriage, then, was foon concluded, but 
neither of the Parties piqued themfelves upon an 
over ſtrictneſs in the conjugal Fidelity. Pertinaæ, 
in a little Time, provided himſelf with Miſtreſſes 
that he lik'd better than his Wife, and Tana, by 
an odd Sort of Taſſe, grew ſo in Love with a cer- 
tain Player upon the Harp, as, to abandon herſelf 
without Reſerve to that Paſſion ; nor did ſhe indeed 
take much Pains to conceal it, for all Rome was 
preſently acquainted with this ſcandalous Affair. 

It might reaſonably be ſuppos'd that Pertinax 
would be mightily provok'd at ſuch an infamous 
Intrigue which ſo much diſhonour'd him, and that 
he would be induc'd to puniſh his Wife for fo 
ſhameful and notorious a Breach of Chaſtity ; he, 
however, gave himſelf very little Trouble about it; 
whether it was that being as much to be blamed, as 
ſhe, thought he had no Right to reproach or pu- 
niſh her for a Crime he was dt guilty of himſelf, or 
that he deſpair'd of ever curiag an Evil that had 


taken too deep Root; or. laſtly, that being entirely 


taken up with Cornifi:ia (with wbom he was rather 
bewitch'd than enamour'd) © he was not at Leiſure 
to take Notice of what paſs'd at Home. Be it as it 
will, he left Titiana at full Liberty to act as ſhe 
thought proper, and ſhe made ſo bad a Uſe of it, 
that all the Town were Witneſſes to her Impu- 
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They paſs'd a good Part of their Life after this 


Manner. As for Tit:ana, her Behaviour was ſuch 
as loſt her entirely the Efteem of all modeſt People; 


but it was not ſo with Pertinax, for he did not find 
that it hurt his Fortune in the leaſt. He wes made 
Proeconſut of Africa, in which Employment he aec- 


quitted hanſelt ſo well, that Commodus, as much as 


he hated Virtue, reſpected his, and rewarded him 
with the Government of Rome; in the Exerciſe of 
which Pertinax ſhew'd ſo much Moderation and 
Capacity, that he was extreamly agreeable to all the 
World, and the more, becauſe Fuſcianus, his Pre- 
deceſſor, was rigorous and ſevere. This wife 
Conduct gained Pertinax an univerſal Eſteem, and 


not a little contributed to his being Emperor; for 


Commodus being kill'd, the Authors of that A ſſaffi- 
nation fearing (and with great Reaſon) that it would 
be attended with dreadful Conſequences to them, 
imagined that the Soldiers would be the eaſier 
brought to overlook that Affair, if ſome Perſon of 
great Merit and excellent Qualities were choſen to 
ſucceed him. Pertinax was thought ſo worthy as 
to be immediately pitched upon for that Purpoſe, 
and proclaimed Emperor; for C:mmodus having 
been diſpatched in the Night, and the fatal Morn- 
ing approaching when the Conſpirators were to be 
facrific'd to his Fury, Lætus, Electus, and fome 
others of their Party went and knock'd at Perii- 
dax's Door. The Porter had no ſooner perceived 
Letus with the Soldiers, than ſeized with Feat, 
he ran to his Maſter's Chamber to' tell him that 
the Captain of the Emperor's Guards, wanted to 
ſpeak with him in all Haſte. As ſoon as he had 


faid this, Lætus and Electus entered the Room. 


Pertinax, to whom the untimely and tragical 
End of fo many illuſtrious Senators was a ſufficent 
Warning of what he had to expect, made no 
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Queſtion but they came to put him to Death by 
the Tyrant's Orders: he was however very calm; 
for as it was no more than what he had daily ex- 
pected from Commedus, who had not ſpared even 
his Father's moſt intimate Friends, he ſhew'd the 
greateſt Intrepidity, and without riſing from his 
Bed, or changing Countenance, he told them that 
having bad the Honour of being very intimate with 
Marcus Aurelius, he was much ſurpriſed that he 
had been ſuffered to live ſo long; that for many 
Years paſt, he hai look'd upon every Night to be 
his laſt. What do you wait for then (continued 
he) f execute the Orders of Commodus, and by 
« giving me a ſpeedy Death, put an end to the 
„ Alarms and Apprehenfions in which T have pat- 
“ fed fo much of my Time.“ ©<* Your Fear wrongs 
10 py Merit,” anfwered Eætus, it is is not your 
« Life we are come for, but our Safety and the 
« Proſperity of the Republick. The Fyrant is no 
«© more: We have made him ſuffer that Death 
“ which he had prepared for us. We are come 
te then to offer you the Empire, becauſe we know 
no body ſo worthy of it, and are very ſure that 
te the whole World will approve of our Choice.” 
Pertinax, imagining that they were laying a 
Snare for him to work his Ruin, interrupted Læ- 
tus, and without giving him Time to proceed: 
“ Ceaſe, ſaid he, to make a Jeſt of a poor unfor- 
** tunate old Man, and by your flattering Offers 
e draw me in to do or fay ſomething that is to 
“ coft me my Life. © But, reply'd Lætus, ſince 
“you will not believe me, look at this Paper, and 
« ſee if it be not the Hand- writing of Commodus, 
which you are well acquainted with; read the 
« Sentence of Death which was to have been 
executed againſt us To-Morrow Morning, 
| « and 
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and you will be ſenſible of the Danger we have 
«« eſcap'd.” Pertinax, ſeeing an Air of Truth 
and Sincerity in their Manner of proceeding, and 
as they had been always his good Friends, began 
to take Courage; and ſuffering himſelf to be di- 
rected by, them, told them he was ready to do 
whatever they ſhould think proper. 

After Lætus and Electus were ſure of Pertinax, 
they thought it abſolutely neceſſary to ſound the 
Legions, and try how they ſtood affected; Lætus, 
who was Captain of the Guards, did not queſtion 
but he could eaſily bring them over to his Opinion, 
as his Employment gave him great Authority in the 
Army. In the mean time they caus'd the News 
of Commodus's Death and Pertinax's Election to be 
ſpread abroad, that it might be generally ſuppos'd 
to have been done by the Approbation of the Army, 
and conſequently the more approved of. 
Pertinax, however, notwitbſtanding all the 
Proofs that had been given him of Commodz''s 
Death, could not be at Eaſe, nor hinder himſelf 
from being cruelly agitated with different Paſſions, 
ſometimes Fear, ſometimes Hope; for when he 


reflected upon what Letus and Electus had told 


bim, he was at a Loſs what to think of the Matter. 
In this Uncertainty he ſent one his Domeſticks, 
in whom he could put an entire Confidence, to 


find out the Truth; but his Apprehenſions were 


quite diſſipated when the Meſſenger, on bis Re- 


turn, affirmed that he had ſeen Commadus dead, and 


in the Arms of thoſe who were carrying him out ef 
the Palace. | | 

In the mean time Lætus acquainted the Soldicrs 
with the Death of C:mmodus, te ling them, that 
he had been carried ff by an apoplectick Fit, and 
propos d Pertinax to ſucc-:ed him, whoſe Courage 


and Virtue he faid they were well acquainted _ 
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The People expreſſed great Joy at their Deliverance 
from the Tyranny of Commodus, and made loud 
Acclamations in Honour of the new Emperor; the 
Soldiers alſo, being rather hurry'd on by the gene- 
ral Torrent, than purſuant to their own Inclination, 
acknowledged Pertinax for Emperor, and took the 
Oath of Fid-lity. Pertinax, amidſt all the Honours 
that were paid him, imagined he foreſaw great Difli- 
culties in his Way: He could not bring himſelf to 
believe that a Man fo obſcurely born could be firm- 
ly ſettled in the Throne which had juſt been filled 
by a Prince of ſo noble an Extraction; or that fo 
many illuſtrious Senators ſhould eaſily acquieſce 
under the Command of a Perſon ſo infinitely below 
them. Agitated by theſe ſerious Reflections, he 
could not help being very anxious and ſolicitous; 
and when he came to the Senate he would not aſ- 
ſume, nor ſuffer the People to give him, any of the 
Honours that were due to the Dignity they had con- 
ferred upon him. He was, however, received in the 
Senate with the higheſt Marks of Satisfaction and 
Reſpect, and ſaluted with the Titles of Emperor and 
Auguſt. Pertinax thanked the Senators for their 
good Will,. but refuſed the Empire on Account of 
his Age, which, he ſaid, would not permit him to 
af with that Vigour and Circumſpection ſo abſolute- 
ly neceſſary for an Emperor, and which was not to 
be expected from a Perſon ſo far advanced in Life. 
That the Senate abounded with thoſe that were in- 
finitely more capable of governing; at the ſame 
Time taking Glabrion by the Hand, who was de- ® 
ſcended from one of the moſt noble Families in 
Rome, and was then in his ſecond Conſulſhip, he 
would have made him fit down in the Seat ap- 
pointed for the Emperors. Very well, ſaid G/abrion, 
ince you think me more worthy of Empire, I 
yield up my Pretenſions to you, and I join my 

| Requeſt 
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Requeſt to that of the Senate, that you will accept 
of it. At that Inſtant the Senators all roſe up, and 
approaching him, inſiſted upon his taking the Place 
which his Modeſty and Humility had made him re- 
fuſe. As ſoon as he was ſeated, he made a Speech, 
full of wiſe Reflections and noble Maxims, entreated 
the Senate to partake with him in the Care of the 
Repablick, and, after having offered the accuſtomed 
Sacrifices, he retired to the Palace of the Emperors, 
The ſame Day that Pertinax was declared Em- 
peror, the Title of Auguſt was voted to Titiana his 
Wife, and the Senate, by a ſeldom Decree, confer- 
red that of Cz/ar upon young Pertinax the Empe- 
ror's Son; but the New Emperor would not ſuffer 
his Wife to accept of the above Title, ® whether it 
proceeded from his not yet thinking himſelf ſecure 
enough in his Authority, and ſo was not willing ſhe 
ſhould accept of Honours ſhe might ſoon be forced 
to quit, or that, reflecting on the Meanneſs of his 
Birth, he thought it inconfiſtent with the Modeſty 
which became him, or elſe being perſwaded that eve- 
Ty body was acquainted with Tano“ Behaviour, 
He was aſhamed ſhe ſhonld be honoured with a 
Title ſhe fo ill deſerved. * But the Senate being 
reſolved to acquit it ſelf of every Thing that De- 
© cency and Politneſs required, entreated the Empe- 
Yor not to ſuffer Titiana to refuſe an Honour which 
they with great Pleaſure had decreed her, and 
which all the Empreſſes accepted of. Pertinax 
however with an ObRinacy that ſuited very well with 
his Name, replyed that it was ſufficient that he him- 
| ſelf had, at their Requeſt, accepted of the Sovereign- 
ty, which he acknowledged he was not worthy of, 
and that he would never conſent that his Son ſhould 
be called Cz/ar till he deſerved it. And mane to 
| th b NORD I >} ml 
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dt bew that he was not proud of his new Dignity, be 
id would not that his Children ſhould be brought up in 
de the Palace, nor did they ever appear with that mag- 
- vificent DiftinQion of Rank and Apparel, which had 
h, been always given.to the Children of Emperors. 


0 The excellent Qualities of Pertinax and his pru- 
e dent Conduct, had given every body a high Idea of 
ed bis Government; nor were they miſtaken. He be- 


8. gan his Reign by eſtabliſhing the moſt uſeful Regu- 
n- lations: He baniſhed from the Town that Peſt. of 
is all Society the Slanderers, who were ſuch. Enemies 
r- Wl to the publick Peace and Tranquility; he ſuppreſ- 
e ſed the burdenſome Taxes which obſtructed Htade 


er and Commerce, he gave thoſe Lands that had been 
it long neglected and reckoned barren, to any body 
Ire who would cultivate them, and exempted them from 
he all Duties for ten Years. He paid all the Arrears 
ed of Penſions, and what was due to the Officers and 


his Troops, and corrected the Abuſes and Diſorders 
ty that bad crept into the Military . Diſcipline. His 
ye⸗ Manners were no Way altered by the Change of 
ur, his Condition, for his Friends found in him the ſame 
2 Freedom and Familiarity : He converſed with them 
ns without Ceremony, or lay ing them under any diſa- 
Je- greeable Conſtraint, had them to dine with him in an 
pe- eaſy agreeable Way, and gave them the ſame Liber- 
5 ty as if they were at their own Houſes, Titiana ne- 
ver ſitting down with him at Table when he had 
other Company. 

We do not well know how this 8 
ed herſelf aſter her Hyſband's Exaltation to the Em- 
pire, Hiſtory being Almoſt ſilent in that Reſpect; 
but it is very probable that his ſhort Reign did not 
furniſh her with many Opportunities of ſhewing 
whether it would have had any Influence upon her 
Behaviour or not, for the wiſe Changes and Regula- 
tions this Emperor made, not * n to the 
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Soldiers, eſpecially the Prætorians, who were accu. 
tomed to an extraordinary Licence under Commodus 
they repented that they had choſen an old Man, 
whoſe Strictneſs was, by no Means ſuitable to their 
Way of Living, and ſo reſolved to have an Empe- 
ror that would not be fo ſevere. Lætus fomented 
their Diſcontents; for this Officer, under Pretence of 
having raiſed up Pertinax to the Empire, thought he 
had a Right to pretend to every Thing: He accuſed 
the Emperor of Ingratitude as often as he was re- 
fuſed any Thing, though his Requeſts were ſuch a 
could not be granted without Injuſtice. And pre- 
tending to pity the Soldiers, who, he ſaid, had to do 
with an Emperor that was an Enemy to their Plea- 
ſure, he ſo animated them againſt him, that two 
hundred of the moſt ſeditious went to the Palace, in 
order to put him to Death. * | 
The Empreſs Titiana no ſooner perceived this 
mutinous Troop, than ſhe ran in a great Fright to 
ave the Emperor notice of the Danger he was in. 
t would certainly have been no difficult Matter for 
the Emperor to have drove away, and even to have 
killed the greater Part of this audacious Mob, for 
he had about him a ſufficient Guard both of Horſe 
and Foot, beſides a great Number of other re 
| >. wu 


Falto, a Senator of a verv illuſtrious Family, who was 
then Conſul, and who probably aſpired to the Empire, had 

- alſo taken great Pains to diſpoſe the Prætorians to a Revolt, 
and had very lately encouraged a Slave of his to demand 
in a mot inſolent Manner, that Pertinax ſhould give him 
up the Imperial Palace, which he pretended belonged to 
him, being, as he ſaid, Son of Fabia the Emperor Veruss 
"Siſter. His Impudence was puniſhed indeed, the Slave 
having been publickly whipp'd ; but that Chaſtiſement 
was in no Sort adequate to his Crime, ſo that Pertinar' 
having afterwards ſent the Slave back to his Maſter, may 
be ſaid to have been a very ill judged Piece of Clemenc). 
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who might have ſhut the Gates of the Palace; or if 
he pleaſed, he had it in his Power to have retired to 


a Place of Safety till the Sedition could have been 
appeaſed ; but reckoning it below him to flee at the 


Appearance of Danger, and flattering himſelf that 


his Preſence would ſoon ſtop the Fury of the Soldi- 
ers, and make them return to their Allegiance ; he 
went to meet the Prætorians with an Air of Reſolu- 


tion, and ſpoke to them thus, in a firm and intrepid 


Tone of Voice i <©* [5 it then an Aion that will 
« add much io your Glory, O my Companions, to mur- 
der your Emperor! I have, Thanks to the Gads, 
lived long enough ; nor has my Behaviour been ſuch, 
* as that I ſhould be afraid to die: No, it is but 
what I have expected for a long Time paſt. But 
what, fhall it ever be ſaid, that thoſe whoſe Duty 
it was to guard and protect their Emperor, have 


been 5 perfidious 10 aſſaſſinate him. Would it not 


« be an eternal and indelible Diſhonour that all future 
« Ages would reproach you with? And after all, in 
* what have I offended you ? If you regret Commo- 
* dus, did you not know that he was to die as ſure as 
«© he came into the World; and ſuppoſing it true that 
e his Death was not a natural one, can you accuſe, or 
« even ſulſpect me of having conſpired againſt him? 
Vu have been Wiineſſes to my Conduct, and I am 
* not conſcious that I have given any one of you Rea- 
« fon to complain of it, Jince I never refuſed yu any 
* Thing you have required of me with the leaſt Ap- 
* pearance of Fuſtice. | 

The Emperor's Preſence, his grave and majeſtick 
Countenance, and this moving Diſcourſe, put a ſto 
to their Fury for a Time; they ſeemed diſconcerted, 
and ſhewed Signs of Repentance, not being able to 
look him in the Face. They had ſheathed their 


Swords, 8 
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Swords, and began to be aſhamed of their abomina- 
ble Enterprize, till one of the Soldiers more inſolent 
and brutal than the reſt, ran him through the Body 
with his Sword, and encouraged the others to dy 
the ſame. Electu, ſeeing the Emperor woundeg, 


drew his Sword, killed two or three of the Muti. 


neers, and defended his Prince, till being mortally 
wounded himſelf, he fell down dead, ſhewing a rare 


Example of Loyalty and Faithfulneſs. Pertinax 
deeing them determined to kill him, covered his 
Head with his Robe, prayed the Gods to revenge 


his Death, and never offered to make any Defence. 


The infamous Villains not contenting themſelves 


: | extremely regretted by the Senate and the People, 
who expected from his Love of Juſtice, the Refor- 


with ſhedding his Blood, were ſo inhuman as to cut 
off his Head, and to carry it into their Camp upon the 
End of a Lance. As | 

Such was the tragical End of Pertinax. 


He fell 


mation of thoſe Abuſes that Commadus had intro- be 
duced. This unfortunate Prince had ſeveral Pre- his 
ſages of his Death; for three Days before it happen- ¶ bu 
ed, while he was in the Bath, he ſaw the Appearance MW by 
of a Man threatening him with a Sword: The Day De 
+ before he was killed, the Stars were obſerved to 
ſhine in the Day as if it were Night; and in the Bu 
Victim that was facrificed no Heart was to be fur 
found, which the Heathens reckoned to -fortel I an- 
ſome grievous Misfortune. He left a Son and 2 cer 
Daughter by his Wife Titiana, who was in Hapes fl *iy 
to preſerve her Rank and the Honours that had i mi 
been paid her, when ſhe ſaw that Suipicianus, her Cul 
Father, had a Proſpect of the Empire by tie 
Soldiers putting it up to Cant to the higheſt Biddder; « 
e 


* 


3 
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an” , *. 
2 * 46 he 
* 


but Julianus's Intrigues got the better of him, fo that 
Titiana had the Mortification of paſſing the Remain- 


der of her Life in a private Way. 
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T is very dangerous to purſue the Dictates of 
fell Ambition, which generally occaſions the Down- 
ple, fal of thoſe ſhe has a mind to exalt. Scantilla hur- 
for- Ml 19'd away by her Vanity, perſwaded her Huſband to 
tro- be Emperor, and to ſcatter (with a liberal Hand) 
pre- his Treaſures, to procure the Sovereign Authority 
den- but this Advice proved fatal te her 8 who, 
ance MW by ſo doing, purchaſed a miſerable and untimely 
Day Death. | 
}. to Thus we frequently die Martyrs to our Pride. 
the MW But if we are diſpoſed to carry our Reflections | 


> be MW further ſtill, we may attribute Juliau's Ruin to 
ortel M another Cauſe ; tor if it be true that he was con- 
1d 2 cerned in the Murder of Pertinax, it may reaſona- 
apes MW biy be concluded chat Providence would not per- 
had mit him ling to enjoy a Dignity which he had pro- 
her cured by ſo black a Crime. | 8 

the M. Didius Severus Fulianus was à Native of 

der; Milan, and Grand Son, by his Mother, of the ce- 
> that lebrated Salvus Julianus the Lawyer, who did fo 

naln- Yor. IL L much 
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much honour to Adrian's Reign. He was brought 
up under the Princeſs Domitia Lucilla, Mother to 
the Emperor Marcus Aurelius, who procured him 
the greateſt Employments. He marry'd Manlia 
Scantilla, by whom he had Didia Clara, whom he 
marry'd to Cornelius Repentinus. 

Hiſtory does not inform us either of the Family 
or Character of Scantilla; but it is eaſy to conjeQure 
that ſhe had more Vanity than Prudence, fince it 
was at her Inſtigation, that Julian bought the Em- 
pire at the very Time when all the Senators of 
Quality and Merit were trembling at the horrid A fſaſ- 
ſination of Pertinax, whoſe Misfortune ſerved them 
as a Warning of what was to be expected from the 
Fury and Brutality of the Soldiers. 

When the Prætorians had glutted themſelves 
with the Emperor's Blood, they retired into their 
Camp, and poſted Centinels to hinder the People 
from approaching. Their not meeting with any 
Puniſhment for this execrable Action encreaſed their 
Inſolence, for ſeeing that no body attempted to re. 
venge the Death of Pertinax, and that no Senator 
preſented himſelf to ſucceed him, they had the Aſ- 
ſurance to ſet up at Auction, the chief Dignity of 
the World. * In Effect, they cauſed a Soldier, re- 
markable for a loud Voice, to mount the Wall of 
the Camp, and publiſh that the Empire was to be 
ſold, and that they would take upon them to give it 
to the higheſt Bidder. 

Sulpitian, Father-in-Law to Pertinax, was then 
in the Camp, having been ſent thither by the late 
Emperor, in order to appeaſe the Soldiers, who he 
had heard were in Motion ; but as ſoon as he was 
informed of his Death, he entreated the Prætorians 
to chuſe him in his ſtead, and offered them 2s 
| Unis 


b Herodian lib. 2. 
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zums of Money to do ſo; but whilſt they were 
urgaining about the Price, Julian was told of the 
im Soldiers Reſolution to ſell it. He was at Table 
lia N vith ſome of his Friends, and this News flattered 
be extremely his and his Wife's Ambition. Her 

Heart immediately bounded at the I hrone, and the 


ly WLuftre of the enchanting Object dazzled her. For, 


ure WM not reflecting upon the Danger of this high Station, 
it MWithough ſhe had ſo recent an Example of it before 
m- ber | pkg ſhe perſwaded her Huſband to quit the 
s of Table, and immediately to make an Offer to the 
laſ- soldiers. She repreſented to him, that as the Em- 
em pre was to be ſold, no body was better able to pur- 
the chaſe it than he, who had more Money than any 

other Senator, and that it would be the Height of 
ves Imprudence to loſe ſo favourable an Opportunity. 
heir N Didia Clara joined her Entreaties to thoſe of her 
ple WM Mother, that her Father might not fail to procure 
any bimſelf an Honour in which ſhe was to have ſo 
beit large a Share, and of which ſhe was, no doubt, in 
re- ¶ bopes of being one Day the Inheritrix. In ſhort, 
ator ne Paraſites that were at Supper with Julian, were 


of Moment, and tempt the Prætorians with ſuch an 
re. Offer as could not be reſiſted; and all together ſoli- 
| of Neted him ſo ſtrongly that he roſe from Table, went 
) be WireAly to the Camp, and bawled out to the Soldi- 


ve it Ness, that if they would chuſe him Emperor, he would 
tive what Price they pleaſed. The Guards told 
then bm what Sulpician had offered, and declared they 


would not ſell it ſo cheap. Julian repreſented to 
hem, that, in liſtning to Szpitian, they did not 
conſider what Prejudice they did themſelves, for 
that the ſtrict Alliance there was between him and 
frrtingx, ought to be the ſtrongeſt Reaſon in the 
World for excluding him, ſince they might be ſure 
lat he would not fail to revenge the Death of his 
L 2 Son- 


rery importunate with him to go, without loſing a 
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Son- in Law. And, after having ſaid all that was 

neceſſary to render his Antagoniſt ſuſpected, heMl © 
made them an advantageous Offer. The Soldiers 
communicated this to Sulpitian, to try if he would Ml b. 
give more, and this ſcandalous Traffick laſted a con-Mof 
ſiderable Time, for Sulpitian, within the Camp and ele 
Julian without, endeavoured to out bid each other. an 
At laſt Julian made ſo tempting an Offer (and his 
promiſing to pay ready Money) that immediately fu! 
they made him mount the Walls into the Camp byMl 
a Ladder, for they would not open the Gates. Ai-Ml the 
ter they had agreed upon the Terms, he was de- ou 
clared Emperor, and they gave him the Sirname off tie 
Commodus. In the Evening they conducted him to lor 
the Senate, amidſt (not the Acclamations) but the th: 
Imprecations of all the People, who reproached him Set 
with the infamous Bargain he had made for Empire rec 
which he had not been aſhamed to purchaſ® in (olfff nc: 
ſcandalous a Manner. | me 
Julian, leaving the Soldiers at the Door, went in 
to the Senate to take his place, and after he ha 
ſeated himſelf in the Emperor's Chair, he made the 
following inſolent Speech, as it has been tranſmittet 
to us by one who was preſent * “ Perceiving, C 
ct venerable Fathers, that the Throne is vacant, 
«© muſt tell you that I think no body more worth 
& to fill it than my ſelf. I ſhall not take up muc 
« of your Time with praiſing myſelf, or putting 
« you in mind of my Virtues, for I believe none o 
«© you are ignorant of them. I am perſwaded yo 
« all know me very well, ſo without giving yo 
& further Trouble, I am to inform you that the Ar 
«© my has thought proper to chuſe me Emperor 
% and I am come hither that you may m_—_ re 
5 | 9 „ thel ma 


| „ tra 
e Xiphilin. in Did. Jul. Dio. lib. 7 3. Herodian. lib. ¶ dic 
4 Dio. lib 73. 


Was 
„ he 
liers 
ould 
con- 
and 
Jer. 
(and 
ately 
p by 
Af- 
$ de- 
je 0 
m to 
the 
hi 
pire 
in ſo 


it in 
e had 
le the 
Utted 


muc 
utting 
Ine 0 
d yo 
3D & 
e Ar 
peror 


zofirn 


thei 


lib, ; 


Wire or Diofus Jurr anus. 221 


« their Choice.” The Senate bore with this Arro- 
once. That timid Body of Men, haviog entirely 
oft all Sentiments of Liberty, and being incapable 
of any generous Reſolution, declared him Emperor, 
elected his Family into the Number of Patricians, 
and by the ſame Decree, honoured Manlia Scantilla 
his Wife, and Didia Clara his Daughter, with the 
ſublime Title of Auguſt. 


Whilſt all this paſt in the Camp and at the Senate, 


the two Ladies, who were become Princeſſes with- 
out knowing it themſelves, were in the utmoſt Impa- 
tience about Fulian's Negociation ; but they were not 
long in Pain, for their Emiſſaries ſoon let them know, 
that the Prætorians had elected Julian, that the 
Senate had not only ratify'd it, but had alſo confer-- 
red upon them the Title of Auguſt, and that the 
new Emperor who was coming, deſired they would 
meet him. ® It is eaſy to conceive the Joy they 
had upon this Occaſion, for People do not often 
mount the Throne with Indifference ; but it was 
not long before very diſagreeable Reſlections ſuc- 


ceeded thoſe firſt Tranſports ; for, through all theſe 


fattering Honours and Titles, the Princeſſes could 
perceive that Zulian's Elevation was but a melan- 
choly Fore-runner of ſome dreadful Calamity, and 
therefore it was not without à Sort of Regret that 
they proceeded towards the Palace, and did not en- 


ter it but with a ſecret Horrour ; the Fear of ſome 
impending Misfortune counterballancing their preſent _ 
datisfaction; and ve 


good Reaſon they had for 
it; for the firſt Object that preſented its ſelf to theis 


View, was the 8 of the murdered Emperor 
lretched upon the 


round. This tragical Sight 
made no Impreſſion upon Julian, but on the con- 
trary furniſhed him with Matter for Mirth and Ri- 
dicule; for, not dreaming of this Affair's being at- 
3 tended 

Spart. vit. Did. Julia vocatis. 
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tended with any bad Conſequences from the Sen- 
tors, whoſe Approbation he had extorted, after hay 
ing baſely purchaſed the Conſent of the Soldiers, he 
brutally inſulted the dead Body of Pertinar, of 
whoſe Death he was not innocent; and, after 
making himſelf very merry about the frugal Supper 
that was prepared for him, he ordered the moſt 
coſtly and delicate Proviſions the Town afforded to 
be got tor him, and ſupp'd moſt luxuriouſly, play'd 
at Dice, caus'd the Comedians to come and dance 
before him; f the yet ſmoking Blood of his Pre- 
deceſſor (ſtill lying dead in the Palace) not being ca- 
pable of moderating this exceſſive and ill tim'd Re- 
joycipg; nor did the Probability of his meeting 
with the like Fate (which had made Scantilla trem- 

ble) give him any Sort of Concern. | 
The Day after, the Senators went in Ceremony 
to the Palace to pay their Re ſpects to the Emperor, 
and accompany him to the Senate; they were ob- 
liged to affect great Joy at his Elevation, tho? they 
were extremely affl cted. They carry'd, however, 
their Flattery ſo far that they decreed him the Title 
of Father of the Republick, and ordered a Statue of 
Silver to be made in honour of him. er 
thanked the Senate for having confirmed the Choice 
of the Army, and for the Titles they had conferred 
upon his Wife and Daughter, but had ſo much Mo- 
deſty, or rather Policy, as to refuſe ſome other 
Honours they were inclined to give him. From the 
—_ Senate he went to the Capitol, ſtill attended by the 
. Senators, who were very liberal of their falſe To- 
= kens of Eſteem ; but the People, not fo expert at 
diſſembling, no ſooner ſaw him than they pour'd out 
23 Torrent of injurious and affronting Language, cal- 
led him Parricide, and reproached him with having 
| EY uſurped 


f Dio. lib. 73. 


theſe Threats not to be alarmed. 
he affected to ſnew great Civility to the Senators and 


ET 
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uſurped the Empire. This provoking Treatment 
diſconcerted him, but he diſſembled his Reſentment, 
and, in order to appeaſe the People who he found 
were enraged againſt him, he promiſed them a great 
Sum of Money. This Offer only ſerved to exaſpe- 
rate them the more: Thouſands of Voices were 
heard in a Moment crying out that they would have 
none of his Money, and that he was a baſe Villain 
who made it his whole Buſineſs to corrupt the Ro- 
mans by Artifice and Bribery, Then Julian being 
no longer Maſter of his Paſfion, commanded the 
Guards to fall on them, who accordingly killed a 
great many of thoſe who were neareſt, This Vio- 
lence made them loſe all Patience: They never 
ceaſed to pour out horrible Imprecations againit him 
and the Soldiers that choſe him for Money, and even 


flung Stones at him. They afterwards wept aloud for 
Pertinax, and bitterly lamented his Death: They 


called to their Aſſiſtance the Armies that were in 
Syria, and Niger who commanded them, whom 
they entreated to come ſpeedily and revenge the Ko- 
man Empire of the deteſtable Scandal, brought 


upon it by a baſe and infamous Uſurper. 


Julian was tuo ſenſible of the Conſequences of 
From that Time 


People of Diſtinction, and promiſed them all 
they could defire ; but no body reckoned upon theſe 
Careſſes, becauſe they were out of all Meaſure, and 
ſuch as did not become an Emperor. He made © 
his Son-in-Law Governor of Rome, and ſettled upon 
Didia Clara his Daughter, a Revenue proportiona- 
ble to her Rank and new Dignity of Auguſt. . In 
ſhort he omitted nothing that was neceſlary to 


firengthen and eſtabliſh his Authority, which was 
odious 
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odious to every Body that had not a Hand in bis gre 
Election, and in a little Time, even to the Soldier: tha 
that were the Authors of it, becauſe he could Ml put 
not pay them what he had promiſed. This made Wl wh 
People very apt to believe that his Power would be MW Ti 
of no long Duration, at leaſt there were few that not 
did not wiſh it. There even happened a Sort of a Ml dc! 
Prodigy which confirmed this Opinion, and filled faic 
People's Minds with Superſtition ; for as Julian was 64 
offering Sacrifice to the God Janus, whoſe Statue the 
was erected before the Senate Houſe, three bright Ml {© 
Stars were obſerved near the Sun. The Soldiers Ml Ot 
| look'd earneſtly at them, and ſaid that ſo unuſual a ties 
Phænomenon muſt needs portend ſome great Miſ- Wl tha 
fortune to Julian. In Effect, three Generals ſoon Ml ju! 
aiter revolted, which made him totter on his Hu 
Throne, viz. Septimus Severus, Clodius Albinus, and ver 
Paſcennius Niger. The firſt commanded in Pann. WM {ev 
nia, the other in Great Britain, and the laſt in Sy- unf 
ria. They had great Authority in their reſpective Ml 101 
Provinces, and were at the Head of the three moſt ver 
conſiderable Armies in the Empire. As they have Wl anc 
a great Share in this Part of the Hiſtory, it will not WW 
be at all amiſs to give ſome Account of them. | 
Diecimus Clodius Albinus was of Adrumet in Afri- 
ca: He deſcended from a Family that had furniſh- 
ed the Republick with many Great Men; ſo that, 
whatever ſome Authors have ſaid to the contrary, 
it is certain that Abinus was of very illuſtrious Birth. 
His Father Cejonius Poſthumus ® gave him the Name 
of Albinus, becaufe he was extremely white when he 
was born. He was tall, had curled Hair, a bigh 
Forehead, had ſo ſmall a Voice that it reſembled that 
of an Eunuch, and a wide Mouth. He was ſo 
12 | gr eat 
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reat an Eater, that incredible Stories are told upon 
that Subject. He ſerved with a great deal of Re- 
putation under Marcus Aurelius and Cammodug 
which laſt gave him the Privilege of aſſuming the 
Title of Cæſar as often as he thought fit, which, 
notwithſtanding, he never made uſe of. This Mo · 


deſty was very agreeable to the Senate, to whom he: 


ſaid their ancient Authority ought to be reſtored. In 
Gaul he gained ſeveral Victories, which procured him. 
the Government of England, He underſtood per- 
fectly the Art of War; he was grave, and a ſtrict 
Obſerver of military Diſcipline, but his good Quali- 
ties were much eclipſed by great Vices; for, beſides: 
that he was a bad Maſter and a worſe Huſband, un- 
juſt towards his Domeſticks and of an inſupportable 
Humout towards his Wife; his Dealings were but 
very indifferent in Regard to the reſt of the World; 
ſevere to an Exceſs, the leaſt Fault * with him was 
unpardonable; he was very neat in his Cloaths, but 
lovenly at Table, which was very plentiful but not 
very elegant. Sometimes he drank no Wine at all, 
4 at other Times would debauch exceedingly that: 

ay. | 

He was frequently given to more ſhameful Vi- 
ces,” but it is- mentioned in the Number of his Vir- 
tues, that he never indulged himſelf in any Thing. 
that was unnatural, on the contrary, he was always 
an utter Enemy to ſuch like Practices. With all theſe: 
Faults and fo few good Diſpoſitions, we read that 
he was beloved by the Senators and People of Con 
dition more than any other Prince, to which the: 
Cruelties of Severus contributed not a little. | 
Peſcennius Niger was deſcended from an Equeſtri- 
an Family, not remarkable for its. Nobility,. nor 


could it be called mean. He was of a very good) 


My —- ne, 
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Size, had an engaging Countenance and a ruddy 
Complexion, had ſo ftrong a Voice, that when he 
ſpoke in the Camp, he might be heard a thouſand 
Paces; he wore his Hair in natural Buckles, and 
which was ſo black that he was called Niger from 
thence. He drank a great deal, but eat little. He 
had been ſeveral Times Conſul, and had gone 
through many important Employments civil and 
military with great Applauſe, having always behaved 
with Prudence and Moderation. He had given, 
upon all Occaſions, undoubted Proofs of his Zeal, 
and Attachment to the Publick Good. Very rigo- 
rous in Point of military Diſcipline, keeping the Sol- 
diers ſtrictly to their Duty, as well by Remonſtran- 
ces as his own Example, making them carefully a- 
void Luxury and every Thing that was likely to di- 
miniſh their Courage; for happening to be encamp- 
| ed near the Nile, and the Soldiers deſiring he would 
allow them Wine, he anſwered that he was ſurprized 
at their Requeſt, conſidering how near they were to 
the River. He is accuſed of having been a great 


Diſſembler, ambitious, fickle, and à Slave to his 


Pleaſures, which coſt him the Empire. It was ſaid 
of him! that he was a good Soldier, an excellent 
Officer, an admirable General, an illuſtrious Conſul, 
a Perſon who ſignalized himſelf in Peace and War, 
but an unfortunate Emperor; and when his Vir- 
tues are compared with his Vices, it will be found ® 
that the former were not ſuch as to intitle him to 
great Commendations, nor did he; by the latter, de- 
ferve to be called a bad Man. 

Septimus Severus was a Native of Lepris in Afri- 
ca. His Name agreed very well with his Humour, 
for in effect he was cruel, vindictive and furious. 
He was reckoned the moſt covetous Prince of all the 

| Emperors, 


3 Spart. vit. Piſcen. Nig. ® Dio, lib. 74- 
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Emperors; for, in his Actions and Projects, he had 
never any Thing in View but his own Advantage. 


Never was Man a greater Maſter of Diſſimulation, 


ſo that his Heart ® and his Tongue never agreed; as. 
he was cunning and deceitful, he expreſſed the 
greateſt Friendſhip for ſuch as were moſt deſirous to- 
deceive, concealing his deep Deſigns under a fair 
Appearance of Openneſs and Sincerity, being neither 
afraid nor aſhamed to make uſe of the moſt execra- 
ble Oaths and Imprecations, that People might give 
Credit to what he ſaid, in order to deceive the more 
eaſily. He was very ſkilful in the Art of War, to- 
which he had the greateſt Genius of any of the Ra- 
nan Emperors, and eſpecially knew how to conduct 
an Army perfectly well.» As he was vigilant 
and indefatigable, and had in ſhort, all the Requi- 
ſites that are neceſſary to make a compleat Gene- 
ral; ſo it may be ſaid, that he was more obliged to 
his own extraordinary Talents ? for his Preferment, 
than to Fortune. He was an Enemy, not only 
to Idleneſs, but even to Reſt, for when he had but 
a few Moments to live, he aſked if there was not 
ſomething to do. He had a very vigorous and ro- 
buſt Conſtitution 3 till he was violently attacked with 
the Gout. He had a great deal of Majeſty in his: 


\Countenance, his Hair was fair and curled, wore his. 


Beard long, and had a moſt harmonious Voice. He 
was not expenſive either in his Cloaths or Table. 
In his Youth he had been guilty of very bad Acti- 
ons, notwithſtanding which, by the Favour of his. 
Uncle Septimus Severus, he was made a Senator. 
Marcus Aurelius gave him the Quæſtorſnip, and af- 
terwards named him Proconſul of Africa, where he 
gave a very brutal Inſtance of his Severity; for an 
; eminent 


„ Herodian, lib. 2. Dio. Rh , Þ® a 
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eminent Citizen of Lepris meeting him one Day in 
the Street, and going to embrace him, thinking, that 
as there had formerly been a great Intimacy be- 

tween them, he might venture to take that Liber- 

ty; but Severus ordered that he ſhould be immedi- 
ately beaten with a Stick, ſaying at the fame Time, 

7 my Friend, take care another Time how you treat 

a Roman Magiſtrate with too much Familiarity, 

Commadus promoted him ſtill higher at the Requeſt 

of Lætus his Favourite, for after having given him 

ſeveral Employments, in all which he behaved with 
great Rigour, he made him Commander in chief of 

all the Armies in /!lyria. 55 

Such were the three Generals that revolted againſt 

Julian, and who diſputed for the Empire. Rome 

and all the Provinces were divided into Factions, 

Parties, and Cabals: The Horrors of the famous 
Triumvirate, which coſt Rome ſo much Blood, 

were renewed. Of theſe three Competitors Niger 

ſeemed the moſt powerful, for beſides that his Com- 
mand was the moſt conſiderable, as it extended not 
only all over Syria, but reached alſo through Phe- 
nicia, and all the Countries bordering upon the Eu- 
phrates. Beſides he had the Affections of the Ro- 
mans, who looked upon him as a Man extremely 
zealous for the Republick, and the only Perſon that 
could make them amends for the Loſs of Pertinax, 
whoſe Virtues they ſaid he poſſeſſed. He was ex- 
tremely beloved by the Troops, and much eſteemed 
in Syria, where he had governed with the greateſt 

Lenity and Mildneſs. | DOT 

Severus was neither ſo well beloved, nor ſo pow- 
erſul; but he was more active, more laborious, and 
more crafty than Niger ; very ſkillful at making the 
* molt of Conjectures and Events, and no body ſo 

| | - capable 
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Importance. As 
for Albinus, the only Thing in which he ſurpaſſed 
the other two was his Age; * fo he was reckoned 
more capable of making another Perſon Emperor 
than of being a good Emperor himſelf. 

Niger was informed of what paſſed at Rome; he 
was told that the People only waited for him to 


Wirz or Drv1vs Jun 


chuſe him Emperor, that they hated Julian, and 


that even the Soldiers, that raiſed him to the T'brone, 
could not encure him. In ſhort they adviſed him 
not to delay a Moment his coming to Rome, where 


all the World was for him. Niger, who was not 


inclined to take ſo important a Step without mature 
Conſideration, aſſembled the Officers of his Army, 
and the principal People of Hria, to whom he com- 
municated the Letters he had received from Rome. 


They all ſolicited him to take the Advantage of the 


favourable Diſpoſition of the People in Regard to 
him, and promiſed to expoſe their Lives for his Ser- 
vice. Niger was very glad to find them ſo zealous 


for his Intereſts, but, that they might never after- 


wards accuſe him of having undertaken this Affair of 
himſelf, „I proteſt to you (ſaid he) that it is not Am- 
« bition that prompts me to deprive Julian of the 
« Empire, but T cannot refuſe the Roman People 
«the Aſſiſtance they require of me againſt a Ty- 
rant that oppreſſes them. * The Empire ſtands in 


need of ſome body to manage it; I am invited 
to Rome for that Purpoſe, but I will do nothing 


e without your Approbation; for ſince you are wil- 


ling to partake with me the Dangers and 'Diffi- 


“e culties of this Undertaking, it is but reaſonable 
{© that I ſhould be guided by your Counſels.” No- 
thing was then to be heard but Acclamations and 

Shouts 
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Shouts of Joy; the Army and the People ftroye 
who ſhould firſt proclaim him Emperor, he was in- 
veſted with the Purple Robe, and all the other Im- 
perial Ornaments, he was conducted in Ceremony 
into the Temples of Antioch, and afterward to his 
Houſe, which they had taken care to adorn with all 
the Marks of Sovereignty. Fame ſoon carry'd the 
News of his Election to the moſt diſtant Provinces, 
and Ambaſſadors arrived from all the neighbouring 
Kings and Satrapes, to congretulate him upon his 
Elevation to the Empire, and to offer him their Aſ- 
ſiſtance. He received them with all poſſible Tokens 
of Gratitude and Generoſity, thanked them for their, 
Civilities, but anſwered, that he hoped there would 
be no occaſion to take up Arms, or ſhed Blood to 
eſtabliſh his Empire. In Effect, (imagining that 
he had nothing to fear) inſtead of going directly to 
Name to get his Election confirmed by the Senate, 
be amuſed himſelf with one Diverſion or other at 
Antioch, and endeavouring to gain the Hearts of the 
© Syrians by entertaining them with Games, Shows, 


and Races; which were extremely agreeable to thoſe 


People, who are very fond of Things of that 
Nature. 3 
Severus, in the mean Time, being well informed 
of all theſe Matters, and ſeeing the Empire expoſed 
in a Manner to any body that could ſeize it, aſſum- 
ed in Pannonia the Title of Emperor; but he took 
his Meaſures with more Caution, for having exagge- 
rated to the Officers of his Army and the Soldiers, 
the miſerable Condition to which the Empire was 
reduced by the Unworthineſs of him whom the Præ- 
toriaus had choſen for Money, and by that means 
had rendered vena! the firſt Dignity in the World, 
de repreſented to them the inhuman Maſſacre of the 
Emperor Pertinax, whoſe Merit they were well ac- 
quainted with, having ſo often experienced bis 


Goodneſs 


2 
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Goodneſs when they ſerved under him. He then 
encouraged them to revenge that horrible Murder, 
and concealing his Deſign with this ſpecious Pre- 
tence, he knew ſo well how to manage them, that 
they proclaimed him Emperor with great Demon- 
ſtrations of Joy, and gave him the Sirname of Perti- 
nax, which was much reſpected in {{l7:4., He did 


not ſtop there, for he diſtributed a great Sum of 
Money among the Troops; he made magnificent 
Promiſes to the Officers of his Army, and the Gas 
vernors of Provinces, without the leaſt Intention to 


perform them. He drew in, by his Cunning and 
Intrigues, the Armies in Gaul; u and after he had ſe- 
cured all thoſe from whom he thought he had any 
Thing to fear, he determined to ſet out directly for 
Rome. But as he was not one of thoſe who look nofur- 
ther than the preſent, he reflected that, after having 
conquered Julian, V he was to have Niger and Albinus 
to deal with. The firlt indeed, did not appear very 
formidable, becauſe of his Indolence and want of 


Activity; and he deſpiſed the ſecond, as being, i "2 
his Opinion, a greater Lover of Pleaſure than Glo- 


ry, and not capable of conducting any noble Enter» 
prize; * but he was much afraid of having them 
doth upon his Hands at once, which it was his Bu- 


ſineſs by all means to hinder. In order to effect 


this, he made uſe of a Stratagem, which ſucceeded 
perfectly well ; he enter'd into a falſe Treaty with 
one of his Competitors, to prevent their coming to 
a real Agreement. He thought it would be a vain 
Attempt to make any Propoſals to Niger, who was 
ſo elevated with the Invitations he had received 
from Rome, that he could never be brought to com- 
pound for any Thing leſs than the Empire : But he 


concluded' 


1 Spart. in Sever. ) Dio. lib. 22. Herod, 
W. 2. 


bo WS, 


4 118 


5 +6 


232 MAN LIASCANTILIA, 


concluded that Albinus would probably lend a fa- 
vourable Ear to his Offers, becauſe he knew him to 
be naturally credulous. Beſides, Severus imagined 
it was more for his Intereſt to treat with HAlbinus, 
who being much nearer to him than Niger, might 
be in a Condition, with the Troops he commanded 
in England, to diſpute the Empire with him. It 
was therefore to him that he addreſſed himſelf, by 


-Fending him a truſty Officer with a very complaiſant 


Letter. He communicated to him his Deſign of 
delivering Rome from the Tyranny with which it 
groaned under Julian; made him an Offer of di- 
viding the Sovereign Authority with him; he even 
ſolicited and exhorted him to take upon himſelf the 
Government of the Empire, which, ſaid he, ſtands 
in ſo great Need of a Chief nobly deſcended, and eve- 


ry way qualified to reſtore it to its ancient Splendour, 


which 1s not to be met with but in you. And, in 


order the more effectually to deceive and take from 
bim all Grounds of Miſtruſt, he wrote a Letter to 
the Senate full of Commendations of Albinus, who, 

he ſaid, was worthy of the Throne; and immedi- 


ately cauſed Money to be coined with his Effigies, 


which he induſtriouſly diſperſed Abroad, and erected 
Statues in Honour of him as to an Emperor. 


© Mbinus was the more eaſily drawn into this Snare, 
as he did not love Fatigue or Trouble, though his 
Valour was never called in Queſtion. He flatter'd 
himſelf with the Hopes of enjoying the Sovereign- 
ty without running any risk to acquire it. He ac- 
cepted then the Offer of Severus, and remained ve- 
ry quiet in England, waiting for the Iſſue of this im- 
portant Affair. | 
Severus having nothing more to fear from that 
Quarter, endeavoured to convince his Troops that 
they were all perfectly ſafe with Reg ird to Niger. 
Can you, ſa)s he, apprehend any Dan er * the 


DB a „ =», ww + . r . e a Y IS eo. a 


= C2 3» ©. tt £0 


Wir Z or Dip ius JuLianus. 233 
Army in Syria, which is compoſed of voluptuous and 


effeminate Orientals, who have never been accuſtomed 
zo the Hardſhips of War ? You ſee that Niger, inſtead 
of haſtening 19 Rome, is plunging himſelf into all the 
Luxuries of Antioch, and gives his Legions no other 
Occupation than that of ſeeing Sports and Shows. 
Know (ſaid he, with a confident and haughty Air, 
that at the firſt Report of my Ele&ion, the Syrian Le- 
gions wil be glad to join me, My Name is not un- 
known to them, and they will not be deſirous of contend- 
ing with my Troops, who, they are well aſſured, ſur- 
paſs them in Number as well as in Courage and Ex- 
perience. Come, let us, without further Loſs of 
Time, ſet out for Rome, and we * fee that all 
Ob/tacles will ſoon fall before us. We will revenge 
the deplorable Death of that venerable old Man, of 
Pertinax, who was ſo worthy to. command, and whoſe 
Virtues you can never be unmindful of .—T his Speech 
ſo encouraged the Soldiers that they were eager to 
march, and wiſhed for nothing ſo much as the 
Word of Command, Severus, like a crafty and 
experienced Man, took Advantage of this Ardour, 
and immediately ſteered towards Rome, without 
quitting his Arms, or loitering upon the Road, but 
juſt ſufficient to give them Time to breathe. He in- 
ſinuated himſelf wonderfully into their Affections 
during this long March, by living with them in a 
familiar Way, without Ceremony or Diſtinction. 
He conſtantly wore his Armour, far'd juſt as his 
Soldiers did, and in ſhort put himſelf more upon the 
footing of a Companion than a General. 

The News of Severus's Approach ſoon reached 


Rome. Fulian, who did not in the leaft ſuſpect 


bim, was ſtrangely ſurprized when he heard of his 
Revolt; he went immediately to the Senate, and 
oblig' d them to declare Severus an Enemy to the 
Republick: They allo pronounced the ſame Sen- 

h tence 
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tence againſt the Soldiers of his Army, if they did 
not quit him, and return to their Allegiance in a cer- 
tain Number of Days. In Conſequence of which, 
Aguilius, who had cauſed the Death of ſo many Se- 
nators under Commodus, was ſent to aſſaſſinate Seve- 
rus; and Valerius Catulinus was appointed to take the 
Command of the Forces in his ſtead, as if it had 
been ſo eaſy a Matter for a Senator to diſplace a 
General at the Head of ſuch a numerous Body 
of Troops who ador'd him. In the mean Time, 

ulian made great Preſents to the Prætorians, be- 
Iides paying them all that he had formerly promiſ- 
ed, in order to beſpeak their Favour. He cauſed 
ſome Regiments of Horſe to enter the Town, and 
ſent for the Marines from the Port of Miſſena. 
Nothing was then to be ſeen in Rome but Buſtles 
and Confuſion, Arms, Encampments, and Troubles, 
as if it had been an Enemy's Country. The Soldi- 
ers, * Horſes, and Elephants were regularly trained 
and exerciſed to prepare them for Battle, which 
threw the Citizens into great Conſternation; in the 
midſt of which, however, no body could forbear 
laughing to ſee Julian very bufy in fortifying the 
Palace with Gates and Iron Bars, remembring that 
Pertinax would not have been killed if the Prætori- 
ans had found him ſo well prepared; fooliſh Pre- 
cautions, which ſufficiently ſhewed the Timidity 
of that Prince, and only ſerved to expoſe him to the 
"Ridicule of all the World. It was then that he 
cauſed Martia and Lætus to be put to death: The 
Divine Juſtice had decreed that the Murderers of 
Commodus, ſhould ſooner or later meet with their 
Deſert; for Aſſaſſins have nothing better to 


expect. 
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In the mean Time Severus having taken all the 


Towns in Italy, throughout which the Terror of fo 


formidable an Army had ftruck a general Pa- 
nick, drew near to Rome. apace; and had already 
found Means, by one Stratagem or other, to intro- 
duce a great many of his Soldiers. This quite diſ- 
concerted Julian, who could perceive that every 
Body was ready to forſake him, and join with the 
Conqueror. The Prætorians, who had given him 
the Empire, were no longer able to defend him, if 
they had been never ſo willing ; for having been long 
accuſtomed to Pleaſure and Idleneſs, they were fo 
deſtitute of Skill and Courage as to be ſcarce capa- 
ble of any military Functions, and beſides, had no 
real Affection for Julian. In this Perplexity he aſ- 
ſembled the Senate, and requeſted that they would 
depute ſome of their Body, together with the Prieſts 
and Veſtal Virgins, towards Severus, > to entreat 


him not to diſturb the Peace of the Town, and de- 
ſtroy the Liberties of the Republick, as if a few re- 


ligious Ceremonies could be of Force enough to ſtop 
the Soldiers, who are ſeldom much troubled with 
Qualms of that Nature. For which Reaſon the Se- 
nate repreſented to him, how much in vain it, would 
be to have recourſe to ſuch fruitleſs Expedients ; and 
Quintillus, who had been Conſul, took the Liberty 
to tell him, that a Prince who had not Courage 9 
fight his Enemies, was not worthy of the Empire, 
and this bold Reproach was ſupported by ſeveral 
other Senators. Julian was ſo provoked, that he 
immediately ordered the Soldiers to compel the Se- 
nate to obey, or elſe to fall upon them and make a 
general Maſſacre; but as he found his Authority te 
be extremely weakened, he thought proper to drop 
his fooliſh and mad Intention, an d going in Perſon 


o 


d Spart vit. Julian. 


n 


336 MANL IA SCANTILLA, 

to the Senate. he cauſed them to make a Decree, by 
which he aſſ i ciated Severus with himſelf in the Em- 
Pire, and ſent Criſpinus to him with the Decree, but 
had given him ſecret Orders to deſtroy him. Se— 
verut, being not eaſily impoſed upon, ſuſpeCted the 
Matter, refuſed the Propoſal, ſent Julian Word that 
he would rather have him for an Enemy than a Col- 
legue, and, by the Advice of his Officers, ſent after 
Criſpinus, had him arreſted and put to Death, which 
was acknowledged to be the juſt Puniſhment of his 
baſe Undertaking. Thus this unworthy Emperor, 
not knowing which Way to turn him, had recourſe 
. toftrange, extravagant, and unuſual religious Ceremo- 
nies, ridiculouſly hoping by thoſe Means to change 
the Hearts of the Remans, and make the Arms 
drop out of the Hands of his Enemies. He alſo 
took it in his Head to make uſe of certain magical 
Enchantments, by Way of learning what was to 
happen to him ; but he got nothing by his impious 
Curioſity; for the near Approach of Severus, to whom 
all the Towns had very readily ſubmitted, ſoon 
taught him that a great deal more than his iniqui- 
tous Sacrifices was neceſſary to diſarm thoſe victo- 
rious Legions ; and that if magical Operations can 
hurt any Body, it is only thoſe who practiſe them, 
In this Extremity he had a mind to give up the Em- 
pire to Pompeianus, Son-in-law to Marcus Aurelius, 
who was then at Terracina ; * but that wiſe Sena- 
| | tor, 


* Pompetanus had a Houſe at Terracina, whither he al- 
ways retired when any Change happened at Court, or 
When he found it neceſſary to ſkreen himſelf againit 
whatever Attempts the Emperors might make to deſtroy 
him. Pertinax offered him the Empire, but he excuſed 
himſelf on Account of his great Age, and a Diſorder 
which he complained of in his Eyes, and which, howe- 
ver, was reported to be only a pretended one ; for be 
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tor, who looked upon this Offer as on a Gift which 
was not in Julian's Power to make him a Preſent of, 
returned him Thanks in a very civil Manner, but. 
leaded his uſual Infirmities, and excuſed himſelf. 
At laſt Julian being quite at a Loſs what to do, and 
forſaken by all the World (even the Prætorians 
that choſe him) upon Severus's promiſing them that 
they ſhould be forgiven, provided they gave him no 
Oppolition, and deliver'd up to him the Murder- 
ers of Pertinax, retired with Repentinus his Son- in- 
Jaw into the Palace, and there began to lament and 
bewail his miſe:able Condition, : 

In the mean Time Meſſala, who was Conſul, 
having aſſembled the Senate in the Temple of Mi- 
nerva, laid before them the State of Affairs. The 
Death of Julian was the firſt Article of their Deli- 
beration. Severus was declared Emperor, and it 
was alſo reſolved that Pertinax ſhould have divine 
Honours. They immediately made two Deputa- 
tions, very different from each other, The moſt 
conſiderable of the Senators were ſent to Severus to 
carry him the [mperial Ornaments, and to. invite 
him to Rome, to take Poſſeflion of the "Throne, 
which the Senate prayed him to accept of. At the 


ſame 


wards the End of Commodus's Reign, finding that that 
Tyrant had put to Death the mot illuſtrious of the Sena» 
tors, he was violently ſeized with the Pain in his Eyes, 
and never appeared in the Senate; but as ſoon as Per- 
tinax (whom he knew to bea wiſe and good Prince) was 
on the Throne, he went to the Senate as formerly, and 
had no further Ailment. Again; when Pertinax was 
maſſacred, his Pain return'd, and he retired to Terracina, 
where he was when Julian ſent for him to offer him the 
Empire, but his Eyes would not permit him to accept of 
it; which, nevertheleſs, would not in all Probability have 


been any Hindrance to him if another Pertinax had been 
elected. ; 
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ſame Time others were diſpatched to kill Fulidn, 
They found him in the Palace in a Way that 


"5 Ho rould move Compaſſion, and endeavouring in vain 
to implore the Clemency of Severus, to whom he 


offered to yield the Empire, and defired only that 
they ſhould ſuffer him to live, The Tribune, 
without minding his Expoſtulations, executed his 
Orders, and diſpatched him, the unhappy Prince 
crying out all the While : What harm have I done ? 
have I put any Body to Death ? Thus the unfortu- 
nate Julian purchaſed, at the Expence of his Life, 


. the Pleaſure of reigning two Months. 


The Death of this poor Emperor occaſioned (as 
may well be ſuppos'd) the moſt bitter Affliction to 
Scantilla his Wife, and to Didia Clara their 
Daughter. We have ſeen that at their firſt En- 
trance into the Palace, they had a Sort of Fore- 
knowledge of what was to happen, and that the 
had the Mortification of ſeeing it verified by the tra- 
gical End of this Prince, which was entirely owing 
to their Ambition and imprudent Advice. They 
begged of Severus to give them leave to bury himin 
the Tomb of his Anceſtors. The new Emperor 
did not refuſe them this Requeſt. He granted them 
their Lives, but diveſted them of the Eblime Title 
of Auguſt, and took from Didia Clara the Patrimo- 


ny that her Father had ſettled upon her. Thus 


theſe two Princeſſes, after enjoying for a very 
ſhort Time the Shadow of Empire, fell into their 
original Obſcurity; as if the higheſt Rank in the 
Univerſe had been lent them for two Months, only 
that Fortune might have an Opportunity of making 
them feel more ſenſibly the Weight of their 
Diſgrace. 
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85 UL TIA, Wife of Severus, was one of the Em- 
"> / preſſes that made moſt Noiſe in the World. 
e Her Exaltation, Gallantries, Love of the Sciences, 
m and her Eſteem for learned Men, her Troubles, and 


ror even her Death, have made her Name famous in 
en I Hicory. Fortune drew her * from a middling Con- 
itle dition, raiſed her to the firſt Dignity of the World, 
no Wand afterwards plunged Her into the deepeſt A fflieti- 
hus \ ons; ſo that the different Events, of which her 
er) Whtory is compoſed, the *Sorrows, Anxieties and 
ml oontradictions the (ſuffered, the ſecret Vexations 
oh that agitated her Heart under the Appearance of 


K Grandeur, and amidſt all the Pomp and Splendour 
ing What ſurrounded her, have made even a Heathen con- 
their ls, that there is no Rank ſo elevated, nor no Proſ- 
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perity ſo compleat as to afford ſolid Happineſs upon 


Prieft of the Sun, which the Phænicians adored un- 
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| Julia Domna Pia was born at Emeſſa, a Town in 
Phaenicia, Daughter of Julia Sotmias, and of Baſſius 


der the Name of Flagabulus. She had a Siſter cal. 
led Fulia Meſa, who by her Marriage with Julius 
Avitus, a Native of Apamea, had two Daughters 
Semia and Mamia; the eldeſt was Mother of A. 
vitus Baſſianus, known afterwards by the Name of 
Heliogabalus ; and of Mamea, who was the youngeſt, 
was born Varius Alexianus, who was afterwards 
called Alexander Severus. Fulia's Family was not W 
very illuſtrious, but the high Rank to which this H 
rian arrived, made amends for any Deficiency in 
Paint of Deſcent. We ſhall ſee that theſe four 0 
Women had no ſmall Share in the Affairs of the g, 
Empire, during the Reigns of Severus, Caracalla, iſ 1; 
Macrinus, Heliogabalus and Alexander. al 
Julia had a large Stock of Beauty, and naturally 
the ſtrongeſt Inclinations to make a very bad uſe 0 
of it. Every Body that ſaw her was captivated with 
her Charms, many found her far from cruel, and 
her licentious Life ſufficiently proved that Beauty 
and Diſcretion are not often to be met with in the 
fame Perſon. She had a moſt agreeable Humour, 
and Wit in abundance, but was artful, 4 malicious, 
and full of Diſſimulation, as the Syrians generally are. 
She had a very fertile Imagination, a wonderful Fu y;, 
cility in penetrating the moſt difficult Affairs, and af Cr 
true a Diſcernment, that among a Variety of Sent wit! 
ments and Opinions, ſhe ſeldom failed to chuſe i xn 
beſt; for which Reaſon the Emperor Severus, wif te- 
was well acquainted with his Wife's exalted Geri) 
us, conſulted her upon all important Occaſion 

| | 6M 


* 


© Spon. 1ect.er, cur. d' Antiq. d Spart. in Cara 


Wir E OF SEVERUS, 241 


and was frequently guided by her Councils. She 
had a juſt Way of Thinking, a peculiar Grace in, 
Speech, and an elegant Manner of Writing: She 
vas capable of the moſt intricate, Intrigues of the 
Cabinet; ſo that it is generally believed that Cara- 
calla had no Miniſter or Secretary of State, who, 
could better acquit himſelf in the Duties of his, 
Employment than Julia his Mother did, as long as 
ſhe managed Affairs. She cultivated. thoſe rare 
Talents ſhe had received from Nature by a cloſe 
Application to Learning, Philoſophy, Geometry, 
and all the Sciences: ſhe alſo; ſpent a large Propor-. 
tion of her Time © in the vain. Study of judical 
Aſtrology ; and loved to be in the Company of So- 
phiſters and other learned Men, whoſe Converſati- 
on ſhe much admired. Happy would it have been 
for her if ſhe had never deſired any that was more 
dangerous; and if, whilſt ſhe was nouriſhing: her. 
Mind with Philoſophical Ideas and Notions, ſhe had 
alſo furniſhed her Heart with wiſe and uſeful M 


Ax 


licious, 


ans Aeg hg as nie to, . 

My areſ She was always then in high Spirits, full of Life and 

ful Fa Vivacity, which could not fail te, procure her a 
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Changes and Revolutions that happened in that 
Place. She depended entirely on her Beauty, and 


taken notice of, as alſo of the 


chat after he was become Emperor he erected Sta. 


1 

noured her. This charming Syrian was alſo 25 
greedy of Honours as of 'Pleaſure, and her Heart 
(foftened as it was with Luxury) was full as ſuſcepti- 
ble of Ambition as of any other Paſſion, which was 
mightily nouriſhed and fortified by the Hopes * of 


that high and brilliant Fortune, which her Horoſ- 


cope had promiſed her, | 

Julia was in the Heighth of her Beauty when ſhe 
left Phenicia to diſplay her Charms at Rome; for, 
whether ſhe had any particular Buſineſs that obli- 


ged her to undertake that Journey, or that, being 


elated with flattering Hopes frum her noble Extrac- 


ble enough to, afford her Opportunities of puſhing 
her Fortune: Whatever was the Reaſon of her 
quittting her own Country, ſhe arrived-at that Capi- 
tatof the World, which ſhe looked upon as the pro- t 
per Theatre for her to appear on, in order to raiſe 
herſelf, and which ſhe thought would the more ea- 
ſily be brought about there, becauſe of the frequent 


| 

| 

| 

t 

tion, ſhe did not think Emeſſa a Town conſidera- 
F 

0 

tl 


her own Skill in managing it to the beſt Advantage, 
together with the favourable Predictions ſhe had of 
her future Grandeur; nor was ſhe miſtaken in her 
Conjectures, for, ſoon after, ſhe was marry'dö to 
Senerus, whoſe Birth and F _ we have already 
Employments with 
which Marcus Aurelius had honoured him. 
exercis*d that of Tribune of the People when he 
marry'd Martia, of whoſe Family and Country, 
we'do not find that any certain Account can be 
given; nor have we any Proofs of either her Vir- 
tue or of her Huſband's Affection for her, only this, 
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tuesin Honour of her Memory, though ſhe had 
deen long dead. Severus had two Daughters by 
her, both of which (according to a modern Author} 
were called Septimia, after their Father: # We ſhall 
f ſee what was their Deſtiny. Martia died ſoon af- 
- ter Severus's Return from Gaul, and it was not 
long before he had Thoughts of a ſecond Marriage. 
e He had had, for a conſiderable Time paſt, * certain 
, Preſages of the Sovereign Authority. Theſe pleaſ- 
i- W ing Augurs flattered, very agreeably, bis Ambi- 
8 tion, and as he was not a Man to neglect any 
c- W Thing that could contribute to his Advancement, 
a- be looked out for a Wife who might enter into his 
ng Pretenſions and affiſt his Projects. In order to find 
ir one proper for his Purpoſe, he ſecretly conſulted: 
pi- Wl the Aſtrologers about the Perſons that were propoſed 
ro- to him, and particularly whether they were deſtined 
aile to high Advancement, for he had great Faith 
ca- Wl in thoſe Fooleries and Superſtitions. He was told 
ent Wl there was a Syrian Woman, concerning whom, 
the moſt ſkilful Augurs had foretold that who- 
ever marry'd her would one Day be Emperor. 
Theſe pompous Hopes and Expectations Severus 
reckoned: as the greateſt Merit in Julia, for though 
her Beauty was ſufficient to captivate any Heart, 
yet Severus laid a much greater Streſs upon 
the extraordinary Degree of Power and Authority 
he was to acquire by her Means. The Conformi- 
ty there ſeemed to be between what was foretold of 
him, and the Predictions concerning Julia, made 
him believe that they were marked out for each 
other; ſo that Severus's Thoughts were from that 
R 1 ne Time, 
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Time, employed only about the Manner of accom- 


pliſhing this Marriage, for which Purpoſe he ſet his 
Friends to work, and they met with all the Succeſs 
they could defire. Severus made a very conſidera- 
ble Figure at Court, having received from the 
Emperor great Marks of his Efteem, ſor though he 
had: many Faults, yet he was too cunning not to 
conceal them. - So Julia, looking upon him as a 
Man who could not fail of Preferment, accepted his 
Nropoſals. Theſe Nuptials were celebrated in the 
Temple of Venus i near the Palace, and the Em- 
preſs Faxftiza, who would needs honour the Cere- 
mony with her Preſence, was ſo officious as to 
gauſe an Apartment to be. prepared for them in 


b>!Severzs amidſt all the matrimonial Pleaſures. was 
not unmindful of his Interefts: He was perſwaded 
that an idle voluptuous Life would neither conduct 
him to Glory nor Promotion, and that nothing leſs 
than an extraordinary Reputation, was capable of 
raiſing a Man to Employments of Importance; ſo 
he was determined to lay hold of every Opportuni- 
ty of ſhewing his Talents. Marcus Aurelius, who 
ſet a great Value upon him, made him Governor of 
Gaul, and he behaved there with ſo much Modera- 
tion, that he wonderfully gained the Hearts and At- 
fections of thoſe People. Julia, who accompanied 
ber Huſband in his Journey, * lay in at Lyons of a 
Son whom they called Baſſianus, after his Grand- 


Fatber by the Mother's Side, and who was after- 


ads: ſir named Caracalla, and about two. Yeats 
after i ſhe had another Son at Roms called œhœeſa. 


2c:Jt!'s not neceſſary to mention here the Troubles 


in which Rome was involved after the Murder of 


Cammodus, having already treated of thoſe Matters; 
Ps :- 0-40 
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as alſo of Severus Pretence for conducting to 
Rome the Army that he commanded, and which 
had declared him Emperor. As ſoon as they were 
informed of his Approach, the Senate (who out of 
Complaiſance to Julian, had declared him an Ene- 
my to the State, which had extremely diſobliged him 

being apprehenſive that he would revenge the Af- 
front, were very deſirous to make Peace with him, 
and by all the Means they could think of, endea- 
voured to deſerve his good Will. A Hundred of 
the Senators went to the Camp to pay him their 
1- Wl Reſpects, and congratulate him upon his Arrival in 
ente Name of the whole Body. Severus declared 
to chat he was only come to revenge the Murder: of 
in Pertinax, and as this was the honourable Motive of 


his Errand, and with which he covered his Ambiti=" 


725 WW on, he puniſhed very rigorouſly all thoſe that were 
led WM concerned in that Prince's Death. He ordered. the 
Prætorians to come to him, not with their Arms, 
but adorned with Laurel Branches, in the ſame 
of Manner as when they aſſiſted at the Shows or any 

lo publick Ceremony. He made them believe they 


anl- were to take the Oath of Fidelity, and flatter- '- * 


who WW ed.them with fine Promiſes. The Prætorians, not 
r of WI miſtcuſting any Thing, made their Appearance ac- 

cordingly, unarm'd and cover'd with Laurel, as 
upon a rejoicing Day. But they were no ſooner 
come into the Preſence of the Emperor, who was 
ſeated on a Throne, than, on a Signal that had been 
agreed upon, they were ſurrounded. by the Soldiers 
of the Army, who turning towards them the Points 
a their Spears and Javelins, put it qut of their 


booking on them with an Air of Indignation, 
(ſaid he) I intended to chaſtiſe you. in, Proportian 10 


F 


mbment rigorous erh, You have not; been aſbamed 
1 /L 3 k : to 


Fower, to make the leaſt Defence. Then 00 | 
it 


your Crimes, I. ſhould be at a Loſs to find out 4 Pu- 
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to dip your Hands in the Blood of that venerable old 
Man, and worthy Emperor, whom it was your Duty 
to have defended at the Expence of your Lives; and 
the Empire of the World, which our Anceſtors have 
looked upon as the greateſi Reward of Virtue, and an- 
cient Nobility, you have moſt ſcandalouſly ſet up te 
Cant, as a Thing of a ſmall Value. But what flill en- 
 hances your Guilt is, that, inſtead of maintaining Ju- 
lian in the Supreme Dignity which you were pleaſed 
1 1 bim, you have moſt per fidiouſly: betrayed him, 
However (baſe and unwirthy Mreicbes as you are) 
it is not my Intention to make you exptate, by your 
Death, that of Pertinax, whom you have brutally af- 
faſfinated, but on the other Hand, I will not truſt ny 
ſelf with Soldiers who make nothing of Perjury, and 


ie moſt heinous Crimes; whoſe Swords are yet be- 
near d withthe Blood of their Emperor whom they have 
: * maſſacred.” You ſhall be indebted to me for your Lives, 


underſerving as you are to breathe the common Air; but 

t that you may every where carry about ya the Mart; 

' "of that Fuſtice which I owe to the Memory of Perti- 
nax, I command my faithful Soldiers w firip you in- 

' "fRlantly of every military Ornament, which ſhall nt 
any longer be diſhonoured by you, and at the ſame Tine 
* T charge you at your Peril to be gone far from hence, and 
to ſuffer, in ſeme diſtant Place, the eternal Shame of 
jour infamous Actions; and if any of you be ever found 
within a hundred thouſand Paces of Rome, I. ſwear 
' that you ſhall be put to Death without Mercy. This 
Order was executed upon the Spot. Theſe mile- 
"Fable Aſaſſins were immediately diveſted of every 
Thing belonging to Soldiers, and baniſhed in the 
"moſt ignominious Manner. Severus was received 
in Rome with great Demonſtrations of Joy. Hi 
Entry was as magnificent as the moſt ſuperb Tn 
-umph. The Romans, to ſhew their Satisfaction 
' wore white Robes, and were crowned with "_ 


Sers = © -» mw 


Sr ge 


— © wt» Gd ite cw . r RM * „ 


ad 


* 


WIE or SEVERUS. 247 


d ers; the Senators in their ceremonious Habits fa- 
y luted the Emperor at the Gate of the Town, 
d and aſſured him of the Sincerity of their Vows. 
. for his proſperous Reign. That Day every thing 
. wore the Face of Joy and Gladneſs, and nothing 


19 was to be ſeen in the Streets but Flowers, 
1- Crowns of Laurel, and Fires in which were con- 
u ſumed great Quantities of Perfumes in Honour of 


'd the Emperor's Arrival. Nothing to be heard but 
n. Shouts and Acclamations; the People ſtriving 
e) with each other who ſhould ſhew the greatet* 
ur Marks of Efteem and Reſpect, and every Body 
ſ- ſo deſirous to ſee the Emperor, that prodigious 
my WM Numbers climbed upon Walls and other Emi- 


nd Wl nences to get a Sight of him and hear him ſpeak ; 


be- as if Fortune had preſented them with ſomethings 

ve quite new, and till then unheard of. 3 
en, Severus went the next Day to the Senate, and 

bat made a complaiſant Speech, but a very artful one. | 
rh; WM He proteſted that he would never have conſented = 
rti- Ml | to bis Election, but in order to revenge the Death _ 

in- ¶ of Pertinax, and to reſtore to the antient Families 
nat their former Glory and Splendor. That he would 

ime never put any Senator to Death except he were 


dot encourage or liſten to Slanderers; that in his 
und Manner of governing he would take Marcus Au- 
vear i relius for a Model, and that he would not only 
This take the Name of Pertinax, but alſo his Character. 
niſe · This Project pleaſed much becauſe it was very 
very fine 5; but ſeveral of the old Senators, who had 
deen long acquainted with Severus, whiſpered that 
it Would not be prudent to reckon. too much upon 
the Promiſes of an , artful Man, who had never 
kept his Word any further than was conſiſtent 
| with his Intereſt. In the mean Time the Senate 
decreed, to Severus all the Honours that had been 
92 M 4 giy en 
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given to the preceding Emperors - neither was 


Julia forgot? The. Senate conſerred upon ber 


the Title of Huguſt, together with that of Mo- 
ther of the Republick and of the Armies, and ſe- 
veral others that Flattery thought proper to invent. 
Then were the happy Predictions accompliſhed : 
She ſaw herſelf exalted to that Rank, which her 
Birth had giving her Hopes of, nor was ſhe at all 
| inclined to loſe or wave any of her Privileges, for 
Elevation and Proſperity did not. fail to produce in 
her the ordinary Effects, Pride and Inſolence. 
Inoxicated with her high. Fortune, ſhe remembred 
no more by what Steps ſhe had climbed up to it. 
- She treated with Haughtineſs, and even Contempt, 

the greateſt "Perſons: in the Empire; and looked 
pon herſelf as infinitely fuperior to thoſe who, a 


ftle before, were greatly above her. 


Severus gained mightily the Hearts of the R:- 
mans, by procuring Immortality to Pertinax, whoſe 
Memory every Body had the greateſt Reſpect for, 
as alſo by the Sports and Rejoicings that followed 
- his Entry into Rome. The Marriage of the two 
Princeſſes his Daughters, furniſhed him with another 
Opportunity of diverting the People with Games 


and Shows. One of them he gave to ' Aitiur 


whom he made Conſul, and the other to the 
Conſul Probus, upon whom he would have con- 
ferred the Government of the Town, but he was 
politick enough to- refuſe it, for, the better to 
make his Court to the Emperor, he alledged that 
He looked upon the Honour of being his Son- in- 
law to be infinitely above what that Employ- 
ment could procure him. Theſe Nuptials were 
celebrated with all the Pomp imaginable, for Se- 
verus omitted nothing that could poſſibly contri- 
bute to their Magnificence, knowing how accept- 
ad el thoſe ſumptuous Shows were to the mor 
53S: 1 14 
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He heaped F avours upon his two Sons-in- law, 


made ſeveral very uſeful Regulations, and having 
well ſettled Matters in Rome, he ſet out for the 
Eaſt to fight, Mer, who was ſo taken up with 


the Luxuries of Anlioch, that he never dreamed of 


War. Severus's Expedition was attended with all - 


the Succeſs he could deſire n. A bloody Battle 
was fought in Cilicia, 


where Niger's Troops 


were defeated, and he himſelf was forced to flee 
with Precipitation; but that did not ſave him, for 
he was wounded near Cizica, by ſome of Severus's - 
People, and was found half dead in a Bog. In 


this Condition he was brought to the 'Conqueror, 


who immediately ordered his Head to be ſtruck off, 


and ſent to Rome. | F 
The Emperor made a very cruel Uſe of his Vic- 


tory, for he put to Death moſt of the Senators . 


that had taken part with Niger, and banifbed the 
ret, He puniſhed rigorouſly thoſe Towns that 


had afforded him any Aſſiſtance, or ſhewn him 
any Affection. 


felt all tbat the Fury of the Soldiers and the Re- 


Byzantium (now C e 


ſentment of Severus were capable of; and N 8 | 


would have experienced the terrible Effects of his 


Indigpation, if the Empreſs Fulia had not ſtood in 
He cauſed Niger's Wife and Children to be put to 


Death, and by this extream Severity made him- 


ſelf very odious; for which Reaſon there was 


ſcarce any Body that did not wiſh to have Albinus 
for Emperor, becauſe of his ſweet Diſpoſition. . 


It is even credibly reported, that during Severus's 


Continuance in the Eaſt, many of the moſt i} u- 
ſtrious Senators wrote to Albinus and entreated : 


him to come to Rome; u which Severus being in- 
M 5 )Fim 


» Herodian, Spartian, ® Capitolin. in Albin. 


ap, and ſollicited Pardon for her Country. 
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250 11 
formed of, he conceived a mortal Hatred againſt 
Albinus, and endeavoured to get rid of him by 
all manner of baſe and treacherous Means ; but 
theſe oy turning to his own Confuſion, he de- 
clared War againft him without further, Ceremo- 
ny, and was. perſwaded thereto by Julia. This 
Princeſs perceiving that Albinus was much more 
beloved than Severus, and that the Number of 
his Well-wiſhers would prodigiouſly encreaſe if he 
had Time to make Friends and neceſſary Prepara- 
tions, put her Huſband upon breaking with him, 
and marching againſt him. She met with no 
great Difficulty in making the Emperor (over 
whom ſhe had acquired an abſolute Power) to do 
whatever ſhe had a mind. At the firſt Signal of 
we War, nothing was to be ſeen in the Empire 
but Troubles, Cabals, and Parties. Foreign Prin- 
ces, diſtant Towns, and even the Senators eſpou- 
ſed the Intereſts, ſome of Albinus and others of Se- 
verus; ſo that the People being fatigued with 
theſe Diſputes, which exhauſted both their Blood 
and Treaſure, declared openly that they were 
quite weary of them. Beſides this, there hap- 
pened a Sort of Prodigy that filled People's Minds 
with Fear and Superſtition ; for ® a kind of Fire 
appeared in the Air, ſo bright and flaming, that 
they were afraid the Town was going to be re- 
duced to Aſhes : But ſoon after, they were agree- 
ably recovered from this Apprehenfion, when they 
perceived a ſmall Shower like Dew to fall, and 
which ſeemed white like Silver. In effect, ſome 
having taken it in their Heads to waſh Pieces of 
Braſs with this Water, it gave them the Colour 
of Silver; but this Whiteneſs diſappeared in a 
little Time, and the Pieces remained Braſs as 
before. a | ; 

This 


© Dio, lib. 75. 


their Eſtates. His Revenge extended afterwards 
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This War was not proſperous to Albinus ; be 
was beaten near Lyons, and his Defeat ſecured the 
Empire ta Severus. Never was there heard of a 
Conquerer more brutally cruel ; he cut off Albi- 
nus's Head and ſent it to Rome; he put to Death 
the Wife and. Children of his Enemy, and fell 
with unparalleled Cruelty upon all his Adherents, 
and after having ſbed their Blood, he confiſcated 


to. Rome, where he. cauſed the ſtricteſt Search to 
be made after all thoſe of Albinus's Party, and 
under Pretence of puniſhing them, he ſeized upon 
their-Poſſeflions, and filled his Coffers with their 
Riches. Nothing was ſeen in the "Town but Ac- 
cufations, Executions, and Funerals. The nobleſt 
of; the Senators, Perſons that had been Conſuls, 
and Roman Knights, forfeited not only their 
Lives, but their Fortunes for ſuppoſed Crimes, 
which Severus immediately took Poſſeſſion of; 
for his Covetouſneſs was equa} to his Cru- 
elty: There never was an Emperor ſo greedy 
of Money. The vaſt Maſtes of Treaſure that he 
heaped up, only ſerved to whet his Appetite, and 
make him ſtill defire more. He exacted with 
the utmoſt Severity, the uſual Taxes, and in- 
vented new ones, for fear (ſaid he) of ſome un- 
foreſeen Accident; thus making his inſatiable Co- 
vetouſneſs paſs for wiſe Precaution, ſo that his 
Thirſt after Money was as fatal to Rome as the 
moſt cruel War. | 
It is aſtoniſhing that a Prince of ſuch a Tempet 
and fo inflexible in his Reſentments, ſhould be ſo 
inſenſible of his Wife's Gallantries, who indulg' c 
without Reſerve, thoſe Appetites that highly dit 11 
honoured both the Emperor and herſelf; for Se- "nl 
verus could not be ignorant that the Empreſs did |} 
not fcruple to abandon herſelf to her ſhame ful 
EW M 6 Plaus. 
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Pleaſures, which was known publickly to every 
Body. Severus however, ſo curl to all the reſt 4 
of the World, cartied his Complaiſance for her 4 
to ſuch a Degree, as to make bim ſeem to know I - 
nothing of thoſe Proſtitutions which he ought to 
have chaſtiſed. She was ſo artful, that by her 
- Infinuating and well- timed Careſſes, ſhe could calm 
him in the midſt of his Fury, and manage him as 
ſhe thought proper. In Effect, ſhe was ſo confi- 
dent of the Power ſhe had over him, that if 
ſome Hiſtorians are to be credited, ſhe was not 
afraid of entring into a Conſpiracy againſt him, 
being well aſſured that ſhe was able to extricate 
"herſelf, out of the Scrape, in caſe it ſhould come 
to be diſcovered ; aud juſt. ſo it happened, for in 
Spight of the certain Intelligence he had that his 
Wife was an Accomplice in the Plot, be gave 
her the greateſt Marks of Kindneſs and Affection, 
and 'treated her as well as if ſhe had been the 
beſt Wife in the World. This appeared upon 
th e following Occaſion, Severus being one Day 
ſo very deſirous to know who was to ſucceed. him, 
that it made a ſtrong Impreſſion on his Mind; he 
dreamed that a Perſon called Antoninus would reign 
after him, ſo that, taking it for granted that this 
was an infalli ble Prediction, he brought his Son 
Baſſtan, who was his Favourite, into the Camp, 
and gave him , the Name of Marcus Aurelius An- 

toninus, in the Preſence of all the Legions. - 
Julia who loved Geta, the younger of ber two 
Sons, much more than Baſſianus the eldeſt, re- 
preſented to him, that having giving to Baſſianus 
only the Sirname of Antoninus, which was a 
. Preſage of the Empire, he ſeemed to exclude his 
ſccond Son from that Dignity. Severus. er. 
8 ; . 1 | „ | 2t 
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that the Empreſs was deſirous that Geta ſhould 
have the ſame Chance with his Brother; had not 
the Power to-;refuſe her that Satisfaction; and 
though the Dream only called upon one Hutoni- 

nus to be Emperor, Julia's Will prevailed over 


] 

Complaiſance for her. He did not carry it fo far 
$ in regard to his Siſter. ' She had quitted Trin the 
f 


place of her Birth, and came to Rae, bringing 
R with her a Son that ſhe had. The fare ſhewed 
t her all the poſſible Honour and Reſpect, for her 
% being ſo nearly related to the Emperor, procured 
e her the Homage of all People of Quality and Diſ- 
e tinction; but all this was to be attributed to De- 
n cency and Politeneſs, not to her Merit ; for her 
is | coarſe and ruſtick Air, together with her not be- 
2 ing able to expreſs herſelf in Latin, but in a ridi- 


n, culous, Sort of Manner, inſtead of beſpeaking the 
he Favour of the People had a contrary Effect; and 
on furniſhed ſufficient Matter for Raillery and Laugh- 
ay ter. Severus, who ſaw nothing agreeable in his 
n, Sister, was aſhamed of her, and forry that ſhe 
came; for which reaſon he made them ſome T redapts 
and ſent. them both back again to Lepris. 

| About the ſame Time, Meſa, Siſter to 5" 
„Nec arrived alſo at Rome, and brought thither 
her two Daughters Seemia and Mamia. They 
met with a kinder Reception and 4 much civiler 
Treatment than the Emperor's Siſter, and to ſay 
the Truth, they were of quite different Charac- 


dent and virtuous, beyond the reach of Malice, of 
a 2 Genius capable of penetrating the moſt intricate 


his Sciences. Never was there a Woman that better 


ling MW underſtood the Practice or Conſtitution, ' as one 
hat may ſay, of the Court. She was as ſkilful at 
: concealing her own Sentiments, as at penetrating 


thoſe 
2 Herodian. Lamprid, Spartim. 


that of the Gods; ſo great was the Emperor's 8. 


ters. Meſa was a Lady of infinite Merit, pru- 
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thoſe of others, and how to make all Events turn 
to her Advantage. It was evident that the Eleva- 
tion of Heliogabalus, and afterwards of Alexander 
her Grandſons to the Throne of the Empire, was 
the Product of her Policy and Courage. She ac- 
| quired, in Severus's Court, ſuch Experience in 
Affairs as ſtood her in good ſtead afterwards. She 
lived in the ſtricteſt Unjon and Friendſhip with 
© Fulia, ve cunningly ſhutting her Eyes againſt the 
- notorious Irregularities of her Siſter, and carefully 
'- avoided making her ſelf 'diſagreeable by Reproaches 
and Remonſtrances, which never. fail to give Of- 
fence. She always ſhewed the greateſt Deference 
and Reſpect to Severus, for which Reaſon he was 
very fond of her, and ſo complaiſant, that ſhe 
could do almoſt what ſhe {pleaſed with him; and 
- as ſhe had an excellent knack at foreſeeing Events 
long before they happened, ſhe employed the great 
Credit and Favour ſhe had with the Emperor, to 
amaſs great Sums of Money, which ſhe knew 
would one Day do her good Service. _ 
| Meſa was a Widow when ſhe quitted Syria to 
go to Rome; ſhe brought up her Daughters in the 
de of the Court, and took care to: infpire 
them with a good Degree of her own Policy. Her 
Endeavours were not thrown away, for we {hall 
find by the Sequel, that they knew how to make 
the moſt of their Mother's Leſſons. Theſe Prin 
ceſſes did not always remain at Rome, they accom 
panied the Empreſs in all Severus's Journies, Wbt 
had frequent Wars with barbarous Nations, being 
deſirous to ſignalize himſelf by ſome Exploits, | 
odious than thoſe he had performed againſt his Fel 
low Citizens. His Arms were generally ſuccels 
ful, but the Town of Attra in Arabia put a Sti 
to his Progreſs, for, after he had make — 
Ii 3 TT | celv 
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ceivable Efforts to take it, he was ſhamefully obliged 
to raiſe the Siege. He had there the Mortification 


to ſee a conſiderable part of his Army periſh, and 


his Laurels withered, by a turn of Fortune which 
grieved him beyond Meaſure. 


This put him into ſo ill a Humour, that Criſ- 


pus, Tribune of his Guards, fell a Victim to his 
Rage upon this Occaſion, and forfeited his Life for 


having repeated ſome Verſes, that ſeemed to re- 


proach the Emperor with. the Blood of ſo many 


Soldiers and brave Officers, which he had ſacrifi- 
ced to his Caprice and Ambition, eſpecially by his 


Obſtinacy in attempting to take Altra. | 

We ſhall not oblige our ſelves to follow Severus 
in all his Voyages and Travels to the Eaſt, and 
into England, but rather to examine and give an 
Account of what paſſed in his own Family, about 
which he ſeemed ſo indifferent himſelf; for while 
he, being hurry'd away by his Ambition, was 
taken up in purſuing his eaſtern Conqueſts, Julia 
his Wiſe was diſhonouring him by her Proſtituti- 
ons, and his Children by their Debaucheries; 
which he was informed of at laſt, and reſolved to 
make their Education the principal Object of bis 


Care. Caracalla was then but fourteen Vears of 


Age, and his Brother ſome Vears younger. The 


Emperor took them, and their Mother with them, 


into the Eaſt, to wean them, if poſſible, from the 
Pleaſures of Rome; and that they might be out of 


the Way of being corrupted by thoſe infectious 


and dangerous Flatterers, who never fail to make 
a fad Impreſſion upon young and tender Minds, 


But, by the bloody Executions which he caufed 


every Day, he rather gave them Leſſons and Ex- 
amples of Cruelty, which operated but too ſtrong- 
ly upon Caracalla, who was by Nature inclined that 
Way, as well as to all other Vices. The Bad- 
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gnaeſs of his Temper did not however appęar while 
4 he was a Child; on the contrary, he ed to be 


very affable, good - natured, and inclined. to good 
Actions, which perhaps might have been owing to 
his having been educated by Proculus, who pro- 
feſſed the Chriſtian Religion, and was greatly e- 
ſteemed by Severus. But Flattery, Pleaſures, and 
bad Examples, ſoon got the better of Proculus's 
Endeavours, and, notwithſtanding all the Care and 
Trouble he took to inſpire him with noble Inclina- 
tions, he had no other Sentiments than thoſe 
which were depraved and vitiated. Geta's Edu- 
cation, on the contrary, was more powerful than 
Nature ; * for in his Childhood he was obſerved to 5 
have ſomething very rude and indocile in his Man- 
ners, much inclined to Senſuality and Covetouſneſs, 
but all his Failings vaniſhed as he grew riper. He 
became humane, polite, and accompliſhed, free 
and eaſy of Acceſs, * entertaining his Friends chear- 
_ Fully and  agreeably, the Grandees with Affability, 
and Men of Learning with great Marks of Eſteem, 
Upon all Occaſions. he gave Proofs of his mild Wl n 
and gentle Diſpoſition ; and when he was but ten f 
. Years: old he interceded with his Father, as much ſ 5: 
as he poſnibly could, in behalf of thoſe who had 5 
taken part with Niger and Albinus, being always 


inclined to commiſerate the Unfortunate. From 1 
the Difference of Temper in theſe two Brothers, 


. proceeded that Antipathy they always had to each 
other; one affected to blame what the other ap- 
proved, and thoſe whom Geta loved, the other 
was ſure to hate. The Flatterers that were about 
them, made it their Buſineſs to nouriſh and pro- 

mote this Diſagreement by their poiſonous Reports; 
for on Pretence of being mightily attached to the 
Intereſts i : 


Tertullian ad Scap. c. 4. 5 Herodian.. lib. 4. 
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intel ste of theſe Princes, they never ceaſed to ani- 
mate them againſt each other.. 

Getn wis the Empreſs's Favourite, es belies 
that he was the handſomer of the two, ſhe found 
him much more dutiful and complaiſant. She 
dreaded the furious and violent Temper of Care: 
| _ 'and was very ſenſible that Geta' 8 ph finite- 

y more beloved b by the Romans than his other: 
ge, however, did all that lay in her Power to make 
them live upon good Ferms; the Emperor allo 
took a great deal of Pains with the eldeſt to re- 
fortn him, and, as Marriage has been always reck- 
oned the beſt Reſtraint a ainſt the Impetuoſities of 
Youth, he formed the P 5 n of marrying him to 
Plautilla, Daughter td, Plautian' his Favourite, 
who was one-of the main Springs of the 7 
ment, during all the Time that Ke continued in Fa- 
your, and a great Example of the Inſtability of 
Fortune after his Diſgrace. 

Plautian was originally from Africa, of very 
obſcure Birth. His Youth had been ſullied b 18. 
ny Crimes for which he was baniſhed his 
by? and he inſinuated himſelf afterwards into | the 
by Graces of Severds by another Crime, 105 

D. be deſerved” to have been rigorouſly puni 

He acquired ſo great a Degree of Favour 

d {Crete with this Emperor, and became ſo pow- 

rful, that the Lives and Fortunes of the Remans 

92 at His Diſpoſal. Severus made: Nim L Seqg- 
tor, and at the fame Time, gave Him otſiet E 

ployments, that till then had been incompatl le 

with the former Dignity. He N R n 
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him, and gave him all the Opportunities he could 
defire of acquiring more. This encouraged him to 
commit horrible Cruelties and Acts of Injuſtice. 
Fortune did in him, what ſhe generally does in 


thoſe whom ſhe raiſes from nothing to great Ho- 


nour; ſhe made him inſolent; and being quite 


intoxicated with his Grandeur and Authority, he 
looked upon himſelf. as vaſtly ſuperior to the reſt 
.of Mankind. . When he paſſed through the Streets, 
the great Number of Domefticks tbat preceded 
him, obliged all thoſe they met, either to turn a- 
fide, or to caſt their Eyes downward, that they 


might not preſume to look at him, as being un- 


. worthy of ſo great an Honour: Never was there 


ſeen ſuch exceſfive Pride, for every Body proſtrated 


* themſelves before this Idol of the Court. Nothing 
was to be ſeen but Statues of the moſt ſumptuous 
Materials erected in Honour of him, and no Body 
ſwore but by his Fortune ; publick 1 6 were 


compoſed for his Preſervation and Proſperity, 
though the People would have been rejoiced if he 
had been annihilated, for they were never fond of 


To exorbitant a Power : Plautian's was the more 
deteſted, becauſe to him were attributed all the 


Cruelties of Severus, who was never weary of ſhed- 


ding the Blood of the moſt illuſtrious Citizens: 


Thus this Minifter was at laſt as much bated as the 
Emperor, and more feared than he. 
... Though Severus was very jealous of his Au- 


© thority, yet he could bear with great Patience, that 
tis infolent and overgrown Favourite . ſhould 2. 
* ſume fo extraordinary a Degree of Power, and 
4d | * 


"was fo bewitched with him * that he was deſirou 
to have him for his Succeſſor ; ſo it became a com- 
mon Saying, the Sky would fooner fall than that 
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Severus could ever be unkind to Plautian. Julia, for 
her Part, could not bear that Plautian ſhould enjoy 
this monſtrous and exceſſive Power; for, accuſtom- 
ed as ſhe was to treat People of the greateſt Qua- 
lity and Diſtinction in the Empire with Haughti- 
neſs, it was intolerable to her to yield to one ſo 
infinitely beneath her, and to ſee a Man that was 
raiſed from the Dirt, diſpoſe of every Thing ac- 
cording to his abſolute Will and Pleaſure. She did 
not fail to put in Practice all her Art to under- 
mine him, if poſſible; but in vain. Plautian, who 
did not love the Empreſs, (becauſe he knew ſhe 
hated him,) parried her Strokes and turned them 
againſt herſelf; for as he knew his own Strength, 
he undertook to accuſe Julia of all her Intrigues, 
and had the Boldneſs to aſſure the Emperor that he 
could prove experimentally his Aﬀertion. Severus 
very calmly ſuffered his Favourite to attack the 
Empreſs's Honour by theſe Accuſations, and was 
a quiet Spectator of his Inſelence, without endea- 
vouring to ſilence him. It is not unlikely, that he 
was very glad. of Julias boy thus mortified, 
and ſecretly rejoyced at her ſuffering, from Pfau- 
tian, the Reproaches ſhe fo juſtly deſerved, "and 
which he had not Courage to do himſelf. Be it as 
it will, Julia had the Vexation to ſee that the Em- 
peror ſacrificed her to Plautian's Revenge, and 
found by Experience, that nothing was to be got 
by contending with a Favourite, that had taken ſo 


deep a Root. From that Time ſhe ceaſed ito give: | 
herſelf any Trouble about State Affairs, and 
of Philoſophy ; fo” * 


minded nothing but the Stud 
that inſtead of thoſe flatteri tiers with whom 
ſhe uſed to be ſurrounded, ſhe admitted none but 
Sophiſters and learned Men, and paſſed her Time 
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wo diſſipate her Vexation, than to diſplay her 
Knowledge, though few had a greater Share of it. 
Among the Philoſophers that had freeſt Acces, 
to her, none was more remarkable than £h:1:/- 
trates. He was a Profeſſor of Eloquence, and 
had publiſhed a famous Book intitled, The Lives 
of 1 the Sophiſters,. which he dedicated to the Em- 
perar Severus. ' Julia honoured: him with her par- 
ticular Eſteem, made him her Secretary, and en- 

| gaged him to write the Life of Apollonius ; for the 
D Empreſs having read the Hiſtory of that celebrated 

| Magician, which Damis, (a great Friend to the 
Impoſtor had compoſed) and not thinking it done 
as correctly as it ſhould be, ſhe intreated Ph:loſ- 
trates to undertake it. god, eee e 
Plautian's Triumph over Julia could not chuſe 
but add mightily to his Pride and Inſolence; for 
meeting with no Obſtacles in his Way, and having 
undoubted Proof of the abſolute Power he had ac- 
quired over the Emperor, he carried his Views 
further ftill, and imagined there was nothing he 
might not attempt. Then it was: that he threw 
off entirely the Maſk, and appeared: in. his proper 
Colours. He gave himſelf up to the moſt infa- 
- mous Vices, even ſuch as were contrary. to Na- 

* ture; and at the ſame Time, that he indulged 

imſelf in all Sorts of Abominations, he took it 

"oi in his Head to be exceflively jealous of his Wife, 

and could not endure that ſhe ſhould take the moſt 

innccent Liberties. In his own Family he was ſe⸗ 


non or Amuſtment, and carried his Ill · nature to 
his Wife ſo ſar, as not to permit her to make the 
Viſits that Decency required, nor ſo much as to 


peak to the Emperor or Empress. 
There happened to N hat 3 
Tor dpeculation, 
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as the minuteſt Thing did among the ſuperſtitious: 


Heathens. People would needs have this to be a 


Prodigy that foretold ſome great Event, but few: 
imagined that the Ruin of Plautian was threatened; 
for the Emperor himſelf acknowledged, that he 


did not believe it was poſſible he could ever be pre- 
vailed upon to hurt him. Plautian was not igno- 


rant of this: He knew his own Power, and made 
a very bad Uſe of it; for being intoxicated with his 
Ambition, he thought of nothing but how to raiſe 
himſelf ſtill higher, and depreſs every Body elſe. 
The more Favours the Emperor granted him the 
more he aſked, but he worked only for himſelf, 
and did not think it neceſſary to make Friends. 
One ſeldom meets with Generoſity in this Sort of 
Upſtarts, their Extraction and their Sentiments be- 
ing generally of a Piece, and in them every thing 
ſhews the Baſeneſs of their Original. Plautians 
amidſt all his Grandeur, could not help reflecting 
very often upon the Obſcurity of his own Birth, 
not by way of becoming more humble and mo- 
derate, but in order to obliterate it by ſome: ſplen- 
did Alliance. There was no want of illuſtrious 
Families in Rome, but none of them were equal 
to his Vanity, nor ſeemed. proper to carry inte 
Execution his exalted Schemes. None leſs than 
the Imperial Family was ſufficient for bis Purpoſe 3 
for feeding his Imagination with the moſt flatter- 
ing and pleaſing Hopes, he did not doubt but his 
Fortune would be. ſo eſtabliſhed, if a 'great Match 
of that Sort could be brought about, as that be 
ſhould. not only have nothing to apprehend, as to 
his preſent Grandeur and Power, but have Oppor- 
tunities , of improving his more exalted Expect 
tions. 

The ambitious Project being thus determined, 
he only waited for a proper Time to propoſe it to 


the 


262 Jo rA, 


the Emperor, and intended, as ſoon as he could 
conveniently, to recommend his Daughter Plau- 
tilla to be married to Caracalla the Emperor's Son, 
and Severus himſelf furniſhed him with an Oppor- 
tunity ; for having reſolved to procure a Wife for 
his Son, as we have obſerved, he communicated it 
to his Favourite Plautian, who did not fail to 
make Uſe of all his Power and Intereſt to perſuade 
the Emperor to approve of the above-mentioned 
Match. The Emperor, who had it not in his 
Power to refuſe him any thing he aſked, conſent- 
ed immediately, and informed Caracalla of this 
| Reſolution. | | 
Plautilla was very handſome, * but not apree- 
able in her Temper and Manners; for as Pride 
and great Fortune are generally inſeparable, ſhe 
had acquired a certain haughty Air, that was not 
at all pleaſing, eſpecially to Caracalla, who hated 
Plautian, and every thing belonging to him, be- 
cauſe of his exorbitant Power and inſolent Beha- 
viour. It does not appear that Julia was conſult- 
ell in this Affair, but in all Probability it could not 


de conformable to her Inclinations, for it is not 


reaſonable to ſuppoſe that ſhe could ever approve 
of a Match between her Son and the Daughter of 
her mortal Enemy, and who had nothing but her 
Fortune to recommend her; when at the ſame 
Time, he had all the illuſtrious Families of the 
Empire to chooſe out of, and might have pitched 
upon ſome Lady to whom Plautilla could not be 
compared for Beauty and Merit 7. Caracalla re- 
ceived his Father's Commands with a pretended 
Obedience and Reſpet, but * with a very grave 
and diſcontended Countenance, which notwith- 
+ N ſtanding 
* Triſtan. Comment. Hiſtor. y Dio, lib. 76. 

® Herod. lib. 3. c. 35. | 
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ſtanding did not make Severus alter his Mind, ſo 


: Caracalla became Son-jn-law to the Emperor, by 
marrying his Daughter. 
, Theſe Nuptialts were celebrated in a happy Con- 


- I junRture, for the Emperor was juſt returned from 
+ the Eaft, covered with Laurels which he had ga- 
ts thered there in his ſucceſsful Wars againſt the Par- 
je thians, and eee Num- 
ber of Captives. His Triumph and the Marriage of 
is bis Son, were a double Motive for the magnificent 
Fg Preſents that he made the Prætorians and the Peo- 
is ele. To theſe Liberalities, he added, all the uſual 
Diverſions, ſuch as Sports, Races, and Shows. 
Theſe Rejoicings laſted many Days, and Plautian 
e- g 1 
de contributed largely to their Splendor and Sumptu- 
he ouſneſs. He entertained the People with ſeveral wild 
Beaſts, and regaled the Senators with a moſt no- 
ble Banquet; but it was not obſerved, without the 
os. cvs that in order to give his 
aughter a magnificent Retinue and a melodious 
band of Muſicians, he cauſed a great many to be 
made Eunuchs on purpoſe, which was, a Cruelty 
unheard ' of in Rome; and choſe for that Purpoſe, 
the Children of very confiderable Families, and 
even pitched upon ſome married Men; a Novelty 
that was not leſs a Mark of his Infolence than of 
his brutal Diſpeſition. | | 
The new Princeſs brought by way of Portion 
to her Huſband, immenſe Sums of Money : It is 
aſſured, that there was enough of it to have mar- 
ried fifty Queens; it was all carried into the Pa- 
lace, and the People ſaw paſſing through the 
Streets, thoſe monſtrous Heaps of Gold and Sil- 
ver, which they looked upon as their Spoils, and 
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As for Caracalla, he did not ſhew, amidſt all 
theſe Rejoicings, a ſatisfy'd and contented Counte- 
nance; for as he had been compell'd to marry 
Plautilla quite contrary to his Inclinations, he lain- 
ly. diſcovered Ny . eart had not. been at all con- 
falted in the Affair, and that his Compliance with 
his Father's Will, was a great Force upon him; 
for which, Reaſon he lived, even at firſt, upon a 
very indifferent, Footing with her, but which: ſoon 
after degenerated, into, a downright Averſion, by 
her proud and haughty Behayjour, as.well as, by her 
peeviſh and uneaſy 'Temper:: For, after ſhe became 
Wife to the preſumptive Heir to the Empire, ſhe 
grew daily more imperious, and affected to govern 
Caracalla as his Father was governed by hers, 
Whatever he ſaid or did was to fall under her Cen- 
ure, for ſhe took upon her to controul all his Ac- 
tions and Conduct, and blam'd them in Terms fo 
provoking as vex d him beyond Meaſure, for he 
was not naturally of a very bearing Diſpoſition, 
'Theſe Diſputes, * Repraaches, and Complaints, 
encreaſed more and more the Weight of his matri- 
monial Chains, and conſequently his Hatred to his 
Wife. She became the moſt diſagreeable Objedt 
he could look upon, and her Preſence ſo inſupport- 
able, that he ordered a ſeparate Apartment for him- 
ſelf, In ſhort, it came to that Paſs, that, in the 
violent and furious Quarrels they had together, he 
often. threatned that as ſoon as the Emperor died, 
both ſhe and her Father ſhould periſh together. 
This alarm'd Plautilla, for as ſhe had had Time 
and Opportunity to ſtudy her Huſband, and be well 
acquainted with his Humours, ſhe knew him. to be 
a Man capable of keeping his Word, which fur- 


| choly 
d Herodian, lib. 3. R a 


niſb'd her with Matter for very ſerious and melan- 


. Wien or Senne Me 
| choly Reflections. The miſerable Condition that 
- ſeveral other Empreſſes had been in extreamly agi- 
7 tated her Mind, and fill'd her with frightful Ap- 
- prehenſions. In this Perplexity ſhe went to pour 
- WW out her Grief and Tears in the Boſom of her Fa- 
h ther, to whom ſhe communicated all her Terrors 
j and Afflictions. | | 
A Thus theſe Favourites of Fortune, who, to dif- 
n WW guiſe the Lowneſs of their Extraction, purchaſe 
yy, I great Alliances, only procure for their Daughters 
er I intolerable Slavery, and ſacrifice their Peace and 
ne WW Happineſs to their own reſtleſs Ambition; for the 
be W Man that ſighs more after the Portion than the 
rn Lady, has, generally ſpeaking, nothing but Con- 
rs. WW tempt for his Wife as "ſoon as he has got Poſſeſſion 
n- Wl of her Riches. - | | 8 
\c- Caracalla's threatning and uſing Plautilla in this 
ſo W Manner, exaſperated Plautian prodigiouſly, but at 
he Wl the ſame Time threw him into a Panick ; for he 
on. WW confider'd that, in all Probability, the young Prince 
nts, W would ſoon have it in his Power to execute his In- 
.tri- WW tentions. He ſaw the Danger he was in, and 
bis WF cou'd think of no Way to prevent it but that of 


Jed Wl ſeizing the Empire. The Undertaking was diffi- - 


ort: cult and hazardous, but he found it abſolutely ne- 
im- ceſſary, and thought it worth his while to make a 
| the WI bold and deſperate Attempt when a Throne was to 
„he be acquir'd, and at the fame Time his Life and 
died, ¶ Treaſures ſeeur d In the mean Time a thouſand 
5 Obſtacles preſented themſelves to his Imagination, 


Time I and made him heſitate what to do upon this impor- 
well tant Occaſion: His Enterprize was no leſs than 
to de that of precipitating Severus from the Throne, aſ- 
\ fur-W ſalſinating the Emperor and his Children, and ſeiz+ 


1clan-W ing the Empire. To do this, he muſt firſt make 
choly himſelf Maſter of the Palace, cut the Throats of all 


the Guards, or corrupt them, have a ſufficient 
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Body of Troops at his Command, and be well a- 
ſur'd that the Army would, all this while, remain 
quiet Spectators of the whole Scene. He was to 
form a Party whoſe Fidelity he could depend upon, 
to aſſociate, in this Deſign, People who were capa- 
ble of ſupporting him. In a Word he was to over- 
throw the whole State, which in the preſent Situ- 
ation of Things, was no eaſy Matter to do. In 
this Anxiety of Mind, and amidſt theſe bitter Re- 
flections, he was ſo agitated between Hopes and 
Fears, that he was obſerv'd to be pale and trembling ; 
and it was eaſy enough to read in his Countenance 
the Vexation of his Heart: 4 ſo that, in the moſt 
proſperous State a Subject ever arriv'd to, Plautian 


was devour'd with terrible Alarms and the mot 
cruel Perplexities. 


— 


d Dio. lib. 62. - 

Mount FVeſuvius has been always remarkable for the 
Flames and Aſhes it throws out from Time to Time, and 
keeping the neighbouring Cities in perpetual Fear. Of 
all the Irruptions of this Mountain none was ever hea'd 
of ſo terrible as that which happened in Tirus's Reign. 
Hiſtorians report that the Aſhes flew as far as Syria, and 
Dion affirms that they darkned the Air in ſuch a-manner 
that the Sun was not to be ſeen at Rome for, many Day. 
upon Account of it. This caus'd a general Conſierna- * 
tion among the Remans, who could not comprehend the t 
Reaſons of ſo extraordinary an Event. t 

There happened alſo a very remarkable Irruption in n 
1591, when the Mountain belched out incredible Tor- a 

ats of Bitumen and combuſtible Matter, mix'd with 

ire and Aſhes, which laid Waſte all the Country. The 
Town of Naples was then within the leaſt in the World h 
ot being intirely deſtroy'd, . 
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Noiſe and Roaring that it was heard diſtinctly at 


Capua. This, according to the Cuſtom of thoſe 
ſuperſtitious Times, was look'd upon 2s the For:- 
runner of ſome great Change, and Plautian's Ruin 
verified foon after this Conjecture. 

Geta, the Emperor's Brother, being ill, and 
finding himſelf near his End, ſent to his Brother to 
come to him, and talked to him with the Liberty 
of a Man, who having nothing more to fear, 
ſpeaks his Mind without Artifice or Diſguiſe. - He 
repreſented to him the great Danger of giving 


Plautian fo exorbitant a Power which he might 


make uſe of againſt his Benefactor; imparted to 
him all the pernicious Defigns and Projects of that 
ambitious Man, told him that, in raifing his Favou- 
rite to ſuch a Height, he acted quite contrary to his 
own Intereſts and thoſe of his Family ; that by the 
exceſſive Honours which he had heap'd upon him, 
he only ſpuired him on the more to gratity, if poſ- 
ſible, his inſatiable Deſire of Power and Riches; 
and in ſhort, convinc'd the Emperor, that, in his 
Conduct toward that haughty Miniſter, there had 
been an unpardonable Stupidity and want of Conſi- 
deration. Severus, who in the main was a Perſon 
of good Senſe, found his Brother's Way of Reaſon- 


ing to be fo much the more ſolid and judicious, as . 


he had himſeif made ſome ſerious Reflections upon 
the too extenſive Authority he had ſuffered Plau- 
tian to aſſume by Degrees: He was diſpleaſed at 
the great Number of Statues which he had obſerved 
to he erected at Rome and in the Provinces in Ho- 
nour of his Favourite, © ſome of which were plac'd 
among thoſe of the Emperor's Family and neareſt 


Relations, as if he had been their Equal. From 


that Time he refolved to humble him and ſhew 
him lefs Regard than he had done hitherts. This 
| 7 "PER Coldnefs 
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Coldneſs of the Emperor had a ſpeedy Effect upon 
the proud and ſurly Miniſter : He became ſome- 
what more tractable, but was not at all diſcourag'd, 
not doubting but he ſhould ſoon find the Way to 
his Maſter's Affections as much as ever. He look 'd 
upon this Alteration in the Emperor's Behaviour 
to be owing to ſome ill Offices Caracalla had done 
him, who, he knew, had frequently made his 
Grandeur, Riches and Authority, the Subject of 
his Difcourſes with his Father, and that he took 
all Opportunities of ſetting the Emperor againſt 
him. Plautian on the other Hand ſtrictly obſerv'd 
the Conduct of his Son- in-law, and was ſuch a 
Spy upon all his Actions that he kept a Sort of Re- 
giſter of all he did, which he reported to the Em- 
peror, and was ſure to give every Thing the moſt 
malicious Turn; without conſidering that by en- 
deavouring to hurt the Prince, he only haſtned his 
own Deſtruction; for Caracalla, who was inform- 
ed of all this, hated him ſo much the more, and 
labour'd his Ruin the more zealouſly. ; 
Plautian made no Queſtion but his Death was 
what Caracalla aim'd at, and the End of all his 
Intrigues. That Prince's Hatred to him was too 
manifeſt to leave any Room for Uncertainty, and 
- this put him into dreadful Apprehenſions ; far 
whatever Friendſhip the Emperor had hitherto 
ſhewn him, he could not flatter himſelf with the 
Hopes of its continuing, eſpecially ſince he now no 
longer received thoſe Marks of it which the Empe- 
ror had been always ſo prodigal of with Regard to 


him. On the contrary, he could not but look up- 


on this Change in the Emperor's Behaviour as the 
Beginning of his. Diſgrace and the Fore-runner of 
his Misfortunes. The Affliction of his Daughter, 
together with her Huſband's Threats, with which 
ſhe had juſt acquainted him, greatly augmented his 


* 
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Fears; every Thing, in ſhort, gave him Warning 
of his Danger, and let him plainly ſee that he was 
on the Brink of Deſtruction. Full of theſe melan- 
choly Thoughts, he conſider'd what Meaſures to 
take, and how he ſhould avoid the impending 
Ruin, but the Means he had recourſe to, had an 
Effect quite oppoſite to what he intended, and were 


fatal to him; for, having determined to maſſacre 


the Emperor and the Prince, he went to work the 
wrong Way, and fo fell a Victim to his ill-concerted 
Scheme. In order to perpetrate this horrid Crime, 
he addreſs'd himſelf to Saturninus, a Centurion in 
the Prætorian Guards, who upon every Occaſion 
had ſhewn a particular Attachment to his Intereſts: 
He ſent for him one Evening into his Chamber, 
and having cauſed every Body to retire, It is now 
„Time (ſaid he) f that you ſhould give me the 
& greateſt Demonſtration of that Zeal and Friend 
* ſhip you have always profeſled for me, and that 
* you ſhould receive ſuch a ſubſtantial Token 
„of my Gratitude, as ſhall be proportionable to 
the important Service 1 expect from your Aﬀec- 
de tjon. It is in your Power to raiſe me to the 
“ Empire, or rather you have an Opportunity of 


« partaking with me in the fovereign Power: In 


cc 


labouring to advance my Fortune you promote 
« your own. The Buſineſs is to' deprive Severn 
“of the Throne, and to get rid of Caraculla, 


© who is ready to ſtep into it: Don't let this Pro- 


„ poſal terrify you; the Enterprife, no doubt, ap- 

e pears great to you, but when it is natufely cor 
* fidered, it will be found to be hot only practi 

« ble but eaſy. You know that nd Body is perl 

„ mitted to go into the Ethperor's Chamber but 

* the Officer of the Guard, ahd it happetis _ 
a prepos that you are in waiting. There is n 

He N LEA 4 „ Difficulty 
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«« Difficulty in the Thing, for you have nothing 
to do but to make Uſe of your Privilege; you 
have free Acceſs to the Emperor's Room, and 
<< alſo to that of Caracalla ; you may plunge your 
«<< Dagger into them both, without meeting with 
<< the. leaſt Obſtacle. I need not tell you that 
« there is not a Moment to be loſt, for we can 
never have a better Opportunity. Go directly 
„to the Palace, as if you had ſome Affair of Im- 


% portance to communicate to the Emperor from 


„ me, and diſpatch him and his Son: This gene- 
% xcus Add ion will exalt you to the Poſt I am now 
« in, for if you ſhare with me in the Danger oi 
«© this Undertaking, it is but reaſonable that you 
«© ſhould divide the Spoils with me. But I am at 


the ſame Time to inform you that of Neceſſity 


„% you muſt reſolve upon one or ether of theſe two 
Things; you muſt either prepare yourſelf to 
« take away the Emperor's Life, or to loſe your 
« oan; for in ſhort, my Intereſt abſolutely re- 
* quires that I ſhould not leave you in a Condition 
to abuſe the Confidence I place in you, by re- 
% vealing the important Secret I have now truſted 
« you with.” . | 

This Diſcourſe fill'd Saturninus with Horror; 
but as he was extreamly cunning, he did not ſeem 
to deliberate a Moment between bis Duty to Seve- 
rus and the magnificent Rewards that Plautian oſ- 
fer'd Eim ; being perſwaded that if he ſhew'd any 
Scruples, Plautian would make nothing of putting 
him. to Death, even by accuſing him of the very 
Crime which he refus'd to commit ; on the contrary, 
he pretended to come very readily into this Project, 
begg d Plautian to give it him in Writing, and in 


order to convince him that he look'd upon the Aſ- 
fair as done, he proftrated himſelf before him, and 
ſaluted him as Emperor. This gave Plautian infi- 
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nite Delight; he was rejoyced at having found a Man 
ſo proper for his Purpoſe, gave him the Writing 
he deſired, without reflecting that in Caſe his Enter- 
prize ſhould not ſucceed, he left, in Saturninus's 
Hands, a deciſive and inconteſtable Proof of his 
Crime; but he was ſo blinded with his Ambition 
that he did not conſider the fatal Conſequences the 
Imprudence might be attended with. He therefore 
immediately ſent away Saturninus, and charged him, 


as ſoon as he had maſſacred the Emperor and his 


Son, to give him ſpeedy notice, that he might loſe 
no Time in ſeizing the Kren before the Emperor's 
Death ſhould be known. 

Things being thus concerted, Saturninus haſten- 
ed to the Palace with the Order Plautian had given 
him, but fully determined to make a very different 
uſe of it from what the Miniſter intended: He ſent 
the Emperor word, that he had a Secret of the 
greateſt Conſequence to impart to him, and being 
immediately admitted into his Chamber, 7 am ſent by 
Plautian (faid he with Tears in his Eyes) 0 Kill you, 
but contrary to his Intentions I come to * your Life. 
Your Favourite having moſt ungratefully reſolved to 
poſſeſs himſelf of your Throne, has commanded me to put 


you and your Son to death. It is probable that you 


would not eaſily be brought to believe him capable of ſo 
much . if I did not bring wherewithal 
to prove ſufficiently my Aſertion. By this written Or- 
der you will ſee whether I ſpeak Truth. I pretended. 
to accept of this Commiſſion very willingly, for fear 
that fome leſs faithful Officer ſbould under tale it with- 

out Scruple or Difficulty. | 
The Love that Severus always had for Plaut ian, 
pleaded very ſtrong in his Behalf againſt Saturninus's 
Accuſation. He was inclined to believe that this 
pretended Conſpiracy was the Effect of Caracalla's 
Malice, who, he imagined, had a mind to ruin the 
N 4 Favourite; 
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Favourite; and was ſo perſwaded of this, that he 
ſent immediately for his Son, and reproached him 
with the baſe Artifice he had made uſe of to deſtroy 
a Man that was ſo uſeful to him, and whom he 
honoured with his Affection. It was to no Pur- 
poſe for the Prince to proteſt he was innocent, for 
the Emperor pronounced him guilty, Saturninus, 
ſeeing that the Emperor obſtinately refuſed to be 
convinced, notwithſtanding the Proofs he had given 
him that it was really as he had affirmed, began to 
be terribly alarmed; not doubting but the Storm 
would fall upon his own Head if he ſhould be ſo 
unfortunate as not to convict the Criminal. He 
then addreſſed the Emperor thus: What clearer De- 
monſtration can you deſire of Plautian's Treaſon than 
his ouh Hand Writing, together with his Seal? But 
i That be not ſufficient," give me leave to ſend one of 
my Soldiers to Plautian to let him know that his Or- 
ders have been ſacceſsfully executed, and you will ſee 
him come immediately to take e of the Palace and 
the Empire, which muſt put the Matter beyond all 
Deubt or Quęſtion. . | 
It happened juſt as Saturninus had ſaid. Plautian 
was no ſooner informed by the Soldier that the Bu- 
fineſs was done, than, abandoning himſelf to the flat- 
tering Hopes of reigning, he fancy'd he was already 
on the Throne: He put on his Armour with all poſ- 
ſible Expedition under his Robe, and made what 
haſte he could to the Palace, which he entered with - 
out meeting with the leaſt Reſiſtance. As ſoon as 
Saturninus ſaw him he paid him the Reſpect due to 
the Emperor, and taking him by the Hand, conduct- 
ed him into the Chamber, where he told him the 
Bodies of the two Princes were weltering in their 
Blood. The firſt Object that preſented its ſelf to his 
View, was the Emperor and Caracalla in good 
Health. Nothing more was neceſſary to let 1 * 
Ice 
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ſee he was betray'd. Severus f reproached him 
with his Ingratitude, and the Enormity of his Crime 
in attempting the Life of his Benefactor who had 


| heaped Riches and Honours upon him, and given 


him ſo many Marks of his Confidence and Affecti- 
on. Plautian was, at firſt, in Confuſion, but foon 
recovering himſelf, he put on a bold and impudent 


Countenance, and told the Emperor, that if any 
body had accuſed him of ſo black a Treaſon, it was 


a falſe and ſcandalous Aſperſion, maliciouſly invent- 
ed to ruin him ; and complained of this horrid Ar- 
tifice, as he called it, with ſuch an Air of Innocence, 
Ingenuouſneſs, and Reſolution, that Severus began to 
be moved, and did not know whatto think of it ; but 
unluckily for Plautian, it was, by ſome Accident. 
diſcovered that he was in Armour, which Caracalla 
making the Emperor take notice of: What, (ſaid 
© he, addreſſing himſelf to his Father-in-law) you 
come to the Palace at an unſeaſonable Hour with- 
© out being ſent for, you wear a Breaſt Plate under 
6 your Robe, and all this without any Deſign? Do 
People arm themſelves with ſo much Precaution in 
order to go to Supper?“ And at that Inſtant, 
without giving him Time to anſwer, he took his 
Sword from him, gave hjm a Stroke on the Face, 
and would have killed him on the Spot, if the Em- 
peror had not hindered him. The unfortunate 
Miniſter was however ſoon put out of Pain, for the 
Emperor ordered him to be killed directly in his 
Preſence. > Ws | 

All this While the Princeſs Plautilla was with the 


Empreſs Julia in her Apartment, not dreaming of 


her Father's Misfortune; but an Officer went and 
inform'd her of it, and in the moſt brutal Manner 


for entering very uncivilly into the Chamber: ſee 


© here (faid he) a Part of your Father ;* at the fame 
N 5 Time 
FHerodian. lib. 3: Þ FHerodian lib. 3. Dio. lib. 76. 
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Time throwing: at her a Handful of Plautiur”s 
Beard that he had plucked off his Face. Thefe 


Words pierced her Heart, for with her Father ſhe 


Joſt her only Support, and expoſed to the barbarous 
Perſecutions of a tyrannical Huſband, Plautian be- 
ing the only Perſon that could give a Check to the 


furious and violent Temper of Caracalla. She ſhed 


a Torrent of Fears, and her A ffliction was the 
more bitter, as no body took any Pains to mitigate 
it; for the Empreſs, inſtead of endeavouring to 
comfort her and take part in her Sorrow, gave full 
Scope to her Joy; and could not forbear expreſſing 
her SatisfaQtion in the Death of Plautian, in Spight 
of the Reaſons ſhe had to conceal it, according to 
all the Rules of Decency end goo! Manners : But 
ſhe had ſuffered too much from the Inſolence of that 
haughty Favourite to diſſemble the Ple-ſure which 
the News of his Ruin afforded her. Plautilia had 
but too much Reaſon to dread the Conſequences of 
this tragical Aﬀair, for the Prince, being no longer 


with- held by the Fear of his Father-in law, appear- 


ed in his natural Colours, and ſhewed his brutal Diſ- 
poſition with fo little Reſtraint, that he became for - 
midable to all the Town. | 

His Wife Plautilla was the firſt that experienced 
the terrible Effects of his Vengeance; for as be had 
not marry'd her but in Purſuance of his Father's 


Commands, he was reſolved to make her ſuffer for 
the Force that had been put upon him. Sometimes 
he would reproach her i with. her Father's Misfor- 
tune, and load her with the moſt injurious Language 


he could invent, and at other;Fimes would induſtri- 
ouſly look out for Opportunities of mortifying and 
vexing her; at laſt he came to ſuch a Pitch of Cru- 


elty, that it was not his Fault if the did not periſh 
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Whether Severus had ſtill ſome remains of Com- 
paſſion for the Family of Plautian, whom he had ſo 
much loved, or that, for Deceney's Sake, he would 
not quite deſert Plautilla, and abandon her to her 
Huſband's ill Humour and Reſentment, he content= 


ed himſelf with baniſhing her into the Iſland of Li- 


ary, together with a Son ſhe had; where theſe illuſ- 
trious Exiles lingered out a wretched Life in conti- 
nual Appreheaſions of a violent and untimely End. 
They were not only refuſed wherewithal to enable 
them to live, in any Sort, proportionable to-their 
Rank, but were deny'd even common Neceſſaries. 

The Death of Plautian delivered the two Princes, 
Caracalla and Geta, from a diſagreeable Spy upon 
their Actions, but it furniſhed them with an unhap- 
py Opportunity of giving themſelves to atl Manner 
of Exceſs and Debauchery ; for they were now 
no longer in awe of that Miniſter who uſed to repri- 
mand them without Ceremony. In vain did Seve- 
rus employ Remonſtrances and Threats, for the 
poiſonous Inſinuations of Flatterers were greedily 
liſtened to, whilſt the irkſome Advice of their 
Father was held in the utmoſt Contempt; ſo that 
theſe two Brothers, ſo different in their Tempers, 
ſo inveterate againſt each other, ſo divided in their 
Opinions, and born with Inclinations ſo oppoſite, a- 
greed perfectly well in every Thing that was bad, 
and joined ia the ſame Crimes. 

The Emperor being no longer governed by Plau- 
tian, undertook to reform ſeveral Abuſes; in order 


to which he made uſe of Papinian, Couſtn to the 


Empreſs, and a famous Advocate. He gave him 
very important Employments, to which this. worthy 
Man did great Honour; fo that upon this Occa- 
ſion, tho' it ſeldom happens, Merit was juſtly re- 
warded. Severus, at the Inſtigation of Pabinian 
made a great many ns 5 ay judicious Laws ; 
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but at the ſame Time it muſt be conſeſſed, that 
thoſe Ordinances, ſo well intended by the Promoter 
of them, became inhuman by the Severity with 
which they were put in Force; for the Emperor 
being hurried away by his natural Rigour, cauſed 
them to be executed with inexorable Cruelty. He 


proſecuted and puniſhed Robbers without the leaſt 


Mercy, not confidering that his own inſatiable Avarice 
made him infinitely more guilty, than thoſe he put to 
Death with ſo little Compaſſion. He iſſued dread- 


ful EdiQts againſt Adulterers, (of which, Dion ſays, 


there werea great many Thouſands convicted upon 
a firit Search) and at the ſame Time negleRed to 
reſtrain his Sons, who filled Rome with their De- 
baucheries. Thoſe of the Empreſs Julla were yet 
more ſcandalous; and, if the Hiſtorians have not 
given us a particular Liſt of her Crimes, they have, 
at leaſt, ſaid enough to affure us that ſhe led an abo- 
minable Life, and that it was not neceſſary to enter 
into a Detail of them. Severus, however, who 
was fo rigid againſt Women in general, treated his 
own Wife with an Indulgence that diſhonoured 
him, He was mighty zealous to revenge other Men 
in that Reſpect, but permitted his own Wife to be 
as unfaithful to him as ſhe pleas'd, which encou- 
raged her to go on in her Lewdneſs. Thus this 


Emperor, who knew ſo well how to rule the Re- 


publick *, was quite ignorant about regulating his 
own Family : He was fo careful in reforming the 
Conduct of others, that he neglected the Behaviour 
of his Wife and Children. He could not, for all 
that, plead that he was unacquainted with theſe 
Things, being but too frequently a Witneſs of 
them, efpecially of the implacable Hatred of his Sons 


to each other; their Quarrels gave him a great. 


deal of Trouble and Vexation, but he had not the 
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Secret of preventing them, nor of influencing their 
Manners. He endeavoured it, by taking them away 
from Rome, where the Sycophants, with which they 
were ſurrounded, were perpetually corrupting them, 
and ſetting them at Variance. With this View he 
took them with him to England, whither he was 
obliged to go to quell the Barbarians that made hor- 
rible Ravages in that Province. The Empreſs Ju- 
lia, and her Siſter Meſa, accompanyed the Emperor 
in this Journey. He was very ſucceſsful in this 
War, and deſtroyed above Fifty Thouſand of the 
Barbarians. He penetrated into the Heart of Scot- 
land, and obliged the Enemy to come to Terms; 
or rather, he granted them Peace upon ſuch Con- 
ditions as he thought proper. 

Julia received, in Scotland, all the Honours due 
to her Rank, as far as the rude and unciviliz'd Inha- 


bitants were capable of ; but not meeting, in the: 


Women of the Country, with the Politeneſs of the 
Roman Ladies, ſhe often uſed to railly them with a 
great deal of Wit and Vivacity, and ſometimes in 
a very provoking Way ; but the auguſt Dignity of 
Julia, and the Reſpect they owed to the Wife of 
the Emperor of the World, ſhut their Mouths, and 
ſecured the Empreſs, at firſt, againſt Repartees that. 
would not have been very agreeable; but after- 
wards, however, when they came to be better ac- 
quainted with her, they gave their Tongues more 
Liberty, and did not always leave Julia the Satis- 
faction of triumphing. There was one of the bet- 
ter Sort of theſe Women, who had fo little Regard! 
for the Empreſs, as to reproach, her with her Prof- 
titutions, with as much good Senſe as Reſolution, 
and Julia, who had attacked her in an offenſive 
Manner, was given to underſtand that, even in 
Scotland, People were not ignorant of her . De- 
baucheries. - Dian informs us how this paſſed l. 
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Argentecox, a Perſon of conſideration in Scotland, had 
a Wife that was full of Wit and Vivacity, and 
never at a loſs in point of Repartee. She went one 
Day to pay her Reſpects to the Empreſs, and Julia 
having turned the Converfation upon the Cuſtoms 
and Manners of the Country, raillied the Scots 
Lady upon their Gallantries, and the little Fidelity 
they had to their Huſbands. The Empreſs was not 
fo innocent in that Reſpect, as not to apprehend a 
Recrimination, and it is not at all politic x to touch 
upon certain Subjects, that may be turned againft 
one's ſelf with ſo much Advantage. It is true that the 
Women of Scotlund were not, at that Time, re- 
markable for Chaſtity, but Julia, without being a 
Scots Woman, had the ſame Inclinations with them, 
and gratified them in a more ſhameful Manner. 
The Empreſs, having puſh'd the Raillery a little 
too far, and accuſed the Scots Ladies of being quite 
unmindful of the Rules of Decency in their Amours, 
and of carrying on publickly their Intrigues ; the 
other reply'd with great Reſolution, it is true that 
we Scots Women do not manage our Affairs quite 
fo cunningly as the Roman Ladies, but it mult be 
owned that our no'-taking much Pains to conceal 
our Gallantries from our Huſbands, is rather a 
Mark of our Sincerity, than otherwiſe, as we do 
not endeavour to impoſe upon them; and beſides, 
the Merit of our Lovers is ſome ſort of Excuſe for 
our Miſconduct. You Roman Ladies (continued 
ſhe) behave with more Artifice, Policy, and Slyneſe, 
but at the ſame Time with more Shame, Diſhonour, 
and Infamy ; nor are your Proceedings leſs ſcan- 
dalous for being ſecret, for you often prefer the 
vileſt and moſt abject Wretches to your illuſtrious 
Huſbands, and, under an appearance of Modefty, 
you commit, unknown to the Huſbands, whom 
you diſhonour and impoſe upon, the moſt abomina- 
ble Proſtitutions. This Anſwer put the Empreſs in 
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that he did not think his Son capable of ſo horrible 
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Confuſion, and quite cured her of Bantering. It is 


probable that the Sneerers were all on the fide cf 


the Caledonian, as the Romany called the People of 
Scotland, and taught the Empreſs that ſhe was in the 
wrong to reproach the Scots Ladies with a Crime ſhe 
was much more blameable for herſeif. But this was 
not the only Mortification ſhe met with; for the 
Behaviour of her two Sons in England gave her a 
more ſenſible Vexation, eſpecially the Attempt that 
Caracalla made upon his Father's Life, which was 
a Specimen of what he was capable cf, and let her 
ſee what ſhe had to apprehend for herſelf. 

This wicked and unnatural Prince, looking upon 


the Emperor as the only Perſon that could lay a 


Conſtraint upon him, was determin'd to ſhake off 
the yoke of Dependence, which he had not, for a 
long Time paſt, ſubmitted to but with great Impa- 
tience; and reſolved to kill his Father, whoſe Life 
was by much too long to ſquare with his ardent De- 
fire, of reigning ; and he was within a very little of 
putting his Delign in execution : For Severus bein 

one Day on H-rſeback, at the head of his Legions, 
and in the Preſence of the Barbarian Troops, Ca- 
racalla drew his Sword, and wes going to run his 
Father through behind his Back, if he had not been 
frighted at a great and ſudden Shout, from thoſe 
who were alſo on horſeback behind him. The Em- 
peror turning about at the Noiſe, ſaw the naked 
Sword in hs Son's Hand, and preſently knew for 
what Reaſon he had dr-wn it. The Conſternation 
which he ſaw painted in the Countenances of thoſe 
who had cry'd out, plainly*ſhewed him the Inten- 
tions of his perfidious Son, which were alſo mani- 
feſtly apparent in his lt is caſy to gueſs at 
Severus's Grief and Indigizzmh; he had, notwith- 
— Preſence of Mind enough to conceal it in 
a great Meaſure, and ſo much Policy, as to pretend 
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an Action: But at Night, when he had retired in- 
to his Chamber, and diſmiſs'd all his Attendants, 
except Papinian and Caſter, which laſt was the. moſt 
faithful Officer he had, he ſent for Caracalla, called 
for his Sword, and placing him in the midſt of 
them, looked at his on with an air of Affliction 
rather than Anger, repreſented to him the horror of 
the Action he was about to commit, of which the 
Barbarians, as well as the Romans, were to have 
been Witneſſes. / you have a Mind (continued 
he) to take away my Life, do it now. Here I am, 
loaded with Years and Infirmities, and not in a Con- 
dition of defending myſeif. But if you m are at pre- 
ſent loth to waſh your Hands in the Blind of your 
Father, order Papinian to aſſaſſinale me, he will exe- 
cute your Orders, for you will then be Emperor. 

This Remonſtrance was the only Puniſhment 
that Severus inflicted upon his Son, but we are in- 
formed, that it gave him ſo much Vexation, that 
his Life became a burden to him. He had even 2 
Mind to put an end to it himſelf,- by eating more 
than his Stomach was able to digeſt. He ſuc- 
ceeded with the help of Caracalla, who finiſhed, by 
Treaſon, what he had not been able to do openly. 
It is reported that, finding himſelf very Ill, he 
Cauſed to be read in his Preſence, and in that of his 
Children, the fine Diſcourſe that Micipſa made to 
his, to perſuade them to live together, like good 

Friends; and which is to be found in Salluft [de bel. 
Fugar.] He then cauſed the Urn, into which his 
Aſhes were to be put, to be brought him, which he 
took in his Hands and addreſs'd to it theſe Words : 
Thou wilt ſoen incloſe him, who thought the whole 
World too litile for bim, Then making a publick, 
and ſincere Acknowledgment, of the F —_— 
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this Life and all its Grandeur; / have been (ſaid he) 
all that à Mortal can be, and what o Satisfaction does 
it afford me noi? N | 

He died at Ver; and, in ſpight of his ſordid A- 
varice, and extreme Cruelty, he was ſo well. be- 
loved, that it was ſaid of him as it had been of Au- 
guſtus, that he ought never to have been born or 
never to have died. „ | 

Julia had his Body burnt with *the uſual Cere- 
monies, put his Aſhes into a coſtly Urn, and ſet out 
for Rome, accompanied by the Princeſs Meſa and 
her two Sons ; but neither the Death of their Fa- 
ther, nor having conſtantly before their Eyes the 
Urn which contained his Remains, nor the deep 
Mourning of the Empreſs their Mother, could in- 
duce them fo much as to lay aſide, for a while, that 
invenomed Hatred and Animolity they bore to each 
other. They did nothing during the whole Jour- 
ney but diſpute, quarrel, and bitterly reproach 
one another. Caracalla could not bear that his 
Brother ſhould pretend to any Authority or receive 
any of the Honours due to the Emperor. Geta 
alledged, with great Heat and Violence, that he had 
a Right to an equal Degree of Power with his eldep 
Brother, becauſe it was always Severuy's Intention 
that it ſhould be ſo, and declared it to be his Reſo- 
lution, for which Reaſon he .had ordered that-the 
Statue of Victory ſhould be placed alternately in 
their Chambers“. The Emprefs, who very juſtly 

5 0 1 appre- 


Spartian in Ser. Re 
_ * The Emperors had always in their Chamber the 
Statue of Victory, which was one of the Divinites that 
they had the greateſt Reſpect ſor. No body had this 
Privilege but the Perſon who was inveſted with the So- 
vereign Authority. Whereſoever the Emperor went; 
this Statue was carried along with him, and it was always 
placed in his Champer,,qrin his Tent. There was at 
neo; tory, 
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apprehended the terrible Conſequences that theſe 
perpetual Conteſtations would be attended with, 
made uſe of all the perſuaſive Remonſtrances and En- 
treaties ſhe could think of, to appeaſe the two Bro- 
thers. She alſo aſſembled all thoſe Perſons, that 
were moſt diſtinguiſhed by their Quality and Wiſ- 
dom, to ſettle the Prerogatives and Intereſis of the 
two Princes, and uſed all poſſible Means to pacify 
them. She omitted nothing, in ſhort, to make 
them Friends, and was in Hopes ſhe had fucceeded 
when ſhe had brought them to a Reconciliation, in 
appearance, and to give each other mutual Tokens 
of Affection. But we ſhall ſoon ſee that there was 
no Sincerity in all this, for their Hatred was only 

ſmothered, not extinguiſhed. | 
Caracalla was no ſooner arrived at Rome, than 
he ſtained his Entry with the Blood of a great 
Number of Perſons v. The Phyſicians, who re- 
fuſed to put his Father todeath, were the firſt that 
were executed, and died Martyrs to their Fide- 
lity. Caffor, Chamberlain to the late Emperor, 
Evedus, to whom this young Tyrant owed his 
| Education, and many others, periſhed by his Or- 
der. He diſmiſſed Papinian from his Employ- 
ment, which he ſo much honoured by his upright 
Behaviour, and reckoned all thoſe as his mortal 
Enemies, who had endeavoured to make Peace 
between him and his Brother. | 
Plautilla was all this while overwhelmed with 
Grief and Affliction in the Iſland of Lipary, where 
ſhe ſuffered all Sorts of Inconveniencies; ſo that, 
dy her rigorous Baniſhment, ſhe ſufficiently ex- 
piated the Part ſhe had had in her Father's info- 
lent Behaviour. Beſides this, ſhe had the Mor- 
| Ufication of loſing her Son, who was her only 
\ Comfort, 
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Comfort, and by whoſe Means ſhe hoped, one 
Day, to ſee all her Misfcrtunes brought to a Con- 
cluſion; but Caracalla was reſolved not fo ſoon 
to forget the uneaſy Moments ſhe had coſt him, and 
the torced Submiſſion that had been extorted from 


bim when he was compelled to marry a Woman 


he hated, and who was Daughter to his greateſt 
Enemy. The bare Thought of the ill Offices 
that were done him by Plautian and his Daughter, 
rouſed his Fury, and he looked upon the Ba- 


niſhment of his Wife as a flight Chaſtiſment, 


not at all proportionable to the Aﬀronts he had 
received from her; his Rage and Indignation re- 
quired that ſhe ſhould be more rigorouſly puniſh- 
ed, nor was he long before he gave himſelf that 
cruel Satisſaction. He ſent the Inſtruments of 
his Vengeance to Liparya, who with the utmoſt 
Brutality, put this poor unfortunate Princeſs to 
death, and who ſeemed to have been exalted (by her 
immenſe Treaſures) only in order to become the 
Sport of Fortune. Thus periſhed miſerably Plau- 
tilla, who might have been infinitely happier in 
Private Life, than ſhe could poſſibly have been 
upon the Throne of the Empire. Plautus, her 
Brother, who had been her Companion in Baniſh» 
ment, was alſo put to death with her. Caracalla 
extended his hatred not only to Plautian, but to 
all thoſe that belonged to him, and revenged upon 
the Children, the Crime of the Father. 

In this Manner did Caracalla ſignalize the Be- 
ginning of his Reign, which could not but alienate 
from him the Hearts and Affections of all the 
World, and incline them towards Geta his Brother, 
who was better natured and of a more humane Diſ- 
poſition; and although each of theſe Princes had 


his 
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his Guards, his Apartment in the Palace, and his 


ſeparate Court, yet Geta's Friends were more nu- 


merous than his Brother's, for, of thoſe who 
ſeemed to be attached to the Eldeſt, the greateſt 
Part were influenced only by Conſiderations of 
Decency, Intereſt, or Policy, very few by Incli- 
nationz which exceedingly encreaſed Caracalla's 
Jea'ouſy and Hatred againtt his Brother, and which 
he ſoon ma. e appear, for he was not a Man to 
diſſemble in that Particular. From that Time 
they kept upon their Guard againſt. each other's 
Attempts; Caracalla laid Snares for Geta, and was 


under continual Apprehenſion of falling into thoſe 


which he imagined his Brother had. contrived a- 
gainſt him. They neither eat nor converſed to- 
gether, but lived, in ſhort, like declared Enemies. 
This Inveteracy between the two Brothers, 
made Julia very uneaſy, and was a great Grief to 
all Severus's Friends, who were apprehenſive that 
the inſuperable Averſion they had to each other, 
could not but be productive of ſome great Mis- 


fortune, and were of Opinion that there was no 


better Way to prevent it than that they ſhould di- 
vide the Empire between them. They conſented 
to this, and, after a great deal of wrangling, it 
was agreed that Geta ſhould have Aſia and Egypt, 
and that Caracalla ſhould have all the reſt. Nothing 


remained but to put this Project in Execution: but 


the Empress Tears interpoſed ; for finding her- 
ſelf by this Diviſion under the cruel Neceſſity of 
parting with one of her Sons, ſhe uſed all her 
Endeavours to hinder the Separation. In this 
ſhe conſulted more her maternal Affection than 
her Prudence; ſhe did not conſider that, in per- 
ſwading the Princes to ſtay at Rome, and govern 
the Empire together, ſhe expoſed them to the 
Misfortunes ſhe ought, of all things, to have 
1 avoided. 


n 
1 
> 


. A r a NT ages 


. 


= 


WITE or SEVERUS. 285 


avoided, Her Love to her Children got the better 
of her Policy upon this Occaſion, for the 


Thoughts of loſing one of them affected her ſo, 


that ſhe was no longer able to endure her Afflic- 
tion; ſhe ſhed a Torrent of Tears, and then 
caſting a moſt tender Look upon the two Princes : 
* You have at laſt, (ſaid ſhe,) my dear Children, 
© hit upon the Secret of dividing the Earth be- 
* tween you; but what Method will you find 
© out of dividing your Mother? For how do you 
imagine I can ever prevail upon myſelf to con- 
ſent that I ſhould be deprived of one of you? 
rather than it ſhould come to that, cut me in 


© Halves, and take each of you a Part of me. 


© Let it be ſaid all over the World, that after 
© having divided the Earth and the Seas, you have 
divided your Mother alſo.” Theſe Words 
were interrupted with Sobs and Sighs; and Julia 
pronounced them in ſo moving a Manner, that the 
two Princes were at a Loſs how to proceed. 
The Empreſs, perceiving that her Tears began to 
have the deſired Effect, approached her Sons, 
embraced them both with all the Marks of Af- 


feQion that Nature can inſpire, and conjured: them 


in a moſt tender and irreſtſible Manner, to 


think no more of a Separation that could not fail to 


coſt her her Life. | 
The Tears and Supplications of Julia were fo 
powerful as to induce her Sons to drop their De- 


ſign of reigning ſeparately, but they were not of 


Force enough to create an Affection between two 
Perſons, whoſe Hatred to each other, had taken 
ſuch deep Root. They continued to ſhew their 
mutual Animoſity upon every Occafion, being 


lure 'to be oppolite in their Views and Inclina- 
e tions; 
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+ 
tions; and never of the ſame Opinion, in the 
Election of Magiſtrates and the Adminiſtration of 
Juſtice, to the great Loſs and Prejudice of the Par- 
ties. At the publick Games, the Combats of 
Gladiators, and at all Times, the People weie 
'Witneſfles of this ſcandalous Breach; each of them 
kept up, protected, and favoured, a Faction; and 
openly declared againſt the other; they brought 
Matters to that Paſs at laſt, that they could not 
endure one another, either together or at a Diſ- 
tance; they laid Snares for each other perpetu- 
ally, were not aſhamed to corrupt each other's 
Cooks and Domefticks to poiſon their reſpective 
Maſters; and, as each was in continual Dread 
of his Brother, they had no other Occupation 
than that of diſcovering or laying Snares for 
one another ; till Caracalla, being quite weary of 
this Work, reſolved to put his Brother to Death 
whatever it coſt him; and in order to do it with- 
out Riſk or Danger, he had Recourſe to the moſt 
horrible Treachery, that the blackeſt Malice could 
invent: For as he knew his Mother deſired, above 
all Things, that they ſhould be reconciled; he 
pretended a Reſolution to live, for the future, upon 
good Terms with his Brother; he made the fo- 
lemneſt Proteſtations ef this to the Empreſs, and 
told her ſhe ſhould have the Satisfaction of ſeeing 
Her two Sons united for ever, as far as depended 
upon him. He entreated her, for that Purpoſe, 
to bring Geta into his Chamber *, where ſhe 
ſhould: have all the Proofs that it was in his 
Power to give, of his ſincere Friendſhip for him. 
As People are naturally ready to believe what 
they earneſtly wiſh for, Julia, being deceived by 
the perfidious Proteſtations of ber eldeſt Son, was 
L ies - 8 perſuaded 
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perſuaded that, at laſt, Nature began to operate 
in his Heart, and that he was now fully determined 
to behave in a different Manner from what he had 
done hitherto: She therefore ſent for Geta, and en- 
treated him to come into her Apartment, where 
his Brother was diſpoſed, to give him convincing 
Marks of a ſincere Reconciliation. Geta, who was 
thoroughly acquainted with his Brother, gave no 
Credit to this; but as it was the Empreſs that re- 
queſted it, he thought he might venture to go to 
her Houſe; and certainly the moſt cautious Per- 
ſon could not have ſuſpected ſuch a malicious Ar- 
tifice ; but alas! Fulia's Apartment, which ought 
to have been inviolable, became the Scene of Ge- 
ta's Deſtruction, for this unfortunate Prince had 
no ſooner entered the Room, than the Soldiers 


that Caracalla had hid, diſcovered themſelves im- 


mediately with their Swords drawn, and Jooked 
about for him that was to be ſacrificed to Caracal- 
la's Vengeance. At the Sight of theſe Aſſaſſins, 
the young Prince (being in no Doubt as to their 
Deſign) thought he could not do better in this ex- 
tremity of Danger, than ſhelter himſelf as wel! as 
he could, in the Emprefs's Boſom ; he threw him- 
ſelf then into her Arms, and embracing her with 
all his Strength: I am undone, my Mather (faid he) 
my dear Mather ſave me. The Empreſs held faſt 
her Son, and endeavoured to protect him, even at 
the expence of her own Life, but neither ſo mov- 
ing a Sight, nor the Reſpect due to the Empreſs, 
were able to check the Fury of theſe Murderers; 
they ran him. through the Body ſeveral. times, 
though in the Empreſs's Arms, ſo that it might 
be ſaid his Blood returned to the Boſom from 
whence it proceeded. Julia was covered over with 
it, and was wounded in one of her Hands; whe- 


ther by the Soldiers or Caracalla himſelf, who had 


b the 
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the barbarous Cruelty to come into the Chamber, 
and be, not only a Spectator of this horrid Tra- 
gedy, but alſo an Aſſiſtant. | 
It is eaſy to imagine what AMiCtion Julia was in; 
but what is almoſt incredible, is, that Caracalla's 
Brutality went ſo far as to forbid his Mother to 
enjoy the poor Comfort her Tears were able to af- 
ford her. Both ſhe and the Ladies who were 
with her, were obliged to ſtifle their Grief, for 


fear that Carcalla ſhould ſerve them the fame Way. 


The Empreſs was even reduced to that exceſs of 


Miſery, as to be forced, notwithſtanding the bit-. 


terneſs of her Sorrow, to ſeem rejoiced at the 
Death of her Son; becauſe there were * Spies 
placed about her by Caracalla, to obſerve ſtrict- 
ly every thing ſhe ſaid, and her very Countenance. 
The infamous Caracalla, went directly to the 
Camp, his Hands yet reeking with the Blood of 
his Brother, to put himfelf, as he ſaid, under the 
Protectjon of the Soldiers; and gave them a long 
account of the dangerous Conſpiracy his Brother 
had formed againſt him. The next Day he went 
to the Senate, where he endeavoured to juſtify 
\ himſelf, and palliate his Crime, by declaring that 
what he had done, was in his own Defence, as 
his Brother intended to have begun with him, if he 
had not prevented him. He carried his Diſſimu- 
lation further ft], for he entreated the Senators to 
grant his Brother Immortality; and imagining that 
this pretended reſpect for his Brother's Memory 
might impoſe upon the-Publick; he cauſed him to 
be placed among the Gods; not grudging bim a 
place in Heaven, provided he was no longer troub- 
led * with him upon Earth. 10 
7 on at mk = Whilſt 


[ 
. 


t Dio; lib. 77. e Spart. in Get. 
1 © 


WIE OF SEEVRUS. 289 


Whilſt Caracalla was ſeeking pretences and ex- 
cuſes for this horrid Aſſaſſination, Julia, being a 
little at Liberty, gave free courſe to her Tears, 
which had been reſtrained by the Apprehenſions of 
his furious Temper. She deplored the Misfortune 
of her Son, whom ſhe had loſt in fo dreadful a 
manner, and who had met with his Death in the 
very Arms of Her who had given him Life, Her 
Siſter, and her Nieces, and the other Ladies, alſo 
greatly lamented the Death of Geta, and partook 
with her in her Gref: but their Compaſſion had like 
to haveubeen fatal to them; for Caracalla, hap— 


pening to go into his Mother's Chamber, juſt at 


the time when they were bewailing the Death of 


the poor Prince, he was within a very little of hav- 


ing them maſſacred inſtantly, and of mixing their 
Blood with their Tears, which he looked upon as 
his Accuſers; and if Lucilla, Daughter to Marcus 
Aurelius, (a Princeſs whoſe Age, Birth, and Rank, 
had procured her the greateſt Reſpect from all the 
Emperors that had reigned ſince her Father,) ef- 
caped his Rage for that Time, it was only in Order 
to explate, ſoon after, by her Death, the Crime 
ſhe was guilty of in pitying Geta. For Caracalle, 
finding that he was in no danger of any body's 
revenging the Death of his Brother, fell like a Fury 
upon all thoſe that had ſcrved and loved him. At- 
ter his Relation, Pompeian, Grandſon to Marcus 
Aurelius, and a great Number of illuftrious Perſons 
who had laboured to preſcrve Peace and Union be- 


tween the two Brothers, periſhed and were put 


to Death for having zealouſly endeavoured to unite 
them. Aelvins Pertinax, Son of the Emperor 
of that Name, who was the Delight of the Re- 
mans, forreited his Life for having, in a piece cf 


Raillery, made this Fratricide of Caracalla's, the 


Subject of his Wit. Papinian, the Honour of the 
Vol. I. O Empire 
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Empire and greateſt Protector of the Laws, * had 
his Head chopped off for refuſing to juſtify this 
Murther: the Tyrant inſiſting on this excellent 
Man's making a Speech in the Senate, to prove 
that Caracalla was in the Right when he killed his 
Brother; as if it was as eaſy to excuſe that horrid 
Action, as it was for him to commit it. Stupid 
and fooliſh Man that did not conſider that Papini- 
an's extraordinary Merit, would only make this 
abominable Affair more talked of, and that the Ef- 
forts he himſelf made to juſtify it convinced Peo- 
ple more and more of its Enormity ! 
All theſe bloody Executions threw Julia into 
terrible Frights and Alarms, for nothing could poſ- 
fibly give her greater Reaſon to fear for her Life, 
than the diſmal End of Geta, who died by the Hand 
of his unnatural Brother. In the mean time, whe- 
ther Caracalla had a mind to appeaſe his Mother's 
_ Grief, and merit her Pardon, or whether he 
thought her uſeful to him, he gave her great Au- 
thority, and behaved to her with great Reſpect. 
He ordered that all the. Honours due to her Rank 
and Dignity, ſhould be paid her, which gave the 
Empreſs great Conſolation in the midſt of all her 
Misfortunes. He truſted her with the Manage- 
ment of ſeveral important Affairs, eſpecially that 
of anſwering the Petitions and Memorials that were 
preſented to the Emperor; he granted the Privilege 
of Roman Citizens to the Town of Emeſſa, where 
Julia was born; he gave the Rhetorical Chair of 
Athens to Philiſque the Sophiſter, at her Requeſt, 
in oppoſition to the Solicitations of the greateſt Per- 
ſons in his Court, who intereſted themſclves for 
other Rhetoricians; in ſhort he was very com- 
plaiſant to her. All theſe Favours and Marks of 
Kindneſs 


> Srarat. in Caracal. 


WIFI oF SEVERUS. 291 


Kindneſs were not, however, capable of gaining 
her Heart, which was overwhelmed with the ſad 
Remembrance of her Son Geta, whom ſhe always 
loved much more then the Eldeſt. 

I am not ignorant that there are ſome Authors, 
who have accuſed Julia of having purchaſed of Ca- 
racalla theſe Honours, at the Expence of her own; 


that ſhe lived with him in an inceſtuous manner, 


and that ſne even Married him. It is particularly 
reported by Hiſtorians, that, as Julia was yet 
beautiful, (more ſo than many younger Ladics 
that were reckoned handſome) and being one Day 
with the Emperor in an exceeding magnificent and 
becoming Dreſs, he was fo ſmitten with her Charms, 
that looking very amorouſly on his Mother, he 
ſighed, and ſaid, indeed I /hou!d be very glad if it 
were permitted me, Tulta, who had not called al! 
her Charms to her Aſſiſtance, but with a View to 
inflame her Son, and being rejoiced at her Con- 
queſt, anſwered, that it was his own Fault if he 
denyed himſelf any thing he had a mind for : > are 
you not (ſaid ſhe) abſelute Lord and Maſter ? Is it 
nt you that give Law to all the Merl without being 
accountable to any bedy for your Actions? Have you 
not a right to do what you pleaſe, without being ex- 
poſed ta cenſure like other People? Julia's Reply 
ſoon removed all Obſtacles, he married his Fa- 
ther's Widow, and added this unnatural Crime to 
all the reſt. Thus Spartian relates this Affair: 


But the Generality of Authors deny this Marriage. 


Be it as it will, all the Hiſtorians agree in this, 
that Caracalla having no Collegue to be appre- 
henſive of, nor Rival to fear, gave free Scope to 


the Cruelty of his Nature, which he exerciſed up- 
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on People of all Ages and Conditions. Nothing 
was to be ſeen in Rome, but tragical and bloody 
Executions. Hs Barbarity put him upon accu— 
ſing innocent Men of horrid Crimes, and his Deſire 
of Money, made him oblige them to buy dearly 
tneir Abſolution. He ruined the Senators by the 
extravagant Expences that he compelled them to 
engage in. He conſumed the Funds that Severus 
his Father left him, in beſtowing bis Money, with- 
out Rule or Meaſure, upon his Flatterers and the 
Soldiers, to ingratiate himſelf with them, and be- 
fpeak their Commendations; he was, in ſhort, 
guilty of all the Crimes, that might be expected 
trom a Prince who had ſullied the beginning of his 
Reign with execrable Murthers. 

- YTulia had too good Senſe not to foreſee the bad 
Conſequences of this Management; ſhe repre- 
ſented to him that theſe vain and exceſſive Expen- 
Ces, Could not but undo him; that it might, in— 
teed, be conſiſtent with good Policy to ingratlate 

 i:imſelf with the Soldiers, but that there was no 
neceſſity of enriching them; that fince he had 
exhauſted all the Means of getting Money that 
could poſſibly be thought of, by ſuch exorbitant 

Taxes and Oppreſſions, as made all the Provinces 
ready to mutiny, ſhe did not fee what further Me- 
thods he could have recourſe to. | 

The Emperor looked upon theſe wiſe Remon- 
ſtrances, as the timid Notions of a Woman that was 
apt to carry her Apprehenſions too far: For, in 
Order to convince his Mother, that notwithſtand- 
ing his Extravagance as ſhe called it, he had Re- 
ſources that ſhe knew nothing of, he ſhewed her his 
Sword, pronouncing at the fame Time theſe Words, 
which paint in lively Colours, the Character of a true 

Tyrant. Let not my Expences give you any 
Trouble, for as long as this remains, we ſhall not 

| * want 
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* want Money.“ This was the fatal Method he 
put in practice at the Expence of many a Life; but 
this Sword, as dreadful as it was to Multitudes of 
People, could not furniſh him with Money as often 
as he had occaſion for it. He was ſoon ſo reduced. 
© as to be forced to coin falſe Money; Pieces of 
Lead plated over with Silver, or of Copper gilt. 
This Prince's fooliſh Prodigality, was not the 
only Vice the Empreſs endeavoured to cure him of; 
for there was no Sort of Exceſs ſhe was not neceſſi- 
tated to remonſtrate againſt, for never had Man ſuch 
depraved Inclinations; ſo that it may be ſaid he 
commited as many Crimes as Actions. He was 
continually at the Combats in the Circus, degrading 
his Dignity with the low Amuſements of driving 
Chariots, killing wild Beaſts, and fighting with Gl:- 
diators ; unworthy Occupations, that procured him 
the nick Name of Tarantus, who was a little ill 
made, crooked Gladiator, quite contemptible. He 
cauſed all thoſe Governors of Provinces, who had 
been intimate with his Brother Geta, to be put tu 
Death. Even the Veſtal Virgins. were not exempt 
from his Perſecution, he cauſed ſeveral of them to 
be bury'd alive, becauſe he found them too vir- 
tuous, and as many as had the Reſolution 4 to de- 
ſpiſe his Solicitations and Threats, died Martyrs to 
their Chaſtity, and underwent the Puniſhment which 
by the Laws, they were liable to for the contrary, 


He filled with Blood and Tears all the Provinces 


that he viſited, and made a horrible Maſſacre of the 

Inhabitants of Alexandria, by * of Revenge 

for their having ſpoke ſome diſreſpectful Words of 
. Herodian. lib. 4.5 


1 him, 


294 ä 111 Az | 

him, * and feaſted his Eyes with the cruel Pleaſure 
of ſeeing the Execution. He deceived the King of 
Parthia by a moſt treacherous and perfidious Acti- 
on, for pretending to enter into a ſtrict Alliance with 
him, he ſent him a magnificent Embaſſy, and ſump - 
tuous Preſents, accompanied by a Letter defiring 

his Daughter in Marriage. 
Though the Parthian thought of nothing leſs than 
the Emperor's uſing any Artifice or Deceit, but 
took it for granted that he was fincere, he yet ex- 
cuſed himſelf upon Account, as he ſaid, of the great 
Difference there was between the two Nations in 
Point of Cuſtoms, Manners and Language, and 
thanked Caracalla for the Honour he intended him. 
The Emperor redoubled his Entreaties, pretended 
he could not live without the Pgrihian Princeſs, ſent 
other Ambaſſadors to Artabanes her Father, and 
more coftly Preſents, and promiſed him an eternal 
Friendſhip, confirming it with horrid Oaths and Im- 
precations. The Barbaiian King being deceived by 
theſe artful Promiſes, yielded at length to the Em- 
peror's importunate Solicitations, and convoked the 
Oe] Princes 


* The Inhabitants of Alexandria were accuſtomed 
to give themſelves great Liberties, and be very free 
with the Characters of Princes; ſome of them had done 
ſo with Regard to Julia, nor had the Emperor eſcaped 
their licentious Tongues. He was informed of it, and 
was ſo provoked that he took a cruel Method of bein 
revenged ; for going thither afterwards, He cauſed all 
the Youth of the Town to be aſiembled in a large Square, 
on Pretence of having a mind to form them into a 
Phalanx, in Imitation of Alexander the Great, and then 
put them all to the Sword. So dangerous was it to in- 
cur his Diſpleaſuie. Pertinax had already experienced 
it, for that Prince, finding that Caracalla had taken the 
Names of Parthicus, Germanicus, and Arabicas, ſaid that 


he ought allo to aſſume that of Geticus, alludixg to his 
having murdered Ge. a. | 
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Princes and great Lords of his Court, to go with 
him to meet the Emperor; the ſubtile and crafty 
Caracalla entered into the Parthian Dominions as 
far as Cteziphon, the Metropolis, He was received, 
in all the Towns through which he paſſed, with the 


_ greateſt Acclamations. The Inhabitants, to do him 


the more honour, burnt vaſt Quantities of rich Per- 
fumes upon Altars adorned with Flowers, ' accord- 
ing to the Faſhion of the Country, and Caracalla 
returned his Thanks and Acknowledgments for theſe 
extraordinary Marks of their Reſpe&t and Eſteem, 
giving them, in Appearance, the ſincereſt Proteſtati- 
ons of Friendſhip and Gratitude. | 

Artabanes, attended by all his Court, received 
the Emperor in a vaſt Plain near the Capital, with 
Concerts of Muſick, Inftruments, and Voices, with 
which an infinite Number of People who accompa- 
ny'd their King, made the Air eccho. This Inter- 
view of the two Monarchs was made with mutual 


Aſſurances of Eſteem, Friendſhip, and Fidelity. 


Great Plenty of Refreſhments were provided for the 
Roman and Parthian Armies; the latter, having 
great Curioſity to ſee the Emperor, quitted their 
Ranks, and preſſed as cloſe one upon another, as 
if Caracalla had been made in a different Form 
from other Men. The Emperor, ſeeing a favour- 


able Opportunity to execute the perfidious Deſign 


that he meditated, gave the Signal that had been 
agreed upon, and that inſtant, the Romans fell 
Sword in Hand upon the Parihians, who dreamed 
of no ſush thing, but thought they were only come 
to a Wedding, and having no other Arms than their 
mulical Inſtruments. They made a terrible Slaugh- 
ter of them. Ar tabanes had the good Fortune to 
eſcape on Horſeback, though with great Difficulty ; 


and, 
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and after Caracalla had given to his Soldiers, all 


that the Parthians had been forced to abandon, that 


they might be the better able to ſave themſelves 
by Flight, he returned into Meſopotamia, ſacking, 
pillaging, and burning every Thing that came in 
his Way, leaving behind him diſmal "Tokens of his 
March. — 
Caracalla was as proud of this odious and perfi- 
dious Action, as if he had gained the moſt impor- 
tant Victory in the World. He inſolently informed 
the Senate by Letter, that he had conquered the 
Parthians, and ſubdued the Eaſt. The poor ſpirited 
and timid Senate, who knew the Truth of the Mat- 
ter, were not aſhamed to applaud him. They gave 
him the Sirname of Parthicus, decreed him a I ri- 
umph, and the ſame Honours that the greateſt He- 
ro was ever intitled to, which this baſe Emperor 
received as no more than what was due to him. 
He called theſe Rapines and Plunderings his military 
Occupations, and it was for fear they ſhould be in- 
terrupted, that he left the Adminiſtration of Affairs 
to his Mother. She was then at Antioch, and had 
with her, her Siſter Meſa, to whom Caracalla had 
given the Title of Auguſt, and who lived in great 
State and Splendour. The Empreſs's two Nieces, 
Soc mia and Hamea, alſo continued with their Mother 
during their Widow- hood; Mamea was married a- 
gain to Fultanus, a Perſon much inferior to Marcian 
her firſt Huſband; but Caracalla let her enjoy the 
ſame Rank and the ſame Honours ſhe had in Mar- 
cian's Life Time, and which were continued to her 
as long as Julianus lived, but his Death happened 
ſoon after. | 
All theſe Princeſſes were extreamly concerned at 
Caracalla's fooliſh and impious Proceedings, who 
„ Expos'd 
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expos'd himſelf to the Ridicule as well as Hatred of 
all the World, He ran about from Town to 
Town, and was never to be ſeen but in the Circus's 
and Amphitheatres, among the Gladiators and that 
Sort of low contemptible Company. 

The Empreſs and Meſa her Siſter ſaw him, with 
great Grief, give bimſelf up entirely to thoſe un- 
worthy Occupations that made him ſo much de- 


ſpis'd, and lamented bitterly on Account of his Cru- 


elties, for which he was ſo odious. They were 
juitly apprehenſive that it could not be long before 
the Fate of thoſe Tyrants, he imitated, would over- 
take him; and the Event ſoon after f juſtified their 
Fears. Julia, who received all the Letters that 
were wrote to the Emperor, and which came by 
Antioch, having one Day open'd a Packet that 
came from Rome, found, among the. reſt, one 
from Flavins Maternianus, who commanded in 
the Town, to Caracalla; to inform him that a 
Soothſayer, who came from Africa, had affirm'd 
that Miercinus would ſoon reign, and to give him 
Warning to be upon his Guard. This News 
alarm'd the Empreſs, who gave her Son ſpeedy 


Notice of it, but all her Diligence was in vain, for 


the Report of this Prediction having ſpread over 
Africa, other Letters arriv'd with ſeveral Particu- 
lars and Circumſtances about this Prediction. The 
Emperor was very buſy driving a Chariot when 
theſe Let'ers were deliver'd to him; and being re- 
ſolv'd not to interrupt his noble Exerciſes, gave 
them to Aacrinus to read, with Orders to report 
the Contents. Macrinus immediately read the In- 
formation that was given to the Emperor about 
what the Aſtrologer had foretold; and did not 
doubt but it would be at the Expence of his _— 

at 
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that they would endeavour to make the Divine 2 
Liar, if he did not prevent it without Loſs of 
Time. He thought it much better to verify the 
Prediction by killing the Emperor, againſt whom 
he had alſo a particular Spleen on Account of ſome 
provoking Language he had lately given him, 
Thus being prompted by his Reſentment, his Am- 
bition, -and eſpecially the great Danger he was in, 
he corrupted two Tribunes of the Guards and 
Martial, another of the Officers, who were all ex- 
aſperated at the Emperor's Treatment of them, 
and encouraging them to be reveng'd of the Af- 
fronts they had received, prevail'd upon them to be 
the Emperor's Executionerss 
Caracalla had a great many Preſages of the Miſ- 
fortune that threatened him ; his Father's Ghoſt ap- 
pear'd to him with a naked Sword in his Hand, and 
ſaid to him in a moſt frightful Voice: As thou diaſt 
kill thy Brother ſo I will kill thee, and the Spirit of 
Commcdus, that he had invok'd with horrible En- 
chantments, foretold him a tragical Death, by ſay- 
ing to him: Be gone to the Puniſhment that is pre- 
pared for thee, But this Emperor had no need of 
any other Preſage of his miſerable End than his own 
tormenting Fears and Reflections. In the mean 
Time he perſiſted in his Abominations and De- 
baucheries, without troubling himſelf with Futu- 
rity; for an Egyptian, named Serapion, having the 
- Boldneſs to tell him plainly that he would die ſoon, 
and that Macrinus would ſucceed him, Caracalla 
put him to Death inſtead of amending by this im- 
portant Warning. 
Macrinus, finding that the Emperor had Infor- 
mation from all Parts that his fatal Hour drew near, 
and that it was in every Body's Mouth that he 
himſelf was to be the Author of his Death, refolv'd 
to defer no longer the Accompliſhment of his De- 
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ſign, and Caracalla furniſh'd him with an Oppor- 
tunity for it. The Emperor being told that the 
Parthians, extreamly reſenting his cruel Uſage of 
them, had rais'd a formidable Army to be reveng'd, 
thought it high Time to make Preparations againſt 
them; but before he left Meſopotamia, he was re- 
ſolved to go to Carrhes to viſit the Temple of Luna 

and offer Sacrifices. He left Ideſſa attended only 
by a few of his Domeſticks and the Officers of his 
Guard, of which Number were the Conſpirators; 
and as they had a Right by their Employment to 
be near his Perſon, they had an Opportunity of aſ- 
ſaſſinating the Emperor without meeting with any 
Obſtacle. In Effect, as they were upon the Road, 
Caracalla having Occafion to alight from his Horſe, 


went a little aſide by himſelf. Martial, who 


waited only for the favourable Moment, ran to the 
Emperor as if he had been call'd, and juſt as the 
Emperor turn'd himſelf about, 5 he gave him a 
ſtab with his Poniard which laid him dead upon the 
Spot. 

"This Murderer had Preſence of Mind enough to 
join the reſt of the Company as if nothing had hap- 
pened, but was ſo imprudent as to hold the bloody 
Dagger ſtill in his Hand, which was a ſufficier.t 
Proof of his Crime; for if he had thrown it away 
no Body would have known who had done it; 
but a Scythian of the Guards, ſeeing him with the 
Poniard, ſhot him through the Body with an Ar- 
row. The News of the Emperor's Death was 
ſoon publiſh'd in the Army; the Soldiers who had 
been always very fond of him, becauſe of the Li- 
berty he allow'd them, ran to Carrhes to fee his 
Body, and Macrinus, who was the Author of this 


Tragedy, 
1 Dio. Lib. 78. Spartian. Herodian. Lib. 4. 
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Tragedy, went thither alſo, affecting to be much 
aMicted, but in Reality very joyful; and, the 
better to remove rom himſelf all Suſpicion, he 
pretended to weep bist ly. This artificial Grief 


concealed his Tr bor fome Time, and the 
more, becauſe ++: uch ſ.eming Reſpect and 
Piety he cauſe y to be burnt with great 


Magnificence. Aſbes in a coſtly Urn, and 


ſent to Julia. 
The Empreſs was already informed of her Son's 
tragical Death, and at the ſame Time, that Ma- 
crinus was the Author of it. Never was there 
ſeen ſo great Affliction; for Julia giving herſelf up 
entirely to her Grief, filled Antioch with her Cries 
and Lamentations, ſtriking her head againſt the 
Wall and giving herſelf ſuch Blows upon the Sto- 
mach, that the Cancer ſhe had in one of her 
Breaſts was exceedingly inflamed by it; ſhe tore 
her Cloaths and refu/ed to take any Nouriſhment, 
on purpoſe to kill herſelf, Afterwards to indulge 
her Rage ſhe bellowed out all the injurious Lan- 
guage and InveCtives againſt Macrinus, that her 
Deſpair could dictate to her, in Hopes that her 
Son's Murderer would alſo be provoked to be- 
come hers. | 

People were ſurprized to ſee Julia fhed ſuch 
Torrents of Tears upon this Occaſion, and 


thought her Son's Crimes would furniſh her 


with Reaſons ſufficient for Conſolation, eſpecially 
ſince it had been all along obſerved, that ſhe never 
had any great and real Affection for him. The 
Pol:ticians and thoſe who pretended to be tho- 
roughly acquainted. with the Empreſs, were of 
Opinion that ſhe did not ſo much bewail the Loſs 
of her Son, as that of the Authority ſhe had, till 
then, exerciſed with ſo much Pomp and Splendour, 
E and 
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and which was now to vaniſh into nothing; and cer- 
tainly her future Conduct juſtified theſe Suſpicions. 
For Macrinus, who had made himſelf Emperor 
by his Intrigues, not thinking it proper at firſt to 
make any Changes, that he might not. be ſuppoſed 
to have had any Hand in Caracalia's Death, wrote 1 
2 a Letter full of Expreſſions of Eſteem and 
eſpect, entreated her to make no Alterations in 
her Houſhold, Domeſticks, Guards, or Officers; 
and let her enjoy all the Prerogatives and Honours 
that ſhe had been entitled to in the Reigns of Se- 
verus and Caracalla. | 
Theſe flattering and obliging Offers wonderfully 
| mitigated the Empreſs's AMiction and ſweetened 
her Sorrows. She no longer endeavoured to 
; ſhorten her Days. She was ſo ſenſible of Macri- 
; nus's Civility and Politeneſs, that ſhe would gladly 
r have recalled all that which in her firit "Tranſports 
5 of Grief and Indignation, ſhe had ſaid _— him. 
5 But unluckily all her ſhocking and offenſive Ex- 
e 


preflions had been taken Notice of, and carefully 


- collected by thoſe Paraſites who made it their . 
r Buſineſs to report them to the Emperor, and with 
or ſuch aggravating Circumſtances as mightily exaſpe- 


.— rated him. For he was told that this Princeſs, 
being accuſtomed to Rule, would never endure to 


h ſee herſelf reduced to the Condition of a private 
1d Perſon; and that, after having held the Reins of 
er the Government under her Huſband and her Son, 
ly ſhe would not fail to carry on Intrigues, and 
er Endeavours underhand to eſtabliſh her Power. 

he Macrinus knew Julia to be a Woman of Skill 
o- and Courage enough to form ſuch Deſigns. The 
of Acquaiatance ſhe had in Antioch, and the Cabals ſhe 
ols | was Capable of entering into, againſt an Emperor, - 
till who was not very firmly ſettled in his Throne, 
= Vor. II. | made 
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made Her not at all contemptible. In ſhort he for- 
got all the civil and obliging Letters he had wrote 
her, and commanded her to quit Antioch. This 
Order baniſhed her golden Hopes, and knocked 
all her. Schemes on the Head; but. as ſhe was 
determined not to-yield to her Misfortune, till ſhe 
had tried every Thing that might prevent it, ſhe 
reſolved to go to Rome, where ſhe flattered: her- 
ſelf that it would not be impoſſible for her to form 
a Party, that might eſpouſe her Cauſe, and enter 
into her Views. This Reſolution was as ſoon 
abandoned as entertained. She conſidered that the 
Memory of Caracalla was too odious to give her 
any Hopes of Succeſs : It was not very probable 
that the Romans could be fo zealous for the Mo- 
ther of a Tyrant, that had treated them with ſo 
much Inhumanity, as to take up Arms in her Be- 
half; thus ſeeing. no Remedy for her Misfortune,, 
and beſides, being grievouſly tormented with her 
Cancer, ſhe killed herſelf by a voluntary Abſtinence 
from Food. 

Thus periſhed the celebrated Julia, who had 
undergone ſuch Variety of Fortunes. For if, as 
a Heathen obſerves >, ſhe was raifed up to the 
higheſt Pitch of Grandeur ; ſo on the other Hand, 
it was accompanied by ſo many Misfortunes, Cares 
and Anxieties, that ſhe-may be reckoned one of 
the moſt unhappy Princeſſes in the World. 
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